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*«* The f)ll6Wing extraft firoAi a Leftef of Sir RtCRAUD S^Eti tl 
to his I acly» dated from London, April lo, 1717, abundantly illuftrateft 
wl at is faid in page i S7 ; and proves that be perfedlly underAood the ProJ 
telbint principle, and that be embrac^'i) it, not only to talk about, but to> 
live upon: " You fay 1 an* reputet* a T017. You know I have always 
<' an unfafbionable thing, called Lonfciei ce, in al) matters of judicature; 
« or jufticei f There happened, a little- ivhile ago, a petition to be bi\)ughci 
''into the Houfe of Commons horn the Roman-catho)ics, praying relief 
«< as to poipt of time, and the meani* g of certain claufes which affe^ed 
'< them . When there was a queftion jud ready to be put xk\H>n this, alK 
^ whether it flioulu be reje^et! or not, I ftood up and faid to this pur- 1 
'< pofe : < Mr. Speaker, 1 cannot but be of opinion, that to put feverilieSj 
<< upon men merely on account of Religion is a moit grievous and im*| 
'< warrantable proceeding. But, indeed, the Roman- catliolics hold tenets! 
« which are inconfiftent with the being and fafety cf a Frotkflanti 
*f pfiople; for this reafon we are juftified in laying upon them the pe-i 
<* nalties which the Parliament hrs 6nom time to time thought fit to iiv-t 
'' flidt : bur, Sir, let us not purfue Roman-catholics with the fpirit off 
** Roman-catholics; but a£t towards them with the temper of our own ^ 
*^ Religion. If we de fo, we ihall not ejtpedl them to do any thing 'm\ 
** lefs time than is necefiQiry to do it, or to condutt themfelves by rules? 
^< which they do not underftand,* &c. When I had adventured to fayf 
** this, others followed ; and there is a bill dire^ed for the relief of thd| 
'* petitioners. I fuppofe this gave an handle to the fame of my being ^ 
** Tory f but you may, perhaps, by this time, have heard thatl am turned { 
*' Prefbyteriaa j for the fame day, in a meeting of a hundied farli^^j 
« ament men^^ ( laboured as nmch for the Proteftant PifleotorW 
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TOW NT A L K, 

A SERIES OFLEtTERS 
T O 

A LADY IN THE COUI^TRY. 

N"" i4 Saturday, Deeember 17, i7i5. 



MAD A Mi ' ' . 

IT had need be a pleafure to obey your com- 
mands, when you employ me in a way td 
vf Kich I am without thofe commands naturally 
averfe 5 and I muft take the liberty to fay, there 
is the utmoft infolence of power in a fine 
woman's making a man do what Ihe knows 

* The TowN-TAtK was.a PTeekiy Paper, printed originally in 4t6. and 
fold by R. Biirleigh id Amen Comer, at the price of Three-pence each 
Number. It was afterwards fold by J. Roberts, near the Oxford Arms 
in Warwick-Lane ; J. Graves in St. Jajnes's-Street ; O. Lloyd near th* 
Temple Church; and A. Dodd, at the P6iic6ck without Temple-Bar ; 
frhcn AdvertifemenU were taken in. ^ 

S he 



2 TOWN-TALK. N^ ,. 

he of all things diflikes, meerljr bccaufe flic 
knows the motive of pleafing her is the. only 
one in the world could make him undertake it# 
Sure you have not coiifidered enough, that the 
gen^eral order you have given me, to write to you 
every thing which paffes in town, will expofe 
you to hear many impcrtinencies, from which 
the greatnefe of your uaderftanding,, and per- 
haps the dignity of your virtue, ought to de- 
fend you *. I have indeed this comfort, that 
neither good fenfe nor real innocence are eafily 
alarmed, but fic in a fecurity unknown to pre- 
tenders to either of thofe bleflings. But to 
write you conftantly once a week the news and 
the oceurr^nce$ of the preceding feven days, is 
a tafk I muft be forgiven if I fliould fometimes 
omit. One of your letters fays, " Write any 
^* thing, and every thing.'* From this licence 

* The Town-Talk, was probably a title given to a feries of genuine 
letters written by Steele to his lady then in the countiy, and printetl 
upon fome prefling exigence. On tl\is fuppofition, the undated Le t t ers 
tolii« Lady in Steele*s '• Epiflolary Correfpondence," or fome of them 
at leaft, nught have been referred not imprtpcrly to this period oi time. 
See utfupra,. vol. I. pq/Jtm. 

There may be paf&ges and whole numbei*s in the Town-Talk la 
which this fuppofition may not be thought ^pplical^le ; but all fuch 
parts of the Paper might be poflcrior additions to the original letters, 
inferted with various views, or merely to eke out the puWication, and 
adapt xhQ JJyft to its end, which, was probably to relieve himfelf 
from the preffure of fome claim upon him, incurred by the vanity of his 
• wiofufion, the Imprudtnce of k'n gcmrofy, or the pee vilbnefs and caprice 
of his wife. 

Of 



N^i. TO W N.T A L K. 3 

(if I do not wrong myfelf in calling it fuch, 
having your authority for It), I fhall begin my 
correfpondence with a ftory that now is all the 
Talk of the Town, and of Whith fome cele- 
brated Fair-oneS are the Heroines. Country-gen- 
tlewomen may perhaps think thefe vivacities in- 
credible ; for you are not in the fccret how to 
manage privacies by being very public in the 
manner.of carrying them on, {0 public as that 
ho one would believe there was any thing that 
required fecrecy tranfadted with this kind of con- 
du<ft. Houfes for amorous entertainment in the 
moft frequented bufidft ftreets, is ihe improve- 
rnent of Gallantry, as it is called, in thefe latet, 
days. 

I am juft come home from a vlfit, where I 
heard itv related in a circle, by your coufin 
Arthur, who you know, never lets any cir- 
cumftarice revealed to him fuffer by his repe- 
tition of it. Mrs. Susannah Demps — I think 
her name is Susannah, but it i$ the fccoiid 
lifter I mean, who gaveoccafion to the hiilory— 
Mrs. Susannah a&ed couiin Arthur, /^ how 
" he went on in his amour, and whether his 
*' cruel Fair began to lend an car or not F^Upon 
which^ he caft an obferving eye upon her Ihapc 
and faid, ** Pray Madam, who makes your 
'* petticoats ? I am fgre/* continued he, ^* you do 
B z " not 



4 TOWN-TALK. N« i. 

*' not buy where the lady you a{k about befpcaks 
^* hers, you are fo very {lender !" An anfwer 
to any enquiry after his miftrefs, with a queftion 
** where do you buy your cloaths?** put us all 
at a lofs for the coherence. *' But what a 
** flaring is here, as if none of you, '* faid he^ 
** had ever heard the Hiftory of The Blind Gal- 
•* lantf which is the prefent entertainment of 
*' the whole Town V\ 

When we all ha^ confirmed him in a belief 
that his flory would be entirely new, he feemed 
pleafed with the opportunity of entertaining us 
agreeably, and faid as follows, or to this pur^. 
pofe ; for I had rather give it you by recollect- 
ing as well as I can what he faid, than attempt 
to tell you in words of my own; befides that 
I hope /ome parts of the ftory will be more 
cafily pardoned, when I afllire you that it has 
been told already in comply of which you 
would not have difdaioed to have made one. 
Suppofe then he had compofed himfelf, and re- 
collefted his thoughts by looking for an inftant 
ftedfaftly at the fire, and then broke filcncc 
as follows. 

** lobferve by your eagernefs to hear me, that 
^^ you think I am going to gratify your ill-na* 
*^ ture with fdmething full of fcandal ; and I fee 
*' you e^peft to hear abundance of your frieiads 
•' arid acquaintance torn to pieces by what I 

** have 
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*^ have to fay. But, as I deteft perfonal reflec- 

*^ tions as much as I do general vices, I fliall 

^' not give you the charafter of any perfon but 

^ unddr a feigned name, and even iti that do it 

' ^* fo as it may afFedt the crime, and not the per- 

^* fon who is fo unfortunate as to be guilty of 

*' it. I will go no nearer 9S to the place where 

^* what I am going to fay was afted, than to 

** acknowledge frankly to you that the fcerie is 

^' in an houfe between Khighljbridge and Stepney ; 

*^ and that if you can take the pains, you will 

^* find within that fpace there lives a very good 

^' body of the age of forty-two on thereabouts, 

• ^* who is extremely handy' in her bufinefs, and 

*' is, as (he will tell you herfelf, the beft maker 

*' of mantoes and petticoats of any of that com- 

•* modious occupation within the bills of mor- 

^ tality. She is impertinent and genteel, has 

, ^* the true ftate of affairs in gity, town, and 

^' country; yet does not confine her knowledge 

^* to general things, but condefcends to enquire 

..** into the affairs of every private family, with 

*^ which Ihe 4S as well acquainted as with her 

** own. Silly women of condition look upon 

, ^* her as the wonder of the age for her great 

. ^* parts; and the witty ones receive her as a more 

>* agreeable companion to them than any of 

^^ their near relations. But to come to the point : 

/^*f It has been obfervable for four or five, years 

B 3 <' paft 
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" pad that the petticoats made by this artificer 
** nave fwelled (oon after they came out of her 
** hands, and the proportion between the hoop 
f ' and the waift, and from the hoqps and the 
f ^ circumference of the petticoat on the floor, ha^ 
** been remarkably prefcrved in her ware above 
*' what has appeared in the performance of any 

. V other workwoman. It was at firft given out 
*^ that her petticoats were quilted with oftrich* 
f ^ feathers, which are known to receive a new 
^'tlafticity from the warmth of the body, till it 
*^ grew notorious that this was not the reafon, 
5* but that the wearers of them wcr^. pregnant. 
•* When that was publicly known, the'J)Iata- 
V ralifts wero long at ^ loCs to find caufe of fer- 
** tility in buckram and whalebone only; bgt 
*! Time which dlfcovers all things, has made it 
«* appear that fhe has had affiilances, which ey- 
/« plain the myflery. You are to underftand, 
^* Mrs* Thimble (for that Ihall be her name)' 
'* was bred up in a diftant part of England, at 
'^ a gentleman's houfe of a great eftate, to whofe. 
^^ wife Thimble was a diftant relation. 

" When the lady wc are now fpeaking of was 
«* about eleven years of age, her kinfwpmaa 

. ** brought into the world a blind male-child. 
*' The infant was rcmakably beautiful; and as it h 
^' the wife didtate of Nature, that we love thofe 

" cbildrea 
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*< children <ieareft whom flie prefents to our care 
'** with moft infirmities, the mdther could never 
.^* look at this child without the foftefl: touches 
^* of affedion, and a partiality as her fond heart 
^ told her, to that fweet harmony of features, 
^* that glowing warmth of complexion in the 
•* boy's countenance, t\\2it was chequed ^nd over- 
** caft with blindnefs. It was a common exer- 
^' cife with her, as he grew into years of pratling, 
^* to fit whole hours looking at him, to admire 
^^his perfeftions, and lament his defedt. To 
*• hear his pretty endeavours at comprehending 
*' what could come only to him by fight, and 
** fefehim fmile with fucJh a free countenance, 
*^ till the dimples of joy feemed to fink at his 
*^ eyes, was. her daily employment : but fhe 
** found this fond melancholy incapacitated her 
^ for her houftiold affairs, and from that con- 
*^ ^deration, refolved to put Mr. Charles into 
*^ the hands of B^tty Thimble, who had 
^* orders to lead him, to divert, to inftruft him, 
•^^ and keep him out of the way of hurting him- 
^ felf, or being hurt by other- children. 
. *^ This familiarity grew up between Mrs* 
^* Thimble and Mr, Charles, till (he was fit 
*^ to be put abroad to a relation of hers in 
•' town, for a livelihood ; aud the poor child's 
^* unfortunate circumftances made it neceflfary 
** 10 place him near her ; for whom he had now 
B 4 •« taken 
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"taken fuch a paflionate afFedtion, that he could 
** not live without her. When he grew up to- 
^' wards years of difcretion, he ufed to fay, 
^ Whatever you mean by light, fince coufin 
^ Betty enjoyt-it, 1 don't want it; aslobferve, 
f faid he, you are filent foon after I hear you 
* fay it is dark, and my coufin is| of the farne 
' humour, I can only follow her way, and deep 
f ^s the reft of you dp/ Mrs. Thimble has 
" had the care of him froni his earlieft years to 
/* thofe of manhood ; he is now in the liyelieffc 
" and moft fprightly day§ of life; and it is well 
*f known that Ihe vifits her blind man with 
f' much diligence on pccafioris fqr whic^i dark- 
^* nefs- is chofen, eveq by thofe who enjpy their 
f^ fight. As Mrs. THiNmLE had obferyed du- 
•' ring her apprenticeftiip under h^r kinfwoman, 
*' an experienced dancie from whom fhe learned 
•• her trade, that greater profits were made by 
** the intelligence than labour of a true aianto- 
" maker, it came into her head one day, and 
•* Ihe jurpped at the conception of it, that fhe 
•* might employ Mr. Charles for her fervic<? to 
** as good purppfc ^s her miflrefs had formerly 
V engaged others. ' She laid great llrefs in hep 
^* imagination of this particular advantage, that 
•* favours could not be boaflied, where the perfon 
•• who befl:owed them was unknown to the re- 
** ceivdr* M^dani Thimb;.e ha$ a great deal 

•* of 
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, •* of humour and fancy, is very daring, and can 
•♦ from thofe qualities bring to pafs what to the 
** ordinary part of the world would feem im* 
M pradicable. Mr. Charles is talj, well-fliaped, 
•* and having had his chief education in the 

. ♦* chii-ckat of >omen, who arc his friends an^ 
<« relations, or were the cufliomcrs of Mrs. 
•^ Thimble's miftrcfs, or herfelf ever fince flie 
*^ fet up, l^is converfation it remarkably agree- 
** able. It is notorious that blind people are 
^* ufually chearful ; and he is fo in a very par- 
" ticular manner, from the people with whom 
** he ha^ -always lived. Add to this, that be 
•^ has a mod cjiarming voice ; and though he 
1* has never learned to dance, when a minuet is 
♦* played, his natural motion to it, efpecially 
** when led about by Mrs. Thimble, is furpriz- 
•* ingly juft, and gracefully exadt : for the ear 
•* being uninterrupted by the vagaries of theeye, 
^\ he keeps time, to the inexpreflible fatisfadion 
f.* of his fpedtators, who ate often fuch without 
•• his knowing it, as his gipfy has a mind to 
** play him off. Such Mr. Charles is, and fuch 

^* Mrs. Thimble. To carry on her defign 
•* upon him for .the gratification of her beft and 
t* favourite cuftomcrs, llie for fome time 
f* feigned to the youth, * that what had paffed 

- «* between them began to be obferved and 
^^ fpoke of, and therefore it was neceffary they 

•^ Ibould 
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^* Ihould aft with more caution • Indeed, 
** faid Ihe, my dear. Love has made me as in- 
** capable of knowing whether I was taken no- 
" tice of or no as you are. But hereafter^ bc- 
*' caufe I know fervants liften, I beg of you, 
^^ upon no provocation, to fpeak one, word to 
** me, except 1 Ipeak to you firft/ 

*• When this ftep wasfecured, Mrs. Thimble 
*^ took frequent occafion to mention ^ poor Mr. 
** Charles* to a ydung lady who lived in her 
*^ neighbourhood, and was the fuperfluous re- 
** tinue of/ an old wealthy man in the character 
^* of a wife. She one day began to her, * I never 
** think of the gentleman at my houfe, but I 
** fancy if he had had eyes to fee your beauty 
** he mud have fallen in love with you, for there 
** is fomething in the air of his face and the 
** make of his features extremely like you.' The 
** lady, in fome confufion, anfwered gravely, 
•Though he is blind, Mrs. Thimble, I am 
f not.' This gave our dame fuffieient proof 
" that what flie before fufpedted was a truth, to 
** wit, that the lady was not without fome good 
•* liking of Mr. Charles. There is a (kill in 
" thefe gipfies of adl-ng according to the incK- 
*^ nation of thofe whom they defign to oblige in 
•^ their amours, without the bluntnefs of feem- 
** ing to underftand their inclinations. This ad- 
•* drefs of gratifying without reducing people 

" to 
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f * to the Mceffity of declaring their paffipns, is 
'* what Mrs. Thimble poffcfles, above all the 
f* fervants of pleafure in the town* She from 
^* time tq time threw opportunities in the way 
^* of the certain young wife I am fpeaking of; 
*^- and one evening, by way of confidence and 
*f freedom of difcourfe, confefled her own frailty 
*^ with Mr. Charles, and owned the place they 
^* were then in to be tlic fccne of their cprre- 
f^ fpondence ; but fpoke it as a matter of mere 
f ' divcrfion and frolick, l;hat if fhe fliould think 
f* fit to play him fuch a trick, flie coOld at any' 
** time pafs any other woman upon him, fhe 
** having already obliged him to the utmoft 
*f filence Yor her own fake. After a little dif- 
f^courfe to this purpofe, a well taught girl of 
f^ Jiers called her into another room ; fhe went 
f* out, but immediately returned, leading* Mr. 
f* Charles to her cuftomer, who fuffered more 
** than I can relate before fhe had fatisfied her 
f * amazement and curiofity upon the oddnefs of 
"^'. this adventure. The hufband concerned in 
** the hiftory, after fomc weeks finding, his eftate 
ff likely to be entailed upon the heirs of the 
V body of his wife lawfully begotten without 
^' much cpnfulting him^ in making the con- 
** veyance, was it feems, inconfiderately violent 
f ' on the occafion, and traced the injury to one 
*^ whom he could not but acknowledge innocent 

^'of 



\ 



12 T O W N-T A L K. N^ i. 

** of it ; and after mature vcx.ition, is now 
*^ fettled upon the matter, and fearful only that 
** his defcpndant may betray his fire by wanting 
^' one of his fenfes. The good man has the pbi- 
" lofophy to refled^ that fufh an evil could not 
f^ befal a rtiap with fo much caufc of confolation 
** elfewhere. If he is injured^ it is an injury 
^' that has not the difgracc of mens obfervation 
** on it ; nay, not fo much as of him vvho is the 
** author of it.. Mis. Thimble is too covetous, 
^' as well as too vain, to impart this lecret to one 
'" perfon only; and IVJr. Charles is become 
"a bye- word in a fifterhood .who know each 
** other to be entertained by hiin, Yo\x ihall 
*^ hear one of them talk of jf>i{ying the poor 
*^ blind of all the poor in the world : you (hall 
^* hear another of them fay, the blind are the 
** greatejl objeB of charity *. I will not nao^e 

^^ namesi; 

* The. Author himfelf makes an apology in his fecond number for 
the narration given here, in a manner it feemsthat|^<ive very great offenct. 
' It may flill be cenfured and cenfurable ; but in mitigation pf whatever 
cenfure it may deferve, fairnefs requires an obfervation here ; that it pro- 
bably dropt haflBy in the gaiety of his heart and inwar^nefs of conjugal 
confidence, from the pen of a fond hufband writing to a young, gjiy, 
and beautiful wife, who had been for fome time abfent from him. 
It does not follow from this that St k el e was not reprehenfible for cotn- 
municating to the public a nairative of this nature with a degree of free- 
dom hardly pardonable in relating it to the wife of his bofom. Pope had 
a happy fagacity in the difcrimination^of chara^ers, knew him well, 
and was niggardly enough in his compliments excepting to bimf«lf ; yet 
he bore Steele this honourable teAipiony recorded by Mr. Ruifheatl, 



N^i, TO W N-T A L K. 13 

" names ; but I know Mr. Charles has robbed 
*^ me of my miftrefs, nor do I pretend to rival.'* 

Here Mr. Arthur faw a little feverity arife in 
the ladies looks ; but keeping up his confidence, 
he faid ** he knew he told them only what they 
^* had all heard before ;^' and calling Mr. 
Charles the happieft deluded man in the world, 
went out of the room without hearing our re- 
fledtions on his narrative. 

Madam, I could not have given you this (lory, 
but tiiat it is abfolutely neceflary, as being an 
incident that lets you into the Prefent State of 
Love \ and it being the newefl: adventure in the 
Town, as well as likely to produce more than is 
yet come to light, it was neceflary to let you 
into the whole affair. But I will leave Charles 
in the Burning Zone, to give a farther account 
of what you recommended to me, which was, to 
fee Plays, and give you my fentiments of tbofe 
entertainments, and the talk of the company *. 

It 

" He bad a real lovt of virtue^ Thofe who arc beft acquainted with 
Steele's writings, will be moft readily difpofed to fubfcribe heartily 
to Pop e*s opinion. With an uncommon ihare of vivacity, and a plea- 
furable difpofition, Steele appeal's to have kept on the beA principles, 
a flriit guar-d on the wantonnefv of his imagination. Of the many and 
various produ<5lio.iS of his pen that are. now known, it is but bare juftice 
to fay in general, that they are manly, chafte, and meritorious, mani- 
feftly defigned, and admirably calculated to infpire and fuppoit wifdom 
aod goodnefs, aiid the love of them. 

* This palfage feems to countenance the fuppofition fuggefted in the 
Note to p. 2. Such a recommendation as is here mentioned can hardly be 
fuppofed to have come from any Lady but his own j and from her it rnjghc 

- . come 
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It IS certain the Fair Sex lead the faflrion ; and 
I cannot give you a more lively image that the 
generality of thofe who live at their eafe are 
either employed very frivoloufly, or as the 
Iharers in "Mr. Charles are, than this, that the 
Tragedy of ** Venice Preferved" was very thin 
of Ladies, and the audience difcovered fo poor 
a tafte, that the mofl applauded paffage in the 
whole play was Belvid.era's defcription of the 
raviftier old Renault, .The diftrefs of a 
couple undone by a generous paflion, the mifery 
of a whole nation (hortly coming to pafs," and a 
. woman of honour involved in the ruin, though 
defigning to ferve her father and her country^ 
had no manner of effeft ; but they all under- 
flood what it wa^s to find a beautiful woman 
alone at midnight far from help, and the like. 
But they tell us^ we are to have a mighty amend- 
ment in theatrical entertainments, for there is 
forfooth a patent * that enables the undertaker at 
the houfe of Drury-Lane to chaftife the vices 
pf the ftage, and promote the interefts of virtue 
and innocence. . This, they tell you, will be 
immediately fet on foot; and they have indeed 
gone fo far into it, as to have refolved to cad the 

come Tcry properly, di(5lated either ty parfimony or kindfjcfs, as think.- 
iag the PUyhoufe where lier hulband was free and welcome, preferable 
to the Tavern, then too much fre(i«ented, where faftiidn and conviviality 
too o'ten tempted lum to fqiiander his m:oney, and injure his health. 
* See it ac large in N^ VI; 

playing 
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playing before the commeQcement of the en- 
filing fdlival with a Play, if ndt promoting 
Virtue, yet written in analogy to the principles 
of it, nay of Religion. The entertainment I 
mean is *' Hamlet," in which there are innu- . 
merable incidents which ftrongly ftrike the n^ind 
of the fpe<aator, with meflages of horjor,, re- 
venge upon unjuft adlions undertaken from 
ambition, with many other laudable circum- 
fiances, on which I have heard you make much- 
better obfervatiofis than I can fuggeft, unlefs I 
were to remind you of what you yourfelf faid of 
Ophelia's melancholy at the introdudion of 
the Grave-digger, the converfation of the fcholari 
with the prince, the duel, the explanation be- 
tween the fon and mother, and fo of the whole 
work. 

1 went, as you "bid me, to fee the Prifoners 
from Prefton * on Friday laft; but you could not 
have put me upon a more ungrateful tajk; to fee 
a number of deluded zealots fecrificed to the 
pride and ambition of thofe who will venture 

* Thefe, to the number of 2co, were brought to town Dec. 9, I7r5». 
under a firong guard, with fwords drawn, and bayonets at the end of 
thcii- nnuikets. Among them were the Lords Derwentwater and Wed- 
(Irington, both Catholics ; General ForeJfter, with his attendant Chap- 
lain, and a Catholic Prieft ; the Scotch Lords Nithefdale, Carnworth, 
Keiunuir ; Brigadier Mackintoflj, &c. After being led in proceflion 
through tlie principal ftreets ; thofe of fuperior quality were lodged in thft 
/Tower ; about 50 were condudled to Newgate ; 80 to tiie Fleet ; and 50 
to the. MaKihaifea. 

nothing 
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nothmg but their intcrell in another world for 
any caufe or partjr, was mattq- of forrow and 
pity to me ; though af the fame time I could 
not but rejoice in feeing the open enemies of 
my country difarmed and at mercy. There was a 
young lad therewith a rope round his flioulders^ 
who4t feems has ihewed an uncommon coxirage 
and magnanity. \i he can be begged at Tyburn^ 
he will be as great a public favoprite as mafter 
Charles is a private one*' 

I muft beg your cxcufe for anfwering how \i 
comes to pafs that the mod popular caufe, and 
a prince at the head of it with the ir.oft humane 
qualities that ever blcfl'ed a throne, Ihould not 
be more popular, and the principles and perfons 
of ^men who have fo many years meditated the 
general ruhi not yet the fcorrf and abomination 
of mankind. 1 will not anfwer fuch queftions, 
but confine myfelf to the rehearfal of Town-^ 
Talk, and have to do with the fcience of Poli^ 
ticks no otherwife than as it is fuch *. 

But when I tell you I will give you only the 
Talk of the Town, it is neceflary that I ex- 
plain what I underftand you expeift by that de- 
fcription of the fort^of intelligence you would 
have. It is ordinary to fay the City, Town^ *and 
Country ; this takes in the refidence of all the 

» The menning i;, that he would not write of any thing of a p^Uticd 
nanire, luilcfs it became TVwi-Ti/A. 
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inhabitants of this great and Virtuous ifland : 
but the word Town implies the beft people in 
the whole, where-evet they are pleafed or arc 
^ifpofed or are able to five. The^own is the ^ 
upper part of the world, or rather the fafhion- 
able people, thofe who are diftinguiflied from 
the reft by fome eminence. Thefe compofe 
what we call The Town ; and the intelligent 
very well know, that many have got eftates both 
in London and Wcftminfter, and died in thefe 
cities, that could never get into Town. As the 
Exchange is the heart of London ; the great 
Hall^ and all under ^the contiguous roofs, the 
heart of Westminster; fo is Ccvent-Garden 
the heart of The Town. What happens to be 
in difcourfe or agitation among the pleafurable 
and reafonable people is what fliall make up The 
Town-Talk. 

The Idle and the Lazy are equally out of 
Town, if nothing arifes from their lloth or em- 
ployment worth preferring them to the notice of 
the elegant. It is in this fpirit, that when the 
ftreets and houfes are full, it is often very 
juftly faid " there is nobody in Town/' And 
when the men of bufinefs are at a lofs, it is dic« 
tated by us who are in Town what they Ihould 
do, and we fay, ** The Town will have it"' fo 
and fo. It is to be noted, that every one would 
be in Town if they could, b,ut fomething or 
C other 
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other happens unfortunately, that thoufands die 
by the way. I ihaU give you an exaft account 
from time to time who are in Town, who are 
travelling to it, and who are out of the road, and 
drive from it in proportion to the fpeed they 
make towards it. 1 am. Madam, 
Your moft obedient, 

and moft humble fervant. 



N^ IL Friday, December 23. 17 15, 



MADAM, I 

TH E epiftle, which I ient you laft week, had ! 
a narration in it which has given very great ] 
offence * ; but I had no apprehenConj that it ; 
would difturb you ; for though the fads which \ 
compofc the ftory are highly licentious, I am j 
confident it was told in a manner which could | 
pot excite to the vice it defcribed, but exprefled j 
what happened, by drawing the imagination to 
another pbjedt, the very inftant wherein the moll: 
blameable tranfaftion was intimated. There was 
a drift in beginning in this manner our corre- 
fpondence ; for as it is the wife provifion of our 
Uw- givers to take care that every member fliould 

♦ See the note in p. iz, ^ fe^^. 

S write 



N^2- TOWN-TALK. 19- 

write the whole fuperfcription of the letters which 
they frank, I could not get any to do me that fa- 
vour, without naming your name; for which, and 
many other reafons, I print what I fend you, to 
raife a fund for poftage, as well as that I would 
have the opinion of the Town upon what I write 
to her whom I prefer to all the reft of my readers. 
Had there beeri nothing of amorous intrigue ifi 
the ftory, it had lain like the tranflation of an 
Itdian Opera, ftripped of the mufick, which 
makes the nonfehfe pafs off. There is an efta- 
blifhed ftate of Innocence and Virtue, which is 
of too healthy a complexion to receive hurt or 
contagion from the obfervation of vices and in- 
firmities, in which other people rejoice. To 
fuch an one as your Ladylhip, the intrigues of vi- 
cious lovers may be related with the fame fafety, 
as gambols, dances and gefticulations in a 
drunken Dutch pi(5ture, may be feen by a fober 
and intelligent man. He has a pleafure in calm 
and indolent refledions above all that can be 
tafted in frolick and jollity : and part of this 
fatisfadtion- arifes from the inward fenfe of a 
tranquillity unknown to thofewho are in the 
madnefsof laughter. 

I went the other day to vifit the lady you coii;- 

pianded me, and found her up and drefled at^ 

twelve a clock in the morning. She gave me a 

C z cuj) 
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cup of tea^ and began, and naming you^ faid, 
'* file was fure the paper of Town-Talk was 
** written for your Ladyfliip*s fervice,and by me." 
I was going to fay fomething in cvafion of that 
queflion^ when ihe faid, " Well, Sir, I defirc 
*' you would give my humble fervice, and tell 
** her, if ihe were now in Town, ftie would be 
** the moft particular odd creature in the world. 
^* Her way was always to be fome way or other 
*^ employed ; Ihe ufed to be at her needle, hear- 
** ing another read, or elfc in her clofet, half 
*^ the morning, reading alone. But pray tell 
** her from me, that flie would have the fate 
** that I have, who was a woman of the fame 
** kind of breeding, to be thought old-faflbioned, 
*' particular, and pretending. Women now-a- 
^'. days do only grow tall, and then get a toler* 
** able air in their perfon, and they are ac- 
*^ compiiftied ladies. All the reft is fupplied 
** by living in little groupes and parties, and 
*^ putting every thing out of countenance which 
*^ they don't like, or running it down in. the 
^' circle wherein they. themselves were. This is^ 
^[ a fliort way to fupply thofe defers which arc 
^* not to be got over without thought and ap- 
*^ plication. 

. *' The perfons of all thofe not in the favour 
•^ of one of thefe gangs, are confidered from 
If head to foot; and then it is fo hideous, that 

**fuch 
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*^ fuch a one Ihould pretend to have any thing 
** that became her. Being out of their favour 
** is being guilty of all evil, and being in it 
** furnifties the favourite with all that is good. 
• ** This, Madam, is the infolence of fafliion and 
** wealth, which keeps the meaneft people above 
•• contempt, gives them the affurance to throw 
** all diftindtions into that one circumftance, 
** with this addition, which is very particular, 
" that that Ihall not be a fecurity to thofe whom 
*' they of the gang do not like, though it is all 
** they have thenifelves to fupport them in the 
*^ pretenfion of approving or difliking any one 
« elfe. 

^' When people go beyond the rules of de- 
** cency and reafon, they give no bounds to 
*' their infolence and aflfedtation. Fine ladies 
^* fhall pretend to make it a falhioa to a<ft and 
** talk fillily. If there be any thing peculiar in 
" the tone of a voice, the nod of the head, oi 
•* the gefture of the body, that they think gives 
^* a pretty and odd diftindlion to thenifelves, you 
*' Ihall have one of them fpeak in that affed'ed 
*' manner a thing prcmeditately filly, and the 
*• reft fliall admire it, ^ That is fo natural^ That 
••is like her!* Naivete is a great word with 
** them on that occafion, and I have very oftca 
•^ heard it, as a term of praife, faid, * That was 

C q '*[o 
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*^ fo foolilh !* It would be endlefs to recount 
*' to you the many inftances of this kind, which 
" every body that keeps good company muft 
*^ have obferved, , and they cannot have cfcaped 
*' your notice/* 

' We were here interrupted by a fervant's en* 
tcring the room, and ulhering in your coufin 
Arthur. 

My friend received him, by reafluming the 
difcourfe, and telling him, " that (he was now 
*^ entertaining me with fome particular fenti- 
*^ mcnts of her own, concerning the fine women 
*^ of this age." 

He would not give her time to proceed, but, 
what is feldom pleafing to her, took the words 
out of her mouth ; and taking his feat, ** Madam,'*- - 
faid he, " I never could yet underftand what 
** they meant by a fine lady. The ordinary 
*' idea, that ftrikes the imagination in the men- 
^^ tion of her, is a female, fomewhat below the 
** fize of a man, who is not reckoned tall. It is 
** an harmony of fuppofed limbs, hid from us 
" by foft attire, of well-chofen colours. It has 
*^ a countenance made up of agreeable features 
*:' and a fair completion.*' The lady, inter- 
rupted him with, *^ O fie, Mr. Arthur !'* and a 
modefty as if he was defcribing her. He took 
the hint' with quicknefs enough ; and faid,. 

" Madam, 
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^* Madam, it is certainly fo, that your fine lad/ 
^^ has nothing of you, whom I really think one, 
** in the general acceptation of the word, but 
** your perfon. The fine lady is as little Under- 
** flood as \S\^ fine gentleman. W^ <3o not think 
•* of the obedient daughter, the agreeable wife, 
*' the chafte matron, the deferving fitter, or a 
** creature with any one attribute, but what are 
•* inherent in her very make, and as infeparable 
*^* from her as life and motion. She may be, for 
*^ aught we obferve of a fine lady, a ter- 
*^ magant, and an impertinent, vain, filly, and 
*^ malicious, without the leaft decay of features 
•* or charms ; and when we defcribe her to 
** our own minds as fuch a mere mechanifm, 
*-* why Ihould (he difcompofe her pretty Being 
^* with fearching after accomplilhments, which 
*' are feparate from the reafons of our liking ? 
" You, Madam, whom I have known fo ob- 
V liging a fitter to your brothers, fo ufeful and 
** helpful a daughter to your mother, fo orna- 
** mental aivd honourable a wife to your hufband, 
*' cannot fufFer the leatt decay in your perfon or 
. •* your countenance, till I know you are weary 
*' of the exercife of thofe qualities in any of 
♦' thefe relations/* 

*^ Sir,** faid fhe with an air of much frank- 

nefs, *' I take very kindly what you fay, becaufe 

C 4 •* I cannot 
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" I cannot but be confcious of having carefully 
^' endeavoured to difcharge thofe duties for 
*^ which you have commended me ; though at 
" the fatwe time I muft confefs to you that the 
V homage, which I thought you were fo courtly 
•• as to pay my perfon in the defcription of a 
^^ fine woman, gratified my humour much more 
^' than thefe reafonable praifes. When I own 
** this, you muft acknowledge alfo on your fide, 
" that it is becaufe you value us moft for what 
" is leaft pr^ife-worthy, that we ftudy to excel 
** in things leaft valuable in themfelves. Would 
^f you have us, whofe bufinefs is to win you, 
^^ prefent to your view what yourfelves moft 
•^ negledl? If you efteem only trifles^ they ceafe 
^* to be fuch to us, whofe fate depends upon^ 
" your eftee.m.'* 

" You are always,'* replied Mr. Arthur, 
^* very reasonable in your refle<5tions ; but you 
*' may talk on this fubjedt with fafcty ; one who^ 
" excels every way, "need not be much con* 
** cerned what quality or endowment has the 
'* faftiion of the age or tiitie on its fide. But 
*' the beft vehicle for conve3^ing right fentiments- 
*^ into the people, is certainly the Theatre ; and 
*' I have been credibly informed that the 
** fharcrs in that of DRt/RY-LANE had formed a 
" dcfign of reforming the prefent tafte of it, by 
" giving due encouragement to men of abilities, 

'' as 
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" as well by ^careful performance of what they 
** Ihould aa, as a juft I'ecotnpence foe thepur- 
^* chafe of their works^ to engage them fteadily 
*' and heartily in their intereftst But a nt^ 
^* houfe^ ^finely gilded, having been opened 
againft them laft winter,^ they were forced to 
fufpend their improvement, to cpnfidt their 
^^ fafety^ whkb was, in yeryr gceat danger, by. the 
** lofs of many of their aftors, who knew, if 
** they were not excellent, they were neceffary. 
" lam very glad to hear they are provided with 
*^ others to fupply fuch parts, and have leifure 
*' enough to profecute the reformers laudable 
** undertaking. The favour of fome eminent 
** perfons, who will fliortly appear the profeffed 
** patrons of this deiign, may poffibly be fuffi- 
^* cient to oppofe the torrent of ignorance and 
*' prejudice, which muft attend an innova- 
** tion of that kind upon an audience, who 
*' are fo utterly lawlefs and unreftrained as not 
*' to be checked even by refpeft to each other. 
^* It is to me a caufe both of indignation and 
*' laughter, to fee the wit of the Britilh Theatre 
** proteded by a' grenadier at each entrance of 
" the ftage* but difEculty in the profpeft muft 
** not deter well-meaning endeavours from mak- 
" ing the attempt* If they fucceed in it, they 
•^ ought to be regarded as patriots in the learned 
*' world, who are to pafs through a great deal 

'^ of 
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** of outrage from the lewd and impertinent, 
^* the proud and ignorant, for attempting to^. 
*• difturb their enjoyment of ill -nature and 
*• ill-manners, and bring them under the yoke 
** of civility. I have often faid, it would 
•* mightily conduce to the reformation of 
^* the Stage, that the Author of a Play ihould 
** be concealed till the fate of it was over ; or, 
** indeed, till he had refolved to write no longer 
*' for the ftage. It is incredible what prejudices 
** and animofities arife againfl: any man who 
f* even in this way, which one would think very 
** much abftraded from the interefts of thofe 
" who do not themfelves write, endeavours to 
" excell and recommend himfelf to mankind. 
'* I happened, at the requeft of fome Jadies who 
" befpoke it, to be at the revival of * The Lady's 
^' laft Stake, or the Wife's Refentment * ;' the 
*^ paffages which I liked moft in it, having for- 
" merly read the play, I obferved were omitted 
^^ in the adion ; upon enquiry, it did not ^ little 
' ^^ divert me to find that they were left out for 
<* fear of offending two parties, which make a 
*^ great part of the audience in the ftruggle of 
^^ two houfcs •, to wit, the Whof es and the Game- 
•' fters. Sir Friendly Moral, in the fifth 
** adt. where the dialogue turns upon the choice 
*^ of company, exprefles himfelf in this faucy 

* A Comedy, by C. Gibber. 

** manner 
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** manner againft the faid two powerful parties* 
^' It is in my opinion as diflidneft in a man of 

Equality, to converfe with a well bred rbgue^ 
** as it were unfafe for a woman of reputation^ 
*^ to make a companion of an agreeable ftrum- 
** pet. People's tafle and principles are very 

1^'juftly meafured by their choice of acquain- 
** tance. Befides, a man of honour owes the 
** difcountenance of a villain, as a debt to his. 
*' own dignity. How poor a fpirit muft it fliew 
*^ in our people of fortune, to let fellows who 
** deferve hanging every other day of their 
** lives, die at laft of fitting up in the beft 
*^ company !' There is no doubt but both of 
** thefe parties take themfelves to be injured^ 
*^ when put upon the level with Players, and 
** would have refented to have One for their 
** Monitor. For this reafon honeft Gibber fear- 
** ing himfelf not to be of quality to be wife, 
*^ ftruck this piece of morality out of his play*. 
^^ The unexpedled reconciliation of the maimed 
" pair was received with an honeft and good- 
*^ natured emotion of heart. There is another 
'* uncommon diftrefs in it, which deeply en- 
'* gaged the audience in the cataftrophe without 
** the help of fword, dagger, tyranny, or poifon, 
*' You have there a woman of quality and un- 
** blemifhed fame, made up for a few moments 
** the greateft objedt of compaffion, by unwarily 

" purfuing 
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** purfaingti diverfioiY in itfelf indifferent; her 
«« danger is no left than that of the lofs of her 
" honour, of herfelf ; and fhe is relieved by 
** an artful turn in the Play, and cured of the 
•* folly that led her into it. You know, Madam, 
^ I who am a profeffed admirer of Shakespear 
** and of his plays,' think Othello the neareft 
'* a pcrfeft piece ; when I fay a perfedl piece, I 
" fpeak alittle in the ftyle of a Critic, and have 
•• fome dramatic rules at heart more than itis for 
** the intereft of Shakespear his readers (hould 
*^ regard. I have engaged feveral ladies of my 
** acquaintance to befpeak this Play; upon which 
^* occafion we fent for Mr Gibber, to know 
** whether we c6uld have it adted. It was a 
^* lady, who has very defervedly much power in 
** town, afked for this Tragedy ; but we were 
** mightily furprized to obferve the coldnefs 
** with which he received her commands. He 
" eafily took notice of a refentment in her upon 
'* it, and excufed himfelf by faying, * There was 
•' nobody but him to adt Iago.* She anfwered, 
<^ « Why, Mr. Gibber, I liked you mightily inr 
" it/ * So great an honour as this,* he replied, 
" 'makes fome recompence for the ill-will I 
'* have gained among our common audience for 
" the many ill adtions I have done under cha- 
" rafters of that fort.' We laughed at his dif- 
^' trefs ; but be infilled upon it, that it had a 

«« very 
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** very important ill cffeft upon his own little 
** affairs and converfation in the world. He ac- 
*^ knowledged, it proceeded from a good caufc 
^* in the audience, their deteftation of the falfe- 
*^ hood he was guilty of in thofe charad^rs, 
** without confidering, that if he himfclf had 
** not the fame deteftation, he could never per- 
*^ form them. The horror of the vice is what 
** capacitates a man to fearch into it, and expofe. 
^* it in its due deformity. Were this vice a 
*' man's own, he could not for his foul give it 
*^ out in odious and fuitable geftures; but tlie 
** common people, who arc hurried by fenfiblc 
** objeds without refledion, catch at the ador 
*^ for the murtherer and tlie villain. They do 
/* not confider, a man perfonates, and revenge 
*^ themfelvcs in the imagination upon the imme- 
** diate oflTendcr; they carry this diftafte to an 
" averfion for a man's perfon, in all the indif- 
*^ ferent circumftances of life.'* 

This was the main of the Chit-chat I met 
with where you commanded me to viiit ; and I 
could not but refled with fome gravity upon 
the ill confequence of doing unacceptable things, 
however laudable it may be in him who under- 
takes them ; and I hope. Madam, I ihall have 
your good will in proportion to the diflike I am 
fure to meet with for the juft reprcfentations I 

make 
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make to you, of perfons whom any of my 
readers may believe they refemble. 

Mrs. Thimble has been at my lodgings this 
morning, and threatens me with nothing lefs 
than fword and piflol, from fome Bravoes in her 
intereft, for difcovering her charitable Iharing 
her friend Mr. Charles. The whole Sifter- 
hood arc alarmed at it ; but as it has not abated, 
but rather increafed the number of Mrs. 
Thimble's cuflomers, if Ihe takes the law of 
me, flic will be at a lofs to prove damages. I 
could not have got her out of my lodgings this 
morning, but that flie is in conftant fear fome of « 
her maids ftiould attend when Mr. Char l es calls. 

I cannot at prefent furnilh put fuch a quantity 
of Tittle-tattle as you cxpedl from me. 
Without falling upon the common topick of 
thofe that want difcourfe, talking of the weather ; 
but it fupplied me with an accident to-day, 
which I was wifliing I could reprefent to you. 
You know Mr, Doughty, who is the moft fu- 
percilious, haughty, difdainful, and bloated 
proud rogue in the univerfe. Our familiar friend, 
Jack Handcuff, is his mortal averfion. I faw 
them meet to-day in the Piazza of Covent- 
Garden ; it gave me an idea I had never before 
had, that a proud fellow fuffers more than all 
Ithc reft of the fpecies in cold weather. DoughtIt 

looked 
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looked dired:ly forward, and ftrove to overlook 
-him; but that was impoffible, for Jack feized 
him, and expreffes a thoufand familiar fatif- 
faftions in meeting him. Upon the furly dumb- 
nefs and ftrange look of Doughty full upon him. 
Jack begins to enquire with much folicitation 
about his health i '' for," faid he, ^* methinks 
<^ you look thinner than you had ufed to do.*^ 

Doughty, Ihrinkipg with cold, and fretting 
with pride, dxfabled his features from expreffing 
^ their ufual haughtinefs^ fo that he became the 
pity of him that was his fcorn. 

I pafled by them in this afpeft, wondering with 
myfelf, that all common fufferings, even that of 
the feafon and weather, does not raife in men 
common benevolence. At this tune of the year, 
were I to ad^quaintyou with the miferable objedlsl 
pafs by, ready to die away in the midft of health 
for meer cold and hunger, it would too nearly 
touch your generous and afFed:ionate temper, 
which 1 know has moved you at the approach- 
ing feftival to make provifion for the diftrefles 
of your indigent neighbours. But I grow grave, 
and forget that doing you juftice on this head 
would be a fatire upon the generality of thofe 
in your condition. Every body is preparing to 
repeat with frelh vigour in the new year the 
fpliies and vaniues which make up the account 

of 
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of the old one. Mahc i a has thcfe thirty years 
appeared in the (ame colours for which Ae was 
fo much comttiended at five and twenty. Wc 
-every year alter; biit none but fuch asyou, who 
havea pteafure in cxpefting to change life itfelf 
fyr a better, can, maugre all the mortiHcations 
that every body meets with, believe they abate 
in thcic appejurance from what they were under 
thirty. 

Your Coufin Andrew carried the letter of 
-recommendation to him who is fo able at this 
time to ferve him, but has waited to no purpofc, 
after many ambiguous and general proteftations 
^md promifes of kindnefs. He is in a very fuUen 
way, and was murmuring among a fet of his 
.friends, the other night, at a man who was 
fomuch obliged, and had it fo much in his 
-power to ferve him. Your uncle, who deals 
mightily in Proverbs and Stories, told him,^* He 
** muft not be angry at the Gentleman, for it was 
*/ the mill that did it.'* We wanted his meaning, 
^nd he told us the following ftory. ** A country 
•* fellow carrying a fack of wheat to the mill, met 
«' the miller going out upon Ibnie exraordinary 
** occafion ; but the peafant, being hts friend, 
** he gave him the key of the mill, and defired 
** him to grind his corn himfelf, and throw the 
«« toll, due for grinding into a tub he would" fee 

" hard-by 
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^ hard-by him. The next time they met, the 
^'countryman thanked him for his kindnefs, 
•* and being but a frclh rogue, took the miller 
** alide and begged his pardon, for that inftead 
*' of puttmg the corn he defired hi'm into the 
^ tubi he had taken twice as much out of the 
•* tub tt) put into his Own fack. The miller 
^ fmiled, and faid, it wa^ riot you but the mill 
** that did it; it is the nature of that engine to 
*• make men rogues as foon as they come into 
^ the mill, whatever they were before they cri- 
*' tered. t am. Madam, 

''Your nioft: obedient humble! fervant.^ 

- ' ' ' ' ' • ; V ' T^ [' I na 

N"" ji Friday, Dctcnlber jo^ I715. 



MADAM, 

ITis fo hatd a talk to tell you all that paflfci 
in Town, that whatever your defign was in 
laying upon nk this command, you mud be 
contented, inftead of hearing of all that comesi 
to light between Knightfbridge and Stepney, 
and St. George's-Fields and Hogfddn, to know 
only what occurs to me, who dwell among the 
inhabitants within that length and breadth ; but 

D in 
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in obedience to you, I always pais my time and 
converfe with a view to the duty you have laid 
upon me ; and have it conflantly in my thoughts, 
how the reprefentation of the prefent inftant will - 
pleafe a friend at a diftance, for w~hom I have^fo 
great a value. But I find I muft be very carer, 
ful how I fet my mind in a morning, if I would 
be able to make an agreeable rehearfal to you 
of the occurrences of the day ; for the temper 
wich which a man fir ft leaves his lodging, in a 
great meafure determines what Ihall pleafe or 
difpleafe till the fun goes down. 1 often begin 
my day v;ith reading. It would be needlefs to 
tell you the names of great authors with whom 
1 have been lately delighted; but I was par- 
ticularly pleafed with the praife of a Divine Phi- 
losopher, whom one of my books commends for 
beiog the firft who laboured to make wifdom 
confift in pradlical things, and by whofe means 
rhllofophyj. which was befc/e converfant in 
enquiries after hidden, and perhaps ufelefs. 
truths, became ufcful for our condudt in 
ordinary life, and the common trad: of bu- 
finefs, however exalted or humble were men^s 
occupations : his great employment was, to 
enquire into the fources of virtue and vice, and 
vyhat was good and evil in itfelf, and confe- 
quently to be purfued or avoided ; matters of 
nieer fcience, he was apt to believe, did not at 
^ all 
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all concern us; or, ininft^nces where it was 
argued they did, he could be brought to 
value. them no farther than as they promoted 
worthy adtions. The followers of this great 
man made nature their guide, in purfuiflg an 
innocent, a pleafant, a virtuous, or a glorious 
life ; and they obferved, that men arrived at 
thefe according as they were qualified by nature 
for them, or as they improved or vitiated her 
jdndowments by floth or vice,induftry or virtue : 
Aey diftinguifhed the gifts of the body from 
the faculties of the mind : fome bodily gifts, 
they noted were general, others, particular ; the 
general were health, ftrength, and beauty ; the ^ 
•particular were, having their- fenfes entire, and 

i^ an excellencb in fome one or other organ; as, 
-fwiftnefs in the ffeet, ftrength in the hands, tone 
in the voice, and diftindt articulation of founds 
in the tongue. As to the gifts of the mind, 
they apprehend nothing to be fucb, but wh.:t 
was employed, or naturally tended to make men 
Uvirtuous. I cannot give you any words which 
exprefs the requifites there wanted to promote 
this end better thanthofe of Genius and Me- 
-mory'; by the help of which, under the check 
of good fenfe, men became acconiplifhed.: they 
laid no gredt ftrefsor value upon capacity only to 
to be good, .but faculties exerted to worthy pur- 

^ pofes was virtue. 

D 2r Man, 
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Man^ according to thefe Sages, was born a 
citizen, by nature obliged tp the offices and 
duties of focial life : to keep this alive in hioi, 
and to 2nGt acc(MtUng to this natural obligation, 
ought to be his firft endeavour; to be more or 
Jefs able to obey this dilate/ were the rcs^om^ 
and the only reafons, why a wife and good man 
fliould put a value upon Riches, Glory, Fame, 
^nd Power ; thefe things' were chiefly to be rc^ 
garded, which gave mofi pleafure to the fioul^ 
and appeared greateft to the mind, from th^ir 
own nature ; and whicli to enjoy, the fenfes 
were only fetvants, and not com{>anions of the 
pleafure* Solid Virtue and true Honour cannoiC 
be obtained without the fenfes ; but after they 
have conmyed the notices which lead to then^ 
the mind only is gratified in the enjoyment of 
them. It was from tjiefe refle&roos they ac- 
quired a contempt of Pleafure, and an ambition 
to undertake great and honourable anions, 
which agreed with their notions of Virtue ;. and 
from hence it was, that Friendflup was born, ax^d 
Juftice and Equity became the love and admi- 
ration of mankind : Glory, by this means, took 
place of Pleafure, and was preferred to the 
many feeming advantages of life. 

While I was writing down thefe generous 

hints, to make part of my prefent epiftle, Coufui 

' Arthur. 
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Arthur canae in to me, and obfcnriBg the book 
that lay before me, toW tne, "I muft lay -it 
'^ afide, nod go with him to vtfit a place ivhich 
" owed to Philofbphy the greatefl benefits of 
"ordinwyUfe; for now at laft is it a trath/' 
faid he, ^' that the Wife Man, or the Philo- 
** fo]>her, can do every thiug. Come,** faid he, 
*^ do not let us ftand ihivering here in De- 
^* cember j but go with me, and I will caury you 
*^ to Mfey-day witfam this half-hpur/* I looked 
him in the face. " ARTHtrR,** faid I, ^* thou 
*^ enjoyeft more changes than any man %ipon 
*^ earth, befides thyfelf, who^s in his fenfes.*' 

He did not think me worth a reply, but bid 
tny fervant order the coach to turn, then began 
to explain himfelf, «' I know you wife fellows 
^ have very little regard for us adive and viva- 
^' cious fpirits; therefore I will not be beholden 
^^ to you for giving me any credit, but Ihall 
^^ carry you to a place where you will think 
•^yourfelf enchanted; f6r by going up but 
*^ one pair of flairs, lyou fliall be conveyed into 
•* quite another region and climate, and fee as 
" agreeable company as any of your acquain* 
** tance, and thofe of your acquaintance in the 
*^ alacrity and indolence which is beftowed by 
" a temperate clime. All that vexes me," faid 
he, *^ is, that I fliould be out of countenance to 
D 3 *^ intro- 
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'* introduce you in that thick Drap de Berry; 
'* you fee this upper coat that I have on.myfelf, 
*^ I can ealily throw off; and I am here in this 
" fine camlet, and in a figure fit to pafs my time 
'^ among ruftiing fiiks, and playing of fans, and 
^^ fit for the agility which will be required from 
•^ the invit^tV)n of a fummer's evening, which 
" we defign this fliall be, among fo many gentle- 
** men and ladies.** 

I let him talk on, and took coach with him, 
telling him, *^ I thought the inhabitants of this 
^^ new region would eafily excufe one who 
*' you might aflure them lived in the latitude 
'^ of London, and did not exped: to be intro- 
*^ duced into Fairy-ground, at leaft before he 
^* was warm in bed again." — *^ Well," faid he, 
•^ I know you are an Infidel; but I am carrying 
^^ you to a very large apartment, in which there 
*' is a room, finiihed in fuch a manner, that 
*^ through imperceptible paffages in the mould- 
^' ings of it, freih ak is always admitted ; but 
*' before it is fo, it is. warmed to what degree 
*^ of heat fhall be called for. This is performed 
/^ by fecret meanders in the flru(3:ure of the 
^^ chimney, and was contrived by the direftion 
f^ of that excellent philofopherMr* Uesagu- 

" LIERS*." 

* This paragraph led to a curious altercation of which the particalai'S 
^ay be fecn m TowN-TAtK, ^i*^ yi^. 

' '■ ■ ' Wc 
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We are now, arrived at the place of entertain- 
ment ; and the good company flocked about us 
as if I were juft landed fjom Iceland or Green- 
land. A very particular young lady, who has 
been extremely commended for her wit, which ■ 
is generally only animal life in her, came up to 
me with a very obliging air ; and taking me by 
the hand, told me, " I fhould be extremely 
** welcome to the gentleman who commanded 
•* there, Jf I would give him an account by 
** what adventures I was fo fafely arrived 
•* from the Frigid Zone to this temperate 
•* region, and, with a very grave air, welcomed 
•*,me to Naples. You are clad Sir, in the 
•• Ruffian habit, but I (hall not foreftall your 
" flory." 

When I flood in fome amazement, (he gave 
me to underftand, " That this city or territory 
•* was anciently called Paihenope^ and was ccle- 
" brated by the poets, as made for pleafurc, 
•* foftnefs, and tranquillity.'' Upon which (he 
'falls back, and at a proper diftance, alTuming 
an air of one fpeaking a prologue, with a moft 
janty courtefy, (he repeats with her eyes full 
upon mine, in praife of the place wherein I was 
to underfland I was received, 

*' Thefe are the gentle feats tliat I propofe, 
** And not cold Scythia's undiflolving fnows. 

D 4 " Here 
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** Here hufhM in calms, thei bordering Ocean larts 
'* Her filent coaft, and rolls in languid waves. 
** Kefrclhing winds the fummcr heats afluage, 
" And kindly warmth difarins the winter's rage* 
** RemovM from noifc and the tumultuous war, 
•* Soft Sleep and downy Eafc inhabit there, 
* And dreams unbroken ti'ith intruding care; 

It was of no confcqucnce wkh her that IJic 
injured fine Poetry, in leaving out what ihp 
pleafed, and repeating here for there ^ and tlw^ 
like ; for flie is in that time of life wherein 
every thing becomes that is not in itfelf diftaft- 
ful ; and a beautiful woman need not be exa^ 
to be pleafing. 

She had no fooner done repeating, but flj^ 
took me by the hand, and conducted me tp 
the upper end of the room, where was placed 
my ancient friend Mr. Johnson, in his arme^ 
chair, and one leg before him on a ftopU 
Yoii muft have heard me fpeak of him fojj- 
merly, as a man of the molt prudent good- 
nature and generofity whicH the age has pro- 
duced. He it feems, having heard that the Phi- 
lofopher above-mentioned profeffed to make an 
apartment to what degree warm he pleafed, had 
the bed in his houfe 'difpofed according to his' 
diredlion, and fiirft; employed it to divert his 
family, and receive the acquaintance of his fons, 

and 
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stnd pret^ders to his daughters in a mixed 
ilfltembly thefe holidays. Mr« Jghnsch^ hais a 
very ample fortune, and an umercmsfatmly: his 
eldeft Ton, now at age, and his daughter nsiar* 
iriageable^ If is imppflSible to obfcrve that ]be 
has a greater regard for one than another; for 
there is not one of them that cannot have eafy 
accefs even to his purfe in any thing that may 
be for their ufe or fervice, provided be doestiot 
by his own fancy, inconforniity to their defires, 
. think better for them than they ^ themfelve^/ 
This is very often the cafe, and they apply to 
him, from knowing his facility, rather as a(king 
his ajdvice in laying out money, than defiling 
tnoney itfelf. All his children know the ftrength 
^ his purfe; and his kindnefs and jufticc is 
fuch, that they confult one another to know 
whether the inclinations of one of them may not 
make it uneafy to him to gratify another. Thus 
he is fure all the children have agreed to what 
any one of them defires of him : he is ^ways 
ready to fupply them, and they as induftrious to 
convert that fupply into pleafures whereof hemay 
\)e a partaker. Therefore this artful room was 
firft devoted to innocent mirth, wherein thisex* 
cellcnt father was to prefcribe; and Coufia 
Arthur kept his word in promifing I Ihould be 
hrought into company lihould think agreeable. 
It was a fatisfa£Vion to Mr. Joar/soN to fee rod 
^ there; 
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there j and poinring to the next chair, I drew it 
near his armed one. When Iwas feated, the 
company went to their different entertainments, 
and left us to talk of themfelves, or any thing 
clfe that fhould occur. 

I made my friend compliments upon the hap- 
pinefs of his temper ; '* that though he had now 
** the remains of a gouty fit upon him, he could 
•' call off all fournefs fo well, as to take delight 
•• in being prefent at the pleafures of young 
" people."—'* Sir," replied he, ** I think it as 
** much a part of life to look on now with equa- 
•• nimity, as it was to aft my part ambitioufly 
/* in the pleafures niy fortune offered me at 
•• the years my fon is of now. You Ihall ftay 
" dinner, and this day you muft be of my 
•* family.*' - 

1 did not make much difficulty of paffing my 
time in fo good Company. The day pafled as 
it ufually does in the mid ft of feafting, without 
much enjoyment of each other's company ; but 
repaft, if taken moderately, exhilarates the fpirits 
for mirth ; and all the company feemed to have 
had that in view by the appearance they made 
by candle-light ; for you could fee a compla- 
cency in every face, as if they united rather to 
receive their fatisfaftion from what they fee 
pleafing in others, than from any boifterous ex- 
ultation in themfelyes. 

Yo« 
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,You muft know, coufin Arthur began the 
ball, and took out MrsrBiDDY, the third daugh-^ " 
ter of Mr. Johnson* He is, you will allow, a 
nioft graceful dancer, and being very miich 
himfelf when he dances from the cxadnefs . of 
his -ear, his motions are moft exquifitely pleaf-, 
ing to the fpeftator, and the lady who dances 
with him. What makes me admire him of all 
the young men I have feen is, that he has the 
look of a Brother to his partner, rather than 
that of a Lover, iie had a moft obliging care 
^ to make Mrs. BiDoy recover froma downcaft 
air (he gaveherfelf, by hinting to her in dumb 
fliew that little fault, with a fmile and a nod 
of the head, which begged her pardon. It was 
delighful to fee the old man in his chair fo much 
concerned in the matter, and fhew an earnellnefs 
next to motion to the tune. I a(ked him, ^^ who 
•* that gentleman was that fate over agninft us, 
" not much pleafed with this part of the enter- 
;•* tainment.'' He anfwered, '• He is a near re- 
" lation of mine; he minds nothing but bu!i- 
^' nefs, and does not underftand the importance 
^* of trifles. I mean," continued he, •* my kinf-~ 
'* man does not underftand that it is neccflary 
*^ to make young people know how to do thefc 
^' things. gracefully ; and yet at the fame time 
** know it is a trifle when they have excelled in 
M it. When young people learn them with that 

'' fcnfe 
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^* fenfe of them, they are delighted while they 
f^ kam, and are not vain when they are perfeft. 
** It is cafily to be fecn who of the company 
** had this notion of the matter when they w«re 
^f taught 5 you fee there is not that ridiculous 
** awe and fcrioufnefs which appears in thofe 
^* whom it cofts labour and thought to whiik 
•* about a room. The eafe and tranquillity of 
*' the mind fhew themfelvcs in graceful and free 
** motion.*' 

I took an occafion to faunter round the room, 
and throw myfelf in the way of the company id 
the intervals from dancing* Fine Mrs. Dim- 
rANY aflted me for your Ladyihipi with a 
thoufand other queftions I knew not how to re'- 
folve. She keeps up her humour of pretend- 
ing to wit and a fpice of learning. She faid, 
" You would be furprizcd to hear we had met 
'\ at Naples ; and defired me to fay (he was 
'* mightily diverted with the Hecatomi>s ;" (fhe 
would, I fuppofc, have faid the Catacombs.) You 
are ncft to wonder that the particularity of being 
in fo hard a feafon removed from the feverities 
of it, kept the company together moft of the 
night. The invention which is brought to this 
perfedipn by Mr. Desaguliers is what I 
know will be an entertaining piece of news to 
you ; for me there could not be a thing more 
to be wiflhed, efpecially to us J(/landers, th^n 
q that 
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that without motion you migfet eBJoy the ^ of 
a0jr country without the tro*ibk of failing or 
fra^ireUing to it. Add to this, that it is always 
frefh ; and for that reafon^ befide the pleafurss 
It aicurds to men in healthy it admintftet^ new 
life to the fick and decrepid^ who often perilh 
for the want of this fold convenience of going 
into better air. You are to know alfo that the 
gentleman acknowledges the nrft invention to a 
Irench Author who has written a trad* upoa 
the fubjeft, and a partner of that Author is come 
intp England to claim the jbeneiit of i£. Qur 
CQ^n(rymaa has^ the candour to adunit his pre^ 
tenfionseven to his improvements, from the re* 
-^eft he pays to, Art, provided he performs the 
.work of which he aflerts himfelf the Inventor^ 

I cannot leave oflf talking of Mr. Johnson's 
room. Whether it was the natural effedt of the 
ferene feafcrn which Art had introduced in his 
apartment, or that his own influence over the 
company had difFufcd his temper into youog 
and c^d, I know not ; but never was there an 
evening pafled by a whole affembly, that ever I 
few in England before, where there was nothing 
furprizing, but all delightful. You would have 
thought yourfelf in a dream, or that you were 
beholding a pidture of what fliould be pleafure# 
But I fear the Philofophy 1 was reading in the 
morning had fome effcft upon me in all 1 had 

to 
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to* do with the n^xt four- dnd- twenty hoUr^ ; for 
it' was a very hard thing to pat me in a raptu* 
rous way. Other wife I cannot but own to yoii> 
that if I had feen any of the Nymphs which I 
met at Naples, even in our cold climate-' at 
High Mall^ I could not have been fouircon- 
' cefncd Z) fpedtator as I was at Mr. Johnson's. 
I was mightily pleafed with a circumftance 
which happened that night. There was a letter 
fome way or other conveyed into the fleeve of 
the youngcft daughter : (he brought it to het 
father to perufe ; told him, ^' (be knew no^bne 
*^ was to^ be there that night but what was 
*' proper for her to receive an overture from ;^' 
faid, " Ihe would anfwer it; and'defire^-his ad- 
*^ vice what it Ihould be.'* This communicatran 
•of councils even in fuch a particulafi' and her 
declaration at firft, ** Ihe would anfwer it, -'is 
■what Itake fo much notice of. Mrs. Johkson 
talks of fending her fon abroad to be a fine 
gentleman, and fays, " he (hall live fdme days 
" in every climate with her, before he fets out, 
*t for fear hefliould catch the fmall-pox **, in his 
**^ enquiries after knowledge in poflchaifes in 
:*' foreign countries." ' • 

I think I have almoft written my quantity of 
words to you ; but as you are not always to 

' * Before the fortunate Oifcovery of Inoculation, tins appreheiifwn 
wa> a very ferious concern. ^ 

expedt 



HO 3. T O W N - T A L K. 47 

expedt matter in them, I think it but reafonable 
that -you Ihould have them fometimes Jn. mahu- 
fcript ; and that the want of fenfe may be recom- 
mended by the brightnefs and fairnefs of the 
charadter and f^id. Expedt then, to have very 
foon a Letter of Love from me ; for I have juft 
now.fent me a fine ink, which the author calls 
the Persian Ink* 5 and that not without a con-^ 
ceit ; for it is, like their -Laws, " unalterable, 
" and not to be obliterated ;" and, it feems, 
forty of the beft judges in Ink juflify it to be 
the bed ; you may be fure he means the beft 
judges in Ink, the Wits at Button's. If you 
can forgive all this impertinenc,. the nc:^^ non- 
fenfe you have (hall be " in amorous ftyle much. 
" efteemed,'* according to Mr. Austin this fa- 
mous inventor, " by curious Writers ;*,' and I 
hope you will not doubt of the truth of my 
heart from " the Artificial Sand," which is all* 
that you will ever find to have any falfe glitter- 
ing that comes fronx, Madam, 

- Your moft devoted humble fervant. 

♦ " The Persian-Ink Powder and the 1nk-Powdir ; the ia- 
ventor, James Austin, Hahenlaiher, gives it the, name of Persian- 
IvK, it being like their laws unalterable and not to be obliterated ; above 
40 of the beft judges in Ink have- figned a certificate to juftify it to be 
;the beft yet made ; "Sold in 6d. and izd. bottles, and in Powder at the 
ufcial prices. N. B. Austin noakes a fine black glittering Sand,' much 
cfteemed by curious Writers, and fiir exceeding any other Artificial 
Sand." Advertiskmxnt in the Original Town-Talk, in4to- 
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MADAM, 

WE were the other day a large compai^f 
of m at Mr. Johnson's, where as it 
vfuaHy happens ia in ail'embly made up of 
people of the drfll undcrftandipg, when they fit 
k>ng togetbery and clofe in conyerfation, the 
d^icoupfe began to fix to a point. A gentleman 
in the company, particularly nice in his difcern-^ 
iog, happened to fay, ** That there was a dif- 
*^ cretion in the choice of the virtues which 
^* men ought to pradlife m the eye of the world; 
•* and that choice fliould be determined by a 
; y^ man's circumftance and charafter : for." con- 
tinucd he,." fortune being the common difl:inc-> 
•* tion amongft men^ they who have the largeft^ 
** ihare of it take a fecretofFenceagainft thofe who 
" would fet up a diftindtion fuperior to it ; and, 
** confequently, fet up a greatnefs in defpifing 
♦* that which only the generality of the. world 
*^ call greatnefs. For this reafon, mpn of wealth 
i^*^ and power ufualiy contemn and fupprefs men 
" of low fortunes, who have qualities that would 
*' better befit the condition of their fuperiors. 

'* Horace, 
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'* Horace * bbferves vfery prettily Upon this 
'* iittlenefs of fpirit in mankind ; ^nd fays, that 
^* he who gives himfelf ail-s of beiilg Sitixiou^ 
^* for thfe common-wealth, ot the building of 
** churches, puts every maii upon the enquiry 
" of what family were his fathet and mother^/' 
-. Your coufin Arthur, who will let no out 
have all the talk to himfelf, but hks a good 
civil way of taking it from another, faid, *• Ybu 
•^ put ine 4n mind, Sir, of what happened ih 
^* May tart, ih ther celebration of his Majcfty> 
^* birth-day. Mr. Dogget the player^ who ha^ 
^* very good fenfe:j:, and always diftinguifhed 
f^ himfelf as far as the circumftances of his life 
** would admit, took upon him to celebrate that 
^ day in an unGommon but proper manner* 
^« He gaivc out upon the river, fome days before, 
•* that there Ihould be two com pleat drefles^ 
. <! with a fum of moneys for two watermen 
'* of fuch an Age and charader, who ihould 
^^ jfirft arrive^' fettiiig out at London Briidge^ at 
I ■ , • \ 

♦ X Sat. vL 34-»-3t« 
' •(• <Mf noiify Tom (houid m (he Senate {irafc, 

- "ThathfehvouWanfwcrbotli for Church ajid State; 
** All.moi:Uls muft be curjoiis to enquire, 
** Wiio couidthis coxcomb fee, sdii wh6 his fire }** S^rTt'T*• 
^ Of ^hiclf he about this tikne gave a folid proofs by marrying a 
Tfifidaw with 20,000 1. . See more of him in Steele's Epiflolary Cor- 
fefpondence, vol h p. 93 On the fame, or a fmiilar plari, iJogget eita- 
Ui^ed a fnnd for the encouragement of watermen^ that i^rll fubfiils ; a^ 
yrizis provided from his eodowihent are rowed (or aanuaUy. 

E " the 



** the boat m which he and two or three of his 
*^ flricods iat, with the reward ready for the 
*' vidtors, over-iigainft VHux-HaU. 

" Never was there greater alacrity ftkcwn than 
^' during this contention, from the river covered 
^^ with boats, and t^e Ihore crowded alfo with 
** fp^Sators* The huzizas from aH parts were 
** LoMG LrvE King George ! And the happj 
'* men who won the prizes received them from 
'* the genetous patriot and fisbjeA with this 
^ honcft exhortation, * Be thknjkful for your 
<** King and your Liberty !* 

** When the pristes were received, the accla* 
^^ mation was as loud as at an^ ancient Roman 
** Naumathia^ and there wanted nothing to make 
*f thb as well received as it defervcd, but that 
** it came from^nc with whom men had been 
<* delighted in another idea> and from whom 
-** mens prejudices prevented the reception (jf 
^ .« any thing that was fublime/' 

A third young man, whofe name I cb not 

know, but is one of thofe fuperfkial animals to 

whom it is a misfortune to be bred Scholars, 

having a mind to ihine in his turn on this 

fubjefl:, interrupted Mr, Arthur, and, with 

^ a more exalted tone and %le, began to pfoye 

^ What was no way doubtful^ by quotations ni 

^way neceffary. 
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^ Horace *,** fays tie, ^ wh6m I^ink,'' he 
adds, pointing to the fiiA fp^aker, ** this gentlc- 
'** man named jtift no\V, 

«* J^iiirifi quemquifuo modulo ac ^pe(fe^ 'Oerumtfl f.'* 

Mr. Artjhur i^afluiiled the difcourfe, being. 
It feems, a frfeiid to ihe gendeman, who knew 
iiot how to benr his learnbg, and proceeded to 
infopm us, that he ended thfe evening of the laft 
*irth-day at an entertainment in York-Build- 
ings, where thtPatente^e of Ibe Royal Company 
bf Cbmediaiis celebtatcd the feftival at an ex- 
penoe nfOt o^A to he rep^c^cd by a mail of the 
^eateft fettune; but wh4ch> allthe performers 
in it being vol^nteets, was much below what 
Tome with a kind, and mher-s with a maliciotJs 
a^ifign, tepfortedit. 8ut I mention it now ih 

. p\irruance of what my learned friend there faid 
irpm HORACE, •* That every man ftiould take 
^* care 10 avoid expences above their chara^dr 

V^«* arid cifrcumftances/* The fanguine temper 
Whiih pitedipitates people into exceflcs of that 
fert was moft admirably rallied in an Epilogue 
alluding to many incidents in the life and con- 
^hlftisf the 'founder of the feaft, Sir Richard 
Steele. 



f ** Wc all IKali furely iind, 
<w That the bd! ftati^n whicliJjeft finrs our mrhd. J. DcNcaMB e. . 

' •" E2 You 
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You know Arthur is remarkable for fpeak- 

ing and reading verfes with a good air and 

^^ccent; and that defign of York Buildings 

being foon to be put in execution, we were very . 

furious to know any thing that pafled thefe. 

After a little hefitation and mufing— *^ Since/* 

faid he," I lyiow none of this company was here 

" to fee Mr» Wilks Ipeak that celebrated Epi- 

/^Ipgue, quite out of the ftrain. of an a(^or, 

. ** but infinitely better than any thing he ever 

*' performed on the ftage, I fliall venture to re- 

/* peat it/'. 

He wa? going to do fo ; when a Lady, with 
;a fide-bow, begging Arthur's pardon for the 
interruption, defired of Mr. Johmson, whom 
ibe knew well acquainted with the Undertaker, 
to give her fome notion of the projei^ to be put 
in execqtion there, before Ihe heard what paiflfed 
in it on the Birth day. To whom, Mr. Johkson; 
** The DifpofitionV which you call a Projedt, has 
/* nothing in it mpre chimerical than to fup- 
•' pofe that there are two hundred perfons in 
^' this town, who will be glad to meet, when 
** they are fummoned, to be entertained for two 
v^^ hours and a half, at a lower expence than fee^ 
•' ing an Opera, with all the pleafures which 
*^ the liberal and mechanic Arts in conjunction, 
*^ and in their turn, can produce-^Mufick, £lo- 
</ quence, and Poetry, are the powers which do 

^' koft 
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^ moll ftrongi^y ^ffeft the imagkij^tion, and Jn- 
** fluencc the pafEons of men. The greatcft 
^ Mafters in thcfe Sciences will find their ac« 
*^ count, in turning their thoughts towards the* 
" entertainment of this feledJi affembly,^ which 
^ is to cortfift of .^hundred gentlemen^' and as 
^^ many ladies, of leading taft^ in politei>efs^^ 
*F wit, and learning. 

** The apartment fpr this ufc is beautifully 
*^ ajdorned with paintings of human figures and 
^^ architedture ; the feats for the audience am- 
** phitheatrically built ; the -lights and other 
** ornaments difpofed alfo by the mod fkilful 
** mechanicks in fuch a manner, that the com- 
*^ pany themfelves neceflarily become a more 
^ beautiful fcene than any they have ev^r 
** before been prefented with elfewhere. 

^* Diverfions pfopofed in this undertaking arc 
*f toconfift of the reprefentation of fome great 
** incidents in antiquity in the manner in which 
^* they were tranfadted, according to the beft 
'• information to be obtained from men the mpft 
*' cqfiverfant in medals, paintings, hiftory, and 
** philofophy. . 

*• An ' improvepient of the public tafle iti 
^ pleafures, which is rather corrupted through, 
** the infolence of fortune, arifing from fenfual 
«* gratifications, than from want of jnft con- 
*' eeptions in general in the jpeoplc of condition, 
E3 *M$ 



** is induftriouAy to bp laboorcdk ]\loft mcB^ 
♦< know what is rigti^j but they are come inta 
" the pradice of the contrary, with acertaia 
^.^ acknawledgemeAt of their being ixx the wrongs 
*' and coi^tenipt of aay plan towards aniend-^ 
'f mcnt. ' Foif this reafon it feenis to be nc^ 
^f ceflT^ry, that he who would fuCcecd in thia 
f* kind of work, Ihould take off all feverity 

V from the metliod he ihould prppofe; and 
^' thpcfqre, this inftitution or Eftablifliment 
f ^ is a defign to promote virtue by pleafure^ and 

Y knowledge by diver<ion. This Projedl wiH 
1* \>jd to the Stage, what an Under-plot is to a 
^.^ Play. It may unavoidably have a good effe^ 
^^ upoQ the Theatrical Reprefcntations, and 
*rthe approbation of perfons of genius of 
f both fexes affembled frequently together may 
** diffule itfelf through th<6 ag?, and infenfibly 
*« corredk their falfc notions of delicacy. The 
^/ place prepared for this affembly, and the af- 
'• fembly itfelf, is called the Censorium. 

** The Censorium, every body knows, is the 
f • organ of fenfe, as the eye is of iight ; and it 
«* feems ihore proper to ufe a word, which 
** implies the Sentip. tantum, the bare con- 
f^ ccption of what is prcfented to the fpedtator, 
** rather than any name which in a didadic 
** manner pronounces what ought to be re- 
•^ ceived or rejefteii.'' 

"^ Mr. 
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Mr. JoHKsbK paufcd here, ivhen the agtee-i 
able and beauteous Amor j^f^ who is as mpcR 
more knowing as fhe is more fair than the refjt 
tjf her f«, with an irrefolute voice alke4 Mr. 
Johnson, ^ How It happened, that thcuuder- 
^ taker of this dcfign had, agaipff the fenfe and 
^ practice of all other fages wto have ever yet 
^ appeared in the world, njadethe prefence qf 
^* Ladies ncpeffary for the promotion of know- 
^Medge.*' 

** Madam/* rep^ed Mr* Johnson, *^ you toajT 
^* have obferved, that diverfion was made tjid 
ij^ inftrament of improvement of 0}it minds, ac- 
^ cording tp the plap I faid he bad laid down. 
** Diveriions are never fo polite, or under 
*f fU4:h juft regulations, as in a mixed com- 
•f pany, of men and women, who c^ctremely 
•* efteem each other. Prepoffeffion in wch 
f^ other's favour produces an ambition to pleafe; 
'f at the fame time that they ki^ow they cannot 
^* do fo, but under the reftraint. of mutual* re- 
•* fpeft. Philpfophy in vain attempts contempt 
ff oif pleafjire; which is the gift only qf the moft 
^? fublinxp and exalted fpirits ; but it may with 
^* piuch n>ofe eafe^ give law and bounds to 
f ' pleafures, and make us all its followers. Aii 
** habit contrafted from juft entertainments, 
f * will create a fcprn rfinean and frivolous ones ; 
^* Jind they are mucb faifer from exceffes, who 
E4 "get 



f^ get a difrelifli for amufements except within 
f * due l^oupd?, than thpfe whp being whqlly: d^- 
♦* barfed from fuch delights, have an eagepjpfs 
^^ for them beyond due limits. Our inftitutio^ 
V therf forP h to diredt not to banifh. pleafure : 
f * and wp who afc promoters of the defign, do 
^* expeft more from the joint endeavpyrs of a 
♦' fett of learned and well-bred geptknipn, who 
*< takp upon them, with the moft excellent 
'^ performers in their friendfliip and dire(^ion^ 
^^ to exhibit much more entertaining fcenes, 
♦* than evejr w^re produced by the Italian 
*J^ theatre, or ^ny compa|:)y of a^ors th^t have 
<f-e.ver appeared.*' • ^ . 

Mr. ARTHuit interpqfed upqn this occafiqn ; 
and faijd, " Mr. Johnson, the lefs expeftation. we 
•*> raife, the niqre confident may we be of om: 
f* fuccpfs. 1 wilh therefore you would either 
f^ yourfelf, or let me tell the company, how 
^J wpll we were entertained pn the Birph-night/! 

"f It wilj bp furprizing/' replied Mr. Johnson, 
H to the company whp hpnoured the undertaker 
^* that evening to hear, that all which they (av\e 
f^ fpread biefpre them ip the area of the Cen- 
f; spRiu^, came within the fum of fixteeiv 
f^poynds ; but though that had an air of mag-, 
^^nificence, the ladies and gent|ernen oppofitely 
h difpoled, the Orchejlre^ the Rofirum^ and the 
^^ fvrone lb agreeably filled, took up the ex; 

:/ , ^^ peftationi 
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** pedatipn, till ,the Prologue whidi was rcry 
** prettily fpoken byMifs YbuNOERviotroduced 
^^ an Ode, which was admirably performed^ in 
** honour of the King and Royal Family'; and 
^^ addreffedto the pcrfon featcd on thcThr6ne, 
*• in the habit and enfigns of Liberty. Coufin 
^^ Arthur/' faid he, " you fliall repeat the 
**"Ode ;'* which he did, as follows ; 

^* Freedom ! Goddefs frank and fair, 

*' Laughter flafhing in thy eye ; 

f * Hither through the lightfome Air, 

. " On Thy glofly pinions flie. ^ 

f* Songs of joy to Thee we pay, 

** Tiiineand Cvesar's is the Mpm; 

f * Hail to that aufpicio\is day, 

** Thou and He at once were born. 

>* Laws from armies lately fearing, * 

. ** Oft we try'd to iing in vain: ^ 
^* Chains by vanquifh'd foes preparing, 
' *' Mirth was impious, Joy profane. 

* C-ffisJVR, now the throne pofleffing, 

^* Carolina bright and fair, 
^* With a race of Heroes bJ^eiEng . , • 

** Albion's young viftorious heir. 

^* Safely cpnje ; for nought fhall harm Thee, 
** C^sAR reigning Thou (halt reign ^ ^ » 

f^ Every Mufe fhall join to charm Thee, 
^ Ever mingling in Thy train. 

. c *• Wealth 
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^ WmOiOi his gokbh witi^ dir|>b^mg, 

*♦ Pkntf ^ith a railing djre^ 
!f O'er her chee)ej the dins^s |pbi^i{i£> 

M Hwd iQ band with Thze fluli flie. 

f^ C^fAn ^nd his fortune gmu^ding, 

•* Hoy^r ever r^und His throne ; 
•* So fliall He, tliy faith rewarding^ 

** Smile on Tnzt and TbifU^ alone." 

TKe company were extremely pleafed with 
the defigft, and offered to be fubfcribers to it. 
But Mr. JoHijrsoM informing them it was too 
late, they dtefired him to fecure them a rever- 
iion of fuch tickets as the prefent ppfleflbrs 
ihould^ by going out of town, or ^ny other 
accident; npt make ufe of themfelves. 

I^e n^ade them that promife, taking their 
pames in a TATTLE-BoqK * ; " but," fay$ he, 
** we were nqc let loofe to the Delicacies on the 
*« tables before us, till the Epilogue, whi^h 
** Arthur has alfo promifed to repeat, wa^ 
•^ fpokeri by Mr. WiLif s in the manner above* 
*^ mentioned.'* 

^« You are to know then,'* interrupted Mr. 
Arthur, ^' that the undertaker of the Cek- 
^* soRiuM, who is a comic herp, or familiar 
" ft^, fe^mi to cxped fuccefs iti his great en- 
*• terppizes, by being and bearing any thing 
f^ wich his friends whi}e^ they are fijcb, apd 

[' abating 
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f« till they ceaje tf| b? fq. Weie set tkit b^ 
^^ turn of miod^it would bave l;een |mpQffiblii[ 
V for him tfi h^V6 itood tfa& Ipud laogbtar> oq 
*^the fcycrai occafipn?, wherein ^Wilk^ ^^f 
f » no fcruplc of pointing ^t hini| while he fpokct 
** the Verlea t atn now going to recite, without 
«* the alSftance of the ^mple and/acptipu$ pre- 
f * fence of tb^t Pbilpfqpber. 

pPILOGUE, spojLEN AT THE CENSORIUM, 

ON THE KING'S BiRTH-DAV. 

** THE Sage whofc gucfts you are to-night, is 
*'Jcnown 
«* To watch Uic public weal, though not his own : 
** Still hayc his thoughts uncommon fchemcs purfuctf, 
** And teemed with projefts for his Country's good. 
•* Early* m yopth, his enemies have Ihewn, 
" How narrowly he mifs'd the Chemic Stone * t ' 
** Not Friar Bacon promised England more ; 
** Our Arti0, layifh of his fancied ore, 
*• Could he liavc brought his great dcfign to pafs, 
" Had wali'd us round with Gold inftead of Brafs. 
♦' That Projeft funk, you faw him entertkin 
** A notion more chimerical and vain, 

« It is well koown that Steele oace entertained hopes of Mng Aic* 
cefsful in the purfuit of the Philofopher's Stone ; the laboratory was iff 
Poplar, and is now converted into a gardea-hoiHe. In ** The Britiih 
i* Cfcnfor/' a fatire puUiihed in I7i2» he is mentioned 2» 
' <« A Ghcmift now, wh6fo vain proje<5lioo broke, 
i* Was not his fenfe in part dillQiv- d in liw>ke^^ 

' ': « T» 
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V To give dhkfto idoialiK • to wngbrcmM youth, 
^. To Oameftets hoiiefty, to Sutefmen truth ; 

V To make you yirtuous all ; a thought more bold, 
•*^Than that of changing Drofs s^nd Lead to Gold. 
*^. jBut now to greater odious he afpir*d, 

*• For ftill his Country'3 good ouf GJ^ampion fir*d ; 

•• In Treaties vcrsM, in Politicks growi) wife, 

•• He lookM on Dunkirk t with fufpicious eyes ^ 

•* Into her dark foundations boldly dug, 

•* And overthrew in fight the fam*d SieurTugghe* 

^ Still on his wide unwearied view extends, 

«« Wliich I may tell, fince none are here but Friends j 

•• In a fe^ months he is not without hope, 

*^ But *tis a fecret to convert the Pope. 

*• Of this however, he'll inform you bettef, 

•' Soon as his Holincfs receives his Letter X : 

•* Meantime he clebrates, for 'tis his way, 

•* With foraething Angular this happy day ; 

•' His honcft »eal ambitious to .approve, 

•* For the Great Monarch he was born to love ; 

«* Refclv'd in Arms and Arts to do him right, 

•* And fcrye his Sovereign hke a Trufty Knight." 

P. S. I fend you all the Freeholi>ers || that 
. arc come out; they arc very entertaining, honeft,^ 
and inftruAive» 

• TATtEli, SPECTAt©R, GCAIIDIAN, LOVEH, READER, &C. &C. 

. f In** Tlie Iroptortaiice of Dunkirk confidcred }'* and " Th« French 
• Faith reprefentei in the pi-efcnt State of Dunkirk." 
i J The De^icatooiito " An Account of the State of the Roman Cjh 
« th<)U^ R cligion throughout the World." See " S t k e ?. e*s EpiftolaiV 
Cerre(^'onde»ce," vol. II. p. 404. 

^ Then publiftuB{ in penodical Kombers^y his friend Add x soy. 

Friday, 
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MADAM, 

YOUR laft adnronifhes me, that it is within 
the orders you firft fent me, that 1 fhould 
fend you fometimcs fome Politic news ; but I 
am very averfe to tbefe fubjeds. However, it 
has To happened juft now, that the Town is too 
bufy ifor Pleafure or Speculation, and all the 
CHAT is of the Pretender. I ihould never 
have he^rd of it, if all this had not been brought 
to Town, and made the whoWTALK of it. You 
remember I told you in my firft,' that Covent- 
Garden is the heart of the Town, and by that 
rule, the Play-house is the Town-Hall. I 
muft confefs, my chief intelligence is in that 
neighbourhood. I happened to fit near two. 
Courtcfans in the firft gallery, the other evening, 
who were warm in politicks. One of thera/ 
who I perceived belonged to the party of the 
'Whigs, faid *^ the Pretender was ruined, for 

* This number, which inibntly paffed throiigb three e^iaXMOBf WM 
iM for SitL'^f* 

^' tbat 
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^^ that his general Mar \ utid^ pretence ot 
^ gding; td meet iiuh at IWliead| kid k^ 

** Perthj, and taken an opportunity to make hii 
^' efc^pe.** Yqu are to know Madaai^ that ever 
fince Masks \ have been diTallowed, an open con- 
fidence has done the bum thing, and the weiicheS 
being impudent and meretticidully drefled^ are 
as well known as if they wore the fdriiier fi^al; 
A lady of very great fame for h^r bcautyj 
impudence, and fomething like wit, and from i 
fimiritudc in merit and manners, was jiarficu- 
larly a favourite of fhe late ftctetaty BolikgI- 
*ROK£, contradifted the pQW^ of the Whi^ 
Libextinp; and ind.eed, with a fuperior air, gave 
tierto undetftand, ** that her friend had fent her 
** a token from France: The.te, Huffey/'faid 
Ihe, " let any of your queer party anfwer that, 
^^ if they can I'* 

♦ JofMi>^ tSth Ibrd Erlkirie, and iKh carl of Mar, a itiwih bf the thdl 
^lining pfirts and greatcft capacity of moft of his contcmporaiics, v/di 
oiife 6\ thfe {iiteen peers of Scotland in the four firft Briiiffi FjarliamentSj' 
anil <me<rf the principal fecretaries ^f jpiate to^ l^^effi Anne. Oa >the 
^uxeffion of George I. he was deprived of all hip offices, and retiring to 
his eftate in the j^orth of Scotland/ raiftd a rebellion in favour of the 
Br^tcndcr, whc«ft he proclairtied Se^. li, 1715, atid eommandcd *i$ 
tijopps Hit Sherriff<-mnir, ytfcrc he ;^a^^Jefff|od,^9nd fqi^ ^qadji 
c\ied^ at Aix-la-chapeUe, 1732. -His eftate was pnfchafed by his brothc^ 
John's fon, T^Ho now enjoys it. ^The Earl xf^ai t^iqe married > firft, to 
ttargaret, <!atjghter of Xhdinas EarV of .liinrfoui, hy ^hom he \^ 
Thomas Lord Erfkine; and fecondly, to Frances Pierrtpoint, fitter to 

a^xcly^<kitee of K:kigltpn« 
f A Majk was long the diftinguifhing eharadleriftic qjf a WoJiiK •filf 

It 
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It is veil kopwn that SttttfrimQ and Wit had 

writ m^e xhm fongs upon this lady ; aod flie had 

hfeai hk d^ik to write upon *, in too notocsous 

H m^j^^r to defcribe to you* What ihe Acew 

at her fitter proved to be the. Pretenixer's 

Declaration^ which was conveyed frona one 

hand t^ toother the whole evening, till at laft 

it was taken up and carried to a band which I 

will hot take upon me to name to you^ but be 

has writ a long anfwer to the Mtmiftfia* Thi< 

letter has in it the Peclaration at large, with an 

antidote to the poifon of it ; for which reafon, 

(ncloiing it will entertain you a longer time 

tban any c^ my farmer have attempted. 

^^ To the Pretender^ 

«SiR/ • 

« A DIS^GOUI^SE your Gonfeffor fooa 
*^ after my eXpulfion from Parliament for the 
^* Crisis had with a friend of mine at Paris, 
•«- gives me to undefftand you ate not unac- 
«« quainted with my name and charader ; and 
** therefore you will not be furprized that I 
** affeft to do extraordinary things, however rl- 
*^ ^culous w odious I may appear to your 
-" friends, provided that irregularity draws aii 
^* attention to what makes' for the comnaoA 
*^ caufe^ in which I am engaged t6 the end of 

pm t^ Mfiaihg here Jlaacd to, was figaed, it it faia, furfcs helUs f^fftu 

'"^ - *' my 
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*'my life. I writ lately to the Pofwi about 
*' the date of Religion; and though I have reafon 
^^ to fear I have not converted him, I ftill pro-* 
1^ ceed in fuch endeavours ; and fincfe you are 
f ' now landed in Britain, I take the liberty with 
*^ you, his godfon, in order to lay before you 
5? the tr6e ftate of the qucftion between you and 
•* this nation. Whatever wild notions havetakea 
f* place amongft us, they have nor preimled fa 
5* abfolutely as to leave you any probable girounds 
M of hope, either from right or forces 
, •^ There are. Sir, thoufands in England, that 
^^ know the bafis- of all government is the good 
" of the people governed ,• and that att ipcidenti 
*' of a ftate mull be rectified by that fingle rule, 
*' and no other; and that it is art impious and 
*^ prophane thought to believe any othex^maxim to 
/< be confonant to theGoodnefs of the Creator, 
*^ and that law of nature which he h^s implanted 
^^ in the mind of every man living. According 
*^ to this, t^jie late King James , was expelled 
** Scotland, and himfelf,by his crimes and flight, 
•* abdicated England. He took you, it feetps^ 
*« with him at that time, and bred you in tht 
*• Roman Catholick reljgion ; frooji which par^ 
" ticular, of your Faith, were I xo^admit that 
•* you are his fon, which X do not In the leaft 
** regard whether you are or not, you wqu14 
** (befides all other difadvantges from what ha* 



** paffed fince) be at beft, in a worfe condition 
** than he was, .when the Bill of Exclufion 
*' againft him was brought into Parliamenr. 
'* That bill was offered when he was only fuf- 
" pedted to be what you do not in the leaft deny 
" ypurfelf to be. His condudt in the throne, 
*^ by no.means gives us good expeifVations from 
*\ you ; and you cannot be furptized, that after 
*' this experience, we do all in our power to 
** keep out you, who have no pretence but that 
'* of being his fon, with a profeffion of faith that 
*' had like to have barred him himfelf, under 
** whom you claim. iSir, you may depend 
** upon it, we think our lives in lefs hazard with 
" our fwords in our hands againft you, than if 
*^ we fliould be at your mercy from a throne. 

*^ Had the gentleman who fent you to PVance, 
^* left you in fafe hands behind him ; if you had 
^* appeared his innocent child, your, cafe had 
•* been before the natiort, as an objedt of com- 
" paflion, and Juftice muft have been una- . 
-^* voidably done on that occafion ; but your 
•^ patron either knew you to be none of his, or 
'* elfe was very indifcrect to carry you to be 
unqualified for the prince of a Proteftant 
people, when he knew he owed his own 
" Crown to the diffimulation of his religion, and 
" his lofs of empire to the profeffion of it. Tiie 
" bufmefs if mankind cannot Ji and Jiill^ if Princes 

F '' by 
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** by tfyir unhappy conduil render V unjafefor them^ 
** to remain at the bead of their fubjedls, andwbst* 
** ever has befallen yoUy you are to attribute t9 your 
*^ Pretended Father, not his people, who by his 
** fiS^^ '^ih you J were under a neceffity to fly to the 
" nearefi refuge. You have not fo much as 
*^ pretended to be a Proteftant, and we very 
** well know, that if you fhould pretend it, it 
** would be only a pretence ; we know, that 
*• coming as you do, a profefled Papift, you 
** are bound in Confciencc, under pain of Dam- 
** nation, to propagate your religion, not by all 
** fair, but by all poffible means, and confc*' 
** quently, that you will ftand for ever bound 
** under the fame pain of Damnation, which 
*^ your Priefts will conftantly thunder in your 
** ears to take away, as fall as you can have 
** power fo to do, not only the eftates and li- 
" berties, but the^ lives of all who will not be- 
•* come Papifts, and that in the moft cruel 
*^ manner, for an example to others. 

" The moft folemn Promifes and Oaths, 
** which you would be fo gracious as to make, 
" will be in themfelves, according to your re* 
"*' ligion, unlawful and null. We have Ei^amples 
" of this in all times and places, you are not to 
•' depend on certain perfons, whom you think to 
^^ fwear againft their confciences to the prefenl 
" eftablifliment. They do not mean Popery for 

" your 
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*^ your fake, but th^y would be cbilteilted td 
•* have it In thenifelves by your means ; as 
*^ you would fwear to them till you carry 
^* your point, fo they would fwear to you to 
*' carry theiri. But when Popifh minifters of 
*• the Church of England fhould feel your fii- 
** |)erflition, by difplacing them for your down- 
** right Roman Catholick priefls, they would 
** become in an inftant> entire Proteftants, as 
** they are now but partially fuch, and abhor 
*^ all unteafonable dodtrines and impoficions 
^* more heartily than ever Luther did, till they 
^^ were re-inftated in their livings. 

** This I tell you as a truth you may depend 
•* upon ; but left you fhould no moire mind me 
•' than that gracclefs wretch the Pope * has, I 
*/ muft go on to tell you, that we will take all 
** poffibk means to prevent your power to hurt 
** us. We have read of inquifitions arid maf- 
•* facrcs, and are too lately efcaped ' from the 
^* danger of univerfal flaughter^ to truft to what 
^' we muft expeft from you. This we know to 
** be our only time to ftand our ground. When 
^* you come we know the calamity will be final, 
** but we have no reafon to fear it, but as a jufl: 
*^ judgment upon thofe who call thenifelves 
^« Proteftants, for their thirft of Popifli power 
.*^ and dominion over their Proteftant brethren. 
" We know who fliall be found oppofing you, 

♦ To whom Steele bad then lately addreff^jd a Inciter. S c p. 60. 
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** will not be ufed like thofe who are now re- 
** belling againft King George. Thofe moderate 
*^ laws, which give every criminal all poffible 
** advantage to make whatever defence their 
*'* cafe can admit, will ceafe when you conquer ; 
•* and we fhall be executed, nay extirpated fum- 
" marily, without juftice, or form of law. In the 
" time of king James, we faw numbers who had 
•^ been deceived into pleading Guilty, upon pro* 
*^ mife of pardon, were hanged up as foon as they 
" had done what entitled them to that pardon'*. 
While I was now writing, your Declaration 
has come into my hands ; the very firfl: para- 
graph di (covers the fpecious and wordy ftyle of 
our late Secretary *, who forefaw he fliould be a 
refugee ;^and a refugee without religion, is a 
very proper minifter to a bigot ; for Infidelity 
will no doubt execute, without remorfe, the 
didtates of Superftition. An old friend of Mr. 
Secretary's Ihews it about as a piece of wit and 
eloquence of her gallant, and fwears we are 
blockheads if we are not converted by it. I 
Ihall recite it, left you fhould accufe me of mif* 
reprefentation. 

*^ J A M E S VIII. by the Grace of God, of 
" Scotland, England, France, and Ireland, King, 
*^ Defender of the Faith, ^c. to all our loving 

^ BoLiNGBROKK J Secretary during the four lail years of Q. Anne. 
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•* fubjcfts of what degree or quality foever, 
*' greeting. ,As We are firmly refolved never 
*' to lofe any opportunity of aflerting our un- 
" doubted title to the Imperial Crown of 
** thefe reajms, and of endeavouring to get the 
•' poffeffion of that right which is devolved 
** uponUs by the laws of Grod and Man ; fo 
" muft We, in juflice to the fentiments of our 
** own heart, declare. That nothing in the world 
*^ can give Us fo great fatisfadion, as to owe to 
** the endeavours of our loyal fubjefts both our 
*^ own and their reftoration to that happy fettle- 
^' ment, which can alone deliver this church and 
** nation from the calamities which they lie at 
*' prefent under, and from tliofe future miferies 
** which muft be the confequences of the prefent 
*' ufurpation. During the life of our dear fifter 
•* of glorious memory, the happinefs which pur 
** people enjoyed, foftened ip fome degree, the 
*^ hardfliip of our own fate; and We muft further 
*^ confefs, that when we refledted on the good- 
** nefs of her nature, and her inclination to 
"juftice, we could not but perfuade ourfelf, 
** that Ihe intended to eflablilh and perpetuate 
** the peace which, ihe had'given to thefe king- 
** doms, by deftroying for ever, all competition 
** to the fucceflion of the crown, and by con- 
^^ feniing to Us, at laft, the enjoyment of that 
" inheritance out of which We had been fo long 
«* kept, which her confcience muft inform her 
F 3 M was 
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** was our due, and which her principles muft 
** lead her to defire that We might obtain. But 
^^ fince the time, it pleafed God to put a period 
*^ to her life, and not to fuft'er Us to throw our- 
^' felf, as W£ then firmly purpofed to have done, 
" upon our people ; We have not beeh able to 
^* look upon the prefent condition of our king- 
** doms, or to confider their future profped, 
<^ without all the horror or indignation which 
^^ ought to fill the breaft of every Scptf- 
" man. We have beheld a foreign family, 
*^ aliens to our country, diftant in blood, and 
♦* flrangers even to pur language, afcend the 
** throne. We have feen the reins of govern* 
^' ment put into the hands of a faftion, and that 
^* authority which was dcfigned for the protect 
** tion of all, exercifed by a few of the worft, 
** to the oppreffion of the beft and greateft 
*^ number of our fubjedh. Our Sifter has not 
^* been left at reft in her grave, her name has 
^* been fcurriloufly abufed, her glory as far as 
^' in thefe people lay, infolently defaced, and 
^* her faithful fervants inhumanly perfecuted. 
*^ A Parliament has been procured by the moft 
^* unwarrantable influences, and by the groflfeft 
^^ corruptions, to ferve the vileft ends; and they, 
«^ who ought to be the guardians of the libert 
^^ ties of the people, are become the inftru* 
♦f ipeiits pf tyranny J whilft the principal powers, 

'' engaged 
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*^ engaged in the late wars, do enjoy the blcffings 
*^ of peace, and are attentive to difcharge their 
*^ debts, and eafe their people, Great-Britain, in 
•' the midft of peace, feels all the loads of war. 
** New debts are contrafted, new armies are 
*^ raifed at home, Dutch forces ar^ brought 
^^ into thefe kingdoms^ and by taking poffefBon 
^* of the dutchy of Bremen, in violation of the 
•^ public faith, a door is opened, by the Ufur- 
*^ per, to let in an inundation of foreigners from 
'* abroad, and to reduce thefe nations to the 
** ftate of a province, to one of the moft incon- 
^' fiderable provinces of the empire. 

*^ Thefe are fome few of the many real evils 
'* into which thefe kingdoms have been be- 
^^ trayed, under pretence of being refcued and 
^* fecured from dangers purely imaginary ; and 
*^ thefe are - fuch confequenccs of abandoning 
^^ the old Conftitution, as We perfuade ourfelves 
'* very many of thofe who promoted the prefent 
*^ unjuft and illegal fettlement never intended, 

*^ We obfefve with the utmoft fatisfadtion, 
** that the generality of our fubjedls are awakened 
^* with a juft fenfe of theirdanger, and that they 
** fliow themfelves refplved to take fuch meafurcs 
*^ as may effedually refcue them from that 
^* bondage which has, by the artifice of a few 
«* defigning men, and the concurrence of many 
** unhappy caufes, been brought upon them. 

F 4 •'We 
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"We adore the^wifdom of Divine Provi- 
" dence, which has opened a way to our refto- 
** ration, by the fuccefs of thofe very meafurcs 
•* that were laid to difappoint us for ever : and 
" we muft earneflly conjure all our loving fub- 
•• jefts, not to fuffer that (pmt to faint or die 
•* away, whiclvhas been fo miraculoufly raifed 
" in all parts of our kingdom ; but to purlue, 
•* with all the vigour and hopes of fuccefs,. 
" which fo juft and righteous a caufe ought to 
•• infpire, thofe methods which the Finger of God 
** feems to point out to them. 

•* We are coming to take our part in all the 
" dangers and difficulties to which any of our 
•* fubjefts, from the greateft down to the 
" meaneft, may be expofed on this important 
" occafion ; to relieve our fubje<Ss in Scotland 
*' from the hardlhips they groan under, on ac- 
** count of the late unhappy union ; and to re- 
*' ftorethe kingdom to its ancient, free, and in- 
'< dependent (late. We have before pur eyes 
" the example of our royal grandfather, who 
•* fell a facrifice to rebellion ; and of our royal 
^' uncle, who by a train of miracles, efcaped 
** the rage of barbarous and blood-thirfty rebels, 
** and lived to exercife his clemency towards 
*^ thofe who had waged war agairift his father 
>^ aild himfclfj who had driven him to feek 

« (belter 
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*^ fhelter in foreign lands, and who had even fet 
*^ a price upon his head. 

" We fee the fame inftances of cruelty re. 
** newed againft Us, by men of the fame prin- 
** ciples, without any other reafon than the 
** confciouGiefs of their own guilt, and the im- 
** placable malice of their own hearts : for in 
^* the account of fuch men, it is a fufficient 
** crime to be their king; but God forbid, that 
" we Ihould tread in thefe fteps, or that the 
" caufe of a lawful prince, and an injured 
^' people, Ihould be carried on like that of ty- 
^* ranny and ufurpntion, and owe its fupport to 
" affaflins. We fliall copy after the patterns 
" above-mentioned, and be ready with the for- 
** mer of our royal anceftors, to feal the caufe 
*^ of our country, if fuch be the Will of Heaven, 
** with our blood. But We hope for better 
^* things; We hope for the latter, to fee our juft 
'* rights, and thofe of the church and people of 
*^ Scotland, once more fettled in a free and inde- 
** pendent Fcots Parliament, on their ancient 
'^ foundation ; to fuch a Parliament, which We 
*' will immediately call, ftiall We intirely refer 
** our and their intercfts, being fenfible that 
** thefe interefts rightly underftood, are always 
** the fame. Let the Civily as well as Religious 
^* Rights of all our fubjedts, receive a confir- 
'f mation in fuch a Parliament ; let Confcienccs 

'' truly 
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^' truly tender be indulged ; let property of 
" every kind be better than ever fecured ; let an 
** A<5t of general Grace and Amnefty extinguiih 
" the faults, even of the moll guilty; if poffible, 
'^ let the very remembrance of all which have 
** preceded this happy moment, be utterly 
*^ blotted out, that our fubjedts may be united 
^^ to us, and to each other, in the ftri<3:eft bonds 
*• of afFedion, as well as intereft. 

** And that nothing may be omitted, which 
** is in our power to contribute to this defirable 
** end. We do, by thefe prefents, abfolutely and 
** cfFeftually, for Us, our heirs and fucceffors, 
" pardon, remit, and difcharge, all crimes of 
** high-treafon, mifprifion of treafon, and all^ 
*^ other crimes and offences whatfoever done or 
*^ committed againft us, or our royal Father of 
** bleffed memory, by any of our fubjei5ts of 
V what degree or quality foever, who fliall, at 
*' or after our landing, and before they engage 
*' in any aftion againft Us, or our forces, from 
" that time, lay hold on mercy, and return to 
" that duty and allegiance they owe to Us, their 
*^ only rightful and lawful Sovereign. * 

*^ By the joint endeavours, of Us, and our Par- 
f^ liament, urged by thefe motives, and directed 
^' to thefe views. We may hope to fee the peace 
** and flourifliing eftate of this kingdom in a 
** Ihort time reftored ; and We Ihall be equally 

" forward 
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** forward to concert with our P^rli^niefit fuch 
^^ further meafures ^s may be thought jxecefl^ry 
^* for leaving the fame to future generationst 

*^ And Wp hereby require all Sheriffs of Shires, 
^^ Stewards of Stewartries, and their deputies, 
^ and magiftrate^ of Burghs, to publilh this Our 
** D^f/<2r^//(?w, immediately after it fhall come 
<* to their hands, in the ufual place and manner, 
^' under the pain of being proceeded againft for 
*^ failure thereof, and forfeiting the benefit of 
** Our general pardon* 

" Given under Our fign-manual and privy^ 
** fignet, at our court at Commercy, th^ 
" 25th day of Ociober, in the i^i\)L 
'^ year of our reign/* 

Firft, You declare you have the goodnefs to 
be weary of depending on foreign princes, and 
are willing to be one yourfelf ; and are further 
gracioufly difpofed to relieve from Miferies, pre* 
fent which we do not feel, and you do not name, 
and future ones, which muft be the' confe- 
quences of what you call an Ufurpatiou. 

Secondly, That during the life of the Qgeeif, 
whofe reign you allow, was alfo an Ufurpation ; 
you refted contented, beqaufe you believed fhe 
would take meafures for your enjoyment of the 
crpWDi which you think ihe muft know ibe did 

guiltily 
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guiltily detain from you ; and fince a plan to 
which you intimate Ihe was privy, of throwing 
yourfelf upon the people, is defeated by her 
death, you ar<j now under an horror and indig- 
nation at our prefent circumftances and profpeft. 

Thirdly, A foreign family is on the throne, 
and ftrangers even to our language. 

Fourthly, The adminiflration of the govern- 
xnent is in the hands of the worft, to the oppref- 
fion of the beft ; that your fifter has been in- 
fulted in her grave ; a Parliament procured by 
xinreafonable influences; new debts cont rafted; 
new armies raifed ; Dutch forces brought in; and 
the accelBon of the dutchy of Brenien to our 
King, is fo inconfiderable, that it will reduce us, 
to appertain to what is inconfiderable. 

Fifthly, We have been betrayed inftead of 
being refcued ; and thefe evils wholly owing to 
abandoning the old Conftitution, which many, 
who promoted the prefent fettlement, you be- 
lieve, did not intend. 

Sixthly, You obferve the generality are for 
you, and grow thankful for the fpirit which is 
miraculouflyxaifed in all parts of your kingdom : 
You are coming to ftiare the dangers which 
your Scotch fubjeds groan under from the un- 
unhappy Union. You place before your eyes, 

your 
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your grandfather who fell, and your uncle who 
out-lived a prke upon his head. 

Seventhly , You talk in the pompous ftyle of 
Mr. Secretary, when he refolved to run for it : 
Let me, faid the pious Churchman, and heroic 
patriot, be a vidtim in Smithfieldj^ for the caufe 
for which I am proud to fall ; and fo got his 
black peruke and whifkers ready, and went on 
in the fame noble ftyle in France ; but I am 
going to obfervations when I am only upon the 
recital, and Ihould only fay, *^ Sic difputas Do-^ 
*^ mir.eJ^ You do not make promifes, but ufc 
an Imperative ; Let Confciences truly tender be 
indulged ; Lei Property, and Let an A<ft of 
.Grace. 

Eighthly, You abfolutely pardon all faults to 
thofe who fliall come in to you at your landing, 
and are ready to concert with your Parliament 
upon all matters ; and fo very gravely you fign 
from our court at Commercy, the 25th day of 
October, in the fifteenth year of your reign. 

The fir ft paragraph -of this your Declaration 
is unfupported with any thing fo much as fpe- 
cious; for you roundly aflert, that has been 
largely, and unanfwerably denied by the moft 
knowing in our Conftitution ; and the practice of 
all mankind has been, and would not have been 

othervvife 
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othcrwife than to vary their manner o{ fuccef- 
fion of princes on fuch exigencies as that at the 
Revolution ; and to all thofe arguments I have 
added, that king James either knew you were 
not his fon, and therefore took you with him, 
that any arguments for your being fuppofititious 
might have lefs weight in your exile ; or was 
himfelf the primary caufe of youriate, as you 
are pleafed to call it* 

In your fecond topick you fay, you bore with 
the Queen's enjoyment of your throne, becauft 
you expefled flie would contrive your fuccefiion 
to it, and believe (he fecretly acknowledged, in 
her own confcience, your right to it. This is 
^the mod vile and barbaro\3s imputation that 
ever was laid upon any prince either dead or 
living. This is faying, fbe was an impoflor to 
her people, and was contented to- be fo for your 
fervice. It is faying, her religion, her oaths, and 
her royal flate, was one continued fcene of ido- 
latry towards God, and artifice towards Man. 

Your third obfervation. That the family oft 
the throne are ftrangers to our language, is fcur- 
rility; the relation between a prince ^nd his 
people is not fupported by Converfation^ but the 
diflribution of Equity and Jujlice ! And the king 
expreffes an " Heart truly Englifli,*' when he 
dechres the Conftitution the rule of his govern- 
ment^ and the hitegrity of his great mind has 

been 
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been evident in all his aftions, ever fince he 
condefcended to make us that Declaration. 

Your fourth topick is, That the adminiftra- 
tion is in the hands of the worft, to the opprcf- 
fion of the beft. This is a quaint expreflSori 
your Secretary Harry has taken from Tacitus, 
or fome pther writer, according to his way of 
enriching his fpeccH with lively expreffions, and 
negleding the improvement of his heart and 
fentiments. This it was that made him a moft 
excellent reviler, while he was with us ; and I 
find he keeps it for your fervice, to which he 
indeed applied it while he was here. This , 
charge againft the minifters is bafe and ground- 
lels; for there is not one of them who has not 
diftinguiflied himfelf before he came to his pre- 
fent ftation, by brave adiions,. feafonable ferviee 
in negotiations, or laudable eloquence in af- 
femblies, as well as that their birth and quality 
found them among the beft of the people. I 
affure you I fpeak this very ximpartially ; for 
whether you know it or no, I fear you will not 
believe I am the modefteft man in England ; I 
have defired only to be in as good preferment as 
this caufe found me when 1 firft commenced 
grenadier for it, but that cannot it feems be, 
yet I forgive them for being cold friends to me, 
for being warm enemies to you *. And you may 

♦ Sec Steele's ** Letters,** vol. I. p. 139 ; a lamcrtable Lettered 
Steele on ihisfubjefVjto his wif*- By another Luter, p. ijo, it a,>">C4r8 
tb«t he fet up all night to piepare this Number of the Town-talk. 
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pleafc to tell your fcribe Harry, That they are 
diligent in the adminiftration of public affairs, 
and have gone a great way in re-building the 
fabrick from the ruins to which he aad his- 
wicked' accorflplices had reduced it. You fay. 
The parliament was procurecl by unwarrantable 
influences. It is confefled, it was not called by 
your authority. What elfe you mean I cannot 
imagine ; for there was not a farthing of public 
money fpent that way ; and if you mean great 
private expence was made, you fee people had 
rarher throw away half their eftates to keep you 
out, than part with the whole by your coming. 
You (hew in your great reach in politicks in 
complaining, that we are runnuig in debt, and 
raifing armies. 1 believe you think they are 
both railed againfl: you. . You are offended the 
King has the dutchy of Bremen. You perhaps 
think it would be greater generofity to take one 
that brings us nothing but a new religion, than 
a proteflant prince like ourfelyes, who is, at 
once, to this nation,,a good and gracious prince, 
and a rich and powerful ally. 

Your fifth complaint is, that we have been 
betrayed, rather than refcued, and that you are 
fo gracious to believe the ill confequences were 
not intended. I do not underftand this, it is 
general ; and why you fay they who made the 
fettlement di^ot exped the ill confequences, 

which 
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wfciqh ya^ intimate hti^ thofe pf not having yotf 
twr pri{|p9, is incompreHenfible. 

Your fixtk aflbfttcin is. That there 19, in fh<^ 
generality of the people, a fpirit raifed miracu^ 
laiiily for you. It is, indeed, wonderfully, but 
not miraculaufly ; for they arc known by theit 
ffiBt who brought forth our calamities. A 
tniniflry, that came into the fervice of their 
ooilncry engaged in a war againft Ftance and 
Jpoci, being refolded to raile that and bring in 
J^u, became, inftead of guardians of the people, 
tkeir betrayers ; and with the fubferviency of 
imfuident and apoftace clergymen, laid the 
ieeds c^ the prefent confufion and rebellion. 
As for your mention of Charles the Firft ahd 
fiecondi The Fixft loft his lifir^ he did fo indeed^ 
iQ a moft barbarous and unjuft manner, in aflert^' 
ifig th« conftitutioii) and illegality df the pro- 
ceedings againfl him $ which can neVef be yoxxt 
c^e ; fcH* all laws are againft^. you. As to hit^ 
you call Uncle, he efcaped a price on his head i 
but it behoves you to rcfted there is a greater 
on yours. 

Yourfeventh paragraph evades With a fpecloUs 
fliill any binding promi&s to us, and infte&d of 
making them, you fay^ let them be made* This 
trick has been already praiftifed by many of 
your friends. People will make their obfer- 
rations, that your craft is of the fame kind. 

G You 
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You mufl know there is a canon which diredlK 
our Clergy to pray for the King in fuch and 
fuch terms ; inflead * of • doing as ^they arc bid, 
they bid others dojt,'^ and repeat the order ini* 
Head of paying obedicfacc to it; inftead of pray- 
ing themfelves, they fay to the people,'** You ihall 
** ptay for King George;" their BiDDiNcis as 
loyal, as your Letting is gracious^ 

Your eighth common-place is a general- am* 

nefty to all that Ihall run to your colours, ,and 

help you forwards upon youar arrival; After that, 

you'and yjour parliament will cpnfider fwtdieif: 

What ^&re arc to expert from thence give, me 

leave to Ihow you from- — —But before I go to 

Jthat, having caft my eye on your date from 

.Commercyjmuft obferve, that here, and in yjour 

ftylfi in the firfl: paragraph, you claini France 

•too^ for which I hope you will anfwer on that 

iide of the.watcr> but I am glad.to hejaryou ad 

like an exafpetated man againft hiis Royal Higb- 

nefs the Regent* I was going to Ihew what we 

were to hope from' you, and'a parliament of 

yours, by the treatment the Proteftants had from 

your Pretended father', and bis in Ireland. You 

.are pleafed to. t«ll us, that if upon your arrival 

in thefe realms we fubn^it, you are difpofed to 

receive us in your equipage of fubjedls, but if 

not, you in parliament will proceed. 

.King 
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King James made a new conftitution of cor- 
porations, to put in creatures of hi^ own ; the 
manner of election was, to fend together with 
a writ for eleftion, a letter of recommendation 
whom to choofe. A parliament, made in this 
manner fet themfelves to root out the whole 
Proteftant intereft, by following a general Bill 
of Attainder againft all abfent from their houfes> 
whether in arms or employment againft him or 
not, with at! Aft of Repeal, whereby the real 
eftates of all who ** dwelt or (laid in any place 
** of the Three Kingdoms,' which did not owii 
^^ King James's power, or correfppnded with any 
*' fuch as they term rebels, or were any ways 
«* aiding, abetting, or affiiling to them from the 
*' firft day of Auguft 1688, are declared to be 
*^ forfeited and veiled in his Majefty, and that 
" without any ofEce or inquifition found therepf/' 
"By which daufe almoft every Proteftant ;hat 
could write in the kingdom bad forfeited his 
cftate ; for the Packets went from London to 
Dublin, and back again, couftantly frotp Augud 
to March, 1688 ; and few had friends io Eng- 
land, or in the Nortli", but corrcfponded with 
them by letters, and every fuch letter is made 
by this claufe a forfeiture of eilate. There is a 
book amongft us called^^ The State of .the Prd- 
/' teftants of Ireland, under th)5 late King James's 
*' Government/' which gives us the mp(t lively 
G 2 and 



and faithful idea of a Popilh ^ince over a Pro- 
teftaht people. 

This whole Trtatife is a pirefervative agairrft 
Romiih Tyranny, and etfeflually explains King 
James's dlred intention to deftroy his Protcfftant 
fubjefts in their perfons, retigion, and eftates. 

In a word Sir, the tiiTie is come wherein it 
begins to be underftood no plea in excirfe of 
Treafon, that what was done Was dohe under the 
admmiftration of a Lady who Was renowned fot 
goodnefs and virtue. But you have faid more 
on this fubjeA to us, than any of your friends ; 
you carry it fo far as to give us broad hints, that 
ihe w^ privy to defigns in your favour. In gra- 
titude to her, if fhe was, you ihould have co- 
vered this circumftance otberwife. As I have 
above Ihown, you out- do all who have attempted 
to bring her name to difhonour ; in proportion 
that you are above your followers, your tefli- 
mony is a greater injury than that of any of 
them. It is certain there hais not one man ap- 
peared a manifeft traitbr, but he took refuge 
under his zeal for ber Majefty. One was ac- 
cufed for betraying a town ; to which he gave 
as immediate ahd direft an anfwer as ever he did 
in his life. The Queen, whom I ferved, was die 
beft of women and of fovereigns. What madp 
this the pleafanteT was, that fiie had before her 
death discarded him, and her having turned him 

off 
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off* Teemed to tarn her, goodnds, as well as 
jvidgmeBt. againft him. If one fo good puniflbed 
hiaij her yirtUe certainly made more againft him 
than for him. This Sir, was the ftyle, this the 
game of crofs-purpofcf, which was ufed by all 
and every of your friends, as far as they have 
been furprized in their iniquities. For all which 
you have givn us a key ; but really Sir, I can- 
not think this fl:ep at all politick in the court 
of Commercy ; for the name of the queen was 
helpful only, but as from her charafter fhe was 
believed incapable of betraying her people and 
her religion ; and therefore ber approbation of 
their condufl: was a cover to it. But if you 
ihould bring it to pafs that flie (hould be uni- 
yerfally thought in the deiign, you will involve 
ber in the guilt, and confequently h^ve no more 
advantage from her reputation to proteft that 
condud: which ripened it to what it is. 

Upon the whole Sir, under favour of the 
counfellors of the court of Commercy, this de* 
claration is Ihallow and fuperficial ; it moves 
upon hinges, which have long been rufty, and 
the prejudices are furn-^ounted by fadts on out 
fide, againft bare affertions on yours. In the^ 
infancy of this defign, which the wife and dif- 
interefted Earl of GodolphIn faw, and fpoke to 
his Queen upon her firft intimation, that Ihe 
WAS going into meafures different from thofe 
• G 5 which 
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which had' raifed her to the fummit of gloryj 
on which ihe flood and could furvey Europe in 
fufpciife, till it knew her deterroinatipns : I fay, 
upon the very firft ftep towards it, that memo- 
rable minifter told his fovereign what would 
neccffarily, however fhe was difpofed in it, 
follow from that change of her councils. To 
the ehdlefs forrow and indignation of all hoheft 
men, from that moment ihe was exalted in words 
and proteftations, but pulled down in thfngs 
and fads in the court of Englafad ; cunning 
took the place of wifdom ; impudence of inge- 
nuity, and fenfuality of pleafure ; every thing 
that was praife-worthy was banilhed and dif- 
countenanced, and fome monftrous Hkenefs of it 
fet up to view in the place where it ufed to ap- 
pear. The fetting-up Idols and Images for the 
adorable things which they ought tP reprefent, 
from the praflice and influence of the court, 
grew the falhion throughout the nation, which 
was amyfed with words to purXue the deftruc- 
tion of what they underitood thife words to 
fignify. Thus Uie word Church giving natu- 
, rally an alarm to be ready in the Defence of 
religion, and loyalty to the Qu-en naturally im- 
plying the Jove of 'our country, which fhe had 
hitherto fo well governed and protected ; mifled 
the people not only to fuffer/but promote their 
(llefigns, wKo were gradually delivering up both 
"^ " Heligion 



Religion and Liberty Jnto the .hands of youf 
worfliip. You may depend upon it, that the 
miraculous fpirit, which you boaft-is raifed fot; 
you, is no other than a mif-guidcd zeal againft 
you; for which reafen, if I might; advife, 
you fliould flick to. your kingdom of France j 
and therefore I cannot believe you have . re- 
flioved the court from Commercy, to Peterhead, 
or Perth. . . 

You may be affured, I am not moved to the 
giving you this trouble, from Paflion, Avarice, 
or Ambition. As to PaflSon, I mud own I never 
have received greater civilities, or more frank 
and^difinterefted offers of kindnefs and favour, 
than from frienas of yours now in arms, or in 
cuftody for your caufe ; I wifh them all, from 

-my foul, in Heaven; and have no more perfonal 
^rbvb'cation to be againft anyone of them, thaa 
BauTiJS had to the llabbing of Caesar. But 
this is a time, wherein there is no fuch thing 24 
a. private man, but all. offices of life fhould give 
•way to the duties we,ow« to. the community; 

' father, brother, fon, and hufband, mufl be laid 
afide, to exert the citizen and the fubjeft. 

• As to A^varice and Ambition, when the necef- 
firies of life are pijovided, and confcious honour 
vvelt guarded, I can cdntemn both. To fhfew 

. you that it is fo, I can very frankly recommend 

yqu to the Cardinal's Cap, which the provincial 

G4 of 
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pf the Jcfuits propofts to have offered me, to 
iavoid further unanfwcrible pbjeflioiis to the craft 
of traders in religion. Believe me, you wouid 
find a great difference ih fitting at your eafe in- 
naming others, atjd in being yourfelf, as they 
have now made you, a mpck hero in a Hol^ 
Wab ; a tool to facerdotal Pride and Luxury. 

In hcpcs you will make the beft ufe of thU 
;advice, 1 ta^e leave of ypi|r emineijce. 



#•«. 
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AT thc5Printing-hoafe in Bow^tirch-yard, Cheapfi^c, (hf J^<:tk!t% 
Up ) Apotheparies, Perfamerk Grocers, Jonfejftipiien^ Diftillers» 'Omf,' 
jliib, ic. imy be furnirtied with all forts of TITLES, (for glaflfes, pots, 
drawers, Sec.) in the largeft charadler fever fcen in England, in various 
^rts of cnrioiis b<Mt!er8^ orL^is of divers cokiuis. Bone alfteran ontai^ 
fiewanetho^, kncnytito no others ; ^nd ibid at rcafonable rates. Af 
^he fame pLice alfo, the Prints of ftiop-kecpers figns, TobaccorparkSp 
Prints for marking good^, &c. are nicely cut, or eng^yed on iMopd at 
^co^^pcr. 

*** *< The Prefton Prifoners to the Ladies alKK* Court and Town^ 
V by way of coraf)rt from C W. tp W. T, Printed for J. Robertsia 
f* Warwick-Lane. Where may be bad, from W. T. in the^arihaliea^ 
^ to C. Vf, in Ncwgi^e. Price 2tl. cac^.^ Evening- Poft, Jan. 17, 
1715-1*. > 

V From W. T. jto C. W. the fccood p^ revSTed." Ibid. Peb. 21, 

• " This day is poMtAed, Aa Ode on tl»e BirA-dty of *»»- feoyil ' 
5< H'gl^ncfs the Prince of Wales. To^thc Pr^naefi. To the Earl of Clar. 
«f 00 bis being created Duke of Newcaftle. Amlntorand tit e Nigh tingilf. 
« By Mr. Welfief Prrmcd for }a^«b Tpnioji.*' Pofimiii, Jaa. 14^ 
?7i5-i6. •*•■••'•••■•' • • ' ^ 

Friday. 
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N^ VJ# Friday, January 2^, 17 15- 16. 

. .. i J. ■ ■ ■■' ■ ., 
M A P A M^ 

IT had befcn impoffible that any man fliould 
be able to furniih out every week what 
would be \yorth reading, even a$ a trifle, if you 
4id not take it for grapted, that when I called 
piy epiftle to you Town-Tal!^, I meant, that 
you who are converfant in bQok$, fhould efteetn 
^his a packet of little refults from difcourft 
among the men of good fenfe, Yikp that kind of 
writing which Mr. Seldejn call? his Table- 
Talk. That work flowed from a mind full of 
more deep and weighty knowledge ; and thougb 
light in itfelf was fucb a kind of levity, as did 
no dilhonour to the well-governed fpirjt from 
whence it was uttered, your own temper is apt 
l^noughto make ex^ufes for what comes fron^ 
jo^r friends; and therefore 1 will not dwefl 
upon apologias for the fly lie and loofe drefs of 
thefe Papers, which I know ycu underftand to 
be the eifcftof time, ftolen from the conftant 

bufinefs 
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bufinefs and diverfion which a man may turn 
himfelf to in this town, amidft the adtive and 
plcafant fcenes of London and Westminster. 
To this confideration you will add, that the 
relatioh of whatever pafles in tjhis agreeable 
place, is pleafing to you at a diftance, where 
you are confined to Ihre'Tmder the fatiety of 
one fet of company. But the feverity of the 
feafon has kept me within doors, where I have 
paflcd my time m reading (hort performances 
of antlent and modern writers ; and it Jhas been 
no fmall diverfion to rhc, to contemplate the 
noble Geniufes that have been in the world, and 
to celebrate in my own imagination, .fuch ias 
promife to make a figure in ages to coniie. The 
late account which Tgave you of the Censo- 
RiUM, let you underftand,, that Podtry and 
Mufick were the arts which were to contribute 
to the diverfions of that Socifety; the Ode I have 
fent'you in honour of the Prince's birth-'day *, 
by Mn Welsted, printed for ToW son,- was 
written at the requeft of the undertaker, and has 
produced a piece of ftiufick worthy the poett'y, 
of which I irtclofe to you the^cqreV 'The lan- 
guage of it approaches that flmpfifcityUtid pu- 
rity of expi'eflSon, which has^made* tHe'hatutal 
andtafy thouglhttof the ahtl^nts dti ftibjeai bf 

♦ ?ee p. 88. hsiH Myertifcment, of Wsj^sted's j>iir., 
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meer rtiirth and gaiety, and writ as if only for 
the diverfion of the prefent hour, defcend to our 
times ; there is a peculiar fkill in the contrivance 
of the Ode 1 am commending, and the feftivity 
and the gfeatnefs of the occafion are at once 
happily preferved. That may feem to a com- 
mon eye^ of common merit, which to difcerners 
is the more extraordinary for appearing fo fa- 
miliar. Men of tafte will extremely applaud 
the art of making the ear tingle with pleafure, 
at the fame time that the heart exults with tri- 
umph, as in rhe Ode, where a Pnnce is cele- 
brated for his glorious behaviour, at an inftant 
of danger, to entertain thofe, whofe minds ovcri- 
flow with gratitude and plea lure, that it is for 
their fakes he was expofed to it. The au^ 
dience feel a noble delight, at once enjoying the 
benefit, and expreffing their fenfe of it in the 
united power of muficl^ and poetry. This, 
Madam^ is making pleafure fubferVient to notle 
ends, and reducitig delight to contribute to what 
it has generally' obftrudted, a paffion for things 
praife-worthy. 

I have already told you, That the Censorium 
was to be to the Theatre, what an Under-pht is 
to a Play '^; and though theatrical repreftntations 
may have but an inconflderable regard fronl 

! 

* Siec N<> IV. p. 54.- ' 

thofe 
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tbofe who do not throughly coofidcr thcmi it 
inull be confefled, that a ikilful aod honed di- 
region of the powers of Arts and Sciences 
U'blch fo flrangly aifed: the fenfes, and engage 
the uoderfiaDding, would be a great fervice to 
the Cominonwealth. 

I have obtained a copy of a Patent given for 
that purpofe, and publiih it at once to advertife 
thofe thofe who aA under it^ That all good and 
reafonable men expei^l fotne fudden amendxnenx 
m the public ihows^ and to acquaint the town 
with what is incumbent upon the patentee, 10 
hopes of their concurrence in what may ht 
thought neceflary for the imnrovement of their 
pleafureg. This Patent is not drawn up with 
fuch tautologies as are ufually thought neceij&ry^ 
and poi&bly may pleafe you from its eleganGe# 
It is as follows. 

^' GEORGE, by the Grace of God, of Great- 
" Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender 
f f of the Faith, &c. To all to whom thefe pre- 
f* fents (hall come, greeting. We having in- 
f * formed ourfelves, fince our accefSon to our 
;** Crown^ of the ftate of our Theatre ; and find- 
<* ing, to our forrow, that through the negle£l 
f ^ and ill management thereof, the true and only 
** end of its inftitution is greatly perverted ; and 
'* inftead of exhibiting fuch rep refen tat ions of 

** human 
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^ fctwnatt life zi may tend to iht cncburagement 
•* amd hemour of RcHgion and Virtue, and dif- 
^ countenancing Vice, The EnglMi Stage hath 
** been the complaint of the fober, intciligent, 
•♦ and religio«s part of our people; and, by in* 
^ decent and immodelt erpreffions, by prophane 
** alhJfion to Holy Scripture, by abufive and 
•* (currilous reprefentations of the clergy, and 
•• by the fuccefe and a]>plaufe bellowed on 
'* Kteertine charafters, it bath given great ^nd 
•* infbflferable fcandal to ReKgion and good 
^ Manners : and in the reprefentations of civil 
*^ government, care has not been taken to create 
^ in the minds of our good fubjedts, juft and 
^ dutiful idea's of the power and authority of 
'* magiftrates, as well to preferve a doe fenfe of 
** the rights of our people ; and through many 
^ other abufes, that which under a wife direc^ 
*' tion, and due regulation^ would be ufeful and 
** honourable, has proved, and if not reformed,^ 
** will continue a reproach to government, and; 
** diflionour (.g religion. And it being our pious 
" refolution, vvhicli with the bkffing of AU 
•* mighty (^.ot) AC will fleadily purfue through 
** the whcli- CGurfc of cur reign, not only by 
*' our o'Aii tx^miprc, but hv all other means 
*' pcffibie to pnanole the honour of Religion 
^* and Virtrr • ?! d on fevtry occaficn, to en- 
" courage good liter ;uure^ and to endeavour the 
2^ ^ *' eftablilh- 
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^' eftabliihment of good-maniiers and difcipline 
** among all our loving fubjedts, in all ftations 
** and ranks of men whatfoever, thefe being, in 
" our opinion, the proper means to render our 
^* kingdoms happy and flourifhing. We have 
**. ferioufly revolved on the premifes, and being 
** well faiisfied of the ability and good difpo* 
•* fition of our trufty and well beloved Richarp 
" Stkele, efq; for the promoting thefe our 
^^ royal purpofes, not only from his public ferr 
" vices to Religion and Virtue, but his fteady 
•* adherence to the true intereft of bis country. 
*' Know ye. That We, out of our fpecial grace, 
** certain knowledge, and meer motion, and in 
*' confideration of the good and faithful fervices^ 
** which the fald Richard Steele hath done 
** us, and doth intend to do, for the future, 
V hath given and granted, and by thefe prefents, 
•* for us and our heirs and fucceffor, do givp 
*^ and grant unto him, the faid Richard 
•* Steele, his executors, adminiflrators, an^ 
•' affigns, for and during the term of his na- 
** tural life, and for and during the full end and 
** term of three years, to be computed next and 
*^ immediately after the deccafe of him the faid 
«* Richard Steele, full power, licence, and 
*^ authority, to jgather together, form,' entertain, 
*^ govern, privilege, and keep a compar>y of 
. ** Comedians for our fervice, to exercife and 

"aft 
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* aQ; Tragedies, Pkjrs^ Operas, and other pief- 

* formance^ of the ftage, within the houfe int 
'Orury-Lane, wherein tte fanae ar^ now exi 
< erqjfqd, by virtue' of a licence granted b;^ Us 
'Vtohin^tbe f^id Richard Steele, Robert 

* W^LKs, CotJLEY Gibber, Thomas Dogget, 
•^ and:JBARTON Booth, or: within any other 
'^ boufe built or to be built, where he or they 
"can beft be fitted for that purpofe, witbia 
" our gities of London and Westminster, or 
** the fuburbs thereof ;fuch houfe or houfes fo 
*/ to be built (if occafion Ihall require) to be 
*^ afEgned, allotted out by the furveyor of our 
^^ works for a Theatre or Play^houfey with ne- 
** ceffary. tiring and retiring rooms, and other 
"places convenient, of fuch extent and di*- 
.Vd(nenfipnaSi:^f.faid Richard Steele, hi^ 
rt^ ^x^cutiOf s; adminiftrators, or aHigns, ihaH 
*•* think filling; wherein Tragedies, Comediesr, 
M Play&,' Operas, Mufick- Scenes, and all other 
*f entertainments 6f the ftage whatfoever may 
*^ be ihewed and prefented* Which faid com- 
*^ pany ihaU be'.oyr fervants, and be ftyled Tdfe - 

.f^ Royal ;GompAny OF Comei>ians, and ihall 

•*' confiftof fuch numbers as the faid Richard 

" Steele,, his executors, adminiftrators, or 

*^ affigns, fhall, from time to time, think meet, 

** And v/e do hereby, for Us, our heirs and fuc- 

^ ceflbrs, grant unto the laid Richard Steele, 

**his 
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^^ bis execotiors, admimflrators, or aflBgns, full 
*^ power, licence, and autfaority, to perimt fuch 
'' perfonsi at and during thepleafure of the faid 
f^ Richard Ste^hce, his execucon, AdminU ^ 
** (Irators, or afligns, froni time, to^ time to a3 
" plays and entertainments of the Oage of all 
** forts, peaceably and quietly, without the kn* 
*^ peadiment or impediment of any perfon or 
" pcrfons whatfocve#, for the honeft recreation 
** of foda as fliaU defire to fee the fame, never- 
^* tbekft under the regulations herein after-men-' 
** tioned, and fuch other as the faid Richard 
, ^ SiEELE, from time to time, in his dtfcretion^ 
**,(haU fuid reafonable and neceffary for our 
♦« fervice. Arid We do, for Ourfelws, Our 
** hdrs, and fucceffors, further grant to him the 
^^ faid KicHAff D Steele, his executors, admi« 
^^ niftrators, and aifigns as aforefaid, that it fliall 
^ and may be lawful to and for the fa4d Ri^ 
^^ CHARD Sterlr, his executors, adflxioiftra* 
" tors, and afligps, to take and recem, d 
*' fuch our fubjeds as (hall refort to fee or hear 
*• any fuch plays, fcenes, and entertainments 
*^ whatfbeper, fiuch fum or fums of money as 
** either have accuftomably been given and 
" tafccn in the like kind, or as Ihall be thought 
** reafonable by him. or them in regard of the 
** great expences of fcenes, mufick, and fuch 
*^ new decorations as Jiave not been formerly 

** ufed* 
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'^ ufed.' And further, for Us, Our heirs and 
" fucceflbrs, We do hereby give and grant untq 
*^ the faid Richard Steele, his executorship 
** adminiftrators, and affigns, full power to 
** make fuch allowances out of that which he 
^* Ihall fo receive hy the afting of plays and 
f' entertainments of -the ftage, as aforefaid, to 
" the aftors and other perfons employed in aft- 
** ing, reprefenting/ or in- any quality whatfp* 
** foever about the faid theatre, as he or they (hall 
" think fit. And that the faid company fliall 
.** be under the fole government and authority 
*' of the faid Richard Steele, his executors, 
** adminiftrators, or affigns ; and all fcandalous 
*' pnd mutinous perfons Ihall, from time to time, 
** by him and them be ejedcd and^difabled 
/•from playing in she faid Theatre, And for 
** the better attaining Our royal purpofes in thi> 
" behalf, We have thought fit hereby to de- 
4*^ clare, thaj henceforth no reprefentatidus be 
" admitted on the flage by virtue, or under 
•* colour, of thefeOur letters patents, whereby the 
'* Chriflian Religion in general, or the Church 
" of England, may in any manner fuller re- 
^* preach, ftridly inhibiring every degree of 
" abufe or mifreprefenthcion of facred charaftcrs, 
" tending to expofe religion itfelf, and to bring 
,** it into contempt; and that no fuch character 
** b^ otherwife introduced, or placed in other 

H ^ '' light, 
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" 'Igb^ -^b^n fuch as may inh^nce the juft 
^* eftcem of thofe who trujy anfwcr the end of 
** their facred fundion. We further enjoyn the 
" ftrideft regard to fuch reprcfentations, aa aay 
** w^y concern civil policy, or the conftitutioij 
oif Ogr goverpinent^ that thefe niay con: 
tribute to the fupport pf Our f^gie^ aptho^ 
rity, and the prefcrvaVipn pf order and good 
goyernqient. And it being our ^pyal defire, 
^* that for the future, Our Theatre may be in-f 
y ftmoiental to the promotion pf Vi^tvie* ^nd 
** inftrgdlive to Human Life, We do hereby 
*• command and enjoyn, that no pew Play, pr 
•^ any old or revived Play, be a&ed under the 
** authority hereby granted, containing ai\y 
** paflages pr expreffions offenfive to piety an4 
** good-manners, until the ftme be correfted 
** and purged by the faid Governor, from all 
•^ fu^Ji offenfive and fcandalous paiTages and ex* 
^^ prefllpns. And thefe Ow letters patents,^ or 
^* th^ i^jrolment thereof, Ihall he in all things 
'* good and effeftual in the law, acjcording to 
** thf true intent and.meaniiig of the fame, and 
«^ any thing in thefe prefents contained, or any 
<* law, ftatute, aft, ordinance, proclamatioB> 
" provifion, or reftriftion, or any other matter^ 
«• caufe, or things whatfoever ta the contrary, in 
*' any wife notwithftanding. In witnefs whereof, 
<« We have caufed thefe Our letters to be made 

"Patent. 
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.'* Patent WitAcfs Ourfttf At Weftmlrifter, tte 
♦^ nkit^eeAtb of Jaftuary, in the firft year of Our 
•« reign. 

** By writ of Privy Seal. CoCks.** 

ITlis Patent, MadaftJ, is the Law of the 
Theatre ; and by the rule of it, we are to 
t^xped that nothing nfew ihall hcteafter come 
\ipdn the&tage, that tnay in the !eafl offend 
decency or good-manners. ' The indulgence at 
prefent given to what is reprefented there, is a 
Sufferance which it is to be hoped will be made 
up to the atidience in future plays. If every 
thing that ftiail not be reprefented Is not vir- 
tdous, let it at leaft be innocent. This will 
bring a* neW audience to the houfe •, and it is 
from the hope of entertaining thofe who at 
prefent are terrified at the Theatre, that the 
Aarers muft Hope for threir fuccefs hereafter. 
This will tidturally have the defired cffeA, and 
FoHy wHl be ridiculous without being at th^ 
feme time fo mixed with Vice, as to make k 
aVfo terrible. The daughter may be agreeable 
and bjoohiirig, though the mother is at the 
fame time difcreet^ careful, and anxious for bef 
condud. No neceffary imperfeflions, fuch af 
old age, and misfortune, fhall be the obji^d^ of 
det*Hion and buffoonery. The fine gentlema» is? 
not abfolutely obliged to wrong his friend in the 
mod unpardonable inftance, that of his bed j 
H 2 nor 
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nor IS the fine lady of cotirfe to like him. beft, 
\(^ho lavifhes his youth among the abpn^n^d of 
her fcx. But it k to be hoped, that mtn of 
Wit and Genius will be prevailed up6n to write 
for the ft age (th? nipft ready occafion for re- 
commending themfelves to the world) who \f\h 
fcorn to be' beholden to n^ens appetites an4 de- 
fires for their applaiafe; but will venture to ftand 
or fall, according as they pleafe well-informed 
judgement, and promote well directed paffion. 

P. S. I have been juft now at the water- ffde, 
and bbferve a whole ftrcet broke in an inftant. 
There has been, for fome days, a communi- 
cation with the county of Surrey, by way of 
Ice *, which made up the city of Lohdon, 
Westminster, and SouTHWARK. There has 
happened a good deal of difEculty upon thisac- 

* « Several poor people have this laft week been foton^ in the Greets 
lying deatl, aiul fliffencd with the vi4)lcnce of the fro(l. The Thames 
is now grown. on© folid rock of ice; coaches, carriers with their horfes 
and their wagg6n , have paifed l»ke a public road j boot lis fur the falc of 
brandy, wine, and other cxliilarating liquors, have been fixed there 
fpr (bn)e lime ; but now it is made in a manner hke a town, tboufand* 
and thoufands of people crofs it, and with wonder view, the moun- 
tainous heaps of water tl.at now lie congtaled into ice, notwiihllandiag 
tbe refiftiance given to tlie cold by the motion of the tide. On Thuifday 
laft a pretty large cook's (hop was erected there i and pebple went tberc 
as regularly to the oi dinary, as they do in the city* Over againft Wcft- 
minfter, Whitehall, and W hire-Fry ei-s, pi inting-prefles are kept upon 
die ice,' where many perfdns have their names pointed oif, to ti-anfmic 
the wonders of the feaiion to their children. It has not much longer 
tz> continue, to^equal> or even to out-do, the Great Frost, which is 
now made as it were an aera of time." Weekly Packet, Jan. 141 

county 
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county for all manner of crimes have been there 
comrpitted by way of curiofity, to know whether 
they could adfwlth the fame freedom there, as 
on the flxore. The Water-BailifF has had a 
quarrel w|th the Bailiffs of Westminster and 
SouTHWARK, about the jurifdidion on the oc- 
cafion. The thaw, inftead of ending the diffi- 
culty, according to the learned, will but increafe 
it. All the Goldsmiths *on the Ice are thought 
to have afted too much upon credit, and to have 
hurt their charafter on Ihore. It is a great mortifi- 
cation to fee this intermediate city difperfe like a 
camp ordered to march, and you mufl: take it 
as an emblem of all human affairs, without fay- 
ing, we at beft walk on Ice. Lam, Madam, 

, Ypur rppft obedient , humble f^rvaqr^ 



N"* 7t Friday,' January 5^7, 1715-16. 

Madam, , : 

yO U are at a diftanqe from the tawn^ an4 
qOTf(?quently ^re not entertained with all 
the prep^nfq irppertiqenjcies which ^ye enjpy who 
live in jt. Xhpfc ^lio premedit^tjj t^^^^^ 
4re "we Authori p( Paily^.pr Y^S^lc^^y rapejrs,.wha^ 
do ^otjonly gravely fit dpvyn, and take pen, ink:^ 
and paper, to communicate our crudiues to our 
pxivate friends^ but Hip m^ke t:^e4)refs,f^b^^r tp 

* The Baiikers were then iinivcrfally fo called* 

H 3 fjr^ad 
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Ipread dor errors among the reft of the people, 
1, you know", have fo many faults, that I caji 
pretend to no (bverity without appearing ridi. 
culousy but at the fame time^ pretend to fo 
much candour as to like a thing Avell done^ as 
well as if I had done it myfelf, and «m thore^ 
jfore the iit^eft man to give you an abridgement; 
of the public papers, or a comment upon tbeni, 
gs occafion, or endeavour to divert ypq^ IJiaU 
require. 

I qonftantly fend you all that come out, Yoy 
fare to look upon the Daily Cour^nt, in general, 
as a man in his every -day cloaths ; but when 
he has any thing that is new, he wears it with'* 
out giving himfejf airs ; and you may receive 
him in it, 9S qne that eomes to vifit you out of 
kindnefs to you, much more than for his own 
fake, or to fet himfelf off. Th^ Pojl-man is an 
lidipirable Stage-coach, and goes whether he 
has paffengcrs or not. One cannot forbear look- 
ing in ppon him ; but you are fure to fee every 
thing in his vehicle in its homlieft garb ; all is 
drefled for a journey, and muffled up. Yo4 
Jcndw nobody, and you fee all faft and tight; 
und the whole carriage pift togeth^ir with a re- 
fpcft to rfie profit of the undertaker, more than 
(he plcafare or convenience of the paffenger, 

I once before recommetided to yo^i lYict^zA^ 
ingof^PP^^jT which, if ^^tteJldcd to, cannoi 



N*7- TOWN-TAtlt. 163' 

bat 2it tte fiitie time that it i^ ah i^l)f'crtainment,\ 
be very ferViceabie, t6 the pbblick ^. iThis Paper 
cotties out Ifi the midft df the corifiilion arid 
animofity, wfcich ird. foto^nted by pamphlets 
alid other loofe papers^ like a hiah of lenfe in a 
multitude, whofe appearance among them fup-» 
prefles their nolle, and gains him an authority 
to be heard with attentioA for their conimon * 
fervice. In this vifcw give me leave to repeat 
to you the firft paragraph of his laft Paper ]> 

* Ofle may venture to aifirrti, that all honeft and 

* difinterefl6d Britons, of what party foever, if ^ 

* fhey underftand one another, are of the fame i 

* opinion in points of government ; and that 

* the grofs of the people, who are imp&fcd upoii /\ 

* by terms which they do not comprehend, are 

* Whigs in thc*^ he*irtsf/ Hiey are made to 

* believe, that Paffive- Obedience and Non-Re- 
^fiftance. Unlimited SPower and Indefeafiblc 

Right, have-ferri^tWAg df tretititA>hs ^a6tf te- 

* Hgfous ntedrthig ih thetti ; Wfictcii U reality 

* they only imply, that a kift^6f 6'teai: fetitVin 

* has a right to be a fyrarif, and that his fub- 

* jedls are obliged in coufcience to be ilaves* 

* Were the cafe tfwljr ^oA fafcrly MA before 

* them, they tW«iW k«6w, th« vfheft t»^y make 
« aprpfeffion Jf fdtfc pfiitclplesf, tlfey ftn6unge 

# The Frieholdfrs then publiihing by ApPISQM. See f. 60. 
.-|FRW^itoLDxii, N»X.Jan.-2f. i^^^-rtt ^ 

- - H 4 ' their 
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* their legal claim, to Liberty and Property^ an4 ? 
*\inwarily fubmit to what they really abhor.* ,j 

, He goes on to Ihew the ill effe<is of abfo- 
liite power, even in a man particularly t\irne4 . 
to devotion; You muft knqw, at Mr, Johnson's, ' 
we have all the papers lie before us, and couiin 
Arthur, who is our reader, takes what, he' 
pleafes off the table ; and yefterday when we ; 
were all in difgourfe upon public affairs, caft 
his eye upon Amorett^ and told her <he' miift 
entertain the company on her lute, and fing at 
t}ie fame time the following Song^ a produdfon 
of the famq noble Genius * I celebrated in my 
laft^piftle to you, 

AMlNTORa*ND THE NIGHTINGALE, 
AS O N G *. 

' ■.'■ : . ' ■■ I* ■ " ' ^ , r 

•* A S in a blowing Jafn^i^e bower, ; » 

• ** Where Envy's eye could ne'er difclofc 'cmt . 
•* Enjoying ages in an hour 
** Amintpk. lay in Chloe's bofom. 

^ . •; : II- • ■ . ' : :"-^ 

: ^* A Nightingale renewed her fong> 
*• In fuch a fad comi^aining meafuroi 
*• In notes at once fo iWect ^nd ftrongi ^ 

Th' enchanted grove was fillM with pleafu A, 

* Mo^TAip Wsi«STBP| Ifqs See pp. 88. qo^ 
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, v ; iif. / 

** O lovely Songftrefs, faid the fwain, 
, *^ Thy idle melody give over ; 
f ** To me alas^ thou fing'ft in vain, 
•* To n^e, a panting wilhing Lover. 

I ^ -.iv. 

" Thy fweet complainings now difmifsy. 

** O. heavenly^ yet unkind intruder ; ' 

♦* Nor rob me of a gentlet blifs, 

** To give me in its place a ruder. 

. ',"• , - V. 
-f * When f am funk ii^ Chloe's arms, 

*' The fpfteft moment Love poffeflcs ; 
^< E'en J^H jLOMi;;. has loft her charms, , 

'** And Harmony itfclf difpleafcs. 

VL 
^^* Bpght Chloe all my powers employs^ 

. *' And all befides isfond delufion : .. - 

*« while fhc alone compleats my joys, ; .« 

** Vvicty is but confufion.'* 

The fcene, the perfons, the time, and all 
other cireumftances, contribute to make thisa* 
proper a fubjei^l fqr a Song as could be imagined ;, 
the delicacy of the thought and phrafe', and thei 
fikreetnels of the numbers, heightened by a charm -^, 
iijg voice of i fine young lady, fetting Kerfelf , 
t6 view tefore her Lover, and in a mixed com-, 
panyi were circymfl^nces that confpired tq^ 
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make the inftant moft ciquifitely agreeable. It 
was then I fir ft difcovered^ that out friend Aft- 
THUR was a flave to Amorettj and a Caft of 
her eye, when ihe had done finging, difcoVered 
more than baf e curiofity to obfervc how well he 
liked her performance.-^Mr. Johnson defired 
Arthur to look upon the papers on the table, 
which were handed about. You will obferve, 
fays he, a letter there which was fent to my 
hand from the author of the Tatler, as a thing 
he knew would pleafe me, as having formerly 
been angry that it was any where fo much as 
intimated that the Atheill was not a tnonfter 
without any companion iii the whole fpecies, 
who had not drowned in himfelf the gifts and 

fuggefiions of natural reafon. Mr. Arthur 

read the letter, naming the date of it firft, to wit, 
— *' Marlborough, ofi theWeft eoaft of Sumatra, 
" Auguft 24/* The letter is as follows : 

" To Richard Steele;^ Efq« 

^' T LEFT England jufl at t&e time you had 
*^ compleated vourTATLERs, andteft It with 
•5 the lefs regret, becaufe I thought the nobleft 
**" entertainment 1 had ^er met with was at an 
♦^ end ; but I found myfclf very agree^ly dif- 
^ appoinrted j the Spectator has vifited me on 
^' <Mhis 
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'^ this fide date Gbbe; his converfatioD relieves 
w mc from thfe fatigue ofbufiuefs ; by him I am 
** always entcrtabcd, arid of en improved. The 
<^ BiBiE has the firft place in my. fiudy^ as ' 
^^ twtlmg rm the whbkclimpafs of Duty. Mr. 
V Lbcf^^ who firft taught me to dtJUnguifh ^e- 
«< tweenWordft and Things, has the next place ; 
•^ th«fo wjfitisgj5, whi.cb have taught mc a more 
^' «fy andagrwable manQcr of praQ^ifing Virtue 
^^ itfclf, are my conftant companbns : I hope the 
*^ gratfcfulfeckiioi^kdgementsof anhoneftmind; 
♦'rfor beibg -made \»ifcr and better, will not be 
^* miacceplsble to one who profcflcs doing 
*^ good. 

; *f ThfiSptCTATOR, 1^0 589. carries conviction 
<* to ai^y m^n that dares make ufe of his reafon, 
^ tj^P*^ I ^hink you feem to make a doir- 
«^ ^flton t^ the Atl>eift of a fad^ which may b^ 
^^ Very well provied agai0(t him. I pcnnt^at that 
<< plac^^ wh^e you rally hinfi fen: i^ing himfelf 
«< upon the Hottentots on his fide. I have 
f^ vifited the feveral quarters of the Globe, and 
^* made f6me bbfervations on Men and Things: 
^* I ]\Ped (bme time among the Hottentots^ and 
•* 4o t\m% h^a»a9 nature is morefUnk in them, 
^* than in any other part of ourfpecies, except the 
^ Atte^ift himl^lf ; but hoiv^ contemptible foever 
^ they tnay appear^ in other refpedS) they are 
^ Mt ib far »btn^ed ufi to have loft the &r^e 
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*' of a Deity ; every new tnoon tkey aflemble 
** together, and' fpend a confiderable part of the 
** Hjght in a rude worfliip, expreffed by finging; 
••or rather fcreaming, and dancing, after their 
'^manner. This fad will be confirmed by all 
*^ perfons of obfervsition, who have Uvcd an/ 
•* time at thcGape of Good Hope. • 

•* I do ncrt think the caufe ftands in need of 
♦* this* proof ; hue I was willing to do fo muchi 
*^ right to.thofe poof people, a$ to vindicate 
** them frofai a charge, which fingle, if true; 
^^ would render them much more defpicftble 
^' than all their present mifei^le circymftances 
" put together. 

*^ You will not find the name of the place I 
** date from, in the map. Fondnefs for a ftrudure 
f * of my own ralfinfg, led me to give it th^ mbft 
^ illuftrious n^me in hiftory, MArlborou<3H,' 
*M4ie>Glofyi ind*thfe Shame of. Great Britain j 
^* the Glory is his *own,it|ie6bawjo»isf—^« . ' 

' ' ' '* Sir, I am [ 

f ^* Your much obUged 

" After.Mir. Johnson, had triumpbediititbe^c^ 
count of Religion jamong the Hottentots, he 
proceiede4 ».fexpr€ifi,ii4?ilQaf»i:4^ tb^t.iwW^ 

V. ^ fide 
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fide of 'tbe^Glpbe/zwhcrein the duke t)r Maul- 
borough hadcperfotm.ed his glorious 'a<9:ions; 
was ftupidly, and ungratefully endeavourmg to 
fully his great reputation, the other hemifphere 
.was raifing monunients to his renown. While he , 
was talking,) Mr* AitTHUR, who was looking 
juppn the paper that lay nekt to it, interrupted 
biai with a fmile, and.faid, ** 1 find the bufineft 
" of Fame is in fome meafure the care and per- 
" plexity of all degrees of mankind, as well as 
5^ of captains and herpes* /] his epiftle in my 
^* hand/' faid he, ^* has a new kind o^adverfity' 
*^ in it, the diftrefs of being unworthily praifed. 
*' Iwill read it out/' continued he, " becaufe I 
" have a refpedt for the man that writes it, a$ 
/' well as for the>novelty of its matter*" So 
read thefe words* 

'^ To the Author of the Town-Talk. 

*' I F there was any law, whereby I could be 
*^ redrefl'ed when a man makes ufe of my name 
*^ without my knowledge or approbation, I 
♦* fhould not now trouble you with this Letter, 
*** to defire you to do me juftice, in telling the 
•«« Town how much I am abufed this way. 

^^ Before; 
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^* Before I knew what ^ dealer in ftdvcrrife- 
^ mcnts Mr. £. Corll the Bdokfeller h, add 
^^ how far be carries his mdoftry to get moatj^ 

<^ book caliod Firbs Improvbd, which 1 franf- 
*^ lated out of French. He, in order to for- 
^^ ward the jEale of the book, not eontent wkh 
** the u&ial way of advertlfi(\gy mferted mj 
** whole preface in the news-paper, giving Mr. 
•* Senbx the Engraver, and myfelf, fuch un* 
•* reafon«ible commendation itt his own ftyle, at 
•• ihe bottom of the adv ertifemcnt, as a man vifes 
■* whea he is feUing a thing, and calls it the bejl 
** im England. I coW him how I fuffered uitdeir 
** (o nftech panegyrick, which mwft make all, 
♦^ that im^igined me to confent to the pubiifhing 
**'fuch an advertifement, have a very whimfical 
*^ notion of me. Well, this pafled off, and I 
** thought myferfiout of all danger of ever being 
** commended again by him ; but laft week be 
'* began to give about another advertifement 
^* in a quarter of a Iheet of paper, concerning 
•^ the book above-mentioned. The firft part of 
** this advertifement gave an account of my 
" book, and named the workmen which I en*- 
*^ ploy in building the new chimneys for aajf 
" body thardcfires my dircftions in the matter '^^ 

♦ ** J^ Ijiiblifhci^, 1y Mr. Dcsaoulters, a Book, int taled. Fires 
I%if)iov£d } being a luw method of buikihig Chim*ey», fo as to pre- 

vetf 
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<* Sq much of the advcrcifemcm I knew of; but 
«^ he fills up th^ reft of the p;tper with what 
** you was pkafed to fay of o^ * in yo«r dc- . 
*♦ fcripticm of the Nim Qhimmys^ b yow Towk^ 
*« Talk, Numb/ HI. calling k Sir *« RieilAR© 
** SxE^is's AccQimi of tlj4 New^ Ckinmiyf^. 
" Now, whether Sir Richard Ste^i*r a»d yoa 
** are the fame perfon, is what I have aot yet 
^* been affured of ; neither is it ray bufinefs to 
** enquire into it. There is yet no name put to 
^ your Paper, I have fatis^ed Sr Richard 
^' Steele, that I had no hand in making ufe of 
** his name in this adveriifement; and I hope 
** that you will not imagine me fo vain as to 
** re-print and publifli to the worlds the chawc- 
** tct that you gave me in your Paper, wbea I a9 
<* little expeiSled as deferved it •f'* 

Vfnt their Smoaking ; in which a fraa'l Firf Ihall wjrm a Room biCMr 
Qtan a much larger made the common way : with tbfi manner qf alC6r<^ 
irg fuch Chimneys as are already built, fo th^t they (hail per6x m t f 
fame effcAs. lUuflrated w th nine expla^atoiy cuts, Pri- tcil for £. 
CuRLL, at the Dial and Bible, againll St. Div. fl n"s Chtu-ch, in FlocCr 
lU-eet, price js. At whofe houfe may be feen thefe new ChinoDeys, nut^ 
after the cheapeil anJ Ampleli manner, according to the dire^ion of 
lAr, Desaculifrs. Performed ty Thomas HathweD and Williaai* 
Dream, Brickbycrs." foftman, Jau. 14, 1715-16. 

♦ *< This Day is publiftied, and given gratis, Sir Richard Steele'^ 
account of Mr. Desaguliers' new-invented Chiroaies. Triitted &>r %* 
CuRLL, 5:c." Poftboy, Jan. 21, 1715-16 

f " JohnThfophilusDrsaculifrs, M.A. F.R.S.anilNicifoLAf 
Pu Bo is, Architc6^, and one o^ his Majcfty's Engineers*, have contrived 
a new Stove Gr te with iron cavities behind the back of it, made iufucK 
manner, thai with aa ordina? y fiie, the lai-gefl rooms will, \n :he cokieft 

weather. 
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** To prevent any thing Irke this for the 
*' future^ I gave you this trouble to declare, 
-" That where-evcr my name is, or (hall be 
^* printed, with that egregious flatterer Mr. 
^* Curll's, either in an advertifement, or at the 
." title page of a book, except that of** Fins 
^* improved,'' I entirely difown it. I am, Sir, 
-« Channel Rn*. Weft. €i Yquv mott humblc 

" 1716- *^ and obedient Servant, 

"JohnTheophilus Desaguliers.'' 

Amorett, who is a difciple of this Philo- 
sopher, faid, *^ Ihe hoped, when the Cenforium 

wea'her, ISe equally warmed in rUlpaitp, ami conftantly fupplietl with 
^ ((c(h air, hwted in the laid cavitief , as it comes into the lop n '; the way 
pro|K>fed in a book called, "Fire Improved, &c/' b ing only fucccfsfid in 
fn>all apartments. Tlie greateft effc«il that fnch a machine a n produce 
with th" leaft C"ft, may be f en at ihe faii Mr. Defaguliers in Cliannel* 
"Row, Weftminfler, every Monday, TiiefJay, and WedntfJay, from 2 
to 5 in the afternoon ; ..where n t only the room where the fif^e is 
^which 30 f(x)t long, I'i wii'e, and 15 hijjh) is wanted fo as to make 
the Thermomtter rife 34 degrees in 2 or 3 hours; bi:t afterwards tite 
hot air is conveyed hito a larje bedchamber, f » as to give that as grat 
a degiec of heat as is defncd. Another of thc'c mathinci;, made in a 
more on amcniid m n ter, m: y b- f. n at the frud Mr. Dn Bois's, at 
'Mr ^Seguitr'5, a Groc r pnd Perfumer in Panton llreet, nehr Leic\;(ler- 
Fields, eveiy Thurfd.iy, FriJay, and Satuid.r> fri)m 2 to 5 in the after- 
noon, during ihis m« -nth of Marcli- N. B. Mr Deia^uliers arid Mr# 
jt>u Bois being farincr-, i?) the undertakinc^ of thcfe new Sta\e Crates, 
dcfire fudi as would have .my cf dicm put up n their h(?\;fcs next 
winter, to aime and iieut with them about ic as foon as nV.iy be j forlo 
many arc already bafj-oke, th.<t [heir wiukmen (wliich a>c but few) v;iU 
not be ab^e to get ti;efn rea<iy witliout ti^mely 'n-tice." Fcfimarv 
Mnvdi I, 1715-16,- 

« fliould 
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** fhould take place, injuries of this kind would 
" be redreffed by proper judges; and thofe who 
^* ufe words and the faculty of meer fpe^king 
'^ and writing, ^s BatJ^ariam do their bodily 
** ftrength, will receive their juft ccnfure; and 
^^ thofc who employ thofe arts and fciences, 
*' of which they^ are mailers, to worthy pur- 
" pofes, receive the greateft of rewards, the 
*' approbation of the moft polite and moft vir- 
*^ tuous among their contemporaries j-'-I think/' 
continued (he, turning to Arthur, *' all we 
>* ha^e hitherto heard of it, and the Prologue 
** which opened it, give us this kind of expep- 
^'tation from that Academy. I take the liberty, 
** as you are (o familiar as to bid me fing 
" before all this company, to let you know, I ex- 
** pe£tyou would let us have that pretty Poem.** 
Arthur made no^nfwer; but bowed, and 
repeated. 

Prologue fpoken at the Censor ium 
on His Majesty's Birth-Day, 

*• F Oil bright Affemblies, and forTaftes rcfiaM, 
' This little Theatre was firft defign'd. 
In which the Vell-pleas'd Founder hopes to treat 
An audience rather elegant than great ; 
While Wit and peautyftiall the fcene divide^ 
And charm each other, rangM dn eithct fide. 
Fearful of noify claps and Joud huzzas. 
That drown the Poem which they mean to praifc, 
•^ I . Ha. 
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He beg§ you calmly to efpoufe his caufe. 

Nor fright the neighb'ring Barge-men with applaufe. 

To plcafe you here fhall different ages ftrive. 
New Arts (hall flourifh, and^the 1 Id revive. 
To the raw tribe of Templars (hall be (hown 
The Grecian Gellure, and the Roman Tone : 
Virgil (hall be the talk of every Beau, 
And Ladies lifp the charms of Cicero. 
The land (hall grow polite from You, who fit 
In chofen ranks, the Cabinet of Wit 2 
To You (hall Bards their virgin-works reveal. 
And hoarfe contending Orators appeal ; 
For your applaufe the rival Arts (hall fue. 
And Mufick take its melody from You. 

With happy omens we prepare the way, 
A noble Theme, and an aufpicious Day. 
O Britain ! grateful confecrate to mirth 
^ 'The timf that gave thy great Deliverer birth. 
Long may tliis day. through many a circling year 
Diftingui(hM in thy feftivals appear ! 
And all tliy fons in its return delight, 
JLjke tho(e who form this loyal Houfe to-night !" 

, fif^ Juft puhliihed. The Britilh Subjca's Anfwcr to the Pretender's 
Dcdsffation. By Sir Richard Steele. Price Two P«nce. Sold by J. 
Roberts ; J. Graves, in St. JamesVScreet ; and A. Dixld. Where may be 
had, compleat Setts of the Town-Talks. Soe p. 128. 

This Day is publiihed, The Political Tat ler. No V. by Jo- 
hath am Standfast, Efq; (hewing the reafonablcfiefs and neceflity 
of executing the principal of the condemt.ed criminals. To which is 
added, his ^fajefly*s moft gracious Speech, and the Proceedings oftho 
Lord* and Commons thereon. Printed Sor J. Roberts. Flying Poftr 
Feb.a3,i7i5-»^- ^ 

Friday, 



J 



N^8, T O W N-T A L K, |i| 



•:TTr 



N*^ VIIL Friday^, February 3, 17 1-5-1 6. 



., MADAM, ^ - 

T HAVE received your^, and as you Cfofpt 
J|L rnand me, in regard th^ityou re^fj £^11 pu|;>li<? 
papers and pamphlets, give a fjjmrnary ^cpownt 
of t^e. ftate of affairs in my next ; and particu? 
larly 4>*'ell upon the late peace, thp fiaccefsful 
war before it, and the imminent ganger we arc 
in after it, 

I have not time to dp this ip'fo cg/efui a 
manner as I ought to perform any thipg which 
is tp pafs your obfervation ; but t)i.e fads are fo 
notQriouSj that they occur to ev^ry man who 
has Uv^d in the world in as lively a. manner as 
the aioft ordinary accidents of life. I (hall trcaf 
^he piaster ^s a point of power projciSted by 
Fr^pce ov^r us and the reft qf Europe : and the 
events which I (hall cnurner^tPj will fhow you^ 
that v(e are at .no time tp e^cpeft ffom that natioli 
njuchmpre th^ to live without hoftilities. 

Have patience, Madam, while I Lead you 
^eund Europe, and bring you again into youi: 

I * ovyn 
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own country, and then give you the beft jntelli- 
gence I can of the perlon and parts of the Pre- 
tender. 

England never had a capital and hereditary 
enemy but France ; for though our brethren in 
the North of this ifland have formerly been 
troublefome neighbours, it is^ to be obferved, 
that generally they were influenced in thofe cafes 
by French Councils; and that they liave been 
far from attempting to give England any uneafi- 
nefs when they were engaged with any foreigners 
but the French. The Scotch did frequently 
fend them ufeful fuccours againft the Romans, 
znd other invaders ; and the names of the ftatef- 
men, who by the Union fecured for ever their 
country from any apprehenfion of danger from 
that fide, but by rebellion, ought to be had in 
perpetual veneration. 

There generally reigns a mutual and heredi- 
tary antipathy between the inhabitants of con- 
tiguous countries. All the influence of a French 
government in Spain has not yet been able to 
cxtinguiih . the animofiiies of the fubjeds 
of the two crowns. The Spaniards continue 
to give the reproachful epithet of Gavache 
.to their French neighbours, who in their turn 
compliment the Spaniih Dons with that df 
Franfaron. 

The 
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The fubjeifts of Caftile mention the Pbrtu* 
gueze with contempt ; and they again abomi- 
nate the name of a Caftilian. 

To bring the cafe home, the animofity be- 
tween the Englifb and the French, has not been 
lefs confpicuous, or of ihorteT duration, than 
that of any of the nations above mentioned, and 
to fay the truth, has been better founded ; nay, 
1 will venture to affirm, that the hiftory and 
experience of the pad and prefent ages have 
abundantly juftified the truth of this propofition. 
That as England has generally been fuccefsful 
in war againft the French, and has thereby be- 
come formidable and refpefted abroad, the 
nation has always been inglorious,' and fuffered 
confiderably in its honour and reputation, when 
in a combination pf councils aqd iqterefls with 
France. 

If thie obfervation may, as I hope it will by 
all peribns verfed in our hiftory, be allowed to be 
literally true^ even in the times of Popilh dark* 
nefs and fuperftition, how much more reafon 
Jiave we to be upon our guard now we are 
convinced by fatal experience, that to all the 
other political reafons that may induce our 
Giallic neighbours, to exert their utmpft efTorts 
to make Britain and Ireland provinces of France, 
the declared maxim of that court has been, to 
isuctinguilh that way of worihip, which they call 
1 3 Hcrefy, 
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Herefyy )and lately entertained hopes/ that their 
deligns would foon become fuccefsful, under the 
notion of afferting the Title of the Pretender; 
4n whicK they intended fuch a King of Britain, 
Wi the Duke of Bouillon is Prince of Sedah, 
wliich is the hereditary patrimony of his family; 
^r as the Prince of Conti became fovereign 6f 
the principality of Drange upon King Williair's 
dieath, which he was obliged to refign to his 
Moft ChrJftian Majefty, as foon as the parlia- 
ttient of Paris had declared him Heir to iu 

\ havfe premifed thus much of pafi: affairs, 
'/jnly to enable you to form a jufter idea of our 
national interfefts, whereby you miy be better 
qualified to judge with impartiality, of what 
tnay be henceforth faid upon that fubjeft in this 
TPaper; efpeclally with relation to the peaice, 
about which you fend fo many queftions ; and 
upon which I will averj in round wbrds, that 
they who made it cannot alledge in their de- 
ftnce, either juftice, neteffity, or expediency to 
this nation. 

The only way to judge impartikUy of the 
Ifnerits of the peacemakers, is to confidcr how 
At titay affed the. nation in thefe three eflehtiah, 
Religion, Liberty, and Coir.merce; which I think 
will be allowed to include all that is valuable to 
^ ^s me^raBd at Clu:iftians<t 

Atf 



N^8. TO W^N-T A L K. 119 

But to fct this in a clear light, it will be ne^ 
ceflary to take a view of the ftate of the nation, 
and of its enemies and allies at thefe four re- 
markable periods, the Revolution in 1688, the 
treaty of Ryfwick in 1697, the commencement 
of the late war in 1702^ and the fatal ceffation 
of arms in 171 2 . 

After the acceflion of Kirfg James II. to the 
throne of Britain, the French believing them-; 
ielvcs in a condition to bring the reft of Europe 
under their yoke, in 1688, .made preparations to 
invade the empire, in order to make way for, 
the elevation of the then Dauphin of France to 
the dignity of King of the Romans. This in* 
cklent made the removal of King James as happy 
to the reft of Europe, as neceffary to ourfelves ; 
and ours bec;ame the common intereft of Chrift- 
eiKlom. This revolution was attended with a 
war, of which though the fuccefs was various, 
the end was both honourable and advantageous 
to England, and to every one of her allies ; 
fince, befidei the ftrong and important city 
and dutchy of Luxemburgh, which they gave 
up by that peace, though it had been yielded to 
them by treaty for twenty years, they were not 
only forced to rcftore what they had taken during 
the war, but alfo the dutchies of Lorrain and Bar, 
^ which th^y had been long pofl'efifed of. They 
0Cfknowledge<]( King William's title to the Britifli 
I 4 crown ; 
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crown ; and the Englifh trade to Spain was' fe- 
curedon the ancient foundation, to the exclufion 
of th€ French. 

For the niore cffefftual perpetuating, the be-, 
nefit of this tradis to England, King William 
confented to the treaty of partition, whereby 
Spain and the Wcft-lndies were to be inhe-. 
tited by the pref^nt Emperor, and the Italian 
dependencies of that monarchy were yielded to 
France ; by which, though there would have 
been a great accretion of dominion t6 that 
crowp, yevnot of power or treafure. On the 
contrary, the preferyation of thofe dominionsj 
which are not contiguous to their own, might 
have greatly exhaufted the kingdom, as the 
experience of paft ages has juftified ; for it rauft 
then h^ye been the intercfl of all the Princes 
'^nd States of Italy to guard againft the increafe 
pf the French power. 

i The death of the Spanilh King ppj^ned a new 
fcene.^ The French immediately jfeized the whole 
jnonarchy and its dependencies, in Europe, 
Africk, and America, except the Spapift pro- 
vinces in the Low Countries, 

The Duke ot Bavaria, who then had the keys 
of Europe in his keeping, offered to coiiiie intp 
the Grand Alliance with his brother of Cologn. 
TheDukte of Savoy m^de the fame offer bybis 
agent i and the Kipg of Porto^l, who fa vy the 
'^> ' ' ' . ' * rum 
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rqin of bis family unavoidable by. the , union of 
France and Spain, would have been glad to have 
joined his forces with the reft. What has been 
IJnce. performed under much more diftdvan- 
tageous circumftances, gives ground to con- 
je^ure how eafy a war would have been upon 
that foot, and how fpeedy the concliifion. The 
^xpedtations of all Europe waited the decifion 
of the_ Parliament of I^ngland ; but inftead of 
giving a fubfidy to enable the King to refeht 
the perfidious violation of folemn and facred 
. engagements, behold an ihipeachment for' a 
freaty, under thefe difadvantages much more 
valuable than that made lately at Utrecht in the 
wantonnefs of the confederate power, and after 
a long feries of victories. Tne confequencej 
were, that the King of Portugal makes an 
jalliance with Fraqce, the Duke of Savoy joins 
their army in perfon with all his forces, the bul- 
wark of Europe is given up by the Eledlor of 
Bavaria, and Cologn introduces the enemy into 
Bonne, Huy, Liege, Keyferfvvacrt, and Dinant : 
the Bavarian takes artns in the heart of Ger* 
many, feizes the Imperial cities, enflames the 
empire, calls in t^e French, and fliakes the 
JEniperor on his throne* 

Before all thefe misfortunes happened, the 
Englifli Genius once more awakes j they refent 
with indignation the impofition of a Pretender 
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to their Sovereign's Throne, by a haughty Mo- 
narch, who aflumes the power to difpofe of 
Crowns ; the people beg of their Prince a dif- 
folution of the Parliament then in being ; the 
King giyes his opinion for war, but dies before 
he can enter upon it : but as the motfve of his 
aftions was Juftice, not Ambition, the laft aft 
of his life was agreeable to the conflant tenour 
of it, the exclufion of a Popifh Pretender. 

The war was commenced under innumerable 
difEculties,but none appeared invincible to fuch 
minifters, fuch generals, fuch armies, and fuch 
allies, as the Britifli nation was bleflcd with on 
that great conjunfture. But how melancholy, 
Madam, is the refledtion, that we cannot look 
back on the viftories but with Ihame ahd infamy, 
when we confider how poorly the efleds of them 
were facrificed to the enemy ! But to run over 
what is neceffary to rehearfe, though it is a pain 
to do it, you muft recolle6l, that one day con* 
quered Bavaria, another recovered Germany, a 
third wrefts Lombardy and Naples out of the 
enemies hands, Catalonia coft three weeks, Va- 
lentia revolts, Majorca and Sardinia follow their 
example, even flanders fubmits, and impreg- 
nable cities fly open. The ttrrp of Pais ConquiSf 
conquered countries, begins to alter its fignifi- 
cation in France ; we come to attack the ancient 
demefne§ pf the crown, our parties appear in 

fight 
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fight of the monarch's palace, and the tfexobtiog 
Parifians begin to talk of paying contributiofBi, 
or removing their effeiSs; when all of a bidden, 
as if we had been in an inftant convinced we had 
been ading a guilty part in all our enterprizes, 
France is reftored to the formidable conditidn 
with which (he entered the war, and with fonic 
circumftances more advantageous, as that ftc 
had now by our conceffion, what we took up 
arms to wreft out of her hands. 

By this peace, Spain and the Indies are given 
up to the houfe of Bourbon, and Lifle reftore4 
to France, as if we had been concerned for 
their misfortune, in being unable, without that 
refiitution, to fupply fo efFedtually as they have 
fince done, the Spanifh demsinds of woolkn 
manufadlures ; it having been computed^ that 
there have been in that diftrift, about fix and 
twenty thoufand perfons employed that way. 
Many other ftrong places are given up, aod wc, 
receive in lieu of them Iktk foefides a mock- 
ceffion of Port Mahon, Gibraltar, ^md Anna- 
polis, which we had already poflefied ourfelvei 
of, at a coniiderable expence x)f blood and 
treafur^e. 

As to the ftate of ReMgion and Liberty within 
this illand, as thefe are no longer fecfbre, than 
our power of defending them is pt^efenred, afid 
fs it is vifible^ that pQWjer mpftjincreafe or 

6 
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: dimbiflt in proportion to our commerce, unlefs 
' that be fccurcd by the peace, it can never be 
. faid to be a good one. 

As for the trade to Spain, I appeal to all 
f thofe concerned in it, how it has been affeded 

• by the peace. There remained two other 
branches of our commerce, the one very profit- 
able, the other abfolutely ncceffary ; I mean oar 
trade to Portugal, to bring home, amongft other 
things, great quantities of gold for our manu- 

. fadures; and that to the Baltick, for naval (lores. 
The firii was vifibly given up to France, by the 
fo famous eighth and ninth articles of the treaty 
of Commerce ; which not having taken cffed, 
while they were proje^Jing other methods of 

• getting it out of our hands, the ftill and care 
of his Majefly'6 miniftiry, has relieved us in that 
circumftance. .And as to our trade to the Bal- 
tick, we fee it is already rendered fo impradH- 
cable by French politicians at the Swedilh court, 
and French privateers under Swediih colours, 
that his Majefty is forced to be at a vaft expence 
in fending thither a royal fquadron, to proteft 
his fubjeds by force of arms, in the enjoyment 
of thofe rights, which they are entitled to by the 

•law of nations. 

Here Madam, you have a fhort and fummary 
account of that peace, ^yhich has broken all the: 
bands of Commerce and Alliance in Europe, 

and 
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and expofed our country, which had the moft 
glorious poll of leading in the war, to the re-' 
proach of uiing that fituation to no other pur- 
pofe, but overbearing the allies in all their' 
reafonable demands ; and in concert with the 
^nemy, betraying or refigning the interefls of 
their confederates, without infifting upon the' 
leaft advantage even to themfelves, but what. 
they aifo treacheroufly and fecretly gave up to 
France, as in the notorious inftance of the 
demolition of Dunkirk. / 

. The iniquity of thefe men has fullied qur re-' 
putation abroad, in fo great a degree, that fo- 
reigners imagine our folly or inconftancy to be 
fuch,that without even accommodating the bait 
they lay before us, to our paffions or our in- 
tcrefts, any thing prefented to our view will* 
become the objedt of our zeal, and need nothing 
to make it acceptable, but being new. It were 
not otherwife poffible for any neighbouring 
power to form to itfelf any fanguine expefta- 
tions from favouring the Pretender, As you 
feem to have a curiofity to know fomething of 
this perfon's private charader,you aretoundcr-i 
iland, that he has never, in his whole life, or 
upon any incident of it, been known to have 
faid or done what might intimate him tp have 
\hc leaft genius for the arts of^war or peace, 
buiinefs or converfation, for becoming the 

pleafures 
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pleafures of an affluent condition, or fupporting 
the ipcopvenienccs of a diftreffed onco The 
bare capacity of appearing in a room, and ac- 
quitting hiaifelf in the ufual geftures of civility, 
is the utmoft that he has arrived at, even in an 
c;3Cercifed fortune, which always ftrikfes out the 
q^alilfies of body and mind, where nature has 
bellowed the leaft difpofition towards thera. 
This inaptitude is too notorious to have left a 
Oration the mod difpofed of all others to 6nd 
Ibmething to commend in thofe with whon) 
thqy h^ve to cjq, the ieaft room for reporting 
9py advantageous circumftance of this remark- 
alt>le p^rfop, whom they have fo long defigned 
fyt our monarch. You are not from hence to 
^xp^y that this dulnefs and inadtivity would 
fender him lefs dangerous in power; for there 
is no condition of human life above Idiptifm^ 
wjiich is npt capable of fuperftition. Where 
thU is infufed, a weak mind will exercife all 
Jtiiaginable tyrannies and cruelties, and, at the 
fame .timCj^ flatter itfelf with the idea of cpn- 
fqous virtue ^nd zeal for the nobleft of i^H 
motives, religion. It is impoffible for fuch a 
pcrfoii to e-xtripate himfelf from prejudice, (o 
;is to p^onffder a man of a different faith from 
bimfejf in the fame degree of virtue, according 
tp bi? rjefpeclive tenet; he will naturally lay ^ 
itrpfsi uppn the fenfible Ceremonies and inftitu- 

tions 
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tions of men, which he can underftand, and have 
CO regard to the true notions of Virtue and 
Piety, which he has not capacity to comprehend. 
There is^ certain intelligence, that this turn of 
his has already given great offence and feandal ^ 
to the churches of S{:con and PeHb ; and it is, 
well known, that an eminent Divine of the 
Church of England, and another of Scotland^ 
notvvithftanding their merit of perjury and tr^a» 
fon for his fake, were efleemed too heterodox 
to fay grace at his table. Wh^t can be expec« 
ted from a Bigot, that cannot bear fo indif- 
ferent a thing, as what is an adt of meer natural 
religion, the giving Thanks for benefits received, 
when it is not by one inftituted in his own way ? 
But it fcems England, in the eye of our neigh- 
bpur, is to be allured without any of thofc 
popular endowments which attract the reft of the 
world, and neither our eyes nor our ears arc to. 
be gratified, or our underftapding informed with 
any thing to tranfport u$, in order to make us 
come into a rebellion. 

I have given feme account of the ^lents of 
the Pretender ; as to his perfon we have no 
other diftindion but that he is tall and alive. 
There is no air in ^ is motion, fcafe in his dif* 
courfe, or dignity in his afpe^. The ftate of his 
^bole affair is, that a people whp hav^ received 
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no injury, are in rebellion in behalf of one to 
whom empire would be no kindnefs. 

I hope therefore, you will lay afide all fearj 
for a great and glorious people, fighting in de- 
fence of all that is dear to them, againft an un- 
difciplined multitude, and an Indolent Invader.' 
The Rebels are exafperated by no injuries, and 
^Jieir prince animated by no fentiments of glory :' 
Till ftupidity can form, or giddinefs execute 
great dcfigns, you are fafe from the Pretender 
and his followers. 1 am, Madam,- 

Your moft humble fervantl 

♦^^^ Juft publiftied, A Pamphlet, intituled, ** The Tea Tahle," N^? I. to 
be continued once a fortnight, Price 3d. Sold by J. Baker. St. James's- ; 
Poft, Feb. 6, 1715-16. This Paper was by Sir R. Steele. 

Yefterday was publiflieJ, ihe 2d Edition of the Tea Table, No. I. &c. 
And next Th'jrfday will be publiftied No U. Ibid. Feb. 10. 

No. III. was adirtrtifed March 2; but no fiarther Nmnbers appear. 
. On the 2Tftof January, 1715-16, J. Roberts brgan to publiih a 
new Weekly Paptr, called,'* The Proteftant Packet;" in which was 
included, an article under the head of Home-News and Town- Talk." 
In that Paper alfo Steele was doubtlcfs an aftiAant. it was not long 
continued Tl have feen three numbers only. 

♦4^* Juft publiftied, A Letter to the Right Worftiipful Sir R. S. con* 
cerning his Remai^ks on the Pretender's Declaration. Price 3d. Poftboy, 
Feb. 2, 1715-16. Se»^p. 114. 

This d?y is publiftied, A Vindication of Sir Richard Steeli, 
againft a Pamphlet, intituled. A Latter to the Right Worftiipful Sir R. S. 
5cc. Price 4d, Evening Poft, Feb. 18, 1715T6. ^ , - 

Juft publiftied, the Pretender's Declaration tranfpofed, by Mr 
Asoill. Sold by JL. Bade gh, in Amen Corner ; of whom may be had 
his other Tracts againft tlie Pretender, and a defence of the Title of 
king George and Jiis fainily. 

Nancy Roo — d*s Letter to a Member of the Beef-Stake Club, ia 
Vindication of certain Ladies, calumniated in the Freeholder of March 
9thi In the ftyle of a certain Knight. Printed for J. Roberts, Price 3d. 
St. James's foft^ Mi:rch 24, 1715-16. 

Monday, 
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MADAM, 

MY laft ended with fome account of the 
Pretender, whom I then defcribed 
with the new and uncommon character, and 
fuch as indeed one could not believe to be in 
human nature, that of an indolent invader. But 
the advices which reprefent ^him in new inci- 
dents, with which we were not then acquainted, 
confirm me in the opinion, that he is the mod 
burthenfome part of the baggage of his own 
army, and is the tool of other mens ambition, 
who labour to place him in a condition which 
he has no fuitable impulfe to contend for, or 
genius to enjoy. It is a circumftancc which 
never before, happened amonglt men, that in- 
ftcad of being headed or inflamed by the perfon, 
conduft, or valour of him whom an army would 
promote to empire, they fuffer all the. fatigues 
of war, and fubjed themfelves to all the pe- 
, nalties of Law, for one, who comers into their 
camp like a Spy, and goes out like a Defcrter. 
The prefent report is, that after having lived 
fome days like a profcribed man in the kingdom 
he calls his own, he has, aifter being once pre- 
K vented 
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vented from doing it, aftually made his efcape 
from that ^body of men who took up afttlsin 
his caufe. It is obfervable that he did not, in 
any part of his behaviour, aft like a man deter- 
mined to conquer, or to die ; but in a mock* 
council, in which only he had any appearance 
of royalty, at Scoon^ he miftook his part fo much, 
or was fo little able to ad it, that he took u{> 
the time which Ibould have been fpent in thanki- 
ing thofe about him for their prefent fervice, 
and exhorting them to future undertakings, in 
poor lamentation of himfelf, and his unhappy 
circumftances. You are a lady of the firft un^^ 
derftanding and good breeding; and I Ihouldbe 
loth to be undcrftood by you, to bring a railii^ 
accufation againft an unhappy man, deluded 
^to an opinion of a titlCj which be he who he 
will, or whofe fon he will, I think and know fe 
■has not. But I fay all this to (he w you that tkc 
whole is one continued abfurdity, that as the 
rebellion 'was entered into without provocadoo 
from injuries, fo it was alfofundertaken wiAoot 
any exped:ation, or reafonable hope of poppriar 
favour towards him who was to be cxait^ hf 
it. I deferred writing to you upon his* fub^, 
or that of his followers, till I could/^ccoFding 
to your requeft, give you a further account of 
him and them, by tiel ling you what palOTed with 
reflation to thofe noblemen who were taken at 

Prefton. 



J 
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Prcfton. It i$ iiot for me to give you a narra- 
tive of the tranfaftions in that High Court of 
Parliament^ wherein the exercife of Royalty itfelf 
was, in a kind, veiled in theLordfHigh Steward *, 
who indeed performed it with a certain air and 
mecknefsofmajefty, which well reprefented thaf 
merciful Prince, whofe power was then in hi^ 
haiids^ and could be exceeded only by what ap* 
pear^ in the countenance of that very Princi; 
then prefent \. There is fo great and fo noble a 
plfeafure, though mixed with inquietude, in the 
exercife of pity, that I heartily wifhed you there, 
to fee the Legiflat4ire of England in the ad: of 
juftice and compaffion ; but as I am to lay every 
thing before you which I take notice of here in 
the moft lively manner I can, you are to fuppofc 
Weftminfter-Hall in a kind, amphitheatrically 
idi^ofcd . The Lord H igh Steward placed under 
a canopy of Rate, furrounded by the Regalia^ 
carried by proper officers ; Garter King at 
Arms at his right,, and the Black Rod at his left; 
the Peers of Great-Britain in their robes facing 
towards him in the area of the hall ; on his 
right hand, by a rail dividing them from that 
court, were feated the Commons of Great-Bri- 
tain, in afcending rows behind each other ; over- 
againft them, on his left, divided alfo from the 

•* Lord Chancellor Cowper. 

f Tlie King and the Prince of Wales were both prefent, in the box 
•jMrepared for the Rofal Family. 

;K a Hpufe 
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Houfe of Lords, were difpofed on like afcents 
people of the firft quality of both fexes, which 
filled and com pleated the folemnity of the ap-r 
pearance. When filence was thrice proclaimed^ 
the Lieutenant of the Tower was commanded to 
bring forth his prifoners ; the Gentleman Gaoler 
accordingly bearing the point of his axe from the 
offenders, marched before them, fo as to place 
himfelf on the left-hand of him of firft quality 
when they flood at the bar; to wit, the Earl of 
Derwjentwater on his right, next to him 
the Lord Widdrington, to him the Earl of 
NiTHSDALE, to him the Earl Carnwarth^ to 
him the Vifcount Kenmure, to him the Lord 
Nairn; and this unhappy rank was clofed on the 
right by the Deputy Lieutenant of the 1 owen 
I Ihould have told yoU that there was a ftruc- 
ture particularly appointed on the left of the 
prifoners, for the accommodation of the Ma- 
nagers of the Houfe of Commons, in cafe any 
thing material fliould be offered, to which 
it might lie upon them to reply. • You muft 
form to yourfelf, how every heart would beat, 
during the awful filence and fufpence of fo many 
perfons aflTembled to hear nothing but a fentencp 
of death pronounced againft fuch a number of 
Peers, who flood now difabled and unarmed, 
befeecbing mercy, one by one, and acknow- 
' ledging they deferved it not. Their quality, 
change of condition, the vigour of their days, 

and 
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and the prefcnt inability to ofFend further, 
pleaded very ftrdngly to a good-natured and 
generous people, who are quick to anger, but 
flow to revenge. The youth of one *, the equa- 
nimity of another, the plain honefty in the coun* 
tenance of a third, the pathetic fimplicity and 
forrow of a foiarth, and nothing but what was 
to be pitied In a fifth, the fixth exprefling only 
defpair, jointly and feverally moved the heart 
in behalf of each and all of them. But when 
they had all faid what they could to excite pity, 
arid frankly, after being alked in diredt words, 
acknowledged they had nothing to fay in arreft 
of judgment ; the Lord High Steward, though 
he felt as much of it as any man in the affembly, 
abated a vicious compaffion in a full anfwer to 
all that had been faid in their behalf, and in. 
concluiSon, with a voice and air of as deep and 
indiffembled forrow as fhey were in upon whom 
he pronounced it, uttered the fiatal fentence. I 
inclofe to you the fpeech itfelf •f', and will not fo 
far tranfgreft upon your judgement, as to think 
it needs being commended to you. 

I muft pafs therefore to things of lower confi- 
deration, and acquaint you, that I Ihall foon 
fend you wh^t you have fo long wilhed for, a 
new Comedy, written with wit, humour, good 
fenfe, good breeding, and knowledge of the 

* Earl of Dbrwentwates. Seep. 142. 
f See this at length, in p. 142. & feqq. 

K 3 world. 
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world. It was delivered by the Author to the 
Covernpr of the Royal Compaay of Comediaos^ 
under the feal of fecrecy as to the name of its 
Writer * 5 for it feeras, though it is thus excellent;^ 
the fpirit of it is too fine, and the charaSers 
drawn with ;tpo much delicacyi to be attended 
to by an audience, who require violence and ex- 
travagartce to awaken them to dfl^j[)t* The 
.whole is lik,e a Tale told by a weU-bred gentle- 
inan, yvho pleafes ypu in every part of it, but 
negleds to make you laugh in any. I fliould 
rather fay, that as ridiculous as mapy parts cf 
this Play are, they are ridiculous only to polite 
people i and the Author is loth to truft l^is repu- 
tation in doing a thing, which he might have 
Jeft alone, to the hazard of a giddy multitude; 
pnd therefore hopes, from the endeavours of 
the gentleman to whom he delivered his Play 
on the firft days of its appearance, to be. tried 
by his peers |n a jury or felcfl: audience of fen*' 
iible^m^n and women. 

I could hardly forbear beginning this Epiftte 
with letting you know, that we have had lately 
a Mafquerade, where your humble fervant made 
one; and the advantage of having been zt \t 
has lijore and more convinced me of my old 
jnaxim. That the intereft of fociety has been 

*»'" Ihe drummer/* the Comedy here alluded to, was pubtijhtd ^ 
Stesh» Spe his Epiftolaiy Corr«fpott<tencc, vol. II. p. 448. 

all 
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all along leflened by the falfe notiops. prfuUm 
men, who rob it of the beft kind of vehicle, wel^ 
regulated pleafure. When people of an afH^eritj 
fortune, who think fit to regale and pleafe tl^it 
friends, without being troubled with the thanks, 
ceremonies, and civilities of fuch a public bene- 
fice, find a way to be guefts at their own table, 
a.nd indulge a noble difpofition by obliging lu 
mafquerade ; I fay, when people who are able 
are thus inclined, and take proper meafures for 
fecuring an aflembly who underftand decency 
and breeding, what can be a more pleafing and 
elegant entertainment than to fee a^ crowd of 
fuch delighted, at one's own expence, without 
the paipful and fulfome returns of compliments 
and adulations ? 

I was never more taken with Arthur's beha- 
viour than this night, when I perceived he had 
difcovered Amorett in the habit of a Shepher- 
defs. It had been natural for a lefe ikilful . 
Lover to have furprifed his mif^refs on fuch an 
occafion, and immediately to have addreflTed her 
with thofe briik approaches of familiarity^ which 
men, who are not refirained by the fenfe that 
they are allowed liberty under a man of quality's 
ropf, becaufe they are fuppofed to kppw how to 
ufe it, would be apt to make ufe of. But here 
Arthur's peculiar right underftanding pre- 
vailed, and he had the art to make his difcretion 
fubfervient to the interefts of his Love. Inftead 

K 4 of 
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of ihewing by the leaft circumftance his know- 
ledge of Amorett, he applied himfelf to a 
pretty milkmaid, who fat by her, and feemed 
to be of her company ; Arthur, who knows 
as exadtly as any man all the windings and 
turns of female cohverfation, and can lead the' 
difcourfe to what point he pleafes, decoyed the 
fair Rujiicy after having interrupted hini with a 
thoufand agreeable pertnefles, into a fettled at- 
tention and defire to hear him entertain her with 
an account of his own pafEon. You know/ 
Madam, there is in your coufin's way of talk, a 
touch of breeding fo refpeftful and infinuating, 
that the vaineft of your fex can hear him with 
pleafure, even while he is not making love to 
themfelves ; I have known a very gigler exprefs 
2Xi ^^x of fatisfadtion when he has been fpeaking 
plain fenfe. In this particular incident, his 
manner of expreffing to one he did not love the 
charms of one he did, the defcriptions he gave 
of his own flame, and of Amorett's beauty, 
had fomething fo touching, that one could not . 
but wifli him fuccefs. The nymph herfelf whom, 
ll)p thus artfully made his confidante could not 
forbear faying, ** ihe was of opinion, the Lady 
who had engaged hi^ afFedtions, muft needs be 
happy in.fuch a Lover/* His Miftrefs's curiofity, 
you will conclude, was fufEciently alarmed by 
^concurrence of all thefe tender circumftances; 

but 
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but howevtr, ihe diffembled fo genteely, and 
behaved herfelf with fuch a-careleflhefs and 
fceming inadvertency of what paffed, as left 
Arthur in no fmall embarraffment. He refolved 
to explain with her upon this fubjeft, and accord- 
ingly, the next day, wrote her the following' 
Letter : 

*' Madam, 

« I AM affliaied to the laft degree with the 
*f reflexion, that either you did not know me 
*^ laft night, or that you were capable with fo 
*^ much eafe to diflemble that knowledge. You 
«* could not imagine yourfelf concealed from 
'^ me. Could you think the neck, or hand, or 
*^ arm of Amorett did not diftinguilh you 
" from all others, as much as thofe eyes, and 
** that countenance ? Had you been veiled from 
** head to foot, would it not have been Amo- 
" RETT that moved ? Did not you hear me fay, 
" the watchman that paffed by was a man of 
" quality ? And do you think the air and mien 
** which I approve in my own fex can imprefs 
" fo ftrong an image as not to be drowned by 
** the difference of rags and robes, and (he I 
*' love be hid in a drefs quite as beautiful as 
*' her ufual one, and only more humble ? Believe 
*' me, Amorett, that drefs could no more dif- 
*^ guife you froip my eyes, than that fortune 
** could eftrange you from my heart. The 

" female 
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^< female world . inarched hy me ia daibevekd 
^^ trefles^ flowing garbsj and gaudy gems* What 
^' did their gems, their trefles, and their robe^ 
'^ but make me iay. How nouch better would 
^^ thofe become Amoreti ! And ihoutd I not 
** know Amorett, who in the fimplicity of 
*^ plain habit and meer neatnefs, with an ia- 
** folence of beauty, knew flie Ihould furpafs 
** them all ? It is enough that I let you under- 
** fland I knew you ; and in return for your 
** being fo obdurate or fo carelefs as not t6 ac- 
** knowledge me, take notice that I have re- 
" venged myfelf of you, and given imagination 
** fo much liberty as to fan^y 1 ruffled a kifs 
** from you when a country girl, and carried 
«* this to a poetical licence of writing the fol» 
•^ lowing SoNO on the imaginary occafion. 

** BY what power did fhe enflave me ! 
** Pretty maid, the kifs flie gave me ! 
•* On her lips the ruby glow'd, 
•* AnA the breath of violets blow'd ; 
•* Swell'd with moift and balmy heat i 
^ •* All was honey, melting fweet: 
** BomidJefs joys-e'en nerw I prove, 
•* For I drank a world of Love : 
** Wanton, madding with the blife, 
" Still I tafte the charming kifs. 

*' Forgive the freedon^ of. Madam, your moft 
" obedient and nioft devoted humble fervant.". 

Now 



N^ 9, TO W N-T A L K. 159 

Now I have given you a recital of Poetry, 
you muft let this Paper concliKle with fome 
which ha§ been before recommended to you *, 
defigncd to be performed at the Cehsorium 
on the Prince's Birth-day. 

ODE fot the Prince's Birth-day •{-'. 

WHEN Chitrchile on t)narda's plaia 

The powers of Europe led ; 
When ^laughte^ ftalk'd on heaps of flain. 

And Virtue greatly bled : 

'Twas then the blooming Prince, ordain'd 

By Fate to Britain's 1 hrone, 
Jn arms imiriortal honours gain'd. 

And won the Victor's crown. 

His glittering fteel he fhook, and vow'd 

By Carolina's eyes, 
To ftain it in his Rivars blood. 

And gain the deftin'd prize. 

•' Britons, affert your Country's caufe,'* 

The youthful Warrior cried ; 
** You fight for freedom and for Laws : 

** For thofe your Fathers died.** 

Then rulhing on, in crowds of foes. 
Through trafts of Death he ran | 

His courage with his danger grows : 
Hero as foon as Man ! 



* See pp. 88. 90. 

f ByLioNA&D WxLSTEPi Efq. Seep. 83« 
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Whilft he each dreadful fcenc revicw'd,^ 
His Rival hid His head : ' ' 

Whilft he with graceful wrath piirfucd, 
The pale Impoftor fled. 

Behold Britannia's promis'd Heir ! 

Behold him cover'd o'er 
With all the glorious duft of war. 

And ftain'd with comely gore ! 

While martial founds his ear delight, 

And rouze him as they fwell ; 
Amidft tlie fury of the fight 

His wounded courfer fell. 

In that diftrefs'd and dubious hour, 

AH cover'd with defpair, 
Alarm'd wa^ England's Guardian Power, 

And fav'd his royal care. 

** Viftorious Youth, to greatnefs born,'* 

The fmiling Genius faid ! 
*' Oh ! fated Empire to adorn, 

*' And Albion's ifame to fpread !* 

** Thy (hining virtues to reward, 

" And blefs a martial land, 
** A diadem thy brow Ihall guard, 

** A fceptre grace thy hand.' 

** Let the glad day, which gave Thee light, 

*' The fymphonies prolong: 
*' While Poets thy great deeds recite, 

** And* Chrdenard's thi^ fong. 

, . - I. ' 

** To 
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** To Harmony and Fanie that day 

'* Shall ever facred be ; 
** And every Mufe devote a lay 
>*rTo. Oudenard and Thee.*' 

^ I am, &CC. 

N^B* This Paper, for the future, wiH be pub- 
liihed every Wednefday * after this next enfuing. 

♦ " On Monday laft was publiflie<J, The Town-Talk, N*' IX. con- 
taining Rtemarl^s 6h the UtA PccJCe^^rngs ip Weftminftcr-Hall, the 
Wafquerades, Ntw Comedy j ice. and vy ill be publilhed for the future 
every Wednefday. Soldliyj. Roberts, &c. Where may be had com- 
plete Setts, and likeWii^ the BHtiih Subjects apfwer to the Pretender's 
Declaration." Poftmai, Feb.,i8. 1715-16. 

Steele feems to have been trying what day the publication would 
fuit beft. He began N* I. on a Saturday j N° II. on a Friday ; N^ IX. 
aa a Monday* There is reafon -to believe, however, tliat.THis was the 
iaft Number of the Town-Talk that appeared. On the 6th of 
March, 1715-16, was advettifed *< Chit-Chat, infiead of Town- 
Talk 9 addreffed to the fame Lady in the Country, and concluding 
with an Argument concerning the Executed Lords, N® 1. Sold by J- 
Roberts, &c. Price 3d." iTie Sfectf^n and Third Numbcry were 
alfo advertifed on the loth and 16th of March. But neither of thefe, 
though diligently fought after, has yet been found by the writer of this 
noe, who is veiy defirous to furnilhthe Publick with a complete edition 

of ALL S T E E L E*S H^'ritin^S, 

♦^* « This day is publilhed, A Letter to a Member, concerning the con- 
ieiiineil Lords, in vindication of Gentlemen calumniated in ihe St. James's, 
■Poft, Friday March a, Price 3d. Sold by J. Roberts, &c. Where may be 
had, complete Setts of the Tow w -Talk." Poftman March 6, 17 15-16. 

*< This day is publiftxed, ChitChat* N* II. in a Letter to a Lady in 
the Country, wherein is contained the Argiuncnt concerning laving or- 
executing the Rebels. By Humphry Philrot." Ibid. March 10. 

*' This day is publi(hed. Chit Chat, in a Letter to a Lady in the 
Country, 'N** III. wherein fome Obfervations are made t4 the prefent 
Treatment of Sir Richard Steele. To be publiihed zy^ry Friday." 
St. James's Poft, March X 6, 17 ifni 6. 

The 
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The Speech of Lord Chaucellor Cowper, 
when he paflbd Sentence on the Six 
Condemned Lords, Feb. 9, 1715-16. 
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JAMES Earl of Derwentwater, Wil- 
liam Lord WiDDRINGTON, WiLLIAM 

Earl of Nithsdale, Robert Earl of Carii- 
WATH, William Vifcount Kbnmure, and Wil- 
liam tord Nairn; ypu ftand impeached of 
High Treafon by the Con^imons of Great Britain 
jn Parliament ^flcmbled ; which Treafon is 
contained in the Articles that have been lately 
read. To this you have feverally pleaded guiky, 
and are thereby cpnvifted. What fay you, 
James Earl of Derwentwater, why judge- 
ment ihoujd not pafs upon you according to 
law?" ^ 

Hereupon the Earl of Derwentwater ♦ 
fpoke as follows : 

* James Ratcltppe Earl of Dbrhvlvktwater was only iahjs 
-I9lh yeafi He was the gt-ai^f- »ri of an Adlrefs {^Mrs. M a rV DaviesJ» 
taken off th© StagehyKin'g Charles II. by whom that iCuig bad a 
daughter, Mary Tudor ; whcmanyingFitANcis Lord RAxtUFFB, 
eldeft fon of the firft Earl of De r wentw^tia, was the mother of QOf 
iU-fated young Peei. His grantlfarher Sir Francis Ratcliffe, of Kefwjck 
in Cumberland, baronet, was created Eai*l of Derwentwater, Vifcoont 
RadcUfFe and Langley,' 1687-8 ; and died in 1696. The fecond Eyl 
dieil in 1705. T^ unfortunate hero of our tale married Anna Maria^ 
daughter of Sir John Webb, baront^^ apd was ^e^uted; ^eesdAy to his 
fentenceion Towcr-hiU, Feb. 24> 1715-16. 

lonly 



Speech OF LoRBCHANCfititoRCowpER. i43l 
** I only beg leave of my noble Peers to re- 
peat a few circumftances mentioned m my an^ • 
fwer to die Articles of impeaehment exhibited 
agairtft meby the honourable Houfc of Gomr 
nions. 

*« But the terrors of your Lordfliips' juft feti- 
tence, which at once deprive me df my life aimI 
efftate^ and compleat the misfortunes of my 
wife and innocent children, are fo heavy upon 
my mindj together with my inexperience, that 
I an fcarce able to alledge what may extenuate 
my bffence, if any thing can do it, I have <oti- 
fMed myfdf guilty; but, my Lord$, that guilt 
^as rafhly incurred, without any prem^itationj 
OS I hope your Lordfliips will be convince by 
one particular. Ibegleavetoobferve,Iwaswholly 
unprovided with men, horfes, arms, and othet 
Aeceflaries, which, in my fituation, I could not have 
wanted, bad I been privy to any formed dc0gn. 
As my offence 'Wa3 fudden, fo my fubmiffion was 
early. When his Majefty's Generals thought fit to 
demand hoftages for fecuring the terms of the 
cejQTation, I voluntarily offered myfelf, with- 
out which the ceflation might pofEbly have 
proved inefFedlual. And whilft I continued 
boii^ge, the great charafter of his Majefty'5 
cletnency, and the repeated encouragement I 
had to hope for mercy, by furreadering to it, 
2 foon 
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foon determined me, and I accordingly declared 
my refolution to remain with his Majefty*s forces, 
and from that time fiibmitted myfclf to his 
goodnefs, on which I ftill entirely depend. I 
humbly hope to obtain the mediation of your 
Lordihips and of the honourable "Houfe of 
Commons in my behalf; folemnly proteftingmy 
future conduQ: fliall (hew me not altogether un- 
worthy your generous compaffion for my life, 
.which is all 1 can beg of his Majefty.'* 
: Then the Lord High Steward faid," My Lord 
Derwentwater, your Lordfliip*s voice hath 
not been perfedlly heard to this end of the 
court; therefore I afk you whether you have 
pleaded any thing in arreft of judgement ?*' To 
which the Lord Derwentwater anfwered, 
** No, my Lords/' 

After this, the Lord High Steward faid, 
*« Lord WiDDRiNGTON *, what have you to fay 
for yourfelf, why judgement fliould not pafs 
upon you according to law ?" To which the 
Lord WiDDRiNGTON anfwcrcd as follows : 

♦ William Lord Widdrinoton, defccnded from ati honourable 
^mily of that name in Nf)rthuml)erland, was the grand fon of the firft 
baron of that name, who for his fignal fervices was raifed to the Peei-age 
ia 1643 by King Charles I. and loft his life near Wigan, in fightiog 
for King Charles II. He was fuccceded in the title by his fon William j 
and he by Wi LLiAM the laft Lord, -who fortunately efcaped ^ith hU 
life, but was attainted. 

"My 



f5MyXofds,^Ihaye abandoned aU mamier 
pf defeoc^ ever fince 1 firfl furr^ndef^d;mj(felf 
to his Mai^fty> royal clemeTicy^jyapI^ 
^g i^aye ''t9^ifiR?*^tp y^urXpi4fcHE^^ 
.Wf^ftaijce? ofcfny.pnJ^Ry cafe,,;^)^^^^ 
^lrfeajdy.f9J^fqrth in 9ay anfi^^ ^v 

** Yoyr Lprdfliip^ fee before yqu an unfor*- 
tunate man, whp, after leading a private and re- 
tij^ed life for niany,yea^rS| jhas,^ by ppe rafti and 
inconfidera,te. aition, ^xjpofed liiipfelf apd bis 
family to ^he.gr^ateftr calamities apd rnifery, and 
js now upon th^ pp^t of receiving the fevereft 
Sentence dir^dtcdby any of x)ur ^^lifli laws. 

** J do protefi tp your Lqfr^lhips, that I was 

/i^ycr . pri.vy ^to^ 3Ay cpncef t^d peafur^s againjft 

Jij^sfip^^^/s j<)sy^l;perfopi.oy the efta]t))ii^ed go- 

Yfr^^mgnt.^ A5 tp^tbe inAiri^efltiop in Nor|hum- 

;bcrlan^,;i:0|^iyfe€ard of i^;acicidjenytajly fh^ night 

before ithappeneds and Jbeing iJ^K* after in- 

. fpimed 'that fell my jneigbfeoxirs . and acquain- 

^taace bad jn?t. in arrh5, a crowd of xonfuled 

atid n^ftaltinrno^icins Jiurried miei. at once into 

a predpitaite refplution of joining them j a 

rffolutiony', which, Imuft.own^ I could nevpr 

fince calmly refled upon, without part of that 

confufion I find myfelf under in the public 

jaqknowl€;dgeii>ent of fo much r^nefs and folly. 

After thus plunging out of rpy depth, as unprc- 

j^red fw fuch an enterprize. as the action jyas 

,' " \ h unpre* 



tihj)retticditated, I Cafinot, f6r rrijr •Awn parti* 
cular, vipoa the ftridcft recdlliiftidw, ffiJrrge tnjr^ 
fcif With any violatioit of At p^j(>erties of Af 
ffeHow-ftibjtdb ; buti Oil the fettbttatfjr, I alw^* 
tndfcivbtired to entourage htamanity and mo- 
deration during the whbfe tetitfe df bur mt- 
ferable expedition; and^ hi order to make the 
beft itotnent in my power fbr the great fault 1 
had been gdiky of, I can >u^ly fey, that ! was 
in nb fhidl degree Inftrumental in procuring a 
fubmiffion tb his Majefty. But^ toy Lord$, 
howfever vrillin^ or didiirouil either I or any 
others might be to put a fpeedy end to thofe 
unfortunate troubles, tfeffVprefen^fcan; the firft 
and moft powerful kW oif nature, would have 
rendered the prdpofel Vaiil andfrliklefe, had not 
the officers vvho cotttrtianded the r^al ftrccj 
giv^ft us hop^s of inereyv ^^ MIRif ed us we 
fubmitte^ to ^ Princlg of the gre^M^ tleihency 
in the wMld. Thefe hopCi> and t)^s afiura^e, 
anfwered the ftrongtsd objeAionSj 4>vercaniie all 
renudnhig difficulties, and gw& tha fi)»i^ng 
ftrol^ to a general furrender, vHiertby the 
further effufion of Briti(h blood was prevented, 
and ^ perfeft tranquillity reltered ft> I^Ce parts 
t)f his Majefty*s dominions. 

" My Lords, as this my firft attempt was raft 
^nd unpremeditated, as I always qfed and pro- 
mpted mod^raition and humility towards my 

fellow- 



^ow«ft2)ijeQS| and at I did not oBftuiatnlyl per- 
fift in my fmlt^ h»t wa» ike firft Vfb0' pt o^e4 
an^ eariy fubcniffioa to kis Majefty; ; I humbly 
Hope my iinbapp<y cafe^^ aod the dejplfur abk €0^ 
fKtkMi of mF un&NTtuQate ckiidrcQ> already ck- 
priTcd of their tender mother^ will raiie a ge^ 
nerous compa^pfi in your hor^UkAjps aad thp 
tionourabl^ Hoiife of Cominona; and I mo^ 
tarixfily entreat both y^cmr Lordftips and that 
iiottourabte Hoiife tx) t^^opie mterceflbra with 
iiis Majefty in my behalf for diat naercy whick 
1 W4 0«Goi»raged to hope fop \^tn 1 grfl fur-* 
fendered^ and whidi I have ever finp^ wtfh tkf 
pnmft confidej^ relt^ up^^ 

^ I have only to add my |tx>ft foj^oni af* 
furance^ be^^e th^s a^guft Afiembly^ that no 
j^ture tinte j^U txfx fin^d me warning b the 
inoft invblaUe ^f and gcatitu4e to that mer- 
ciful Prince who gives me oiy life^ ai^l ^ef^es 
a father to five miferablesmd diftrefied orphaiis; 
find I ibali always retaip the higkoft cddeem mud 
veneration for your Lor^ifliip^ a))d thf kpiuaur*- 
jible Hou& of Commons/^ 

Hereupofi the|^d High Steward faid/^ Lwd 
WiD^Ri^^i^ON^ for greater certainty J aik yopr 
Lordflup whether you have pleaded any thing 
m arreft of judgement ?*' To whieh the Lord 
WiDDRiNGTON anfwcrcd, *^ No, my Lords, I 

Jj5VC not/* 

Lz Then 



I4B SpE£i:h op Lp&9 CHAKCic^Lcia .Cqvbbk« 
Then the Lord High Ste wafcj feia, ^ WiLt 
LiAM Earl of NiTHSDALE *, what ?lrjidi 70UI 
Lordfliip to fay for yourfelf, why judgement 
fiiould not pafs upon you according to law ^'^ 
Whereupon the Earl of Nituspale fpoke as 
follows : J 

^* My Lords, I have ironfeffed myfclf girilty, 
relying only on his Majcfty's mejxy ; and 1 beg 
leave to aflure your Lordihips, I was never privy 
to any plot or defign agahiA his Majefty's per^- 
fon or government^ and was unprovided with 
any neceflaries for iuch ia purpqfe ; but raihly 
and inconfideracely/ withic^yifour of my fer? 
vantSj joined thofe whoiappeared in arms in my 
neighbourhood, and Was one isf the laft who 

ivent unto them* '; ^ 

• ^^ AtPrcfton, my Lords^ his.Mijefl:y -sgeneral? 
gave great hopes axicl; cnoouwgemiin^ to believ? 
«fe(at lurrendering.tQ hisMajcftyfa m^tcy was thp 
ready way to" obtaiii it ; with repeated ^ffurancej 
that his Majelly was a Prince of th^ greateg 
clemency. 

*^ Upon thofe hopes and affaraaces I fubmltte^ 
tnyfelf, and ftill. entirely depend on his Majefty's 

* William Maxwili., Eai-I of Nithsdale, Lord Maxwill 
iuui H E^ R is,w2S orderedfoT cxecl^tlon, Fd>. 24; but was fortunate enougb 
to eica{)c out t}f Cbe Tower, difgu'tfed in a riding-hood and in womeus 
^ppvej^. He afterward joined the Pretender at Avignon ; and died in 
1 744., an exile at Rome. He married W i n t rit £ t>, youngeft daaghter of 
William Marquis of Povris ; by whom he left a fon William Lopi 
ffiA^^'ELh, who died Auguft 15, 1776. 
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^oodbefs/ earteftljr befeechnig your Lordihip^ 
IM^jtfais honoinrable Hofufe of ^^ Commons t6 infc 
tcrcede with his M^ftjr^n my behalf. r 

•* And I folemnly protiiife your Lordiliips^ I 
fliaH/ during the remainder of my life, pay thfc 
litmoft duty and gratitude to his moft gracious 
Majefty, and the higheft ven6ratiion and tefpeft 
to your Lord&ips and the honourable Houfe of 
Ck^tiimlobs^.*' ' 

Hereupon the Lord High Steward ifaid> *^ I 
muft alfo afk your Lordihip (your Lordfliip's 
Voice riot reaching thus far), whether 'you hav^ 
pleaded any thing in arreft of judgement f** 
To which the Earl or Nithspale aafwering, 
** No, my Lords, I havcnoti** 

The Lord High Steward went oft, and faid, 
** Lord Carnwath *^ whiat have you to fay for 
youtf^lf why judgement ihould not paGt upon 
y6u sfccording tx> law?*' Upon which the Lord 
'CARNWiiTH fppke as follows : 

" My Lords> I (hall not ^trouble this great 
aflembly with a repetition of what Lfaid when 
formerly b^ore your Lopdfltips and his Ma- 
jefty's co^jncil. ' * 

** I hope thefe noble Lords entertam that fa- 
vourable opinion of my fincere dealing, to be^ 

« jlossiiT Dalzisl, fixth Earl of Carnwath* He w^ attailateid;; 
but bad both life and his eflates remitted to him ; and died iii 1 73 1> a]^4 
iteucH* He had' been four times married* 
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ikvt kint TTBot of ezpcdeticc aad knowledge cf 
the ia^wQ -was the gtoat inducemeikt of enga^ng 
in this fatal Md ttniMippy undtftakkig. 

*' Tiie only thing i cao hope or wifii for ii 
M% Mipefty^s tnercgr. He has the chjarafbst 4f 
a oieretf ul Poiaoe ; ibfofM k |>lc»ie hkki tQ think 
tde a^pnopet bbjcift for it (though I miaft cooWj 
nyfclf a vrfri^ iimworithy ooe), atl i can fey* my 
Lords, is, that the remaitider of ttfy U£t fttfH 
iconviAce his Majefty, and all the world, of mj 
true praitenoe and gratitude, 

^ My Iiords, I aih yet m unjwortfcy inor^l^ 
dfthbis grbat body^ the Peeragij, now ^xpeiS^i^^ 
jroKtr Ltirdfhips judgemeei: te to life or ideatfc* 
Should ii l^e for life, tny decmeaHOur nnd <ai^ 
.tiage for ^he iittore will be ftich w nwt of 
your L(trdfliips ihalL "be atlhaii&ed of Mving 
f^ewed (Qie ootiipaffion ; but, Aptfld it: be iqr 
death, God's wiU be done; to my Uft howl 
£hall pray for the nation's and ybw Lord&ipi^ 
jpnrfperrty ; hairhjg this /comfort ia my prefent 
.idifftrefa, that your Ixu-flUhtpis «re my }u4ges -at 
thtl ixibubd ; and yet i greater ii^mfort h^ire |, 
that 1 im fooii to appear befor-e a gfeafber, 
ni^hMKltawiot defpaiJ: trf findt£ig mfif cy and 
forgivcncfs for all my fins, i : 

** I beg God Almighty's pardon for them; I 
HaV'e ^Ircady a)k0d his Majefty's, and I do it 
how ; and do huoihly bdg leafo, 0ace^oc;e,4P4 

^ I ^ perhaps 
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f^r^p^ tbcJall: pfc^Uion ithAt ever I flwllb^^ 
to dcfire that your Grace^ this Noble Houiis;^ 
mA *h« honp;urabk Coe^qaojas of G«at Britpin^ 
iwhp ar? fiQSr biC^Tfl, WOuJcJ ktorcede wit^ his 
M;yefty % me. 

" I take/ijiy We of your JLordfliiiis, ;w4 
wiih yoii^ bappinefe." 

Being aflced by the Lor^ -High Stcsvard, 
wbAt^^Fihji$ I^ordlhip bad any thing to offft in 
arreft of jpcjgement, he faid, ** No, my Lords/' 

Then tbc liQird Higb Steward having aiked 
the Lord yilc<wintK^NMu^5 **, what he bad tp 
lay for blfn&lf why |udgement Should not pafs 
upqh hm .accordjg^ to law; hi$ Lordibap 
fpoketbUisi ' 

*^ My X^r^, 1 am tm^ly fenfible of my crime^ 
and WianJ; words to exprefs my repentance. God 
knows J never bad ^ny perfonal prejudice againil 
bis Mspcfty, nor >va$ J ev!?r acceffary to any 
previous defign agaloift bim. I humbly be^ 
my noble Peers and the honourable Houfe 
of Commons to interc^e with the King for 
mercy to m^, that I may live tp fliew myfejf the 
d|itifulle(t of his fubjeAs^ and to be the me^ns 
to keep my wife and four fmall children from 
ftarvingj the thoughts of which, with my 

^ WiliIaM OoRQOi?, VifcounttCxNMURC, aiid Baron of Loch* 
XKTEB, w^ executed Feb. i^^ at Uie ^e of 62. Hi$ ef^die, but not the 
title; was rcAoied to bk fon Rob E» T. 
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'cnnie, makeV ine tfe^tnoft^foi^d^^ of all 
^entl^men/'; / ' «' ' 7 - "^ ' * . "' 

Kerbiipdn the Lord High Steward faid, ** H/Ify 
Lbrfl, your voice not beitig heard to this eiid of 
the court, 1 would know whether, in what yoti 
have faid^' ybb have offered any thing in arreft 
of judgement ?" Xo whidh his Lotdftiip anfwe?- 

ThI tbrd High Steward faid, L^^ 
what have you to fay for yourfelf whyjudgemeilt 
fliould not pafs upon you accordirtg tbiaw ?*^ To 
iVhich the Lord NArar anfweretf^s fpilows : ; 

f^ I am very fenfible hbW iitifit T am td pleaB 
rny bWh iJaiuie befote j^xrr'<^face (my •'Lorci 
High Steward), and this augn^ Affembljr ; ^d 
therefore, though I could fay much to' extenuate 
ihe (irimfe for whicfi I ri:arid ihipeithed, yet I 
chufe rather to lay my whble ftVfefs' lipbF'tHe 
King's, mercy, foi* wKich'hd is fe' renowned, aiid 
^bich I was ^ut* in hopes bf^ at the tipie 6{ niy 
furri^nder. ' In '.corifi.defitibrf whfereof, 'and in 
compaffion td in 'aifti^ed Wife and t\<^elve 
children, I ftill hbpe, by the- mediation of 
yttur Gracfe^ my noble Lords, and the hb- 

V *, WiLLjAM jLqnilNAii^iN, brotfier totjl^c pukji <^£ Atho«^ y^ c^n- 
^cmned ; but received feveral fuccefii\e refpitcs till i7i7,^Vhcn he was 
included in th^ aift of grace, apd had hi§ j5ftate,but not his title, reftorcd. 
He died in 1 725, aged more than 80. His fon^ the titular Lord, engaging 
la the next rebellion^ was killed at Culloden^ April 1 6^ J 746. 
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HoUraBlc 'Houfc of %ommbns, 1- inay obTaik 
it ; iblertinly ptoteftin^, that' in gi^atitude for lb 
%gnal 2t dellverancb I Will, to the end of my 
^tfei regain d dudftil Shd obfedkfft fabjea fb 
his moft graciovBHihd factcd Majefty Kln^ 
Xjeorge."' - « •' ; 

; The Lord -High' Steward having alked hiril, 
whether hii liordfliip/had offered -any thing i5i 
arrcft of jddjgehiferit i thfe Lord Nairn anfwered, 
«Nb, my Lords."* 

And then^ the Serjeafit at arftiis BaVirijg madfe 
'proclamation fbfSilenbe, the Lbi-d High ^fewartt 
fpoke in the manner following : • - * 

] " James Earl of. Derwentwater, Wii;- 
riAM Lord Widi^rington, William £arl cjf 

,;^tTHsbAtE, Robert Earl of CARNWARXff, 
William Vifcount^KENMuAE, Williaa^ Lprid 

"^airn! '.. -"7. ,' ■ . . ' ' ' '-..y 

*^ You (land imi)e^ciied, by the Commons of 
Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, of IJigh 

/I'rtafon, in traiteroully imagining and com- 
pafling the dea,th of his moft Sacred Majefty, 
and in confpiring, for that end, to levy a bloody 
and deftru^ive ws^r againft his Majefty, in order 
]to depofe ^nd murder hini i and in levying war 
accordingly, and proclaiming a Pr eten d e r ^o 

. his crown to be King of thelTe realhVs. 

^^ Which inipeachn^ent, though one of your 

Lordfhips^ 
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Lordihifi, in th^ i9jtiro4#i>o tQ b^m pl^^ i^pi. 
pofei to be out of the ordinary aja4 f^gpffQQB 
icouriie of the law and juftice^ is yet ^s m^;# 
courie of proceeding aik:oFdi9g (o tbe ^aQmaon 
law as any odier whf tftxeifer, . 

" If you had been indidled^ the ifididpieirf 
inu^ have been reo^ove^ axid bnrought before 

jiic Hoiufe of XxMrds (rfie Parliapijent fitting)^ 
{n that cafe you had (it is true^ been accyi^ 
only by the Grand Jury of ow <:ounty ; in the 

.j)reieni:, the whole body of the Comnaons of 
Great Britain, by their r^uieficutat^yes, ape yx)ur 
accufers. 

*^ And this circumftajnce is very obfefv^ble 
(to exclude all poflible fuppofition of hardlhip 
as to the method of proceeding againft you) 
that, however all g^eat aflemblies ambngft us arc 
apt to differ' on other points, you were iin- 

. pc^iched by the unanimous opinipn of the Houfc 
ofComnjoDs(notbne coritradifting). 

^ *' They found themfelves, it feeois, fo mucji 
concerped in the pirefcxvation of his moll truly 
Sacred Majefty, and the proteltant Succe;fl5on 

J (the very life j^nd foul of thefe kingdoms), that 

^they couI4 iipt omit thefirft opportunity of 

'taking their propeif' part, in Ofder to fo fignal 

* and neceflafy ah 2iSt of his Miijefty's juftiee. 

** And th,us the whole body [politic of this 
: free kingdom has in a manne^rofe up in its own 

* * ^ defcncei 



€iefttDcty^v tbe {moiflittmit of ihefe crimes^ 
mhkh k was nghtly apptthended had a direft 
tendency to the everlaftfiog difibluiioD of It. 

'^ To this impctcliiiEient you have ieverally 
^kaded;^ and acto^wkdged youri^vfs ^u\hy g( 
the High Trtafob thctrin c^titaJried, 

** Your pleas arc accompanied with fome va- 
rtciy of matter^ to miiagate your dSenccs^ mi 
to obtain mercer. 

^^ Partof wnicii(asferncoftliecircum(lam:t» 
iaid to have aiiteiided your furreiMkr> feembg-to 
fbe offered rad»er iH ailments only for tnercy^ 
-than any thing in mttigatlbu of your precedmg 
iguilt) is not proper for me to i^ke ndtice of« 

*^ But as to the oi^er part^ which is meant to 
lesctenuate the crimes of which you are convided^ 
it is fit I flxc^ld takb tibis occafion to make £»ne 
obfervatioDs to your Lordfliips upon it; to tSa^ 
lend ^hat the judgement to be given againft yo|i 
may clearly appear id be juft and tighteousj as 
rHfell as legal ; and t^at you m^y not Iretii^ 
under any fatal lerror in refpeft of a greater Ju* 
dtcature^ by i'eflcftmg with lefs horror and re- 
.morfe on the guilt you have coai;faS)ed than 4t 
rtoliy dffcrv^is* . [ 

** It is alledged by iJwme of yo\|r Lor4ilrip|> 

^l^t ycru engaged intbis|l^beJiiion without pre^ 

^ious concert or 4eliberatiop^ and without fuit* 

^Ic prepaj^jbons of ^ei^ horfes, and arms. 
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. " If tKi6 fliotiiAbcf feppdffd'JthiQ htifome df 
^'our bordihips avdrci^g^it; I^firc\youi tx^jcdw' 
fider, that as it exeraptj you. from the circirm^ 
ttano6 of cofttrivkig rhij' Tl^aton, fo Itf vferjr 
lni*fc stggravates your guile i»»tKal pSart y^ 
have undout)tedly b§rfle in khe^ireclitibn df it. 
• ''* For it Ihews, that your inclteaiions to rebel 
-Werefo weil>known (which could only be from 
a continued feries of your words aitd anions), 
^rhat the contrivers of that horrid dcfign depended 
orpdn you, and therein judged rightly. That 
,yoiir zeal to: engage in this Tireafon was ib 
Jltiing^ a$ tioearry you into it oiithe leaft warn^ 
ing,^ and the very firfl: invitatioi?. That you 
ft^ould not ekciifc jrourfelves' by' want of prepa- 
ration, as you might have done } and that, rather 
than not hav^ a ihare in the Rebellion, you would 
^l^luftgei yowfelves rinto it, aimpft naked and un- 
'provided for fiich ah entcrprijte. In (hort, that 
your m^ttj, hdrfes, ind arms, ]were not fo well 
•pri^pAed' as they taight and would have been on 
kAiger w'arriirtg, but ybur mittds were. 

*« It iS alledged alfo, as an extenuation of your 

fcrtm^,-thk noerU5el cir toai^ aftion (I fuppofe 

is meant no rapine or plunder^ of worfe) has 

'^be^nclSmmitted'by^byi :^^ /' •: 

" /^'^irhis may in pa^r only bte tf ufe'. But then 

'^^bur-Lordfliips will at the fame time confidet, 

that the feying wafte a trfehft of kh* bfcars i>u^^ 

-'■' . littli 
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little iproBjMjluD ill ipomt of guilV ?omp^e<t 
with the crime C3£;which y<w ftaad convifted^ 
jliiL open attempt td deftroy the.beft of Eingsj to 
ruin the whok fabrick, ahd ja^e the yefy fquni 
dation of a ^verhment, tb^ l>eft f\>itcd of ftny , 
in thai world Xo perfeftithe bappinef3> andvfup-» 
port the dijgnity, of human naturej. The formec 
offence caufes but. a liiifchief. that i$ fpqn ret 
covered, and is ufually pretty much confined ; 
the latter, had it fucceeded, muft have bfoughis 
a lading and univerial deilru£tion on the whole 
kingdom^ ^ ^ ■ 

" Befides, much of thi^s was owing to accit 
dents ; your march was fohafty, partly to avoid 
the King's troops, and partly from a v^ia hope 
to ftir.Up infurreftions in all the counties you 
pafled through, ih^t you had not time to fpread* 
devaftlatioh,- without deviating from your mainj 
and,' as I have obfervcd, much worfe defign, ; 

>*-Farther : It is vpry furprizing that any con- 
cerned in this rebellion ihould lay their enr 
gagingin itonjhe government V doing a ne- 
ceflary and.ufual^adk ^alike cafes, for its pre- 
iervatjspn, the giving orders to confine fuch as - 
were, mod Ukel)r to . jgin in that treafon. It i^ 
hard to believe that any one Ihould rebel, merely 
' to avoid being reft rained from rebelling ; or that 
a geotle confinement would not much better 
Jbaye Suited a crazy ftatc of healthy tfea,n tj)e f%- 
V ligues 
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iSgties and incontefthicies of hdk long md bitfijf 
marches in the depth of whiter. 

^« Your Lord<U(>s rifiog m afma^ thercfobe^ 
has much more jnfttfed tb€ pradeace and fiends 
of thofe orden^ riian thofe oiders wiH mj wife 
fenre to iincigate yopr trcafoa. Alas ! happ]^ 
kad it been for 9M your Lord&ips had yonf^ik^ 
irnder fo indulgent a rcftrainto 

*' When your Lordihips (hail in good earneft 
apply yoarfelves to think impartially on yont 
aSof ibrely you will not yourfetres believe tba( 
it is poffible, in the nature of the things to bf 
enga^d, and comini^e fo long engaged ^ in fucb 
a difficult and laborious enterprize through raflir 
tiefs, furprife, or inadvertency ; or that /had cbe 
attack at Prefton been lefs fiidden (aad con ft- 
quently the rebels better prepared to receive it)| 
your Lordfhips had been redoped the foonert 
apd with lefs if not without any Uoodibcd. 

^ No, my Lords, thefc, and liich like, are 
artful cdourings, proceedmg from niinds filled 
witb expe^fhtion of contintmig in this world; 
and not from fuch as are preparing for their dOr 
fence before a tribunal where the thoughts of 
the heart,' aiid the true fprii^] and p^ufcsof 
jidions, moft be laid opeij, ^ 

** And now, my Lords, having thus removed 
fame f^lfe colours }'ou have &€ed, to aflift yoy 
jet further jn that n^q^ary work c^ dunking 



oii ifour gre^ offeree as yon ougbc, I proce^ to 
touch upoft feveral ^ifcumftaaces that feem 
greatly t6 ag^rarac^ their crime, and which wiU 
defdrto f otTr mdft feriou^ confiderationi 

^« Tb^ diVme virtue^ (It fe one of your Lc^d- 
^{>» dum i^khets) which all the wofld^ as Wttt 
as yoor Lordfibips, acknowledge to be in his Ma- 
jefty, and which you now lay claim to» ought 
certainly to have with^held your hands from cn- 
deaTouring to depofe, to deftroy, to murder thai 
mbftexcdfent Prince ;ib the impeachment fpeaks^ 
and fo the law conftrues your actions ; and this 
is not otrly true in the notion of law, but afmoft 
stlwa^rf^ in deed and reality. Jt is a trite, btit 
very true remark, that there are but few hours 
betweeti Kings bting reduced under the power 
of pretenders ' to their crown, and their graved. 
Had you fUcce^ded, his Majeffy's cafe would, 1 
fear, have hardly been an exception to that 
general rule, fince it is highly improbable that 
iight fliould have favcd any of that illuftrious 
and valiant family^ 

^ It is a farther aggravation of your crime, 
that his Majefty, whom your Lordfliips would 
have dethroned, affcfled not the crown by force, 
or by the arts of ambition, but fucceedcd peace- 
ably and legally to it; and, on the deceafe of her 
late Majefly without ifiue, became undoubtedly 
'the iiekt,.in courfc of dcfccpt, capable of fuc- 
I ceeding 
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1^0 Si££cd or LoriiD CnAvfiUioK ComfEtL^ 

ccdding to the Cj^own, by the law and con^ 
tutioD pf this kingdom ; as it ftood declared fome 
ye^n^s hcfQre;:thecrowu was cxprc^y limited ip 
|he Houfc of H^nqwi?-. This rlgjit,ws» ickncrMt- 
jR^g^d^ a^d t^e d^fcen^ of t^e^ crown Umiped or 
Confirmed avCgordipgly, ]?y ithe\^holeJLcgi<l2^rc, 
in two fucceffiye reigns; and more than qqce ip 
the Utter, which your Lorcjfhip^' accomplices arc 
very far frona: allowing ^J^ii^i bias jhe natiop 
^ thatiide. >,;, / » /. . :. 

" How could it then ent^r 'into the h^art of 
mctt'^ to think that pifiyaijc perfqns tpight with a 
good conference endeavoitf to fubvert fiicji p 
feitlement by running to tumultuary arms, and 
Jby intoxicatipg the dregs pf the people wic)i 
(cootradidlory opinions, ^nd ^ropadlefs IJandcrs, 
or that God's Providency would ever profpjr 
fuch wicked, fuch ruinou^ attempts ? 

" EfpeciaUy if in the next place it be coi}- 
fidered, that the moft fertile inventions on the 
fide of the Rebellion have not been able to 
affign the lead Ihadow'of a grievance as the 
caufe of it. .To fuch poor ffiifts have they been 
reduced o|i' this head, that^'for want of bcttj^r 
colours, it has been ohje^fle.d, in a folemn manner, 
ty your Lordftiips* aflociates, to hisMajefty's go- 
vernment, that his people do not enjoy the fruits 
of peace, as our neighbours have done fincc the 
'4ajl war^ Thus they firll'rob us of our peacf, 

* an(J 
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and then upbraidrus that we have it not. It is 
a monftrous Rebellion that can find no fairit with 
the Government it invades, but what is thcefFeft 
of the RebclUon itfeff. 

*' Your Lordfhips will likewife do well to 
confider what an additionalburthen your Tfeafon 
has madeneceiTary oh the people of this kingdom, 
V^ho wanted, and were about to enjoy, fome re- 
fpite. To this end it is well known, that all new 
or increafe of taxes were the laft year carefully 
avoided 5 and his Majefty was contented to have 
DO more forces than were juft fufficient to attend 
his perfon, and fhut the gates of a few garrifons. 

'* But what his Majefty thus did for the eafc 
and quiet of his people, you moft ungratefully 
turned to his difadvantage, by taking encourage^ 
ment from thence to endanger his and his king* 
dom's fafety, and to bring oppreffion on your 
fcllow-fubjefts. 

** Your Lordfliips obferve, I avoid expatiating 
on the miferies of a Civil War, a very large 
and copious fubjeft. I (ball but barely fuggeft 
, to you on that head, that, whatever thofe ca^ 
lamities may happen to be in the prefent cafe, 
^U who are at any time, or in any place, par- 
takers in the Rebellion (efpecially perfons of 
JBgure and diftinftion) are in fome degree re- 
fponfible for them; and therefore your Lordfhips 
inuft not hold yourfelves quite clear from the 
M guilt 
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guilt of tfiofe barbarilies which hive beeh ratel^ 
committed by fuch as are engaged iti the faotid 
Trcafon with you, and not yet peffafilly irc^ 
duced, in burning the habitations of their cotiir 
trymen, and thereby expofing many thdufhfids to 
cold and hunger in this rigorous feafon. 

*^ I muft be fo juft to fuch of your JL-ordftiipii 
as profefs the Religion of the Church of Rome, 
that you had one temptation, and that a giiit 
one, to engage you in this treafon, which the 
others had not ; in that it was evident, fuccefs on 
your part muft for ever have eftablifhcd Popery 
in this kingdom, and that probably yovt douW 
never have again fo fair an opportunity. 

"But then, gdod God! how tauft thofe 
Proteftants be covered with confufion, %ho d> 
tered into the fam^ meafures, Without fo much 
las cajpftulating for their Religion (that ever! 
could find from any examination I hiave feen as 
heard), or fib much as requiring, much lefs oh- 
taiiiing, a frail promife tljat it Ihould be pre- 
ferved, or, even tolerated. 

^f It is my dpty to exhort your L'ofdttiips thus 
to thinjc of the aggravations as well as the ttiiti- 
. gations (if there be any) of your offences^ and if 
I could have the leaft hopes that the prejudices 
of habit and education would not be too ftrong 
for the moft carneft and charitable entreaties, I 
would beg yoii not to rcijy anjr longer on thofc 

drreftor? 
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^ireiftors of your confcicbces, by whofe eonduft 
you have very probably beep led into this mi* 
ferable condition; but that yqur Lordfhips 
would be aflifted by fome of thofe piouis and 
learned Divines of the Church of England, whq 
have conftantly bore that infallible mar^ of fin^ 
cere Chriftians, uniyerfal charity. 

*^ And now, my Lords, nothipg remaips, but 
that I prondunce upon you (and forry I ana 
that it falls to my Ipt to do it) that terrible fen- 
tence of the law, which mpfi be the fame tha^ is 
pfuaily giyen againft the meaneft pficnder in the 
|ike kind* 

*• The moft ignominious and painful parts of 
it are ufually remitted, by the grace of the Crown, 
to perfons of your quality ; l)Ut the law Jn this 
cafe, being deaf to dill diftinftions of perfons, re- 
quires I (hopld pronounce^ apd accordingly it is 
'^djudged by this Cpurt, 

** That you^ James Jlarl of E>erwentwa« 
TER, William Lord Widdrington, 
William Earl of Nithsdale, Robert 
Earl of Carnwath, Willi a»i Vifcount 
Kenmure, and William Lord Nairn, 
and every of you, return to the prifon of 
the Tower from whence you came; from 
thence you muft be drawn to the place of 
^cjiccution; when you coipe there, you 
Ma mufl; 
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mull be hanged by the neck^ but not till 
you be dead ; for you ipuft be cut down 
alive, then - your bowels muft be taken 
out, and burnt before your faces. Then 
your heads muft be fevered from ypur 
. bodies, and your bodies divided each into 
four quarters ; and thefe muft be at the 
King's difpofal. 

" And God Almighty be merciful to 
your foulsl" 

. At the end of this fpeech, the Serjeant at 
Arms made proclamation for filence ; after 
which, the Lord High Steward ftood up, un- 
covered ; and declaring there was nothing more 
to be done by virtue of the prefent commiffion, 
broke the Staff, and pronounced it diffolved. 

*** J^ publilhed, Remarks on Sir RickARD STXEL;fe*s Dedi- 
cation to the Pope ; to which is prefixed^ a Deiltcatioa to Ae faid Sir 
Richard. Foft-boy, Feb. a 51 1715-1&. 
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L E T T E R TO A M E M B E R ♦, Sec' 

Concerhing the Condemned Lords, 

In Vindication of Gentlemen calumniated 
in the St- James's Poft f of Friday 
March the zd. 

SIR, ' March 6, 171^^-16. 

I PRESUME to make this addrefs to you 
in vindication of an Affembly, who, how- 
ever they differ in other particulars, agree in the 
moft profound refpeft for you: for which 

reafon, 

♦ This was addrefled to Spehcer Comptok, Efcj; then Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons. 

•|* While the Publick were in doubtful expedVatipn about the fate of 
the fix condemned Lords, in whofe behalf great folicitations were made 
both with the Court and with the Members of the two Houfesof Parlia- 
ment, particularly in favour of the Earl ofDERWENTWATEP; on 
Monday the 1 3th of Febnaary in the evening, the Countefs of Niths- 
DALE and the Lord Nairn's L^dy, watching an opportunity when the 
King went through the apartments of his royal palace at St. James's, 
behind a window- curtain, without being prefented by the Lord of the 
Bed-chamber in waiting as ufual, on a fudden threw themfelves at his 
Majcfty's feet, begging mercy for their husbands. T^'s abnipt and ir- 
regular application could not but forprize and ihock both his Majefty 
and thofe about lum ; and therefore proved :« ineflfedhial as ihofe which 
had b«en made m a more becoming and artful manner : for en Thurfday 

M 3 or 
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ireafon, as well as that you prefide in it, and air^ 
thie reprefentative of it, 1 lay before you the 
tnfolent treatment received without doors from 
^ ** The St. James's Poft/' which was publiflicd 
oh the 2d inftant. The matter therein con- 
tained is of {<> nice a tlature^ that I dare not^ 

though 

jor Friday jfoilowiftg^^ a refolution w^ takeh in Cdohcil to eaufe the feo^ 
tence pafTed on the faid Lords to be executed ; JFor which purpofe the 
jntct^aj warrants ajid orders were on Saturday the i8th (^ February, 
fent both to the Lieutenant of the Tower, and to the Sheriffs of the 
fcity of London and County of Middlefex. The liext morning the 
Countefs bfDERWKNTWATEs, attended by her lifter, and accompanied 
by the DutcheiTes ofCLEviLAMD| Bo i, ton, and feveral other Ladies 
of the fir ft Rank aad Diftin^ion, was by the Dukes of Richmond and 
St. Ai. ban's introduced into his Majefty's Bed-chamber, where having 
Waited till his Majefty returned from Chapel, flie humbly implored his 
royal clemency for her unfortunate conToit ; and theii withdrew. Thi$. 
moving obje4V, together with the powerful anid numerous intercefiOoctf 
that backed the Countefs of DehwentwatKr's petition^ inade certain)^ 
a great impreffion on the mind of a Prince hatiU'ally inclined to merqfi 
;and it is the general opinidi, that the Earl df Derwin tw at e* had felt 
the efTedls of it, had he made an ingenuous difcovery of the Confpiracyy 
in which he had been a principal adlor. It is highly probable that the 
Countefs of Dr r w en t w a t ei^ received ho favourable anfwer from the 
iCourt ; for pii Tuefday the lift of Febru»^ry, her Ladyftiip, with the 
Conforts of fome other of the condemned Lords, and about twenty more 
Ladies of diftinftioh, went to the Lobby of the Houfe of Peers, tp treg 
iheir Lordlhips' interceflioh ; but the Lords did not then think fit to take 
notice of their petitions. . The next morning, the Ladies in diftrefs, with 
Hill a grcatei* attendance than thie day before, went to Weftminfter, to 
t^etiiion bo^h houics of Parliament wherein^ by this time, not a few 
Members appeared inclined to, mercy. Sir, Richard St kxls among 
the reft offered one of thofe petitions, and made a long fpeech upon that 
fubjeA in the Hopfe of Commons, and was feconded by Mr. Stephe^ 
^ARGiTER Fuller, (one of the reprefentatives for Petersfield, and 
t the author of fome Papers in the Tatler), Mr. Ship pen, and fome 
others j but they wore oppofed by all the leading Members of the pre- 
vailing Me ) and tliDugh a great many who ufed tO vote with them did^ 
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though aperfpn more immediately concerned, go 
into the examination of it, except you will have 
the good-nature to allow nie a (rmW pq/iulatum 
which this Author has taken, to wit, that we 
are now in Poland ; for all the difguife he puts 
bn is, td date Sendomir inftead of the place in 

'<Ai this critical occafion, go oVer to the other party, yd a motion bcini 
Ynade, and the qneftion put, that the Houfe do adjourn till Thurfday the 
firft of March, the fame was carried in the affirmatively a majority of 
|ev«n voices only, that is 162 to 155. A few days after> there was pub* 
Hflied, in the SLjanwis's-Pcrfl, a fuppofititious article fix)m Sendomir iit 
Poland, which was generally tho\]^ht to have an eye to the prefent 
^tranfa^Uons in Great-Britain. 

This account gave, it feems, great oflfertde to feveral members, paj> 
kicularly to an ingenious gentleman who thought himfelf ^fcribed and 
•xpoied under the name of CaValiero Risko Chalybeskis 
and who thereupon publiihed a psgnphlet, intituled, « A Letter to a 
** Member," &c. Whether that Gentleman ^£led on this occafion a 
prudent part, either in taking £0 himfelf, and refenting fo highly, loofc 
iind indirect infuii!iatioQS \ or in ^etledting fo feverely as he did on fom^ 
men in power, whom he barely furmifed to have countenaiiced the pub* 
liihiog of the £^d account from Poland; let others dctermiae. Be that 
as it will, the Conforts of tlie condemned Lords were It feems more 
fuccefsful with the Peers than with the Commons. The Duke of 
Richmond, a near relation of the Eaii of Derwentwater, and one 
of the Lords allowed by the Houfe to affift him, could not refufe pre- 
senting a petition in his favour^ but, at the fame time, his Gi-ace declared 
that he would be againft it. The Earl of Derby, out of commife- 
fation for the jnumerous family of the L^d Nairn, charged himfelf 
with a petition in his behalf; as other Lords did, upon the like or dif- 
ferent motives, With other petitions. The queftion being put, whether 
the fame fliould be received and read, there arofe a gre^ debate ; in 
which the Lord Vifcoant Townsheni^, and feveral other Lords, who, 
upon all occafiohs, had given undoubted proofs of their unihaken affec- 
tion to the prefent fettlement, maintained the neg^ive ; but \ht Earl 
of Not t inch am (to their great furprize) declaring for the affirmative, 
his weight, as Preiident ef the Council, drew to that fide feveral 
well-meaning Peers; fo that the queftion was carried by 9 or to 
Yoiow. Felii3calState|ygLXI.p.a34. 

M 4 which 
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which we imagined ourfelvcs to have been in, 
at the time the things he talks of were tranfadted. 
You are ufed to the method of commending 
a man's felf at the beginning of what he has to 
fay, and therefore will not be furprized that in 
the entrance of this epiftle I profefs that I have 
long devoted my felf to the fervice of my coun- 
try, and am very much unconcerned at what 
poflibly can be faid of me, but as it may impair 
the little ability I have to do that fervice : and 
therefore, as I am in the moft licentious manner 
reprefented as a malcontent, waging war with 
men in authority, and bribed to defend our 
enemies, I am obliged to ftop, as well as I can, 
the courfe of fo malicious a fcandal. I beg of 
you again to remember we are in Poland ; and 
with that allowance admit me to fay, I gave up, 
both in my opinion and difcourfe, the con- 
demned perfons, as authors and leaders of the 
rebellion, and confidered them only as leaders 
of the fubmiflion, which is all I pretended to 
urge in their behalf: but that the advantage of 
this fubmiflion Ihould be carried as far as it 
could go, I thought it highly concerned the 
honour of his Majcfly, and the dignity of his 
government. 

** The prifoners fubmitted to the King, at 
^' that time' undoubtedly capable of ihewing 

*' them 
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^ them mercy. When they were in cuftody of 
*^ the Government, they were impeached by our 
^' Affembly. As no one ever imagined that men 
•^ in theit circumftances were the natural ob- 
** jedts of impeachrtients, or fuch as were in- 
** tended by the famous aft in that behalf; fo 
*^ there was no reafon, but the neceffity of 
^* Affairs, which could move~the Houfe to take 
*^ the profecution out of its ordinary courfe. 
«* Now that neceffity is over, 1 tfaoiight it for 
** the honour of the King,, that the criminals 
^* fliould be capable of that mercy to which they 
** fubmitted ; otherwife our enemies would have 
•^ it to fay, that the prifoners were brought into 
** their prefent circumftances by an artifice : 
** out of hopes of the King's mercy they fub* 
«^ mkted ; but the interpofition of the Legi- 
** flaturc made them incapable of that mercy ; 
«* fo that this fcircumftance of the impeachment 
** hurt the prerogative in its moft amiable in- 
^' ftance, that of forgivenefs, and robbed the 
** fubjeft of the moft valuable efFedt of it, the 
*• receiving that forgivenefs. 

" When the enemy was put to flight, and all 
** thofe reafons ceafed, which induced the Legi-i 
'* ilaturcj for the common fafety, to make this 
" ftep, which fo much concerned the prero- 
" gative of the Prince, and liberty of the fub- 
•« jeft ; I thought it my duty, in regard to the 

*' higheft 
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V highefl: and meaneft of mankihd^ to ^d ai t 
*'did. 

" Thcfe, Sir, wdre my true mdtivcs for d6* 
^* firing that fomcthing might l>6 dcipe to »« 
*« tricate unhappy men, who had nothing to 
" plead in ftay of execution, but fybmiffiott 
^* and acknowledgment of their guilW As in- 
" confiderable as that ptea was, it was lieceffary 
^^ and juft that it Ihould be m$idG before a 
•* power cafp^le of admitting or r«jefting it j 
** till this was done, had the prisoners mOr^ to 
«* offer, to merit the favour of their King and 
^^ country, they could pr<imifc tbemfelves no 
*^ good e'ffed: for that fervice, fincc, ajccording 
^« to fome mens apprehenfion, therie' w;as bO 
** power in being legally capable of rewarding 
*^ it with* Mercy. — This I thought an inter-^ , 
*' ruption of Goyetnmcnli ^felf. It is for thefe 

V thoughts, ahd thefe fentiia^nts, tiiat J am 
'** publicly calumniatedj and fuffer the fami 
•* ufage for (fcfaiding the hpnour of the King 
^ and his government, bow he is ftn the throve, 
^* as I did for doing my part towards fecuripg 
** his acceffion to it^— I have ftot entered into 
<< the quellion. Whether the pjrifoners are qb- 
*rjeds of mercy, or not; J have contepded 
** only, that, if they were, or rfhoqld become 
^^ objcftsr of mercy, the JKLing might have it in 

»rhi$ 
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*'his power; as well as I am fure it is in hii 
'* inclination, to beftow it when deferved. 

^* It would have been an endlefs reproaqh^ td 
** have had fuch an imperfedtion appeared iti 
** our Governrtient, as tliat there was an inftant 
** wherein the power of punilhing or pardoning 
*^ for the good bf the whole was lodged no wheret 
*^ As the thing ftood in common acceptation, 
^* the whole ftate was under a difficulty and in* 
*' capacity of afiion as it ihould think fit for iti 
**-own good and fafety •, and it wai every gentle- 
** man's duty to obferve and propofe what hie - 
" apprehended was fbr its ferviice in that .per* 
^^* plexity. 

** But the matter, from the difcuffion of it 
*• among the Patricians aiid Plebeian^,, has taken 
^^ another tutn j and Ave have feen punijhfnent . 
*' and thefHfpenJion of tP, upon the Condemned 
** Lords, in thi^ exigente bf affairs^ exerted by 
** that power in which it was always lodged by 
*^ the conftitutfon of the realm j and whatever 
«* may be the future conftruCtion of an article 
^* in a certain aft, I am humbly oif Opinion, that 
** in the prefcnt feonjundure, if the Mi'nifters fefe 
« caufe, they may be well juftified by their care 
^ of the whole, in adviifing the King to do what 
^ heihall think proper with the prifoners. 

*^ All that I aimed at is come to pafs ; they 

** now ftand before a power difpofed to receive 

t *^tnd 
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^ and reward their future merit and paft fiib-* 
" mifSon. And I am fo far from repenting the 
*' part I had in this affair, that I fliould have 
•* been a more unhappy man if I had done 
** otherwife; for I (hould have had the fecret 
" reproach in my own bofom, that, for fear of 
** being miftaken by the poweVful, I had ne- 
•^ glefted my duty to the miferable/' 

This, Sir, is the fum of what I had to fay, in 
order to (late my behaviour before my country- 
men in a clear view ; and whether what I have 
bffered had weight in it or not as to the matter 
then before us, it ihews another motive than 
that to which my behaviour is imputed in the 
News-paper. Have your ufual patience, and 
permit me to go on. 

The St. James*s-Poft, fpeaking of the " Six 
** Condemned Nobles/* and intimating that, 
•^ by diftributing large bribes to feveral Mem- 
** bets, their petitions were received both by the 
*^ Patricians and Plebeians,'* goes on upon me in 
thefe words : " Among the latter a doubty 
•* Knight, called Cavaliero Rijko Chalyhejkiy who, 
** over-rating hi§ paft fervices to the Saxon 
*' caufe, has taken a difguft againft the prefent 
*' Miniftry for not gratifying his craving am- 
** bition, made a fpeech in behalf of the peti- 
« tioners, and exhaufted the common topicks 
** of clemency and mercy. But the reputation 

* ' this 
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^* this gentleman had formerly- gained byiiis 
^* writings being at a very low ebb, not oply; 
^* becaufb he had of late made his pen a com- 
*^ mon proftitute, but alfo by reafon of his own 
*^ private extravagances, at the fame time that 
** he affumed to himfelf the charadler of a 
** Public Cenfor, no great ftrefs was laid upon 
•* his threadbare Oratory. On the other hand, 
** Monfieur Walpeski rightly judging, that the 
*^ new friends, the Condemned Lords appeared 
** to have in that Affembly, were procured by 
*« the fame methods which had been ineffeftual 
^ with himfelf, rofe up, and jjaid. He was moved 
** with indignation, to fee that there fliould b^ 
** fuch unworthy members of that great body, 
^* who, could, without blulhing, open their 
^* mouths in favour of rebels and parricides, 
** who, far from making the leaft advance to- 
^* wards deferving favour by an ingenuous dif* 
** covery of the. bottom of the prefent horrid 
•• confpiracy, had rather aggravated their guilt, 
•< both by their fullen filence, and prevaricating 
** anfwers : adding, that the Count Dorawotzki 
^' pretended and affirmed, that he went unprc- 
*^ pared and unawares into this Rebellion ; yet, 
«* to his certain knowledge, he had been tam- 
^* pering with feveral people, to perfuadc them 
•* to rife in favour of Staniflaus, fix months 
*' before he appeared in arms. 

•1 ^ Monfieur 
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*^ Monficur Walfeski was feconded and back- 
f^ cd by Seignior 5^^///, Seignior Lefcamerim^ 
V and General Stanoski. T^\i6 laft faid, ampng 
f« other things, It waj with the moft fenfiblc 
•* concern he obferved. That the Rebels were 
^ grown more formidable iinqe they were takeij 
•* and difmiffed at Preftopoli, than they were 
«* before ; for it feems, they h^d gained advocate^ 
*« even among their profecutors, and they hacj 
** found rneans to divide an alfembly which 
f * hitherto had acled with unparalleled unanimity 
«f and vigour for th^ public welfare/* 

It is poflible my franknefs in writing for .^ 
caufe, wherein tbey who Ihould fupport ni§ 
traduce and villify my endeavours, may mak? 
difregard to my o\yn fame, for the fake of my 
country, appear to the vulgar, prpftitution. Buj 
if 1 have made myfelf cheap, I am fgre I hav^ 
pot made myfelf mercenary. If I were fo, f 
ihould defire no greater reward than the liberty 
for one year*, which the Pojl has taken for thif 
<iay. Give me but leave to be at Sendomir 
when I pleafe, without being called jto an ac- 
count for what I fay in Mid'dlefex, and it will 
ibon appear whofe oratory is moft threadbare j 
that of thqfe who have lopg ufed it, or thol^ 
who have juft began jhc pradice of it. Such 
^ri indulgence would be an ample fortune ; and 
the fi^ld is large epough to bring a crop worth 
" " - the 
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flitt iabbijr of the husbandman : it would foon 
appear hO'AT much of a man's eloquence was 
dwihg to his ftation or his fortune, and how 
faany orators there are who think themfelve^ 
Wjell heatd, ^hile they owe their being uninter- 
rupted to the paticnce,^not the rcfpeft, of their 
hearers: it would appear that the prefent ftate 
0{ ^loc[uence in Poland h at a very low ebb, »nd 
that warming the houfe is only diflurbing ic 
Orators would learn that it does not follow, that 
becaufc they are in a paffion, other people muft 
be fo too. Though it is finely faid by a greal: 
inafter, that •^ if j^pu would have me weep, yoi| 
** muftyourfelf be in grief. "—That will not do of 
pther paffion^, and particularly it would be uiir 
fortunate to be angry, tq make others fight for 
you. 

Such a licence would enable a man to flicw 
j^mpty creatures, that all their noife is owing t^ 
that emptinefs i and a little admonition might 
roufe men of ienfe and modefty to come into 
iiebates, and exert their reafon in defence of 
their country. For certain it is, that in Poland, 
at this time, the men of the beft fcnfe are dumb^ 
'0lid the ilhalloweft perfons in the Affembly arc 
moft talkative. Some are filent, from an op- 
^prcffion under the choice of a great deal to fay; 
.atjd others are eloquent, from an ignorance that 
iyfh^t they fay ts nothing to the purpofe, 

I am 
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I am glad the Foft has done fo much juflice 
to the honourable perfons he mentions in the 
recited paragraph. I ihall not quarrel with him 
for a great opinion of mens abilities^ whom I 
have endeavoured to celebrate before him; 
iR/hich I ihould have done perhaps as fortunately 
as he, if I had had fo good intelligence ; for I 
acknowledge the beft way of applauding fo 
^eat Orators, is to repeat their very words. As 
to what he fays of the Under Treafurer, I con- 
gratulate the fair occafion that great officer took 
to refute the falfe imputation of corruption, 
againft which I had always defendfed him ; but 
\ can fay, at the fame lime, that jio one affronted 
me fo much as with the attempt to bribe me. 

, This News-writer makes no difHculty of ac- 
cufing a number of the Diet (which he acknow- 
ledges to be by feven only lefs thah all the reft 
of theAlTembly) of being enemies to the Saxon 
line, of being bribed for their votes, or being 
followers of fuch as were. You know beft what 
is to be done on fuch an occafion ; and if fo 
flight an artifice, as altering the fcene by a date 
of place and time, fhall Ihelter a man in bely- 
. ing men of honour, who are doing their duty 
.in as nice a circumftance as perhaps has evet 
happened, it will be impoffible for thofe who. 
do not comply with the fafhion, right or wrong, | 
to be able to Aew their faces, in their feveral ^ 

countries. 
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countries. As for me, I have frequently de- 
clared, that I will take all merit to confift in 
the regulation of the Will ; and I will not 
trouble myfelf fo much as to mention what i$ 
(aid of me as a Writer at low ehh, and the like. 
Whoever writes muft be liable to whatever any 
reader thinks fit to fay of him ; but the cafe is 
altered when it comes to fafts within the power of 
the Will, as in matters of juftice and integrity. 
It is not for me to fay how 1 write, or fpeak ; 
but it is for me to fay, I do both honeftlyi 
and when I threw away fome fame for letters 
and politenefs, to ferve the nobler ends of juftice 
and government, I did not do it with a defign 
to be as negligent of what Ihould be faid of 
me, with relation to my Integrity in fupport of 
. thofe ends. No ; wit and humour are the drefs 
and ornament of the Mind ; but honefty and 
truth arc the soul itfelf^ and the differetoce in a 
man's care of hi^ reputation for one and the 
other is juft in the proportion that being robbed 
bears to being murdered, 
, I • forbear faying any thing in refenrment 
againft the Author himfelf of this paper, be- 
caufib I think he has heretofore pointed at mc 
inji kind way ; but this inftance gives a flrong 
fufpicion, that the prefent licence he takes is 
fupported in forae extraordinary manner ; and 1 
humbly conceive, that foi^ the honour of fo* 
N ciety. 
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ciety^ you will put U3 in fome way to obviate 
this firft inftance of outrage in this kind^ by 
making the Printer produce the Author, and the 
Author his Correfpondeqt, or anfwer it himfelf. 
I prefume, Sir, this is more particularly your 
charge, becaufe indee4 the offence is more in^*. 
mediately againft you, than any other perfon. 
The paper tak^s upon it to give an account of 
what paffes in our Houfe, which is the higheft 
offence without your authority, and confc- 
quently a treTpafs againft your authority. 

There are thofe every day in your eye, who 
have no further views than doing their duty in 
the place where they ftand before ^ou. They 
know it their duty without vanity, difcontentor 
peeviihnefs, in all that is for the common good, 
to fupport thofe who have the honour to fervc 
their country in great ftations ; but as they arc 
always inclined to adt in concert with them, 
they are always free to aA in opnofition to them. 
But, honoured Sir, I beg of you to confidci 
wjiether this equll difpofiticn is poffible to be 
maintained, if men, who have no hopes of k\^ 
intereft in their adtions, muft meet with fucb 
cruel and falfe reprefentations from writers, who 
attempt to recommend themfelves to perfons in 
authority, by vilifying gentlemen who think it 
a misfortune ever to differ from thofe very mcQ 
in authority, whoever they are, or fliall be. 

Sir, 



Stt, your greisit good-brccding and civility iii 
your private charadter, your juftice and equa- 
nimity in your public ftatioh, will fuggeft much 
tnore to you than I can offer in refentment ol 
this outrage. It would be an happy day fo# 
your country if there were more men like yoU 
in great employments, whd can poffcfs what 
they have with the fame air that they had when 
they were aiming at it, who can be compofed 
enough to think of every part of the duty of 
thteir Rations in preference to the article of its 
income, and actjuit themfelves to all the world 
before they think there is any thing due t(J 
themfelves. This Sir, I know by long expe- 
rience, to be your temper and mode of adtion $ 
and this will tranfmit you to poft^rity with ho* 
tiovff and reputation, with much greater advan- 
tage than y6u could reap from the diftin^ioa of 
yotir birth, and the fuperiority of your under- 
fta«iding without this moderation. You poffefs' 
the greateft ftatioh that your Country could 
beftow upon you ; and when that ceafes I am fo' 
good a patriot as to wifh you the greateft rhat 
can be beftowcd by your Prince. 

But though I am interrupted with the ftrong 
inclination 1 haVe to do juftice to you, you muit 
riot think I have done by having e^epfefled ci- 
vilities towards the gentleman I was writing to/ 
a* if I wa5 at the end of my letter ; for I ant 
N i caUc<]^ 
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called a Doughty Knight, and muft take notice, 
according to the known obligations of that order, 
that diftrefTed Ladies are as little fpared as un- 
happy men by this lawlefs writer; the errors ill 
the youth of fome, and the virtue and compla- 
(:enoy of others, are equally the fubjedl of his 
infipid fcurrility. I have only juft mentioned 
this circumftance to move your indignation; 
but muft lay before you a higher offence, in a 
graver tone, when I Ihow you, that the paper 
has aflumed a liberty of determining this quef- 
tion on the fide of the Pada Conventa^ as he 
calls us according to his gibberijh^ notwith- 
ftanding that the prefent pradice of thofe whom 
he commends is againft that notion. Speaking 
oi the forrow of Dorowat/ki, he prefumes to fay 
as follows : " The king, who is the beft-natured 
^^ prince in the univerfe, was touched with fo 
*' moving a fight, very kindly bid her rife, and 
** faid, ** He was concerned for her juft afflic* 
" tion ;*' but afterwards let her underftand, that 
' ^< the Pacta Convenla, by which his Majefty was 
*V called to the fugceflSon, was an invincible Bar 
** to his natural clemency ; and that the Diet 
" having made this Prosecution their own, 
** his Majefty did not think it proper for him to 
" interpofe in fo nice an affair ; which he could 
*^ not do neither, without Ihaking the very 
^* Foundation of his Title to the Crown. 

There 
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There muft be a way found, if we would pre- 
ferve any thing that is valuable, to put an end 
to this mixtute of arrogance, indifcretion, and 
ignorance. There is not much more in the 
ktter, except perfonal and domeftick reflections 
on me, which I have not obferved to you, with- 
out it were worth while to take notice, that he 
fays I exhaufted upon the occafion the common 
topicks of clemency and mercy ; which laff 
aflfertion I deny with all my might ;■ for I never * 
talked of mercy and clemency, but for the fake 
of my King and country, in whofe behalf I dare 
to fay, — ^Tbat to be afraid to forgive, is as lov^ 
as to be afraid to punilh ; and that all noble 
geniufes in the art of government have left 
owed their fafety to punifliment and terror, thari 
grace and magnanimity. I will trouble you nd . 
further ; I am fatisfied as to myfelf with this 
renlonftrance, and doubt not but every gentle- 
man of thofe who inclined one way, had as good 
arguments againft the imputation of an unmanly 
foftnefs, as thofe difpofed another had againft 
that of an inhuman cruelty. I have no autho- 
rity to adventure the injury I may do them in 
the repetition of what they offered, but fubmit 
what concerns them, as well as the honour of 
our whole proceedings, to your much wifer con-* 
fideration. I am. Sir, 

Your fincere admirer, and devoted humble fervant, 

R. Steele. 

. . N 3 ' Sir 
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Sir RICHARD STEELE'S SPEECH 
on the Seftennial Bill^ April 24, X7i6. 

^ S I R, 

« AFTERthc very material quotation, whick 
f that gentleman * in the gallery has produced, 

• it is evident that new chofen Annual Parlia- 

* MENTS were never the cqftom or right of this 
f Kingdom* It reniains therefore only to con« 
^ fider (that now there is a law, which makes 
^ Parliaments meet, as of courfe, at fqch a fiated 
^ Time) whether the period of Three Yeays 
< anfwers the purpofes intended by it ? Th« 
f Preamble to the TrUnmal Act exprefles, that 
^ it was introduced into the Conftitution for thf> 
f better Union and Agreement of the King and 
f his People ; but it has had a quite contrary 

* effeft ; and experience has verified, what a 
f wile man faid of it, when it was eiikadfced, that 

• it had made a Triennial King, a Triennial Mi- 
f niftry, a Triennial AlUanqe. We feel this in 
f all occurrences of State ; and they who look 
« upon us from abroad behold the ftri^gle in 
f which we are neceffarily engaged from tinM 
^ to time ynder^this law. Ever fince it has been 
f enaAed, the nation has been in a ferics of coii« 
f tention. The ^rji Ye^r of a Triennial Parlia- 
i ment has been fpent in vindictive dccifionsand 

f Mn Craggs, Junior. 

* an^mofitics 
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' dnimofities iboiit the late eleAiohs. The fecotid 
^ Scffiori has entered into bUfineft, biit father 

* with a fpirit of contradidion to what the pre- 

* vaiUhg fit of mch in former Pafliamehts had 

* brought to pafs, than of a diiihtetefted itil for 

* th€ fcomriion gobd. Ihfe thfrd Seffion lait- 

* guifittfd in thfe pdi-fuit of what little was in- 

* Ignd^d to b^ d6h6 in the feco^d ; and thfe ap- 

* prt>ach of an enfuing EleSion terrified the 

* mfembers into a fervile management, according 

* as their refpcdive principals were difpofed to- 

* wards the qileftion before them in the Houfe. 

* Thus the State of England has bren like that 
^ of a Veffel in diftrefs at fea ; the Pilot and 
' Mariners havd been wholly employed in keep- 
•• ing the Ship frohi finking ; the art of navi- 

* gation was ufelefs ; and they never pretended 

* to mafce fail. It is objefted^ that the alfe- 

* ratioh propofed is a breadi of truft. The 

* truft. Sir, repofed in us is that of the public 

* Good ; the King, Lords, and Commons, are 
^ the pfarties who exercife this truft ; by thd 

* meafure of the common Goad, they difcharge 

* themfelves as well m the altering arid repeal- 

* iiig, as in the making or confirming of Laws^ 

* The period of time, in this cafe, is a fubordi* 

* nate confideration ; and thofe gentlemen who 
^ are againft the alteration, fpeak in too pom« 

* pous a ftyie, when they tell us, we are break- 

* ing into the Conftitution^ It has been further 

N 4 * objcfted. 
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* objcded, that all this is only giving great 

* power to the Minifters, who may make an 

* arbitrary ufe of it. The Minifters are indeed 

* like other men, from the t»firmity of human 

* nature, liable to be made worfe by power and 

* authority; but this AA gives no addition to 

* that authority itfelf, though it may^^ poffibly, 

* prolong the exercife of it in them* They are 

* neverthelcfs refponlible for their aftions to a 

* Parliament ; and the mode of enjoying their 

* offices is exadly the fame. Now when the 
^ thing is thus, and that the period o( three yezrs 

* is found, from infallible experience itfelf,. a 
^ period that can afford us no good, where ihall 
^ we reft ? The Ills that are to be done againft 
^ fingle perfons or communities are done by fur- 

* prize, and on a fudden ; but good things are 
' flow in their progrefs, and muft wait occafion. 

* Deftrudion is done by a blow ; but Reforma- 

* tion is brought about by leifurely advances. 

* All the mifchiefs which can be wrought under 
^ the Septennial Act, can be perpetrated under 
^ the Triennial ; but all the good which may be 

* cornpaffed under the Septennial^ cannot be 
^ hoped for under the "TrienniaL We may fear 
« that the Minifters may dp us harm; but that is 

* no reafon why we ihould continue them under 

* a difability of doing us good. For thefe coq- 
^ fiderations, 1 am unrefervpdly for the Bill/ 

,' ? Cha- 
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Character of Sir RICHARD STEELE/ 

From ** Memoirs towards a Hiftory.of Men eminent 
** in the Republic of Letters, as well foreign as 
" domeftic, 1731." 

PROM the cafuiftry of Dr. Burnet, I (hall 
nowproceedtothat of Sir Richard Steele,' 
who in 171 5^ the year of the Prefton rebellion, 
gives us his honed reafons for concerning him- 
felf fo warmly both in theological and* political 
enquiries* * I muft/ fays he, * fay fomething 

* by way of apology to thofe who may be fur- 

* prized at my being fo deep in points which 

* I never before pretended to meddle with/ And, 
adds he, ^ I acknowledge it has been fometimes 

* with me, as it is with too many others, that a 

* fort of an implicit Religion feetned the mod 

* eafy, and mod comfortable ; and that a blind 

* veneratioa for I know not what, and I knew 
' not whom, flood for every thing valuable and 

* impprtaijt, I confefs, I was not enough 
' aware that this implicitnefs of conduft is the 
^ great engine of Popery ^ framed for the de? 

* ftruftion of good natqre, a$ well as good fenfc. 

* But my benevolence to my fallow-creatures, I 
« can truly fay, is, and has been always warm and 

* infle:^ible. And this it is that hath, at length, 
f ^l^rmed and rouzed my undgrdanding, which 

•ona 
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* ond br twd Atfddftntal Ihocki hare fettled ioW* 

* the order wherein I now feel ic 

* I rertiefnbef, that fooife ago I feid, ih ptitif, 

* That all exorbitant powet in Clergymen was 

* Popery. What would be more general, or 

* mote ifloflfenfive, than to fpeak thls^ without 

* determining at all, what id that eMOfbitant 
« power ? And yet it Is indredlble^ *hat ah Otit- 

* cry tfeer^ was made about this, fis if it W&S the 
^ tery height of all madtiefe a^d abftirdlty tb kf 

* fo, I know th%t^ are ftiany 6f Ihat i^vefetid 

* body Wh6 are difidtef efted eilidUgh thgftfelvfcs 

* to lAaidtain futh a fentiiiieiat; but I foon foiliid, 
« from the refentmcnt erf others^ that tto pb^tr, 

* let it be what it will, in thcit hartds, can btt 
^ efteemed by them to be exotbkant ; br dfe, 
^ that that pan of Popery \i^as not a thirty thdy 
^ mightily abhtn-red. Upon this, I proceeded to 
f think a little farther Of the cbttfequttice ibd 
f tcndernefs of ftrch prliiciplefs. 

^^ But the great (hock of all that I cVei titeind 
^ was from the proceedings abbut the late Schiffh-. 

* a©:, which opened the feeiTe thoroughly. Afld 
? this, I conf efs, was fo great, as to move in me 
f an indignation not to be contained ; tb fee tie 
t law of nature, and the common rights of man- 
^ kind, going to be facrificld to fury and bigotry. 
< I kne\f, indeed;^ yery well, tliat the Church was 
fOOly a word, made ufe of by thofe then at the 

* helm, 
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^ belm, who valued all Churches and all Religiood 
^ equally, and that no farther thah for the far- 
^ warding their own ruinous projefts. But I faw 

* by how great a ^arty the defign was warmly , 
^ efpoufcd I that their very hearts were in it; and 

* crowds of iniKKent people enfnared by them 
' into the fame violence. This put me upon 

* jnore enquiries ; and led m^ to fome thoughts, 

* of which I then gave the world a (hort account. 
^ It is upon that bottom 1 have governed myfelf 

* ever fincc ; till I am now brought, by the na- 

* tural cour/e of fuch thoughts, to examine into 
^ the cOndud: of Chriftians, and particularly o^ 

* Ppoteftants of all forts. One thing drew onr 

* another ; and, as little converfant as I have 
' heretofore been in fuch matters, I quickly found 

* that Chriflianity was neither unintelligible, nor 

* ill-natured ; that the Gofpel does not invade 

* the rights of mankind ; nor inreft any men 

* with authority deftruAive to fociety ; and (what 
^ was the moft melancholy part of the whole) 

* that Proteftants muft be reduced to the ab-* 

* furdity of renouncing Protcftant as well as 

* Chfiftian Principles, before they can pretend to 

* make their practices and their profeflions con* 
f fiftent. This I rcfolved to rcprefent ; and have 
f done it^ without regard to any one fort of 

* them more than another. 

f I am more and more perfuaded, every day, 
6 „ *th3it 
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at it is fitting to underftand Religion, as well 
^^s to praife it ; and that it is the Golden Rule 

* of Proportion, to give the higheft refpeft to 

* thofe only who defervc it. r 

* If I have ufed a feveritjr in fome of the fore- 

* going pages, if flowed from the refentmcnt I 
•have at the ufage King GEORGE hath 

* met with from too many, of a body of men, 

* who owe all their fecurity to his acceflion. This 

* part of their condufl: admits of no apology. I 

* have given them fufficient propf of my de- 

* votion to their iqtereft, when they do not divide 

* it from that of their country. But, I thank 

* God, my love to the publick is above it : and I 

* feel it true within, what the Patriot and Orator 

* of Rome faid, *' Omnes ompium charitates pa- 

* tria una complexa eft.*' And therefore, fincc 

* many of them are not contented that the Glory 

* of their paft conduft fliould be forgot, or bu- 

* ried in filence 5 but have thought fit, by their 
^ renewed affaults, to revive the remembrance 

* of their former behaviour, when they engaged 

* themfelvcs in the caufe of a worthlefs incendi- 

* ary, and taught the people, by the cry of the 

* Church (which hath deferved better ufage at 
^ their hands), to rebel for paffive obedience *, 
^ and to infult the fupreme authority of the 

* wMe legiflature, out of loyalty : Since, I f^y, 

f Pr. Sachcvfrdl. 

^ they 
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* they hare bcgurr the war anew, and beat a 

* frc(h alarm from their high places, and, un- 

* provoked and unmolefted, have given the beft 
' of Rings a reception, unworthy {I do not fay 

* of Chriftians, but) of men ; it lies upon them 

* alone to anfwer for the confequences; and upon 

* all others to guard their country, their laws, 
^ and their Prince, from fuch attempts ; and to 

* fliew by their courage and conttancy, that, in 

* fpite of all the opportunities which fuch men 

* employ to the mifleading of the people. We 

* will not facrifice, either our religion, or our 

* eftablifliment, or even the very people whom 
^ they miflead, out of any panick dread of their 

* inveftives, or inftigations. 

• Indeed, whatever others do, I think it time to 

* let them fee, that there are iliofc who arc 
^ even paffionately difpofed to love, and almoft 

* adore them, who will not fear them* Whiifl: 

* they fliew the world that they hate the King, 

* it is my humble opinion, that they who love 

* him do no better than make a facrifice of him, 
^ whenever they (hew themfelves afraid of fuch 

* men* As I am always romantic enough to fpeak 

* what I think ; fo I am weak enough to think 

* it has its ufe. 

^ All the world knows, with what a tender- 

* nefs of afFedlion, and what a finceriiy of paf- 

* Con, I have efpoufed the caufe of the Clergy 

* and 
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^ and tJnircrficics ; that they have been dbfcr?c<J 
^ to be the delight of my tongue^ and the darlii^ 

* fubjcft of roy converfation ; and that 1 ha'fc^ 
^ with an impetuoufnefs of warmth^ in feafon and 

* out of (etfon,rutt into their defence, and ibeif 

* panegyric. But what can I fay ? The caufe^ 
f the topic, I delighted in, is torn from me ; and 

* left without any fupport, but that of Hope, that 

* the Belter Part (who have flood faithful, un- 
' corrupted, and unwearied, amidft the throng 

* of great Examples, and againft the tcwrent of 

* violence and reproach), may be looked upoOj 
^ at prefenf, as fome atonement for thef contrary ; 

* and their virtue (after the feafon of mad Defpair 

* is over), fpread its influence 5 and create an 

* imitation, univerfal enough to ratfe again the 
** Sacred Charafter,. and make it once more fhine 
^ in all that brightnefs and vigour of glory, ici 
' which every good man wiihes to* fee it. 

' * And, in the meanwhile, certainly it remains 

^ upon the confcience, and honour, of every True 

•' Briton, to employ all the opportunities whicB 

^ can occur to him, from his talents, his ftation, 

* and his fortune, in doing honour and fervicc 
** to fuch excellent men in Holy Orders as have, 

* in the whole bent of their words and aftions, 

* and upon all jufl: oceafions, acknowledged and 

* afferted the conftitution and bafis of our go* 

* vernment. Happy they, who have the power, 

* and the will, to do itv ^ Ctr* 
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.* Certaiply, to Aich Clergymen efteem and 

^ regar4 are due, in proportion to the excellence 

* qf their virtue, and to that courfi? of calqmny 

* and reproach which they b^ve fufFercd, botU 

* from their own order, and from others, for their 

* caiidour and honefty ; in difds^inipg to e>5alt 

* ^hemfelves, at the expence of the profperity of 

* their brethren ; and in labouring to fbew them- 
' felves the tnCfft generous Patriots, in refpei^: of 

* this world, as well as the moft faithful Stewards, 

* with refpeft to the next. 

* What I have to add, is, th^t, if there werq 

* occafion, I could call God to witnefs, that thq 

* whol^ of what I have faid, hath proceeded, not 
' from any regard to private int^^-eft^ or the nar- 

* rpw fpirit of a party (which ^ny ope may fee^^ 
' at firft view, who knows the world), but from 

* a principle of benevolence, aad a dilated zeal to 

* ferve the beft of Princes, and the beft of Cbnfti- 

* tutions ; and particularly to refcue the Chrif- 
*tian and Proteiftant name, and the Church of 

* England, from all the fcandals. of AnticbrUli- 

* anifm, and Popery/ 

I ihall now clofe this fhort. Memoir wi^b a 
recapitulation of the favours he received from 
his late Majefty, who,foon after^his acccffion tp 
the throne,, put him in the commifCon of the 
peace for the county of Mlddlcfex, and made 
him furveyor of the (tables at his palace of 
Hampton-court, and governor Qf the Royal 

company 
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company of Comedians; and, in April 1715, the 
King was plcafed to honour him with Knight- 
hood, upon the prefcnting of an addrefs to his 
Majefty by the Lieutenancy, of which he was 
the .penman. 

In the firft Parliament of King George I. he 
was chofe a member for Boroughbrigg in York- 
fliire, and after the (uppreffing of the rebellion 
in the North was appointed one of the Commif* 
fioners of the forfeited eftates in Scotland, where 
he received diftinguifhing marks of refpeft from 
feveral of the nobility and gentry of that part of 
Great Britain. In this Parliament Sir Richard 
voted for the repeal of the Triennial Aft, and 
of the cccafionai Conformity and Schifm Ads ; 
but oppofed the Peerage Bill, not only within 
doors, but without, by the Share he had in thofe 
excellent papers called the Plebeian. Not long 
after this, he wrote in oppofition to the South- 
Sea Schemers, which fomehow or other gave 
oflfence; the confequence of which was very 
well known. He likewifc wrote fotnc of the 
Pasquins, and two papers called the Whig. 

Towards the latter end of his life he grew 
paralytic, and being perfeflly difabled for all 
forts of bufinefs, ftudy, and converfation, hav- 
ing in Ji great meafure lott his fpeiecb, as well as 
the ufe of his limbs, he retired ta Caermarthea 
in Wales, where he lingered fome years in that 
unhappy condition. ' A N 
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AN ACCOUNT 

<o r f H E 

FISH p O O L: 

CONSI8TINO OF 

A Description of the Vessel fo calkd, lately 
invented and built for the Importation of Fiih 
alive^ and ip good healthy from parts however 
diflant. 

A Proof of the Imperfefiion of the WelUBoat 
hitherto ufed in the Fishing Trade. 

The true Reasons why Ships become ftilF or 
crank in failing ; with other Improvements, 
very ufeful to all Pcrfons concerned in Trade 
and Navigation. 

]Likewife, a Description of the Carriage in* 
tended for the Conveyance of Filhbyland, in 
the fame good Condition as in the Fijb-Paol 
by Sea. 

BySir RICHARD STEELE.znd 
Mr. JOSEPH GlLLMOREy Mathematician. 

Firil printed in the Year 1718. 
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tb the Uiglit HonouraWl Sif John Ward, 
, ^pight^LoRD Mayor of London. 

' ' ■ \ 'f 

f . . ■ . 

A^S I think it manifeft that the defigrj, ex- 
plained in the following account *, will in- 
troduce a new and profitable courleof TraiJe; I 
prefume to add re fs this narration to the greateft 
"Magiftrate of the greateft commercial City. 

Your perfonal eminent qualities, as a good 

citizen and map of bufinefs, which I have fre- 

;quently heard you exert, where you, with great 

^bility, reprefent the fame city in another ho^ 

• ♦ This was one of $ir Richard Steele's proje^ls, alluded to in 
Kiany of the letters preferved in his '* Epiftolary Coirefpondence," for 
which he obtainctl a patent, whence he deri ed ultimately np advantage. 
^fbe patent was dated Jupe ici-^iS. It appears from this publication, 
|ind fronx N « X XVJ II. ih^ laft number of his <* Theatre," that S t « e l k . 
expedlcd to have made an ample fortune by this machine : but, on trial, 
it did not anfwer his expe<5lations ; for, though by this ingenious con- 
mvance the fi(h were fupplied with a, continual ftream of water in crof- 
fmg the fea, yet, not brooking the confinement, tliey battered themf«lve8 
^gainil tlic fides of the vcffel, and were fo much injured in thcu* paffage, 
ttiat, when bronglii to m^k^, they did not fetch a proper price. 
« BF.N$o^-,' he obferves in his " Epiflolary Correfpom'ence '* Letter 
CCLXXIX, ** is fo bufy with great men, that Gilxmore's affair is r«- ^ 
*' tarded by it." We learn however wth certainty, from Letter 
'CCJLXX.XiX. p. ^ 75, that" Steble's expence was not immevfe on this 
occaiioa j and that the fete of his invention^ though a great difappoint- 
ment^ was by no means fuch a lefs to him, as it is reprefented by the 
writer^ his life ia the Blografhia Bruamm^ art. Ste ELi,p. 3833, l^ote, * 

Q z nourable 
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nourable charadcr %€aiitle you alfo to the ve- 
neration and efteem fj^h determine me in ^f 
prefent application. 

The Arts and Sciences (in which I pretend to 
no accurate ikill), fhould always be employed in 
enquiries that may^tend to the general advan- 
tage ; and they m^^^^ofe the nanie of liberal, 
ivhen the profeflbrs ^of thetn feclv|de f hcn:>felves 
from fociety, or live iq it without 4pplyipg thci): 
abilities to the fervicc qf it. For it is by the 
joint force.of men of flifferent talents that ufeful 
purpofes are beft acpomplifhed j and ^ certain 
felicity of invention in one, joined to the expe- 
rience and praftical /kill of anpthef, may bring 
works to perfcftion which would be fo far from 
growth, that they would not fo much as have 
had birth, but from the good intelligence be* 
tween perfons of unlike abilities, whofe good- 
will towards each other united their endeavours* 

I dare promife your Lordfhip, that the cor* 
refpondence between the undertakers of this dc- 
fign w^ill produce to the world many other ope* 
rations, which will create more wonder that 
they were not performed before, than that they, 
are now brought ipto ufet For it is certab, 

^ He reprefented the city of London in the parliaments elected in 
170^ and 1 7 14) and the borough of Dunwich in 1 712. He was «leM 
Alderman of Candlewick Ward in 1 709 i {erred the office of Sh«ritf 
in r 7 1 6 ; and that of Lord Mayor in 17 1 8- 19. Hq W9^ alCfl Qffi of the 
4>irc^9iS of the Bank j and died Marcl^ it, 1715-6. 

that 
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\hat gi^at and worthy wicrt-ks ♦ ire every day loft; 
by thfe diftance which ^ kept between men, 
from the very reafon which (hould make them 
feek each ociier in their different ways of Kfe and 
education. 

'■ Among tht employmeltflbf human life, that 
of the Merchant (whofe gilri is th^ good of all 
men) Ihould by all be hdiin thefiril eAeem 2 
it is he who enlarges the interefts of his coun- 
try ; it is he, who, by his credit, makes hii 
feilow.citiizen evety whereat home, and extends 
the^ijpiie^ advantages, and civilities of acquain- 
tanceai)d' neighbourhood, to, all parts of the 
^a^iitifele world. 

. The following invetition is prbpofed to be 
carried on wkh a fuperior regard to the laws 
^d rights of commerce, which oblige every 
tnan to thinkof himfelf but in the fecond place, 
or to make his firft intentions at lead ilridtly 
i^reeable to the good of his country, and that 
of all his fellow-citizens ; and therefore, the ac- 
count of it may be a prefent not unworthy a 
gentleman of your free and difinterefted cha- 
Jcafter ; and I flatter myfelf it will have the in- 

• If it were not that Stvvli had been, long before this time>laagfied 
at as a Chemiil who was fearcbing ia vain for the phiiofopher*s (lone, 
ooe might bay&fuppofed, firom this paflage, that *' the laboratory at 
** IH^lafi DOW conyeFted into a garden-houfe/' was the fcene of the 
fecret operations wheuMlhe Filh Pool and other wonderful dilcoveri. s 
were to origjmatc* See SuppUment to Swift, crt 8 vo. vol. I. p 1 1 t . 
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t^S TO SIR JCJtfl^MyART). 
fluehcc of your. Ldfrdfliip/in the pTofci:«^ttr6f^ 
it, I need not fky how great >tbatinflufencrf 
muft needs be, where you aift for them in ihd 
grieatefi cap9^itks your feUow^eituittis have to 
bellow. '^^' '^ 

- 1 cotigrattrtjrte bwhithchi and ycfu, that a 
perfcm' of focii kn*|BBf quatiimity is vcftcd with 
the double Capacity %£' kflcrting and proteSing 
their privileges ; whbfe candour and benignity 
naturally tend to abate animofity, encourage in^ 
duftry, promote peace, prevetit dif&rtfer)' fecuri 
wealth, and relieve poverty : in all ^MS^hjfbk 
l^nds and cares I wi(h you a profp^rdus and' itHe^ 
morable Mayoralty; and again Kumblydefitiogi 
that, if tbe defigti Ihall in the leaft degree ap* 
pear ferviceable in any of thefe generous rc^ 
f pedis,' 15 may have your protedion . 

I remain,, my Lord, your LordSfiiipV moft 
obedient, and moft humble fCTvariti 

RlQHAft© SrEELEt 
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THERE has mtich calumnf beeti uttercrf^ 
and many ihipertinent obfervations made 
Upon one of the undertakers of this wo^k which 
i am now going to defcribe ; but as he formerly 
declafed in print, th^t while he was purfuing 
what he believed might epnduce to the cfommoii 
godd, he gave' the fyllables RrcflARD Steele 
to the'pubiick, tbbe ufed and treated as they 
Ihould think fit, he muft go On in the ifame in- 
difleretice, and allow the Town their ufual li^ 
bertjr with his name, which 1 find they think 
they havq much more fOOtii to fport with thaii 
formerly, as it is Tengthened with the iiipno^ 
fyllable a.1 R.. / ' 

BuV though i am ftot folicitotis for Wha^ thej^ 
fay of Sir'Richard STEEX.E,'jtiefely as it rci 
gards the matter of his fairie o^ rdputatioh, 
which' is too, large to be u^exceptionably good 
or baa ;J but muft neceffaf ily fliaf e tlie fate which 
attends" men of undertaking com()reiiohs, wha 
are the entertainment and difcOurfe of idle 

O4 pc^lt. 
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people, that infcnfibly, for want of other em- 
playment, hate., the perfons of thofe they, never 
faw, and oppofe dcfigns into which they neter 
examine. I fay, let one of the undertakers be 
coniiderable or inconfiderabie, according to the 
temper of the foippany wherein fee is.i:peatior\^d, 
1 cannbclet.a great'and goad wort, »whtch itiay 
be a benefit to all the world, be loft and run 
down, becayf<? perhaps, K^s part in it may have 
Tjeen only a mere , fiiggeftion, . or a lucky ft»t, 
thatpwes 4t3 progrefs to the being communi- 
cated to a n;orc capable man, that rip^eoed it 
into pradice^ and qualified ijtfor the fervice of 
fociety* , I 

If this were the cafe, as I know it is, and that 
wtb great. iacoi^Yenience xohimfelf; any man*, 
frpm a reftljefs good fpirit, has attempted (not 
to fay accom-pUflied) amoft extraordinary wort^ 
for tjie advantage of the whole fpecie$^ jefpe- 
ciaily tnie poorer /ort, all inen are obliged, iq 
juttice an4 gratitude, at leaft to give the mattcf 
a fair hearings 

, The reader Js defircd, on l^his foiandation 
only, aj it regsirds himfelf ^nd all other rn<pn, as 
well as the un4ertajcerj8^ to approve and con- 
demn thl6 defign of theFisH;-PopL, and to hear 
the relation of thejevjeral fteps anci degrees by 
which it was brouglit to its prefent pcrfeftion. 

■- ■■ ■■■ '■■'■' '■'■'■': ■ ■■ It 
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c It is now SEtbout fiv€ ye^rs fmce Sir IUghardj 
Steelb, i^pon feeing certain experimcBts of an 
ftir*pUQ3p^ eonfulted ageotietiian of knovynpXr 
perience and ability^ concerning a defign to form 
a veflel which 0ioul4 preferve dead fiik from 
corruption a long^t .tijne than ufual ; but the 
gj^tii^emmifo con^Uf 4 <^Pnvinced him qf the 
iB^^^^ffiiMky jof performing that matt;er intlfc^ 
maimer ^jfuppp^d it pva^icabl^, and dif« 
coUiage^hin^ frppi fa^fh^r enquiry that way* . 

^-tj^tn^^ did not end there; that difap^ 
poii^tjijitjf nt, only.g^v&^hfs thoughts another paft ^ 
arv^, rf^VH^l>- {re%^ion on! that fubjed ended ia 
;^ i^^^aj^^ t^atxhfs^gb di^d fi(b could not^ 
bej)i«fqr?ed from putrefadtion by what he had 
fuggjeftcd, live fi& might, by new methods* be 
conveyedi better than they had been by tl^e 
oaeanjft^alre^j jpradifed^ which would end in 
tbie ia^ advantage. , - 

^boii^t tl^if time Mn Steele liad the good 
fortune to i^expme acquainted with Mr. Gillt 
MOR£j,arnd^ falling by degrees into great fami^ 
liarity, frequently hinted to him, that he could, 
not but think it praOicable, that a veflel might 
be contrived (o as to bring filh alive much better 
than at prefcnt; and took frequent occafions to 
folicit hira, whcpi he knew very well fkilled m 
navigation and other parts of the mathematicks, 
to turn his thoughts on that fubje<5t, Mr. Gill- 
more 
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i»oRE cdSSd not be brought to apply feimiclftflf 
fh4sk prd^bfal, ^ttll abotit a tweitem^mia^ ago y 
was ^ urged, by a letter from Sk» RichAh^ 
Sfr^tE,' to comply with his former re^efl:, 
how^ (Mr. GiLLM0Ri)^wai it Idfiii'c,^ at hii 
pizcc of abode at NcttJetcih in Wfltftlre. 
^ Tb^ thing that dwelt tipoft the imagi^itidai 
6f the inventor was, that, fiftci it>W8< i!iot<A^6i^ 
that itiips, without fiukittg, fr^uebtly admitted 
many tuns of water, beifides their proper lading, 
a vefifel, by a good artJft, whe ktfe# the rcafon^ 
natifre, philofophy, principles, and laws (rf 
mechanifm, might be cdntrired to €arty no lading 
fcxft wdtet and fiflly whefeby fifli might lit e'com^ 
iribdioufly, arfd ^fuch watef bfc admifleif,^ «jl^ 
tiiade to pafs through at wllJ, a*d' ne+erthcleft 
the Ihip to fail wkh fafety. 

^ Mr. GiLLAioKE bftgsiti now tb Effehyaftd rc^ 
turned for anfwer, he would jmtnedktify- tale 
the matter into confideration, anid itta few days 
after fent hi^ friend the projeftion from which 
the Fish -Pool was modelled, and built i6 
inches by the keel ; which i6 ini^hes wer« di- 
vided into 40 equal parts, and niade ihto a fcald 
called feet, and by it ptojeded the Fish-1*ool, 
40 foot by the keel, 16 foot broad in the mid- 
ihips^ and 6 foot deep betweeri the kelfon and 
deckpn which Ihe fwinis;' with Grates 'fore and 
aft', air-pipes, well into the h^ld through both 

decksy 
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docks; maOsi ylrdsy i%^ngt and hatdiHwax jM 
go downlbetbreend^Qks^i and i mother eaavatwi 
eilcies^:aU iapriipdrtiwl. ■ . , ,, ^ 

An>fctiftl'<rf vle^jPfmril <dlftiei>fiobs^ ^S^i© ifkrbeff 
by the. ked) g^^chtt ht^t^ria the^^atidMp^ i^ 
}nbhbs and^i#)quM»r -de^ep ^iti the hbld^ '^ifh i( 
pcdpomcnbibite^nvdlV'^ a l»cUe glafs ^k^ok 

^ 'VV^c'catried'diflr Vttfcl over knd to a p\iet!. 
ttt^ eke^ ¥ilttg«3fef J ilkckney, called Tem^fei 
M^yvi^'bidi is H:he fpot tbat <ii^id«s^Mi)ddh3fi^« 
frooii Efltt^^^^tteir tin ifland which wemsMii 
frbfii .itybigheft, Trefacre Iflatid. * , > ' i 
: ^fter w^e tod |>tit into our vefiel a FloiUndc^ 
and fixGbdg6C»i9(on which latter wofd tve^allovif 
ftll iroatl Wks«t6 ni^ke mcrty), we pfiaqcdftcr 
in ,die; currdntlcf the fc^nd trough ^of ^ ^ logi 
^iraod mil),«ahd mobted her very fafdy^ whel^i 
ftdftPli^r td h6Ui<Hve Vifitcd her, aml^ thf ougH 
hJgr gl;tfs detk fiw her paffengers very rtierry^ 
which made us not a whit lefs contented%^"Aftir 
wb bad reBiain^dn the houfe adjatent ^s^long 
as we tfao^bt cdnveniefft, we left a yoim^oiaft 
to aiceikl the veffel^ and keep a jourlial of wli3i€ 
pafledy as to the cdnfumption of thefbodof ttfc 
fifh/ arid thei like. ' :t^i ii^yl 

^The ignorant are natqfall^oitnatU^ietl*^' t6 auf 
thiiag they fee out of the common road/«nd we 
I foii^nd 
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i^nd the earth, by being more weighty, will rcfift 
it, atid make it fpread horizorntally. 

By the ndc of this philofophy, before we 
proceec^ed farther^ we took into confideration 
<he only engine hithertp employed for carrying 
ftfii'^ve^to wit, 

' '"' Tlie WjiLL-BoATjfeePlatc I. 

riSixxfX aH that h^% been hitherto attempted of 
tius kind ba$ been by a Well-Boat ; and that 
it.» kflpwn, that from the moment fiih are put 
SQto that vehicle, they ficken, foam, and froth 
«t: jtbc Ditputb, f^l into coavuliions, aed in a 
/oi^l ciqie: die I ic ^behoved us to examine th^ 
rfcfi|» of tfeis, and found thfat it cannot happen 
;i^bcrwife, a^ appears ifova Fig. i , which ihews 
tbat tbey.^ani^ot receive in that machine what 
^;upfi abfcljutely Beccflary to their Being, viz. frefii 
;0ir aad frefti water; beeaufe the pillar c^f air A, 
'^p^t0t%^ dpwn upon the W^ti ^at 3, ^l^li 
^WuLj[--9oAT is fupported. by pillar of w^ter C, 
^fad f^^rrounded by the like Trapezium qf^water 
-^^:/^<? ^ ^V by which oceans, and the j^^lk- 
:.|iCfid^ O O, ailfr^fh afir and watet areexckwlec), 
. Thisjs fanjjer pifpved by Fig. i?. hii^ a cy- 
,Und€t ;weil olofed and without the leaft. bole 
:©r <rrack. mtbe middle/ of which a candle was 
, ytec^, 3^ikI in jsk ;&Wi^minute5 went out •, b»t 
when a light^d^^dlf W.^^^^^d ^s before. 
I:..: and 
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^d 5n a fmall fpace of time was \n the fame 
manner going out, a little vent or hole was made 
in the fide, on which it riVived ; and will ftill 
do fo more, in proportion to the greatnefs of 
the hole ; by which we concluded, that the cy^ 
iinder being full of air, and preffed by the pillar 
above it, the flame of the candle could not fub- 
fift; but whtn the pillar of air was broken in 
the cylinder, by means of the vent-hol^> we ap- 
prehended the matter of the candle to be put 
(or ratherr continued) in motion, and therefore 
it revived. From either of which circumftaiic^^ 
the qonfinement of oply a certain qiiaVtity of 
w^ter in a Well-Boat, or air in any fuch 

. yeflel, equally appears. 

Now, that the fifli in this new-invented veflel 

. ^rc conftantly fupplied with fr^fli air and frefh 
water will appear from Fig. 3. 

it is to be underftood that this veflel is to 
Jiave no other lading than water and fiih; u ef 

! this veflel is to .carry as much weight of water 
and fifli, as another would of dry goods, to 
make her fink low enough down into the water, 
fo as to be fit for failing.;; and that the fifli an4 
water are to fill all the bold of the veflTel. , 

A B is the lower deck, on which flie fwims ; 
flic is fupported by the pillar of water A B F G, 
and cncompaflTed all round by t^e Trapezium of 
waiter R E Q F prc^ipg ?g%infl: it. 

Hithertq 
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Hitherto the new vcffcl is but in the con* 
dition of all other boats, and even of the Well- 
Boat itfclf. 

But whereas the imperfedion of the Well- 
Boat confifts, in that the water and air are con- 
ftantl/ the fame, and conftrained to be fuch by 
a perpendicular weight of both, and -an hori- 
zontal preflure on all fides ; froni which the fiih 
arc relieved only by the motion 6f their own 
ftruggjing, and the tacking of the veflel, with- 
out which they could not. live 24 hours after 
they are in the boat : 

In this invention the air and water flow to- 
gether, come into the (hip horizontally, and 
. pais through it in a conftant fucceffion, yieldliig 
frelh air and frefh water, to the relief, fuftenancc, 
and delight of the fifh; which great advantage 
is effofted by large grates at the kead and deriii 
or each epd of the veflel, at P add M, and by 
the vents which ppen into 4 large pipes before, 
and 2 abaft, and in the midiups, the well is 
covered with gratings^ as O. There are alfo 
other conveniences, to wit, the main-maft, and 
fluiee-pipe, all which yield a ftee difcharge, and 
form an uninterrupted paffagc for the airi 

After the projectors were fetisfied of the ufc 
and benefit of the air and water, in which they 
were to work, as far as it concerned their defign, 
the next thing was tO confidcr how their in- 
tended 
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tended veffel would receive advantajge froni 
them in its failing and working; which brought 
on the third experiment, thkt ife dertibnftratfcd by 
Fig. A. which itievvs the form of a^ pariilelb- 
pepidoti, 12 foqjt long, ^ inches broad, abd & 
Inches deep, as abed. This trough was filled 
with fine clear water, which done, there was put 
into it a fmall model of the hull of our floop^ 
1 2 inches long, 4 broad, and 3 deep, with grateft 
■^fore and aft', and a glafs declc; to render all 
that palfed through her vifible, as B. Into tUfe 
Well P, we put a deep-red liquor, and found 
^hat by the motion of the veffel through the 
water, the diftance 2b times her length, flic 
would difcharge all her faid red water. Sec 
plate I. fig. A. 

Now, the fifh-vcflel defigned being 40 foot 
by the keel, if you divide 5280, the feet in a 
tnile, by 800 foot, 20 times her length, the 
quotient (heweth flie difcharges herfelf of all 
her old water fix times and fix tenths in a mile, 
or 33 times every 5 miles* 

From which it appears by demonftration, 
that thfc whole mafs of the parts of water are 
moved, more or Icfs, by the motion of any of 
thfem, in proportion to the magnitude and ve- 
Ickrity of the bodies wh^ch prefs upon them, 
atid the fucdcflSon of frefti air and water in the 
rcflel to bfc accordingly : fb that the whole body 

P of 
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of water contained in fuch a vefiel will be 
changed^ as aforefaid, in 20 times its length ; 
and the jnore fwift the motion of the veffel is, 
the more rapid the current will be through her, 
as in Fig. 4. where, A B G D reprefent the iron 
gratings 'fore and aft', throug^h which the water 
paffcth, forming the currents A C and BD^ 
whofe motion is nearly equal, though in a con- 
trary direftion to that of the (hip. 

In the hold are put flops, to throw fome part 
of t;he water into eddies, as LLL; that the 
fifc may not be hurt by its velocity, but fwim 
and play as eafy as in the free and open fea. 

The laft experiment was by^the aforefaid 
veflel with the glafs deck, whofe hold had grat- 
ings 'fore and aft', and was full of holes on the 
fides; the length of it was 22 inches, and 
breadth 4, which makes 16 inches for the height 
of the main-maft ; but we made it; 20 inches 
long, and when it floated on the water, we found 
it truly boyant, and neither too crank nor too 
Iliff; " V - ' 

Then we flopped up the faid gratings and 
holes in her fides, apd funk her till Ihe drew ai 
much water as before; which we effefled by 
loading her with dry gravel, and found her theiv 
ibmewhat more ftiff ; becaufe, by fo much a; 
the gravel is heavier than water oif the fame 
magnitude^ it luufl; lie farther from the, center 

' ' '^ of 
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of motion, and make her too ftiff. This plroves 
water to be the trueft lading, and was ftill a con- 
firmation of this new invention. 

Thus far we have proved the capacity, the 
aptnefs, the power, andcommodioufnefst)f our 
veflel; after, all which, we may ftill fail, if we 
do not underftand the nature of lading, which 
experience^ and wifdoni has brought to light and 
practice among men. 

To avoid any error from inadvertency thit 
Way, it was well debated and confidered, that 
there is a gre^t difference between a fhipwright's 
and merchant's way of calculating the tunnage 
of a Ihip ; and finding this difficulty, made us 
think it proper to examine, from the nature of 
the thing itfelf, how many tuns Averdupois 
weight a Ihip will carry. 

The Ihip Wright's way is to multiply the length 
of the keel by the middle breadth, and that 
product by half the breadth, and then they di- 
vide the lad produ6: by 94, and the quotient is 
the tunnage. 

The FisH-PooL floop is 40 foot by the keel, 
and 17 foot broad in the midfliips, which, by 
their cuftomary rule, meafures 61.5 tuns. 

To find bow maTty tuns weight a Ship will carry. 

The FisH-PooL floop being inched according 

to common gauging, the mean length in the 

P 2 hold 
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hold is 42 feet, mean breadth is 13.687 feet> 
and depth 6 feet, which multiplied tOjgcther is 
3449.1 24 cubic feet of water } each foot of fait 
fea water, by the niceft expctiments, weighing 
64.25 pounds *, and a cubick foot of clear 
frelh water weighs but 62.75 pounds, which is 
the very reafon why a fliip is more boyant in 
I fait water than in ftefli. Now if the cubick feet 
of fait water in the hold be multiplied by 64.25 
pounds (the true weight of a cubick foot of fea 
water), it will be 221606 pounds A verdupois 
weight, or 98 tuns, 18 hundred 2 quarters, and 
14 pounds 5 and fo much weight of any fort of 
dry goods muft be in the hold of a Ihip of her 
burthen, to make her neither too crank nor too 
ilifF; and this weight is no more than what is 
commoi)ly allowed by merchants themlelves of 
box, bale, or cafe goods, by allowing 66 cubick 
feet to a tun in bulk* Suppofe you have 6 
bkles of goods, 6 foot, long, 2 foot broad, and 
2. deep; multiply the length, breadth, and depth, 
one into the other, the produft is 24 cubick feit 
for one bale; and that multiplied by 6, is 144 
cubick feet in the (5 bales; the whole divided 
by 66, the quotient is 2.182 tuns. We will 
fuppofe this 2.182 tuns to be red wine, of 
which. a cubick foot weighs 62.06 Pounds 
Averdupois, the goods before - mentioned 
* Sec Ward's TMcm. 

meafutc 
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meafure 144 cubick feet, which multiplied by 
6z.o6j the product is its true weight, viz* 5 
tuns, 19 hundred, 3 quarters, and 4 pounds; 
or fuppofe it to bcr 07I olive, of which 57.0$ 
pounds is a cubtck foot, then the aforefaid 2.182 
tuns, or 144 cubick feet of oyl olive, will weigh 
3 tuns, 13 hundred, i quarter^ and 12 pounds; 
and the quantity of the Fish- Pool's hold, as 
before-npentioned, is 3449 cubick feet, divided 
by 66 cubick feet, the quotient is sz^zs tuns of 
merchants tunnage; which faid 3449 cubick 
feet, or 52.15 tuns, we will proportion 10 the 
feveral weights of liquids following, viz. that 
I cubick foot of fait water weighs 64.25 pounds, 
of clear frefh water 62.5 pounds, red wine 
62,06 pounds, and oyl olive 57.06 pounds 
Averdupois weight. If fo, 

Then 66 cubick feet, or i tun of merchants 
Itllowance will weigh. 



If fait water 



Clear frelh water 
Red wine m ..,. . 
Oyl olive 



hun. 


qu. 


^ 


37 


3 


I* 


.36 


3 


9 


.36 


I 


z6 


33 


2 


14 



It is plain that different folids and liquids 
liave different weights, and, by confequence, all 
different cargoes muft vary the fanie^ as appears 
by the table following :. 

P Z That 
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That a hold meafuring 3449 cubick feet 

tun bun. qu. f* 

Of fait water is 98 18 2 14 

dear frelh water • 96 4 a 18 

Red ^iDc — — — — 95 It o 13 

Oyl Olive 87 17 o 16 

' This account is purely to fatisfy thofe that 
are not acquainted with the nature of thefe 
things, that fo much goods ought to be in the 
hold, as is equal to Juch a weight of Water as 
would fill the hold, and will bring the ihip 
down fo far into the water as is limited ; for the 
weight of goods preffes out no more water than 
would fill the hold ; and if the goods are lighter 
or heavier than water of the fame magnitude, the 
fliip will be either too ftifFor too crank, as will 
be demonftrated in its proper place. 

The next thing we confidered was, how much 
all the timber, that bounds the hold from the 
floating-deck to the keel, is lighter than water 
of the fame magnitude. 

The keel, floor-timbers,, kelfon, ftem, fliern- 
pbft, dead wood ^fore and aft*, and fl:ep of the 
maft, were exaftly meafured, and found to be 
649.5 cubick feet. By the beft experiments 
that have been made *, a cubick foot of found 
dry oak will weigh 58 pounds, by which mul- 
* According to Ward's book. 

•. tiply 
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J tHe Yaid 649.5 feet, the produd is 37671 
mds Averdupois Weight, ' 

■ '■ ' fun hurt. qu. p. 

Or, — 16 16 I 10 

1 bolts, gratings, &ff. r— 01 00 9 00 

y abaft ' ^ ' ■ 02 00 o 00 

^ ^7, ■ ■ 

Total 19 16 I io 

149.5 Cii^ick feet of fea ^ fun hun% qu. /• 

er of the fame magni- I 

e of the timber, at 64,25 j ^^ 12 2 10 

rtids each foot ■ ? ■ ^ - mi ■■ ■ J 

Two tuns of clay abaft, V . 

ng twice as heavy as j 

er of the fame magni- [ 

e, and therefore takes f ^^ 00 o oa 

Iwit half the room of { 

cr, thesis J 



Total 19 


12 


2 10 


From 19 
Take 19 


16 
12 


1 10 

2 10 


Remains 00 


03 


3 ^^ 



Vhich is over and above the weight of water. 
.P4 The 
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The fpccifick gravity of hpdies of the fame 
magnitude will pfefs th^m downward, if heavier 
than liquids^ and the liquids will prefs them 
ijj>wards, if lighter. 

iun kun. qu. p. 
Ad4 the water in the hold ^ ^jJi _ j 8 a 14 
To_ the .weight over and 1 ^ ^^ 

^bsove^ th§ weight of water J 3 3 

_ __^ _^ _ ^^ ^■^^•^"■■M ■■^■^i^iiM^ »^ 

The Total 99 o% i 04 
Is the whole weight under the flpating-deck, 
or the true weight '^ (hip fwthis pufpofe ough^ 
to have ; and, to % fiire^_g^?a^ dc^l of i:arcj 
, xnuft be taken, tha^ ther^ is hut ^ fmall .matter 
of weight added mqre to tl^e timber, iron, 6?ff 
than the weight of^ w^ter of the fame, mf^gfli- 
tude of ihcr timber. 

The next thing we ^onfidered, ^as the weight 
of every thing abjove the floaypg^^c^, the 
yeight the (loop will carry between decks, and 
by confequencc how many inches the floating- 
deck will fink pnder the fuperficies of the 
water on the outfide of the floop, and from 
thence hqw nvuch water (he will bear between- 
decks before (he wil fink. 

Firj(l, th^ tijpj)cr, acQeffaries, &c. as the float- 
ing-deck, beams, knees, timbers in the fides, 
timbers in the upper-deck, windlefs^ and cheeks, 
' paulbits, caitheads, capfton, item, mafts, yards, 

nggingi 
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wgg%f neceffaries, ^c. were all ^xaftly. 
xneafiired-andr weighed. 
' All the timbers meafured ^tun bun. qu. p. 
§82 cuhick feet, 3158 pounds p5 00 '2 04 

per foot, is *-^ ■ —J 

Cordage, anchors, iron 1 
^olts, rpeat, drink, coal, (ix >o6 qo o oq 
©59, «^<:, weight — — r— . J 

. Weight In all 31 PC 2 04 

idly, Whaf weight Jhe will carry between decks ^ 
and how many incbei the floating deck will fink 
under the fuperficies of the water on the outfide. 

Length of the deck ED 50 foot, mean 
breadth 16 foot, and depth 6 foot, which mul- 
tiplied one by the other, is 4800 cpbick feet, 
andniultipried by 64.25 pounds, the weight of 
a cubick foot of water, the produ^ is 308400 
pounds Avcrdupois, or 137 tuns, 13 hundred, 
z quarters, and 8 pounds, between-decks E N P D. 

jdly, To find how many inches the float ing-ieck 
:^P will fink under the fuperfides of the waitir 
r^n the Quffide. 

Having before found, that between-decks fee 
misafurcs 4800 cubick feet of fait water, at i 
^ ' £001 
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fcotdccp, then levery inch deep mcrft comaiii 
66.666 cubick feet of fait water, aHo\^ing'64.2f 
pounds to a cubick foot, as before, the weight 
is 38 hundred and 27 pounds on every inch' 
deep; now, if 38 hundred and 27 pounds fink 
the floating deck'i inch, then all the timbers, 
cordage, anchors, bfc. being 31 tuns and 60 
pounds, as before-mentioned, will fink ir 16.22/ 
inches iinder the fuperficies of the water on the 
cut-fide of the middle deck ; that is the floating- 
deck ED in FIg.s. will be 16.227 incheaundic 
tsratcr, as E A or B D. 

The aforefaid E A or B D is 16.227 inches; 
the depth of the arch of the deck thwartfliips is 
4 inc^hes; the f is 2 inches, which 2 inches added 
to 16.227, makes 18.227 inches, the depth. of 
the water in the well, as L C ; then take 18^227 
inches, as L C, from 6 foot as L H, the re- 
mainder is almoft 54 inches, or 4 foot 6 inches, 
33 C H equal to B P, or A N, free board. 
' Now (as We proved before, that the hold 
measured 3449 cubick feet, allowing 66 cubkk 
feel to a tun, merchants tunnage), the Fish- 
Pool Sloop is hoi quite 53 tuns ; and where is 
aty Oiip oi her burthen' more than 4 foot ( 
iiches free board when ioaden, beCdes ihe . 
taicknefs of her uppej deck plank, and z inches 
more to the fcuppcr-holest 

4thiyi 
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4thly, How much water the Fish-Pool Sloops 
rnuji take in between-decks, to make herjink^ and 
confequently whether this Fi(h Veffel is as fafe 

. as a merchant-man^ or iefs dangerous than a 

. ^^w/rtw Well-boat ? 

In order thereunto, we muft find how much 
water Ihe muft Ihip between-decks to make her 
fink* 

We have calculated before, that between- 
decks E N D P meafures 4800 cubick feet, and 
allowed 64.2^ pounds to a foot of fait water, the 
weight is 137 tuns, 13 hundred, e quarters, and 
8 pounds: we have likewife before calculated 
that 38 hundred, and 27 pounds weight of water 
will fink her but i inch, then, if i inch requires 
38 hundred and 27 pounds to fink it, then 4 foot 
4 inches, the remains of the 6 foot between- 
decks, as B P or A N, will require 99 tuns, Z 
hundred, 2 quarters, and 4 pounds ; fo, by con- 
fcquence, (he muft {hip fo much water before ihe 
can fink; and if by God's bleflJng we can keep 
all things dofe in a ftorm, Ihe is" a great deal 
fafer than any other veffel ; becaufe, if you fpring 
a leak in a merchant-man, (he muft fink, if you 
cannot keep her free with the pumps ; but in this 
f ilh-Veffel, the floating deck being under your 

feet. 
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feetythc leak may *bc fccn, and ftoppcd imme^ 
diately. 

Farther, wc are much fafcr than a Well-Boat,. 
becaufe all our water is confined like water in a 
fcoltle, a» Fig. 5. E D N P is all dry between 
decks ; the veffel is funk to A and B on the out- 
fide of the (hip ; and if fo, by confeqoence the 
water in the well will rife ip C. Now confider- 
ijg how the deck Ibc fwims on E L D is preffed 
down into the water as deep as E A or H B^ how 
h it poffiblc, under fuch a confinement, the 
water (hould be toffed by the fallies of the veffel 
(oGcafioned by the f urges of the fea), from qne 
fide to the other, like a common Well-Boat? 

jfgain, How can it be, but that there muft 
cnfue a conftant fucceffion and frefh fupplies of 
water, fince Ihe hath large gratings before, con- 
toning 360 fquare inches, to let the water io; 
and ab^ft,^ gratings of 740 fquare 'inches, to let 
the water out; and the conveniencies of large 
blow-pipes, to vent what air (hall happen to be 
forced in by the rifings of the veffel in head 

But the Well-Boat is of a different nature, 
as in Fig. 6. which reprefents an Englifli WelL' 
Boat, A, the mouth of the Well, B, the whole 
tody to contain the fi(b, P P two bulk-heads, or 
ends of the Well, running athwartfhip^ j fb part 

of 
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oF the tWo fides. End the two bulk-headj or ends, 
mate the Well ; C D, all cavity between tbc 
bulk-heads and the two extreme ends of the 
boat, to make her boyant.' 

It is irtipoffible fiach a formed vefTel as thb 
(hould approve itfelf to the examination of thofe 
in this great city, who underftand the nattire and 
reafon of things, and whofc bufinefs it is, on a 
diligent enquiry., either to correfl, approve, or 
rejeft it. Which proves it was never calculate4 
by art, but brought to what it is by the long 
and dear coft and experience of fome poor pub- 
lick-fpirited fiftiermen. 

For ift, no manner of provifion wa,s made for 
the conveyance of air, without which no cjreaturc 
can live. ^ * 

2dly, On every fally of the boat, the watar 
in the Well muft Ihifc its place; and in violent 
fcas it fometimcs hath forced the hatches opea 
which cover the Well, and fometimes breaks 
through the Bulk-heads. 

Befides this, how uneafy muft the fifli be ia 
luch violent motions, to be battered againft the 
fides of the Well ; and if a calm happen, the 
water having no nnotion, the filh muft in a little 
time be fufFocated : and at the very beft, they 
have no relief by frefli fupplies of water, but by 
tbe veflel's tacking about; and then, perhaps, 
the fiihes motion, ai>d ftruggling for life, may 
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prefs ou^mc filthy dime, through the holes in 
the (ides oF the Well, and fo make their fituation 
a little more healthful* 

J^he ne^t thing we arc to prove is, That water is 
as good, or indeed better lading than any dry 
goods i»hatf$ever. 

Suppofe (fo far as the (hip finks in the water) 
an imaginary line to go frpra ftcm to ftern ; in 
that line lies the Center of Motion of the ihip; 
and the Center of Grayity not being in the 
Center of Motion, it will defcend till it comcj 
under the Center of Motion ; and the farther it 
is diftant from the Center of Motion, the more 
will its weight be, and the nearer, the lefs, fo as 
to render her accordingly more (lifF or more 
crank. 

The Fish-Pool Sloop will carry in her Hold 
99 tuns weight, or 5.2 tuns of merchants allow- 
ance, reckoning 66 cubick feet to a tun, as hatb 
been before proved. 



H 
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Fig. 7I Suppofe a Ship laden with 99 tun weight 
pf Lead, and thai Jhotdd lie in the bottom of the 
hold, to the height B'C, and equal to the wbdt 
weight of Water that would fill the Hold D E C- 

It is plain here, that A i$ the center of motio^» \^ 
on which the whole body moves ; an^ ^very "^^m. 

concero^ •¥ 
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Concerned in fca affairs knows by experiencq 

(and that; fometimes dearly bought too), that 

there is a nccefiity of raifing tie weight of lead 

IQjearer the center of motion A, by dividing the 

tifeight, and laying.fevcral ranges of billet-wood 

between the like ranges of lead ; or elfe the 

ihip would lie fo ftifF in the fea, that (he could 

not yield to the- wind ; by which oppofition, all 

the maftsyWouId be blown down, or brought by 

the^board, and the feas would make a high road 

over her decks. Which proves, that by fo much 

as the cargo is heavier than, water of the fame 

taagnitude, by fo much the ihip will be ftiffer 

than flie ought to be, and move the heavieif 

upon the center of motion A towards D or E ; 

becaufe, the quantity of the lead B C, in the 

bottom of the hold is 59 Tuns, and that of fea 

water of the fame magnitude B C, woiild be but 

a little above 1 1 tuns ; for, a cubick foot o^ 

lead is 707 pounds and 13 ounces, and a cubic 

foot of fait water 64 pounds and 4 ounces. 

Fig. 8. Suppofe a Slnp laden with 99 luns of 
Sugar- as deep as a b, a7id which loading lies 
• nearer the Center of Motion A than the fotmer 
Cargo of Lead did. 

, By fa. much as the cargo of fugar a b D is 
I heavier than fea water of the fame magnitude,^. 

: by 



\ 
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By fo much (he is too ftiff; bccaufe, the magnitude 
df fugar a b D is 99 tuns 'v^reight, and water df 
the lame magnitude is but 80 tuns Weight; 
therefore the (Hip muft be too ftiff, and movel 
the heavier upon the center of motion A to** 
wards B or C. 

Fig. 9. Suppofe a Ship he laden with 99 tvnf 
weight of lighter Goods, where a greater part 
of it muji be flowed between-decks, or above the 
Center of Motion A, as high as LN. . 

Now, by fo much weight as is bctween-decks 
A L N, on every fally of the (hip, fo much is 
the weight in the hold APR leffened : for by 
fo much as the cargo is lighter than water of the 
fame magnitude, by fo much the (hip mufl be 
cranker, and be confcquently more in danger 
to ovevfec : for, all the light goods that will fill 
the hold and between-decks, will weigh but 99 
tuns, which is her real cargo ; and the water 
of the fame magnitude (that is, were the hold 
and between-decks full of water) would weigh 
198 tuns ; which plainly proves (he hath 99 
tuns weight to affifl the wind to overfet her. 
But if the cargo be lighter than water of the 
fame magnitude, and under the center of motion, 
balaft muft be ufed to fmk her down to the 
center of motion ; but then Ihe will be too ftiff, 
I by 
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6y fo much as tihe balaft is heftier than water 
of the fame magnitude ; as would be the cafe, 
*Were (he loaded with Tobacco, or other fuch 
light goods. 

Fig. lo. But if a (hip hath 99 tuns Weight 
of fait water in the Hold B A C D, and that 
water be flopped down (as is the cafe of our 
Fish-Pool), it muft needs lie there more equal 
and uniform thati any cargo of goods can 
pofEbly do ; for it will lie, with regard to the 
motion and fallies of the Ihip, juft as if it were 
congealed ittto a folid body of ice of the fame 
weight and magnitgde. Arid it i$ impoffible 
that any kind of dry goods (not even corn itfelf, 
were her hold full of it, and well caulked down), 
can be flowed fo# commodioufly ; neither can 
fuch a Ihip, thus moving upon the center of 
motion A, be either too crank or tqo ftifF. 

What hath been faid about the weight in the 
Hold of a Ihip may be demonftrated by a 
balance, and needs not any large explication, 
'the properties of the Libra, or balance, being fo 
well known ; but, for illuftration, be pleafed to 
obferve, that if the weights at the ends be equal, 
and at equal diftances from the center of motion, 
it will caufe an equilibrium, and the center of 
gravity will be in the center of motion as Fig. ii, 
<^ A is 
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A is the center ; fuppofe B and C equally dFA 
tant from the center A, it is plain the beam 
will be horizontal ; but if the weight C be 
flipped to D, the beam muft x)f neceffity de* 
cline ; becaufe A D being double the diftance 
of A B, half the weight at D will balance B; 
and if the weight be moved to E, being three 
times the diftance A B, one third will balance' 
the weight B ; that is, were the weight B go 
pounds, lo pounds at E would bring the beam 
to a balance ; that is, the power at E muft be of 
the fame pfoportion to the weight B, as thS 
diitance A B is to the diftance A £• 

The following demonftrations will farther 
prove what hath been faid of the ponderofity 
of a (hip's cargo being nearly or farther off 
frdm the center of motion: 

Fig. 1 2. B reprefents the materials above tk 
floating-deck, L the weight of the faid materials 
6 tuns, C the lead in the hold, P the weight of 
the faid lead 99 tuns, and A the center of mo^ 
tion. Now, fo far a^ the weight P (being the 
center of magnitude to C) is removed from the 
true center of niagi^itude h (if the hold was fuU 
of water), by fo much the ftiip ttiuft be too 
ftifF; for the weight P, being four times and a 
lialf diftant, more than L, from the center of 

> motion 
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Jftotlon A, the weight L muft be ,445 tutts id 
Jiiindred, to poize the Weight P; ^nd hbW is it 
goinblc fuch a vdffel (hould yield to the windi 
to move 445.5 ^^^s, but all thfe mafts rliuft hi 
blown by the board ? To prevent which, the 
lead C muft be broken intis parts, and by billet-* 
wood, or fome fuch light thing, between, raifed 
to the oefater A^ as n ^ ^^ as aforefaid* 

Fig^ 13* B rfeprefents the rriatferials^ as afori* 
faid, Lthe weight of the faid materials, T thtf 
fugar in the hold, P the weight of the fugar^ 
and A the center of motion : The weight P being 
99 tuns, and three times farther from the center 
of motion A than L, the weight Lmuft be 29;^ 
tuns, to balance the weight P of 99 tund, and 
muft be raifed gradually from Q^to the center 
of motion A, to make her truly boyant* There-^ 
fore, fo f'ar as the weigkt !^ (being the center of 
tnagnitude to the fugar T) is removed from 
the center of magnitude k, if the hold was full 
of water, by fo much Ihe mufi be too ft iff, and 
ought likewifc to be raifed to the fent«r of 
jmoiion A. 



f). i fip 
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Fig. 14. Suppofe a Jhip of 99 iun weight id be 
laden with light gQodsy that you are forced to 
Jlowfome of her cargo between decks. 

Let V be light goods in t\\t hold, and B part 
of the light goods between-decks^ L the weight 
6f the goods between decks, viz. 30 tuns, and 
likewife the weight of the materials above the 
floating-deck, viz. 6 tuns, which added, makes 
36 tuns, and P the weight of the goods in the 
hold, viz. 69 tuns. Now, fo far as the weight 
P is drawn towards the center of motion A, 
from the center of gravity of the goods that 
fliould be in the hold, viz. d, by fo much the 
weight of goods between-decks muft be added 
over and above to the weight L, and makes the 
fhip too crank ; for which reafon, balaft mud 
be in the bottom of the hold, to make her 
ftifFcr. 

Fig. fS*^ reprefents the materials above the 
floating-deck, L the weight of the materials 
6 tuns, W the water in the hold, P the weight 
of the water in the hold 99 tuns. This proves 
^ that the weight P, lying under the center of 
gravity or magnitude e, or between the center 
of motion A, and the end of the beam or kelfoi 
of the fliip R, the veffel muft be truly boyant 
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If you pitch your deck in a true height from the 
Kelfon, otherwife flie muft be too ftiff or ^too 
crank. This proves, as before- mentioned, that 
the water in the hold will divide itfelf natura-Uy 
into fuch ^qual parts, from R to the cencer 
of motion A,- as no dry goods can be made to 
conform to. Therefore water is the moft pro- 
per dargo to make a (hip truly boyant; And in 
all other lading the goods will be either above 
or below the center of motion -A, 

Now, when the reader comes to be cbiivinced 
hy demonftration, that what has ^been above 
delivered is matter of fad, I hope there will be 
no room for any farther objections. 

I ihall in the next place reprefent this veflej 
in as great ftrefs of weather as .1 hope ihe ever 
will be, and demonftrate that flae is tjien as fafe 
.^ any fhip whatfoev^h 

Fig. i6. A B the upper-deck, D [F the goatl- 
ing deck, L K equal iwith the fjipcrficies (<?f the 
^ater on which flie fwims whpn upright, ip 
which is the center of motion ; E 8 :equal 
,with the fuperficies of the water on which <£^ 
now fwims, heeling down to the fcupper-holcs 
of the upper-deck, and paffing through the 
center of motion o as before ; therefore, fo deep 
^$ the floating-deck is funk down iinder water by 
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the weight of timber, iron, rigging, 6?r. as D t 
or F K> fo deep is the wftter \n the well as G O9 
Obferve, although all between-decks, ^s ABDF 
is cavity and dry, and holds 137 tuns, 13 hun- 
dred, 2 quarters, and 8 poupds ; yet ncvprth?- 
Jcfs, the whole veflel beipg funk to l^ K, and 
Supported on (h^ outfidp by a tr^pe^ium of 
^atefi as bpfpre (hewed, th^ real cavity be- 
tW^en'dccks, as LA, |CB, pieafures but 99 
tuns, 8 hundred, 2 quarters, and 4 pounds. 

NoWyConfidering how the veflel is borne down 
pn ope fidp, by the fails on the maft C, in ^ 
violent florm, the point K, beipg the height gf 
the water on the oiJtfide whei-^ uprigbf, yyiU 
bp prcifed vinder water as deep as B, an4 
forms ^ new hofizont^l line E O B, on which 
flie now fwirps ; and by confequence muft form 
the triangle O B K, whofe bafe o K is 8 foot, 
(the I of LK^ thwartlhips) and the perpen- 
dicular K B, the depth between- decks, frorp the 
luperficies of the water to the upper deck, is 4 
foot 6 inches, whofe fuper6cies O K B is |S 
foot J the length of the floop from ftem to fterii 
50 foot, which, multiplied by the fviperficies 
K B 18 loot, makes 90P pubjc fe^t -, which faj^ 
poo feet multiplijQd by 64.25, th^ weight of fi 
cubic fpot of fait water, the prpduft is 5782 
poun^Si or J5 tunp, 16 hqndfed^ i quarter an 
j DQunds. Mpw let any fe^- faring map jud^ 
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how great fuch a ftorm muft be^ to heel a veflel 
of her burden up to her fcupper-holes, when 
there is almoft 26 tuns of cavity, equal in weight 
to fait water of the fame magnitude, to prefs 
down to B, befides her weight in the hold. All 
the water (by fuch a heel) that is emptied out 
of the hold, is comprehended in the triangle 
E H D ; which is fo inconfiderable, that it is 
not worth taking notice of; becaufe what air is 
taken in at fuch a time will be forced out at the 
air- pipes, when the veflel Tightens again. So 
confidering the condition of this veflel, and of 
another laden with dry goods, we are as fafe as 
any fliip whatfoever ; for all fliips can but move 
upon the center of Motion ; and when Ihe is 
forced by the wind on one fide, fhe can prefs 
•no greater weight of water than the cavity (that 
is prefl'ed down under water) will hold. 

The next thing incumbent on us is to prove, 
that fuch a veflel freighted with water and filh, 
and a current running through her at command, 
ivill feel her helm, and fleer as well as any veflel 
whatfoever, if her rudder be made in propor- 
tion to her burthen, and properly fixed. I'his 
becomes neceflfary from a received notion, that 
this vcflTelj whofe lading is only wjicer and fifli, 
will neither fleer nor fail. 

To obviate this objcdion, it muft be well 

pnderfl:ood, thatno fliip will fleer but in a cur- 

0^4 rent 
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rcht in a contrary dtrdftion to that 6f the fliJp ; 
that is to fay, the hdm muft op|>dfe or . prcffe 
againft the body of ii^atfer in \^hich the vrffel 
tvodcs, to make her alter her way ot cburfci 

' Wc will confider this, 1ft j in a ftandidg 
tvatcir ; tdly^ agiinft a current ; and, ^dly^ wiA 
a current. 

Fig. 17. Suppofe D H to be a ftanding 
Water, and the veflel makes her way from D 
towards H. Now the veflers motion preffcs 
the rudder B againft the body of Water D, fey 
which means the vfeffel is thruft round at the 
Hern on the center A. 

2^/y, If flie fails againft a current, as, fup- 
pofe the current runs from H towards D, and 
the veffel fails from D towards H, if Ihe makes 
any or no way through the current, or falls 
a-ftern, yet if her head be to the current, ftc 
will fleer; becaufe the rudder B preffes againft 
the current H D at D, and turns the velftl in 
the fame manner as aforefaid. 

^dly^ Suppofe a veffel fails with a current, as 
from D towards H^ if ihc hath not more way 
than the current, Ibe cannot fteer, becaufe the 
motion of the fhip is (tower than the current 
of water, which makes it impoffible the rudder 
B (hould prefs any Weight of wwier before it, to 

make 
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toftke the wflel Refer. But 4f the (hip's motion 
be fafter than the current, the rudder B, by its 
moving fa^er than the current D H, will tjol- 
lea t weight bf water at D, and fteer as before^ 

I think it will be proper tx> take the floop 
(as at Fig. xy.) out of the water, ahd exanfitn^ 
whiere her imperfections can be, that Ihe wili 
iiot (as reported) fail ^tld iheer as well as amjr 
other veffel. Firft, I think it proper to enquire 
into the reafon, according to Natioire and Phfc- 
lofophy, why any fliip, floop, or other veffel, 
ought to be built broader at the bows than at 
the ftem, and likewiie cleaner abaft thtin before, 
if you intend Ifae fliaii &ctv or fail well. 

Suppofe Fig. i8. to be the hull of a Ihip or 
iloop. The triangle A is the moft part of it 
dead wood, that is worked and filled up wit^ 
folid timbers, and no thicktr than the flern-ipoft, 
on wiiich the rudder hatigs ; but from thence 
(being fkinncd over with plank) it grow^ wider 
and wider, to the whole breadth of the bulge 
ttfC, which they call a clean tail 4 and from the 
Acm at E it is fomewharcleaned off underneath ; 
^hat by the fliip's preffing forward, her broad 
bows at E will contraft the water, like a cur- 
Tcnt^ to the ckaii tale dt A,' and caufe the rud^ 
dcr^'to prcfsagaittft i^ which iis the caufe of 

her 
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her ftcering. This is the cafe of all 
ivbatfoever. 

Now, in our Hoop, the water running through 
her in a contrary diredion to that of the floop, 
vents itfelf on each fide of the ftern-poft ; which 
faid current, if the rudder Bis on the (larboard 
or larboard tack, muft ftrike the faid rudder; 
and by fb much as the weight and force of 
water prefs out of the hold, and are flopped by 
by the rudder, by fo much the quicker Ihe will 
aijfwer her helm^ 

TJut fuppofing (though far frpm granting) 

that Ihe will not fteer fo well with the current 

running through her, we can (upon a lee ihore, 

ot any other occafion) immediately flop all the 

fluices 'fore and aft', and make her a whole 

veiFel, as of the ordinary form ; and again, 

by opening the ilaices, in the fpace of half a 

•minu!;e, we can relieve our fifli with a full frefli 

. fupply of water. We fay, were it fo (as we 

affert it is not) it would be great injury to value 

this veflel like a Well- Boat, wherein filh cannot 

■ have frelh fupplies of water, perhaps, in a 

month or fix weeks together j and which is no 

.: other than a vehicle to bring fifh wafting alive, 

and to be delivered fick and decayed, in ftead pf 

(what is much better) frelh.and jufl dead. 

Now farther, as to her failing fo well as apo- 
• ther fliip; the nature of the pargo (water aad 
I i ' fifh} 
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fifli) h?ith beep ^fufficiently explained already, 
end (made appear) are in the hold, in regar4 
to the Ibip, l>etFer than dry goods; and if a fiiht 
ycffel of this kind is built in its true proportion, 
fhe wijl f^il a! well gs any mj^rchant-man whatr 
foever; byt mift^ke^ gnd iqadvertencies otteq 
happen to vefleh, for w?nt of knowing rhe true 
reafon of things ; and particularly why a veilel 
pught to be broader before thaq abaft, whicl) 
is demonftratcd in Fig. ig. Suppofe D and F 
to be two pyramids, by z lines at the ends ; 
force thcm'equally, the pyramid D will movp 
fafter than F; becaufe the great end moves or 
forces but little weight of water more tha,n th^ 
cube of the fquare at the end doth contain. But 
the pyramid F moves with the |K)int forward, 
like a wedge, preffing a§ much w^^ter as it§ owp 
folid body cont;^in3. 

This proves how cautious perfons ought tQ 
be how they pinch^rin a veffel before, and leave 
her too broad abaft ; for certainly nothing can 
be more hurtful to the failing of a ihip, than ^ 
pegledl in this particular, 

Thus we hope to have fiilly cleared the fut 
picion, which is grounded pnly on the circum^ 
ilance of the water paflSng through her hold^ 
that (he will not (leer or fail ♦ for (he has, you 
fee, an advantage in the current paffing through 
Jjpr,f9i: .feeling her helm quicker, aiid conle- 

Quendy, 
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quently, as wc have juft now ftewR^ ii more 
Kkely to fteer readily than any other iWp ; if k 
be now remembered alfo that we have before 
proved, that wattr is a better and fafer lading 
than dry goods, w6 need only add concerning 
the ftcerage of our floop, that whether our flcil- 
ful and ingenious builders, Mr. French and Mn 
Williamson, or any cither, Ihall build a veffel 
of the common ftrudute, they wiU be as unable 
to anfwer for her fleering or failing better or 
worfe than any other veffel that fliall be named, 
as they mud be as to one of this fort* From 
M which it appears, that there is nothing par- 
ticularly difadvantageous in our floap, as to her 
capacity for fleering or failing. 

The laft thing we coniidered was, how to fup 
ply the filh with conftant frefti air and water; 
and to limit the water, fa that the currents 
•jhrough the hold fliall be no ftronger atone 
time than at another, by which means the fift 
will be as eafy in a ftorm as in a calm. This 
^seffe^ed by fluices in the hold, that flop and 
let go the water through it, to the i oth part of 
an inch. But becaufc this is to done by the 
Tun of the floop, meafured by a log-line, wc 
think it proper, in the firft place, to inform you 
*^hat the log-line is that meafures the diftatices 
run at fea, and how the knots are knit at their true , 
' ' ' fliftances, I 
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diftances, by which we regulate the flux of 
water into the hold* 

NotCj That the equator is divided into 360 
degrees, and each degree into 60 parts called 
miles : and the diftancc on any meridian is di- 
vided likewife into the fame equal parts as the 
equator, viz. 60 miles or parts to a degree. 
This does not anfwer our Englifli meafure, but 
is neareft the Italian of jjooo Englifli feet to a 
mile, and 60 fuch piilcs to a degree. But fince 
it hath been found by Mr. Norwood, by an 
cbfervation made between Londc»i and York, 
and meafured by a chain between tfaofe two 
places, found it to be 69 miles, a half, and 14 
foot to a degree of latitude, therefore the lame 
mufl be a degree of longitude on the equator. 
Neither could this.be true, if the angles on the 
roads were not exadly taken by an inftrument, 
and by the faid angles and didances find the 
difference of latitude, and eaft and weft meri- 
dian«diftances of the two places, in the nature 
of a fliip's traverfe. 

Now it is believed by nwft, that Mr. Nor- 
wood's computation is the beft and trueft that 
ever was made; yet notwithftanding all this^ 
moft divide the log-line in fuch proportion as 
before-mentioned, that 5000 Englifli feet make 
x^ part, or a mile on the equator. But Mr. 

Nof. 



f jS Sir R. g T E E L E*s Acc^trj^f 
Norwood hiakes it to be 6116 Englifli feef tft 
^V part, or a mile, on any meridian^ or tbtf 
equator* 

Now confidering tlie log-line to tc tneafured 
- by a half-minute glafs, which is the ^^--o- part of 
an hour ; divide Mr. Nbrwood's mile, vizt 
6116 feet by 120, the quotient is almoft 51 feel 
between ^not and knot on the line ; but if yotf 
divide the old calculation^ viz* 5000, by 120^ 
the; quotient is but 41.66 feet between knot and 
knot ; but they commonly knit 42, which muft be 
very falfe, or elfc the famous Mr. Norvvood was 
out in hill obfervations, which could not well 
be, if he had good Jnftrumenfs to take his 
anglesj an exad: chain to mcafure the diftancesi 
and a quadrant of a large radius for an qbfer' 
vation. 

It is by this log-linfe we goVern the curi'ent^ 
or the courfe of the water through this floop^ 
aceording to the fliip's way; for, by fo much as 
ihe will run fafter or flower, by fo much is the 
current in the hold fafter or flower. 

F/f. 19. teptefenfs a Circle divided into 8 
parts I 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10^ are the knots the 
ftiip runs ; A^ the hand> to move to thofe 
knots. This circle is fixed between-deeks, ovet 
the fluices before^ At 10 knots the fluices arc 
quit^ clole^ and will n^t admit ef a gallon of 

watrt 
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water into the hold in fix hours ; but move the 
haod A backward from 10 to 10, the iluices ard 
quite open, and let in the whole current of 
water. If the (hip runs 3, 4i 5i i^c. knots, of 
3 Ti 3 ^5 or any of the reft ; move the hand A 
to the knots, halves, or quarters, it opens or 
Ihuts the fluices with immediate readinefs, and 
is managed jvith the fame eafe as the hand of a 
clock; without which contrivance the fifh muft 
have had perpetual difturbance, and been driven 
all together^ as in a net, and ftifled for want of 
air,^ The fluices abaft are likewife clofed or 
opened at pleafure, as we (hall fee convenient. 

We muft defire the world to excufe us from 
difcovering how this contrivance in the hold is 
framed ; for we are con ft rained by prudential 
reafons to conceal it for fomc time. 

It is now our bufinefs to proceed to an expla* 
nation of an engine for carrying filh alive by 
land, and defcribe the contrivance of it, which 
we conceive to be as well fupported by reafon 
and the laws of mechanifm, as that for the con- 
veyance of fifti by fea. 



ne 
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5fe Dcfcription of a carriagi ta eofmey Fijb dfor 
to any part by land^ iesfing a conjkfni currmi 
of water through it. See fig. 20. 

Ay the cidern to hold the fifti, being 4 foot 
6 inches long, 2 foot 9 inches broad, and the 
whole depth 2 foot 3 inches, but in water i foot 
6 inches; it will hold 138.8 gallons^ weight 
1 1 60 pounds, or 10 hundred i quarter and n 
pounds Averdupois weight ; F, the fountain to 
fupply the cittern with water, as fafl as it is 
pumped up by the wheel of the carriage, being 
z foot nine inches long, t foot 3 inches broad, 
and I foot 3 inches deep, meafures 32.14 gal- 
lons, wine mcafure, weight 268 pounds, or 
2 hundred i quarter and 16 pounds Averdupois 
weight ; D, the pump fixed in the ciftern ; E, 
the nozel of the pump ; C, an iron bar faftened 
to the rod of the pump, which faid rod is 
forced up by 3 tappets, faftened to the ftock 
of the wheel, as P, Q, &ff . and B, a large tap, I 
to draw out all the old water, when an oppor- 
tunity ferves to fill with frelh* 

Now it is plain, as the carriage is drawn 
along, the motion of the wheels muft pump the 
water out of the ciftern A, w^ich contains the 
fifti, into the fountain F, which, by fo much as 
the faid fountain is higher than the ciftern, by 

lb 
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, fp niucb the weight of water mud prefs through 
, tl)e fmaJl holes out of the bottom of the foun- 
tain F, into the ciftern A, which muft of ne- 
c?fl5ty K^ep the water always in motion, to the 
rf li^f of the fifti ; but at all opportunities on 
f:he r^^^j \vc fh^]l draw out, at the tap B, all 
the ftak 'waller, ^nd fill the fountain and ciftern 
with f reft, river or running water. This car- 
riage hath been proved by a carriage made in 
th,e li^e form, wherein were put fmall fifties, and 
kept there feven weeks ; but when we ftopped 
the curifen^ for fame time, we found them to 
gijO\j/ ^ck, aijjd one or two die ; but when the 
w^er w^s put in motion> we could perceive 
thofe ftill living to revive and grow brilk. By 
this we cpncluded, that accprding to the number 
of fifties in the carriage, the water would fooner 
or later ^corrupt ; which likewife proves our af- 
fertiop in th^ Fis#-Pool floop. 

We haycgpine through the illuftration and 
proof of our defign, as to the rcafonablenefs of 
it ; it reniains only that wc fay fomething con- 
cerning its ufefylnefs ; upon which fubjedt, it is 
neither graceful or iieccflary to fay much, but 
the thing fpe^ks itfelf ; and when we confider 
what injiury is received by tormenting land- 
animals, and hpw the corruption of their bodies 
is haftened by cl^afing and driving them, we 
may eafily conceive^ that the miferable and 

R painful 
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painful way, in which filh for a much longer 
time, are conveyed in Well- boats, muft have 
fuitable unhealthy effefts : That fo delicious a 
food as that of fea*animals, brought alive and 
in health to our very kitchens, wherever we re- 
fide, cannot but be as welcome and beneficial 
to all mankind, as well as fortunate to the un- 
dertakers, as any inv^ention that has been brought 
into pradice^for many ages. 

Neither can this defign have any ill confe- 
quences upon the Fishing Trade in general; 
finpe all men, upon very eafy terms, may. be 
admitted into the ufe of this machine, in fuch 
a manner, as th^t the perfons already engaged 
in it may have no reafon to complain, and all 
the reft of the world have very great and unex- 
pefted benefit by it. 

The lowering the price of fiih will abun- 
dantly make up to the fellers of it, by the much 
greater number of purchafers ; and if a man gets 
ten popnd by felling what coft him five, to 
twenty people, he will be in a better condition, 
than when he made feven pounds of five, bf 
felling the commodity which coft him that fum, 
to fifteen, ten, or five perfons : for it is certain, 
that when a better commodity can be had for a 
lower price, the number of new purchafers will 
mor6 than make up for the abatement of the 
price formerly given by a few* 

2 Uuf 
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But notwithftanding the plain proof of the 
reafonablenefs of this defign, which has been 
here made in theory, and the praflice of it in 
little experiments ; we mufl not expedt the 
world will be fully convinced of the truth and 
ufefulnefs of it, till we have aftually prefented 
them with filh imported in great quantities this 
way. But we thought it incumbent upon us to 
explain ourfelves before we expofed men to the 
hazard of the feas on fo new a proje^ion : for 
ihould it fo happen (which God forbid !) that this 
veflel Ihould come to any difafter in circum- 
flances which would be equally dangerous to 
any veflel of the ordinary^ flrufture ; it would 
be attributed to the novelty of her make, and 
never acknowledged, that any other fliip in that 
iituation would have jequally fufiered. 

But it is time to fear that we are falling into 
the natural infirmity of being tco fond of our 
own produdions ; we therefore (begging leave 
to annex the patent which his Majefty has 
been gracioufly pleafed to give for the ufe of 
this invention for the ordinary term in fuch 
cafes) fubmit the whole matter, with great hu- 
. mility, to the confideration of the publick. 
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GEORGE R. 

GEO R G E, by th€ Grace of God, &?r. To 
all to whom thefe Prefents ihajl ceme, 
Greeting. 

Whereas our trufty and weH-beloved Aib* 
jeft, Sir Richard STEE^E, Kut. hath, by his 
petition, humbly reprefented unto us, that he 
has, for fome years laft paft, turned the intention 
and bent of bis thoughts and ftudies to the good 
and fervice of the publick ; and that he has, 
from much fearch, enquiry, and converfation, 
itmong fundry artifts, artificers, and peflbns of 
learning, at great expence, mvented a certain 
veflcl, which, by the ftrudturd thereof, can bring 
filh, wherever caught, to anydiftant place, alive 
and in health ; which will greatly contribute to 
the general good of all our fubjedrs ; humbly 
praying lis to grant him our rO}'al letters pa* 
tents, for the fole ufe and ben^t of his faid In- 
vention for the fpace of fourteen years: Know 
ye. That We (being willing to give encourggC' 
nient to arts and inventions that maybe of pub- 
lic ufe and benefit), of our efpecial gracifi 
certain knowledge, and meer motion, have giv^n 
and granted, and by thefe prefents, for Us, our 
heirs and fucceffors, do give and grant, unto the 
laid Sir Richard Steele, his executors, ad- 
rrinittrators, and affigns, efpecial licence, full 

power, 
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power, fole privilege and authority, that He the 
laid Sir Richard Steele, his executors, admi- 
ftrators, and affigns, and ercry of them, by hin> 
felf or themfelves, or by bis deputy or deputies, 
fervants or agents, or fuch others as he the faid 
Sir Richard Steele, his executors, admini- 
firators, or affigns, ftiall at any time agree with, 
and no others, from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, during the faid term of fourteen 
years, Ihall and lawfully may exercife, work, 
life and enjoy, the faid new invention of making 
and ufing fuch veffelor veflfels aforcfaid, which, 
by the ftrudure thereof, can bring filh, where- 
ever caught, to any diftant place alive and in 
health, in fuch manner as to him the faid Sir 
Richard Steele, his executors, adminiftrators, 
and affigns, or any of them, (hall in their dif- 
cretions feem meet : And that he the faid Sir 
Richard Steele, his executors, adminiftra- 
tors, and affigns, fhall and may have and enjoy 
the whole profit, benefit, commodity, and advan- 
tage, from time to time coming, growing, ac- 
cruing, and fo arifing, by reafon of the faid in- 
vention ; to have, hold, exercife, and enjoy the 
faid licence, powers, privileges, and advantages 
herein before mentioned, to be hereby granted 
unto the faid Sir Richard Steele, his exe- 
cutors, adminiftrators, and affigns, for and dur- 
ing and unto the full end and term of fourteen 
R 3 years 
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years from the date of thcfe prefents, next and 
immediately enfuing, and fully to be compleat 
and ended, according to the flatute in that cafe 
made and provided. And to the intent that the 
faid Sir ILichard Steele, his executors^ adtni- 
niftrators, and afiigns, and every of them, may 
have and enjoy the full benefit and advantage, 
and the fole ufe and exercife of the faid inven- 
tion, according to our gracious intention herein 
before declared. We do, by thefe prefents, for 
XJs, our heirs and fucceflbrs, require and ftri£Uy 
command all and every perfon and perfons, 
bodies politic and corporate, and all other our 
fubjefts whatfoever, of what eftate, quality, 
degree, name, or condition foevf^rthey be, within 
that part of our faid kingdom of Great Britain 
called England, our dominion of Wales, and 
town of Berwick qpon Tweed, that neither they 
nor any of them, at any time, during the fai4 
term of fourteen years, either direSly or indi- 
redtly, do make, ufe, exercife, or put in prac- 
tice, the faid invention, or any part of the fame, 
fo attained unto by the faid Sir Richarp Steele, 
as aforefaid ; or Iball in any wife counterfeit, 
imitate, or refemble the fame ; nor fliall make 
or paufe tp be made any addition thereto, or 
fubftradtion from the fame, whereby to pretend 
himfelf or themfelves the inventor or inventors, 
devifor or deyifqr? thereof, without the licence, 

. confent; 
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confent, or agreement of the faid Sir Richard 
Steele^ his executors, adminiftrators, or afiigns^ 
in writing under his or their hands and feals 
firft had and obtained in that behalf^ upon fuch 
pains and penialties as can or may be juftly in- 
flided on fucb offender?, for their contempt of 
this our royal command; and farther, to ,be 
anfwerable unto the faid Sir IJticHARD Steele, 
his executors, adminiftrators, and afligns, ac« 
cording to law, for all damages which he or 
they Ihall or may fuftain thereby. And more- 
over, we do by thefe prefents,. for Us, our heirs 
and fucceflbrs, will and command all gnd Angu- 
lar our juftices of the peace, mayors, flieriffs, 
bailiffs, conftables, headboroughs, and all other 
officers and minifters whatfoever, of Us, our 
heirs and fucceflbrs for the time being, that, 
they or any of them do not or Ihall not at any 
time hereafter, during the faid term hereby 
granted, in any wife moleft, trouble, or hinder 
the faid Sir Richard Steele, his executors, ad- 
miniftrators, or affignsj or any of them, or his, 
their, or any of their deputies, fervants, or 
agents, in or about the ex^rcife of the faid in- 
vention, or any thing relating thereunto. Fro- 
vided always y and thefe our letters patents arc 
and ihall be upon this condition, That if at any 
time during the faid term hereby granted, it 
JI4 ftall 
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ftall be made appear to Us, our hcirS or foe- 
eeflbrs, or any fix or more df our or their f>nvy- 
council, that this our grant is conit^ty tb te#, 
or prejudicial or inconvenifent to obt ftibjeds in 
general ; or that the fatd invetition in riot a iifeW 
invention j as to the public ufe itiQ 6!xf!refft 
thereof, within that part of dur feid klHgdefe 
Of Great-Britain called Engli^ltd, ourdbminron 
df Wales, and town of Berwick iipoh T^^edj 
or not invented and found out by tlte fdd Sir 
Richard Steele, as aforefaid ; Tli<?n, lipdW 
fignification and declaration theirebf, to Be rtiid& 
by L^s, our heirs or fticceflbrs, under our ot 
their fignet or privy- feal, or by the Lords and 
others of our or their privy- council, or ^ny fix 
or more of them, under their hands • thefe our 
letters patents fliall forthwith cejife, determine^ 
and be utterly void to all intents and purpdfesj 
any thing herein before contained to tBe con- 
trary in any wife notwithftanding. Provided 
alfo, that thefe our letters patents, or any thing 
herein contained, Ihall not ejttettd or be con^ 
ftrued to iextend to give ptivilege to the faid 
Sir Richard Steele, his ettcutors, admifii- 
ftrators, or aflSgns, oJ: any of them, to ufe, ot 
imitate, any ihvi^ntibn or w©tk whatfoever, 
which hath heretofore been found out, or in* 
vented, by any other of our fubjeds whatfo 

ever, 
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ct^cr, aiid publicly xiftd or enjoyed within that 
part of out kingdom of Great Britain called 
England, our dominion of Waks, and town o£ 
Berwick upon Tweed, unto whom like letter^ 
patents, or privileges, have been already gratit-* 
cd, as aforefaid; Our royal will and pleafure 
beings that fuch other our fubjedts, and the (aid 
Sir Richard Steele, his executors, admini- 
ftrators, and afligns, fhall diftinftly itfe and 
pradife their feveral inventions, by* them in- 
vented and found out, according to tJic true 
intent and meatiing of the fame refp^ftive let- 
ters patents, and of thefe prefents. And lajily^ 
We do by thefe prefents, for Us, our heirs and 
fucceffors, grant unto the faid Sir Richard 
Steele, his executors, adminiflrators, and af- 
figns, that thefe our letters patents, or the en- 
roljniient thereof, Ihall be in and by all things 
good, firm, valid, and efFedtual in the law ; and 
fliall be taken, conftrUed, and adjudged in the 
mod favourable and beneficial fenfe, and for 
the bed advantage of the faid Sir Richard 
Steele, his executors, adminiflrators, and 
alligns, as well in all courts of record as elfe- 
where, and by all and Angular the officers and 
miniflers whatfoever, of Us, our heirs and fuc- 
xefTors, within that part of our faid kingdom 
of Great Britain called England, our dominion 

of 
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of Wales, and town of Berwick upon Tweed, 
and amongft all and every the fubjeds of Us, 
our heirs, and fucceflbrs whatfoever and where- 
foever ; notwithftanding the not full and certain 
deicribing the nature and quality of the faid 
invention, or of the materials thereto conducing 
and belonging. In Witnefs^ fefr, 

Witnefs, i^c. 



p. ail. L 6. for « 6«,75/' r. " 61,5 pounds." 
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I ftill muft write, whatever be my doom* 
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♦^* ** In 1 7 1 8- 1 9, a controverfy was agitated, 
with great vehemence, between thofe friends of 
long continuance, Addison and Steele. It 
may be affced, in the language of Homer, what 
power or what caufe could fet them at variance. 
The fubjed af their difpute was of great im- 
portance. The earl of Sunderland propofed 
an aft called the Peerage Bill, by which the 
number of peers fhould be fixed, and the king 
reftrained from any new creation of nobility, 
unle& when an old family fhould be extind*. 
To this the lords would naturally agree ; and 
the king, who was yet little acquainted with his 
own prerogative, and, as is now well known, 
almoft indifferent to the poiTeffions of the 
crown, had been perfu^ded to confent. The 
only difficulty was found among the commons, 
who were not likely to approve the perpetual 
iBXclulion of themfelvesand their pofterity. The 
b\\\ therefore was eagerly oppofed, and among 
others by Sir Robert Walpole, whofe fpeech 
was publifhed. The lords might think their 
dignity diminiihed by improper advancements, 
and particularly by the introduction of twelve 
new peers at once, to produce a majority of 
Tories in the laft reign ; an adt of authority vio- 
lent enough, yet certainly legal, and by no 
means to be compared with that contempt of 

national 
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ftationul right, with ivhich fome time aftefi- 
wards^ by the ioftigation of Whiggifm, the 
commons, chofcn by th£ people for three years, 
chofe tbemfelves for fcycn. But, whatever, 
might be the difpofition of the brds, the people 
had no wiflat to increafc their power. The ten-* 
dency of the bill, as Steele obferved in a lettet 
to the carl of Oxford, was to introduce an Arif* 
tocracy, for a majority in the houfe of lords, fo 
limited, would have bben defpotick and irre- 
fiftible. To prevent this fubveriion of the an- 
cient eftabli0iment, Steele, whofe pen readily 
feconded his political paffions, endeavoured to 
alarm the nation by a pamphlet called the Ple- 
«EiANi To this an anfwerwas publifhed by 
Addisom under the title of the Old Whig, 
in which it 4s not difcovered that Steele 
was then known to be the advocate for the Com- 
mons. Steele replied by a fecond Plebeian; 
and, whether by ignorance 6r by courtefy, con- 
fined bimfelf to his queftion, without any per- 
fonal notice of his opj">onent. Nothing hitherto 
was committed againft the laws of frlendfhip, 
or proprieties- of decency ; but controvertifts 
cannot long retain their kindnefs for each other. 
The Old Whig anfwered the Plebeian, and 
could not forbear fome contempt o( Li tile Dicky ^ 
whofe trade it was to lurite farnphlcts. Dicky 
hi>wever did not lofe his fettled veneration for 

his 
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his friend ; but contented himfelf with quoting 
fome lines of Cato, which were at once dc- 
tedion and reproof. The bill was laid afide 
during that feffion ; and Addifon died before the 
next, in which its commitment was rejected by 
two hundred fixty-five to one hundred feventy- 
feren. Every reader furely muft regret that 
thefe two illuflrious friends, after fo many years 
paft in confidence and endearment, in unity of 
intereft, conformity of opinion, and fellowlhip 
of ftudy, ihould finally part in acrimonious 
oppofition. Such a controverfy was Bellum pluf- 
quani civile^ as Lucan exprefTes it. Why could 
not fadion find other advocates ? But, among 
the uncertainties of the human ftate, we are 
doomed to number the inftability of friendfhip. 
Of this difpute J have little knowledge but 
fromihe Biografhia Britatmica. The OldlVbii 
is not inferted in Addifon^s works, nor is it men- 
tioned by Tickell in his Life. Why it was 
omitted the biographers doubtlefs give the true 
reafon ; the fadt was too recent, and thofe who 
had been heated in the contention Were not yet 
cool." Dr. Johnson. 
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T H E P L E B E I A N, 

By a Member of the Houfe of Commons. 
N** L Saturday, March 14, 1718-19. 

Considerations upon the Reports 
relating to the peerage, 

a. 

•* — Hoc miferae Plebi — commune Sepulchrum/' 

HoR. I Sat. viii. 10. 
In this detefted ground 
A common tomb the vulgar found, Francis. 

ALL men in high flations have their ene- 
^^ mies, who are ready tofuggeft on every 
occafion whatever may tend to lefl'en their credit, 
and make them odiout to the publick. The 
perfons at prefent in great authority have been 
purfucd by this Evil Spirit ; but it would be 
unjuft to give too eafy belief to the infinuations 
of malicious people. At the beginning of this 
fcffion it was reported with much aflurance, that 
a jwonderful difcovery was made, that all the 
charters of England were forfeited into the hands 
of the Crown ; and this happy incident, as they 
called it, was to afford an opportunity of intro- 
ducing a law much for the public fervice. But 
this was fo far from being true, that the bill 
wliich came down froni the houfe of Peers was 
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a confirmation of the charters, without fo much 
as a declaration of any forfeiture. Perhaps it 
might have been true, that foime little lawj'cr 
had founcj out fome mean chicane in la,w, worthy 
enough of the purfuit, of fuch a perfon, in a 
privatig corporatipa-fquiaUWe; biK fuch a proje^, 
in order to a universal forfei^urep CQwld never 
have weight with any judicious man wJiatever. 
Nobody could be fo very a novice in bufinefs, 
or fo extravagant in politicks, as to put his 
Majefty upon an undertaking, which contri- 
buted more towards the ruin of king James, 
than any one thing, or perhaps than every thing 
elfe befides. When this report was blown oyer, 
the next thing infinuated to the publick was a 
defign of making a jeft of what juftice has been 
iBccidentally dpne to thettation, by repealing the 
attainder of one of the greateft offenders of the 
late reign. It is very certain no fuch attempt 
will be now made. There has been a juft in- 
dignation fliewn already at the bare meation of 
it, and it is unfair to charge any particular per- 
fon with having had any fuch intention ; much 
iefs Ihould a fcandalous difcourfe gain credit, 
that any great officer belonging to bis Majefty 
would correfpond abroad with an attainted fu- 
gitive, intercede for him «t home, and even 
proltitute the cbarader of an ambaflador fo low, 
as to becoaie the mefienger of a traitor. . Tbefe 
4 tvv« 
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two unjuft accufatiotis were laid at the door of 
fome great people at the beginning, and to- 
yratds the middle of this feflion ; and now at the 
end of it, the publick is alarmed at the regprt of 
another defign of a more dangerous nature than 
cither/ of thofe already mentioned. But as 
thofe former reports have not proved true, fo I 
doubt not but this will Jikewife vanifli in the 
fame manner. However, as I was ready to have 
appeared in publick on either of the former 
occaiions, if there had been a necelEty for it ; 
fo, if I am a little more forward in the prefent 
affair, I hope the importance of it will juftify 
me : and if I fhould lofe my labour, I ihall how* 
ever (hew that good intetition for the fervice of 
my Sovereign and my fellow-fubjefts with which 
I have always expofed myfelf at a dangerous 
crifis* 

It is affirmed by fome people, that a bill will 
be offered to the Houfe of Commons, in which 
the prefent i6 Peers of Scotland are to be made 
hereditary, to the cxclufioh of their eledtors^ 
and 9 more added upon the fame foot ; and 6 
more are to be added to the number of Engliih 
peers ; and then the Crown is to be reftrained 
from making any new Lords but upon the ex* 
tinfiion of familes. 

' At firft fight^ this propofal muft appear very 
Shocking; it carrier with it fo great an alter^r 

S atipn 
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ation of the conftitution ; it implies fp i^\t^& 2^ 
breach of the Uotojiy aad of natural jufticc; an4 
encroaches is much upon the prerogative of tjtie 
Crown. 

As to what relates to the S.cotti(b Peer^gf, \ 
muft confefs I am at a Ipfs to fey any thipg tg 
it. If the moft fol^eipn contraA betwixt ^w|^ 
Rations is to be violated ; if perfon^ qtr^ tq ^g 
deprived of thek right vvitbout ^eiijg h^rdi 
- and without any pretence of forfeiture ; if thpfe, 
who have a power intruded to them by theit 
principals only for a few yearsj can feize it tR 
tbemfelves and their ppftcfity for ever; wljat 
ufe will be made of power fo a)cquire4, I hr^yf 
every ope to judge. 

The Ihutting up the dpor of the Hftufe of 
Lords^ in the manner talked of, cannot bu^ 
prove a great difcouragement to virtuous a<9;ipAS) 
.to learning and induflry, and very detrimeotal 
to the Houfe of Peers itfelf, by preventing ii^k 
frequent fupplies from gomg-into it as the na- 
ture of fuch a body requires ; for want of which, 
it may in time become corrupt and. offenfive, 
Irke a ftagnated pool, which hitherto has hssn 
preferved wholefome and pure by the fse^ 
dreams that paTs continually into it. 

I am not unaware that it will be faid, That 
the frequent extinahns of families will fi^ve this 
inconvenience^ and make room for the re%vardi^g pf 

Merit* 



N* r. The I* L E B E I A N. 25^ 

Merit. ]&ut this expedient, I fear, is not much 
to be depended on ; for the uncertainty of the 
time when the Grown will have any fuch power,, 
will make it much the fame as if it was never 
to have it at all. Befides, it is to be confidered, 
that the patrons of this propofal argue vehe* 
mently for it, <p» account, that this will be a means 
to eafe the Crown from the great importunity of 
Pretenders to Peerage. If fo, it is certain in 
what manner they will proceed in all vacancies, 
which will be by filling them up inftantly; o^ 
elfe the inconvenience would be increafed as to 
importunity, and not diminifhed. This being 
the cafe, it is very evident by what fort of people 
thofe vacancies will be fupplicd ; undoubtedly 
by the creatures and relations of thofe Peers 
who have at that time the greateft influence in 
the Houle, and whofe requefts to the^Throne 
will very much refemble demands ; and this 
honour, in all probability, will only be thought 
proper for their own families. An inftance of 
this we have in the diftindion of the Garter. 
At the firil inftitution of that order, and till of 
late years, feveral Commoners had the hooour 
(as the reward of merit) to be of that noble 
body : but at prcfent it would be looked upon 
as a high prefumption in any Commoner to pre- 
tend to it, let his fcrviccs be never fo great. 

S 2 But 
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But another confequencc, of a much higher 
nature, attending the limitation of the number 
of Peers, is the danger there will be of chang- 
ing the Conftitution by this means into an Arif- 
tocracy ; and this may at any time in fuch cafe 
be effected by the confederacy of two or three 
great families, which would form fuch a body 
amongft the Lords as the Crown would not be 
able to controul. That this kind of government 
is one of the worft forts of flavery, is too well 
known to be difputed. In a Democracy a great 
many different perfons may come to have aihare 
of power by feveral incidents ; but in the other 
flate it is birth only that entitles to fuperiority ; 
and the milk fuch Nobles are nurfed up with, 
is hatred and contempt for every human creature 
but thofc of their own imaginary dignity^ 

Thefe being fome of the inconveniences and 
hazards which naturally occur upon this pra- 
pofal, let us fee what are the advantages which 
on the other hand, it is faid, will flow from it. 

Firjiy ^^ That this will be a bar upon the 

^' Crown, and prever^t the King upon the throne 

*' from flinging-in a great number of Lords on 

^^ a fudden, only to anfwer a prefent purpofe, 

** as the late Queen once did." 

Secondly^ ^^ That it will be a means to keq) 
«^ property or great eftates in the Houfe of 

^«Com* 
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«* Commons^, from whence they are generally 
** drawn out into the Houfe of Peers.'* 

Thefe are faid to be fuch plain Whig-points, 
as no Whig can bppofe, 

Whiggifm, if I underftand it aright, is a de- 
fire of Liberty, and a fpirit of Oppofition to all 
exorbitant Power in any part of the Confti- 
tution. Formerly the danger on this account 
was from the Crown ; but fince the Habeas 
Corpus Aft, and the many Reftraints laid upon 
the Crown in JCing William's Time, and the 
great and numerous Limitations of the Suc- 
ceffion Ads, the Prerogative of the Crown is re- 
duced fo low, that it is not at all dangerous to 
the 'Commons. Befides, the Crown has fre- 
quent occaiions for the affiftance of the Com- 
mons ; but the Lords never. The Lords are 
judges of the property of the Commons in the 
laft refort ; and even in cafes where they them- 
fclves are concerned, they have their aftions de 
Scandalis Magnafum, and exercife a power of 
imprifoning, not confined within any very cer- 
tain boundaries. And therefore the chief cir- 
cumfpeftion of the Commons ought to be em- 
ployed at prefent, that thofe who have fo much 
power already do not get more than the Com^ 
mons will be able to withftand in any manner. 
I confefs the making a great number of Lords 
ijn a fudden has one inconvenience ; it may pre- 
S 3 vent 
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vent fonve good to the publick, but cannot do 
any great hurt, and is more grievous in its con- 
fcquences to the Crown than to the People. 
The; increafing the number of Peers is always 
to be wilhed for by the Commons, becaufe the 
greater their number, the left confiderable they 
become, and the lefs within the influence of 
Court favours ; by which means alone Minifters 
are kept in awe, and remain in a fituation of 
being called to account for their aftions. Were 
it otherwife, they would be out of the reach of 
any accufation. They would know exactly by 
whom they were to be tried, and their Judges 
might be their accomplices. And fliould this 
once come to be the cafe, what might they not 
attempt with impunity ? 

On the other hand, if their Lordfliips com- 
plain of the great number of Peers as a grievance 
to themfelves, why are they defirous any more 
ihouid be made ? If twelve at once was fo bad 
a precedent, what is fifteen, taking it in one 
light? what is thirty-cme, if you take it m 
another ? 

If, at the Union, fixtecn Scottifti Noblemen 
were found to be a j Oft proportion to reprefent 
their whole Nobility, what has happened fince, 
to give r^afon to increafe their number to twenty- 
fi\e? Why may they not' as well a few years 
hence, efpecially if the head of a clan is to be 

taken 
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taken in, who majrriot like the fet of Nobles 
at tha< time, demand to be made fifty, to 
givfe his foUov^ers the majority ; and lb from 
tiriie to time continue to play the gdme into 
each other's hands, as long as there is one Noble- 
man left in Scotland, or any Civil Lift in 
Eriglaiid > If the Gdmmbners of England are to 
be excluded frona the Hbufe of Ldrds, why are 
they hot e^ccldded forthwith ? It Cannot be fup- 
pofed thdt trtlfes in petto are kept ori porpofc to 
tttibe pcrfdns of confequcnce in the houfe of 
Oteimons, td drive fiich a bill through thatpart 
of thfe Lcgillature. 

Uptei the f6otthe Conftitution has fubfifted 
rn^hf yesirs, the Grown, in all great emergencies 
relating itnmediately to itfelf, has been able to 
fence againft the Lords by adding to their 
mwnber, and again ft the Commons by diffo- 
hitiont; and in like manrier in Cafes of difference 
betwixt the two Houfes. But if fuch a law as 
is mentioned above fliould be made, afnd any 
difference happen hereafter betwixt the Crown 
and the Houfe of Peers, or betwixt the Two 
Houfes of Parli^trtent, the Cro\Vn may not have 
if in' it^ povitr to influeftce the Lords in relation 
to the Commons. And therefore it muil.be the 
inevitable confecjilence of fuch a misfortune, 
that both the Crown and the Commons muft 
fubmit to the Lords. In former times, the 

S 4 greateft 
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greateft art and care of the Crown and Mi- 
nifters ufed to be the preventing of jealoufies 
and differences betwixt the two Houfes. This 
popofal, I fear, would be raifing an implacable 
animofity and hatred, fparce ever to be recon- 
ciled. 

The great advantage that the number of their 
body cannot be increafed, is atprefent the moft 
valuable privilege of the Commons, and the 
only thing that makes them confiderablc. The 
Lords are poffeffcd of many great privileges that 
they will not permit the Commons tolhare with 
them ; and therefore the Commons would be 
highly wanting to themfelves, if they ihould 
add this advantage likewife to the Lords, which 
is the only one that they enjoy diftind: from 
them. • / 

It has been ufed as an argument, by feme 
people, for the increafing the number of the 
Lords, ^^ That the Crown formerly increafed the 
^^ number of the Commons, in particular in 
^* Queen Elizabeth's reign.'* But I defire it may 
be underftood, that the fending members to Par- 
liament at that time was not defired as a favour, 
but impofed as a burden. Queen Elizabeth 
ereded feveral new corporations; but then the 
reafon for it was, Ihe relieved feveral antieht and 
decayed pnes from fending any Members at all. 

AncJ 
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And how little this refembles the prefent cafe is 
caGly perceived. 

The other advantage^ which it is faid will 
accrue from this propofal^ is, " That it will be 
<^ a means to keep property amongft the Coin« 
*' mons.'' 

I cannot fee that there is occafioa for (b ex- 
traordinary a ftep as this is, and accompanied 
ivith fo maay evils, \p procure us this aflurance. 
Property or wealth in every age flows £sfter back 
to the Commons by the extinftion of families^ 
but much more by the want of oeconomy in the 
Peers, than it is drawn from them by the pro- 
motions of the Crown. Befides, we fee eftates are 
often extinct before families ; and property is 
very rarely increafcd in the Houfe of Peers. 
Jndeed, if a retraining bill Ihould pafs, I do not 
doubt but it would foon be followed with a bill 
to prevent Lords from alienating their eftates, 
for which many plaufible reafons are to be pro- 
duced; and then, without all difpute, the ba- 
lance of property would be foon turned on the 
^de of their Lordihips. ' 

Thefe are all the arguments I have heard for 
this fpppofed bill ; which is neither a Whig nor 
a Tory point, but would be afchemethat might 
hereafter fet up fome Nobles above the Crown 
jind the Commons both. For as to what is 
fommonly faid. That the Lords would get no- 

thing. 
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tking, no new po^cr ^6tild be added tb them by 
this means ; I beg leave to ftate thh ffittt^r Ift 
a proper light. Suppt>fe thtf balMcc to ht nbw 
even betv^ixt the Lords Atld the Ctdvfti; ai H fcfet^ 
tainly 4S^ dr elfe the ConftitUti^ iiihAd not fOy- 
fift in quiet ; is it not plain to the moft cdftimbri 
c«ptejtyi that when two fcalfetf aft upoli §t\ 6'^ual 
ptoifc^ if you take any weight dut of 6n* 6f 
them^ ytftt giVe the advantage t6 the other, with-: 
oBt puling any thing into it > 

How ds[ngerot»s it may ptove to vatry the 
bahrvce of power in a limited Monarchy, we may 
learn fr^m th? ruin of one of the b!eft-fouiided 
Governnijents amongft thcAntients. Tkc ori- 
ginal powej, the Epboti^ in the Laeed^mooiati 
ftate, were invefted with, befides Ihat of being 
part of the Legiflature, was chiefly the detirmin- 
ing law-matters rciapng to private codtrada^ and 
fuch-Kkebufinefs; In the abfdnce of their Kings 
they compofed the Regency t " Regtitn ab*i 
*^ lent am vicarii crant/ ' Is the e^pr6ffion madt 
ufe of by Cr^gs, de Rep. Lac. p. 76* Btit 
afterwards, upon the dimiiliJition of the R-egal 
authority (which indeed was voluntarily^ com- 
plied with by their King, is I ihrfU fliew by and 
by), their power grew immenfe, ** Eorum po- 
*^ teftas in immenfum auda eft/' Crags, ibid. 

They adminiftered every thing of confc- 
quence : they difpofed of the public treafure 2 

they 
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they influenced the affembly.of the people, and - 
made tbeni vote for peace or war, as they thought 
fit; ^* Concionem populi regebant; bellum pa- 
^* cemqucconcionisfuffragiisfcifcebant." Ubbo 
Emius, de Rebus GrsciSj p. 293. They made or 
broke treaties; they raifed or difbanded the army. 
In fine, they had or ufurped the right of reward- 
ing or punifliing whom and when they ple^fed. 
At laft they took upon theni to dethrone, or 
imprifon, or execute, their Kings themfelves, 
Theopompus, King of Sparta, was advifed 
againft giving way to the diminution of the royal 
dignity, by which the power of thofe Magifti'ates 
'grew fo great : but he declared he did it, to 
fettle the government by that means Upon a 
more lafting foundation ; ** ut diuturniorem 
*' poteftatem relinqueret.'' Crags, p. 74. 

This unwary ftep proved fatal both to the 
Crown and the People, and ended in the ruin 
of the Conftitution. Theopompus was one of 
the moft virtuous, moft moderate, and inoft 
gracious Princes amongft all the Spartan Kings. 
It appeared evidently by this very inftance of 
his wiUingnefs to part with the power of the 
Crown for the good of his People : but for that 
very reafon the People Ihould not have fuffered 
the authority of the Crown to have been weak.- - 
encd ; but Ihould rather have added to it, fince 
power could riot be lodged any wh^re elfe fo 

much 
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much for their fafcty and advantage. When 
the Prince had no longer force enough to re- 
ftrain the many-headed Sovereignty, it bore 
down all that ftood in its way^ as we have heard ; 
9nd in the end grew fo infupportable, that the 
People, to be delivered from fo vile a llavery, 
fubofiitted to the ufurpation of a private perfon, 
who, to the fatisfadion of revenging them upon 
their opprcflTors, added this fingle aft of grace: 
he wiped off all the public debts at once ; 
*^ ut plebem ciemulferet, ses alienum univerfum 
•* dclevit/' Emmius, p. 349. " Et refpublica 
" in Tyrannidem converfa eft/' Crags, p. 72. 

Thofe who are defirous to confult the Author 
himfelf, whom I have chiefly quoted on this oc- 
.cafion, muft have recourfe to his book of the 
Lacedemonian government, printed 1593, ^P"^ 
Pctrum Santandreanum. It appears by the dedi- 
cation of this treatife, that he was a follower of 
the firft minifter of the Court of Denmark, upon 
whom he folely depended to make his fortune, 
•• tuo patrocinio falus mea conftituta/' Ep, Ded. 
The charaftcr Ubbo Emmius (a great Lawyer 
of that age, who was a fort of rival to my 
Author) gives of Crags, is, Th^t h^ was a ppr- 
fon of great boldnpfs ^nd indqftry, ^* aufu & 
•* induftria/' Pref. to De Reb. Graec. but not fo 
happy in his judgment. But, begging pardoh 
for this digreffion^ which is only intended for 

tbf 



N* I. The PLEBEIAN- 269 

the curious, and to return to my fubjeft. There 
arc other and njore modern inftances, and living. 
Hiftorians of our own, who can fatisfy us, that 
too great a power in the hands of the Nobility 
has brought on the ruin of many free nations. 
This was the cafe of Sweden a few years ago, as 
appears plainly from the yery ingenious labours 
of a venerable Prelate * of the prefent houfe of 
Peers, This was the cafe of Denmark, of which 
a very accurate account has been given by a 
noble Lord f of a neighbouring kingdom, a 
meraJjer of the Houfe of Commons. Nothing 

♦ Dr. John Robinfon, at tliat time Biihop of ^London, had in his 
younger days been a confiderable time Envoy at the Court of Su'eilen; 
ami puWifhed ** The Hiftory of Livonia" in 1706. See flirtlier particcN 
lars of him in *• Biihop Atterbury's Epiftolary Correfpondencc, 
** 1789," vol.1, p. 43^. 

f Robert Lord Vifcount Moleiwoith was fent Envioy extraordiiia»y 
to Denmark by King William in 1652. After a refidencQ of three 
years, fome particulars in his conduft difobliging his Daniih Majefty, he 
was forbid the Court. Pretending bufinefs in Flanders, he retired tliitlier 
without any audience of leave, aed came from thence home : ^viiere ks 
was no fooner arrived, than he drew up " an Account of Denmark ;** 
in which he reprefentcd the government of that country to be arbitrary 
and tyrannical. This piece was greatly refented by Prince George of 
Denmark, confort to the Princcfs, afterwards Queen Anne ; aiui. 
Scheel, the Daniih Envoy, firft prefented a raemoi i;d to King Williahi, 
complaining of it, and tlien furnifhed materials for an anfwer, which 
was executed by Dr. William King of the Commons. From King's 
account it appears, that Molefwoith's offence in Denmark was, his 
boldly pretending td fome privileges, which, by the cnflom of the 
country, are denied to every boily but the King ; as travelling the King's 
road, aad hunting the King's game : which being done, as is repre- 
fented, in defiance of oppofitlon, cccafioned the rupture between the 
Envoy and that Court. In the mean time his book was weU received 
by the publickj ;)nd tran dated into feveral IaQgu.iges. 

X can 
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can be better wrir, or tiiore inftrudive to any 
one that values liberty, than the narrative of 
that tragedy in that excellent treatife, I wifli 
gentlemen would fee there, how Commoners 
were treated by the Nobility when th^y had 
the power over them. This noble Lord will 
inform them, that ** they laid heavy im- 
*^ pofhions on the Commons at pleafure ; which 
** weight they themfelves would not touch with 
•' one of their fingers/' And when the Com- 
mons prefumed to complain, though they were 
juil come ^^ from faving, from a foreign yoke, 
** not only the capital city of their country, but 
** the whole kingdom, the Royal Family, nay 
•* tbofe very Nobles that dealt fo hardly by 
*^ them :*' I fay, when the Commons ventured 
to complain, let any Englilhman but hear the 
anfwer that was given them : " A principal 
** Senator,^' fays bis i.ordfliip, ** flood up, and 
** in great anger told the Prefident of the city, 
*' that the Commons neither underftood nor 
•* confidered the privileges of the Nobility, nor 
** the true condition of themfelves, who were 
^ no other than ilaves.'* The Commons, fired 
with indignation at this treatment, and refolving, 
if they were to be Haves, to be flaves to their 
Prince, rather than flaves to their fellow-fubjedts!, 
inflantly fur rendered all their liberties to tbck 
King; and the Lords were forced to follow their 

example 
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tjf2iffijp^ Yiltk fo tm^k halle, that ^^ in four 
f* days ti^ie th^t kingdom was Ghanged/' fays 
9iy noJ?l? ai>d ^oneft Avith9r>^^ to a^ablpJbuie a 
V MpRatchy a? ^ny in tke whote worid/^ 

}n ibo^, it has b^en fox wr aotient Cpiiffi* 

tutioj) th#t yre have i^ruggjed: with fo mucli 

yigpiir fpii many y«ari| tpg/atlpier: it i$ for thaC 

w^ l^ve pwf ed oqt a river pf Englift bJpQ^^ 

9ii4 a trfs^fupe unhe^rd-pf in any former age* 

This pgnftitution ttia^y have its imperfe<aions j 

h^t^ faulty as it is, our appellors have coiiveyc4 

dipwn I4j3crty to us throi^gh that qli;apnel : and 

W« PM&ht tp cpntinue if on, ^$ well as we can, 

Ift o^r pofterity, ^nd not give way to the newr 

mpdelUng fchemes of every extraordioarygeijiusi 

}% wqx^H pert^inly be niew-modellbg the Conftl*- 

t^tion in a grjeat roeafure, to take a cpnfiderablc 

p^rt of what ppwer is left to the Crown from 

th^ Grown, and by that m^ans add very much to 

the pjpwer pf the Lords. 

Befi^es, it istpbe remembered, that the evil, 
^bich ra^y be brougjht upon the. CpiTHnpns by 
Ithis mean?, will be irretrievable. Thqfe pjeripn^ 
d€;€^ive thepi|clves, who think, th^t if fuch a 
ism lhoi)ld prpve deftrudive, it m^y b^ annulleci, 
nf^tl^jfig being more ufual than for one Parlis^ 
ment tp repea^l the adits of another. Thi$ is trut 
ff\ ppfBtiipQ qafes, becaufe almoft all lawB relate 
fp c¥efy P^rt of the Legiflature, and any incoii^ 
4 venience 
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▼enience is felt in fbme meafure by each of 
them : but this will be a law which will relate 
chiefly^ nay folely, to the Lords ; and, whatever 
injury the Crown or the Comnions may receive 
by it, their Lordihips will be very fenfible of the 
advantage of it to themfelves : and nothing can 
be more vain, thaii to imagine that the Com- 
mons will be ever able to Ibake off any exor- 
bitant power that the Lords Ihall be once pof- 
feffcd of, unlefe it be by an univerfal deftruftion, 
like thofe juft mentioned, which will fwallow 
Lords and Commons and all Eftates together. 
For which reafons, this projeft, if it (hould evef 
be offered to the Commons, is not only to be 
oppofed with all the zeal imaginable, but every 
ftcp, every attempt towards it, is to be detefted. 
He that gives the power of blood, is ^.muf* 
derer ; and he that gives the power of tyraany^ 
is a tyrant. I fliall add but one. word more : 
The greateft tray tor to civil fociety that ever yet 
appeared, will be the man, if fuch a one can be 
found, who Ihall contend for fuch a bill^ fhould 
it be propofe<J amongft the Commons, with the 
affurance in his pocket of being a Peer as foon 
as the bill pafles : and fliould he fucceed (which 
God forbid I) that honour, which is to be the re- 
ward of fo bafe a treachery, will be a lafting 
mark of infamy to the family that bears it, 
whilft any notion of honefty remains amongft 
mankind. 

T HE 
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T H E O L D W H, I G, 

N° I. Thursday, March 19, 1718-19. 
On the State of the Peerage.. 

iv I T H ^ 

Remarks vvo.^j tUe Plebeian. 
<< quod optanti Divum prpmlttere nemo 



^* Auderct, volvciido dies en attulit ultro." 

ViRG. ^n. ix. 7. 

What nolle of all the Gods could grant thy vows, 
That, Turn us, this aufpicioua day beftows. 

Dryden. 

I FIND that men, who have turned their 
thoughts to what is now the" great fubjed, 
not only of our parliamentary debates, but of 
6ur private cotiverfation, are apt to complain, 
it is a matter of fuch a pefple:jtt nature, and 
admits of fo many argurtients on either iSde, that 
they are rather bewildered than' inftrudted, hy 
what they have heard in difcourfe, or feen irt 
print, upon this occafion. But, as I think this 
perplexity does not arife in mens minds from 
the nature of the thing itfelf, fo much as from 
the way of handling it, I (hall endeavour to 
draw out the whole ftate of this affair with 
fuch brevity and method, as may neither tire 

T nor 
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nor puzzle the reader; but carry his thoughts 
through a feries of obfervations and arguments, 
that will regularly grow out of one another, and 
fet this matter in its full light ^. 

I. Thofc 

* Among the pamphlets occafioned by the Peerage Bill, we may 
reckon, « The Thoughts of a Member of the Lower Houfe, in re- 
*'lationto a prqje<ft for reftraining and limiting tlie Power of the 
'* Crown, in the future creation of Peers. Printed for J. Roberts^ 
" Price 3d." 

** Si violandum jus, regnandi caufa violaiidum. 
«* Better to reign in Hell, than fei-ve in Heaven; 

" Devil's Speech in Milton's Paradife Lofi.** 

Publiflied March 17, 1718-19. [This was written by Mr. Afgill.] 

^ Some Confiderations relating to the Peerage of Great Britain ; 

<* wherein the Argiunencs for the Reafonablenefs and Expediency ef a 

" Bill fajd to be depending are flated pro and con. Printed for Bez. 

'* Creake. Price 6d." March ig. 

" A Letter from a Member of the Houfe of Commons to a Gentle* 
" man without doors, relating to the BiU' of Peerage lately brou^ 
*' into the Houfe of Lords j together with two Speeches, for and againft 
••■ the Bill, fuppofed to 1)e fpoke in the Houfe of Commons. Printed 
•*forJ Roberts, Price IS." March 19. 

** Confiderations concerning. the Nature and Confequences of the Bill 
** now depending in Parliament, relating to the Peerage of Great Bri- 
** tain, in a Letter from one Member of the Houfe to another. Printed 
*' for J. Roberts, Price 4d." March 19. 

" The Old Whio." March 19. [Two Numbers only j both here 
preferved.] 

" Some Reflections upon a Pamphlet called The Old Whig. Bjr 
** the Author of the Thoughts of a Member of the Lower Houfe. 
*' The Evils that I liave done cannot be fafe 
" But by attempting greater ; artd I find 
w A Spirit within me chides my fluggilh Hands, 
** And fays, go on/* Vid. Catiline's Confpiracy.^ 

» ** Fledlere ft nequeo fuperos, Acheronta movebo. 
« Printed for y. Roberts, Price 6d." March 20. 
•< Two Lifts, fhewing the alterations that have been made in the 
<* Houfe of Commons, from the Bcgiiitting of the Reigu of King Henry 

" Vlll. 
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I . Thofe who are thought the bell writers lipbti 
Government, both Antieiits and Moderns, have 
unanimoufly agreed in opinion, that the moft 
perfeft and reafonable form is a miict GoVerrf- 
ment, in oppofition to that of aiiy fingle perfoff, 
or any fingle order of men. For whether the 
Supreme,, that is, the Legiflative Power, be 
lodged entirely in a Prince, or in an Ariflocracy, 
or in a Democracy, it is flill looked upon as 
Tyrannical, and not properly calculated for the 
happinefs of the whole Community.. 

2i It is.alfo eftabliihed as a maxim among 
Political Writers, that the divifion of the Su- 
preme or Legiflative Power is moft pe|fe6t;, when 
it is diftributed into three branches.' ' If it all 

<' VUI. to the End of that of Kiiig James I. And in the Houfe of PeerS| 
<« from the Accdffion of King James I. to this Tim*. Printed for J. . 
*' Roberts, Price 6d." March 20. 

" An exaft Lift of the Peers of Scotland at the Time of the Union. 
<i Printed for J. Morphew, Price ad." March ai. [This and the pre- 
ceding article are prefervedinthe " Political State, 17 19," vpl. XVII.] 
** Some Confiderations humbly offered relating to the Peerage of 
'* Great Britain. By a Gehtlerfian. 

'< Res Italas armis tnteris, moribus om^s, 
*VLegibus emendes. Hpr, Ep. ad Auguftam, ver. i# 

« Printed for Bcz. Creake, Price 6d." . March 21. 
<* The PATRICIAN. To be continued Weekly. N^ I. Being Coa- 
*^ fiderations on the Peerage. In anfwer to the PLEBEIAN. 

" that fms againft his Reafon, 

^* Calls fawcy loud Sedition Public Zeal, 
'* And Mutiny the Didates of his Spirit." OtiVay's Qrphin, 
«' By one who is neither a Knight, nor a Member of the Houfe of 
'« Cotamons. Printed for J. Roberts. Price 3d." March 21. 

Three other Numbers of this Work appeared, which will all h<f 
diuly noticed as they arifb ia order of time, 

T 2 cenffert , 
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c^nter^in one man, or in a body of men of the 
famt quality, it is that foria of Qovernmeot 
vvhijch h called , Tyrannical. If ijt fee thrown into 
i.'vyo Uc^nch^R, jtrwants a Cajfting Power, and n 
under luch adivickd authority as wcKild often 
dTawtwodifibrent ways^and produce f^nae time or 
other fuch a difcord as would cixpofe ttie w^ker 
to that which liad oxofl ftrength in it, and by 
degrees end i» a fingle authority. If it confift 
of four Branches, it wants lifccwife a Cafting 
Power^ and isi liable to. the fame inconveniences 
as when it is compofed of Two. And if it be 
diviided into five or more parts, it neceflarily 
runs into conf ufion, and will not long retain either 
the form or the name of Government. For 
this reafoh, three branches in a Legillature have 
been always, fix^d lip<% as thje proper number; 
bccaufe it affords a CaftiBg Power, and may 
mpdei;ate apy heats in any two coixtendii^ 
branches, and overpower the third in cafe il 
fliould prove unreafonable, or refufe to coflpie 
into meafures apparently n^ce^ry for the good 
and prefervation of the CpjiiTnunity. 

3. The moft natural and equitable divifion 
ot thefe three branches of the Legiflature is the 
Regal, the Noble, and * the Plebeian ; becaufe 
the whole Community is caft under thefo feveral 
heads, ai^id has not in it a fingle M^O^tie?? who. 

is 
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of fudhaGbftftlttition. *' '^■■\ 

4i Itt fhfe fieifc place'it'is neceflary'that thefe 
three branchfej ffiSuId be en-tirely ftparat^ ahci 
dirflinia from tach 6the?, fo that^ itb one of therfi 
may He tad muehf under tM ibflUetiCe and con- 
troul of eithet of the cbHateral Branched, for 
rf t)rie'p'M df tlie LegiOatufe htay'ariy ways l)e 
kweft^d Wkfe a power to foi'ce c^hher 6f the other 
Two to (iorietir with it, the Legiliative Power is 
in #edity, whatever it may pretend to, divided 
ijfito nb' ifeofc than Two Blanches. 

5, It H^ ihe iiTual boail: of Eiiglilhmen, that 
our Gkyvernmeiit is fixed u^^bn this triple bafis, 
which has'befen allowed even In fpecblatiori, 
and that hy perfons who ^obid have no eye to 
duf Conftitution, a form the nioft accommodated 
to the happin^ft of a 'Community, and the moft 
Kkely to ftand fecure in its own feength. But 
if upon' examination one branch of its Legifla- 
ture is liable on any occaiion to be entirely 
maftered and controled by one of the other, it 
it is certain that nothing can be more de.firable 
than fuch an improvement in our Copftitution 
as may remove out of it this vifible imperfedion. 
If a King has power, when he pleafes,.to add^ 
^hkt nurnber he Ihall think fit to a body of 
i<?ables whohave a vote In the Legiflature, it is 
i^lalii he itiUy fecure his pbirit in that branch of 
T 3 the 
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^he Legiilature, and by tjiat means command 
two votes out of three. This has made many 
aflcrt, and I wilh I could hear a fetisfadlory 
anfweir to it, that there are not properly more 
thian two branches in our Legiflature, notwithf 
(landing we flatter oprfelyes that they are three, 
6. In this cafe, a precarious power of Nobles, 
fo far fubjedt to the Regal Power in their legi- 
flatiye capacity, might fometimes be more per- 
nicious to»the publick than if the power of both 
the Branches were confeffedly ynited in the 
Sovereign ; bccaufe we inight well fuppofe ^ 
bad King would fcarce ventuire upon fome 
things, were the whole odiur^ of theaa to turn 
wpon himfelf J whereas a body of Peerage, 
0iould they only be created in an emergency 
to carry any unjuftifiable defigp, would ferve to 
divert or filence the mvirmurs of the publick.. 
7. It is a known faying of a late Britifh King, 
f* That if bis friends could gain him a Houfe . 
'f of Commons, he would throw his troop qf 
^^ guards iiito the Houfe of Lords, rather thaq 
*' inifcarry in hi$ meafures/* And whether 
\t is poffibl? for a Court to gain a Houfe pf Com- 
mons of what completion they pleafe, and what 
would be the confequences at fome tim^ pr other 
pf their fuccefs in Uich an attempt, whilft the 
(Crown is poffeft of a certain riieans, by virtue 
cjf its prerogative, of filling the Houfe of Lords 

Witl} 
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with Its own creatures, are points too evident 
in themfelves to be infifted upon. 

8. The foregoing reflections are like firfl 
principles that have fcarce been ever called into 
difpute, and have not only been the avowed 
maxims of thofe who have been diftinguilhed 
by the name of Whigs, but have furnilhed 
matter of complaint to every party in its turn. 
This power of the Prerogative has always occi- 
fioned murmurs, when either fide has found it 
exerted to their prejudice. We have often 
wiflied for a redrefs of it, and have now an op- 
portunity of coming at it, which if we do not 
lay hold of is not likely to offer itfelf again fa 
long as we are a people. 

9. It is propofed, to prevent thofe many in- 
conveniencies which may arife from an arbitrary 
creation of Peers, in what proportion and at 
what time the Sovereign Ihall pleafe, to reftrain 
the Peers to a certain number. It is evident 
that fuch a law would remedy thofe many evils 
that may proceed from fuch fudden and nu- 
merous additions which have been made to the 
Houfe of Lords in the moft critical conjundlures. 
But I find there are objeftions made to this ex- 
pedient, from the confequences it would have 
upon the Crown. 

10. It is reprefented, that It will be the cut- 
ting off a branch from the Prerogative. But if 

T 4 this 
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Ithis be only the cptting off a branch which U 
pernicious to the publick, it is certainly a very 
gopd arguir.ent for doing it, when we can ; and 
that this Power is of fuch a nature, can fcarce 
^dmit of a difpute. Befides^ that the Crown, 
far from being leffencd by it, will receive a* 
greater luftre, by partino; with a Prerpgatiyp 
tKat'has. fo often, ^iven offence, apd may fame 
ti'ihe turn to the deftru(5tion gf the fubject. 
. J I • The Crown, as a branch of the Legi" 
flature, cannot defirq a greater Prerogative thar^ 
that qF a Ne^atiye^ in the paffing of alawj 
UiM a$ ijt plight not, to influenGe either Ho.ufe in 
jhe|r debates, what^ cap ^ good Kingdefire more 
than the power of approving or rejedlipg aujr 
fuel; bm as cannpt pais into a law without the 
Royal Affent?, ' ' • 

/ 12. The Cro.wn will have flill all the power 
;n it^f d,oing j^ood to the people,' in which the 
rrerpgatiye of our Britifti Kings will be ftill un- 
limited, la flidrt, it neither touches the exe- 
cutive nor the legillative power of the Crown, 
por takes away th.e Prerogative of crea.ting Peer?, 
but only of dpiug it in fuch a nianner as {^cms 
repugnant to feafon and juflice. T^e Britifii 
King wjrt Ititrbe the fource of Nobility, and 
liold in hirnfelf the prfhciple of Peerage, though 
^t is not to be laviflied away on multitudes, 

or 
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or g^vcn oceafionaUy to the detriiutDt of the 
publick. .• - r 

13. Befides, what does the Cro.vn do more in 
parting with a branch of its Prerog..tiv^% than 
vvhat the two, pther . parts of. the ^egiflatu^re 
have frcquej^tjy done,, with reg:.icl to their re^ 
fpecftive bodies^ when, they have fouj^d any of 
their rights orprivilpges-prejudunal rathe Cojti- 
munity ? All fuch^ Iclf denying ajds are.of ^ 
popular Dg.tv>r&, ^au4 Ixave b.euT p^flTtd watb.the 
good-liking and. applaufeof their fellovy fubjeds^ 
Nay the Crown has never rnore reco^jimended 
itfdf to the afFedti^^n of the people, than wbea 
it has retrenched itfelf ia any exorbitance, of 
Power that did not feem confiftent with^ their 
liberty ; as in paffing the bill of Habeas Corpus, 
and that for eftablilhing Trienitnial Parliaments^ 

14. Indeed, were this a point extqirted, from 
the Crown in. its neceflities, . it might be ge- 
nerous at fuch a juncture to appear in the de* 
fence of the Prerogative ; but this is not our 
cafe:, we are only difputing whether we (hall ac- 
cept of a voluntary conceflion made by the So* 
vereign himfclf, who out of his unparalleled 
goodnefs has ihown, by this inftance, that he 
places the true dignity of a Britifli Monarch, 
where it always ought to be placed> in the li- 
berty of his people, 

15. Having 
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15. Having confidercd this alteration pro- 
pofcd to be made in our Conftitution with rela- 
tion to the Crown, let us now confider it with 
regard firft to the Houfe of Commons, and in 
the next place to the whole body of the Englilh 
commonalty; and if we find that it will prove 
advantageous in its confcquences under both 
thefe views, it is undoubtedly an alteration very 
inuch to be wiflied for, 

1 6, The number of Peers is in a few reigns in- 
creafed from 59 to near 220; and there is no 
queftioh but that in as few fucceeding reigns 
their prefent number will be doubled ; nor will 
pbfterity be able to fee an end of them, unlefs 
it be timely prevented. Nay, we have all the 
rcafon in the w^orld to apprehend that their 
number will hereafter fwell in greater pro- 
portions than it has done hitherto. It is a ge- 
neral remark, that fince the aft has paffed for 
triennial eleftions. Commoners of great eftatcs 
are more deiirous than ever of gaining a place 
in the Upper Houfe, which will exempt them 
from fuch a conflant dcpendance on their 
electors, and the frequent returns of trouble 
and expence in their eleftions. At leaft it is 
natural to fuppofe that every King will make 
Ibch additions as will give his friends a ms^- 
jority ; nay, if we may conclude from expe- 
rience, every^ Minift^r who differs in his po- 

litifj^s 
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liticks from his predeceflbr, will bring to his> 
aflSftance a fufBcient number to turn the balance 
ip his favour. And it is obvious to every one 
how quiclc'is the fuccefl^on gf Miniflers in this, 
country, 

17. The firft good confequence, therefore, of 
the propofed alteration to the Houfe of Com- 
mons will be this. That it will fill that Houfe 
with men of the largeft fortunes, and the greatefl: 
abilities ; for we may well fuppofe that fuclji 
men will fet themfelves forward to be elected 
into fuch a feat, when it is the higheft honour 
they can have immediately in view. By this, 
means, thofe will be the Reprefentatives of the 
people, who have the greateft flake among 
them. Thpfe will have the giving of money in 
their power, wto have the moft of it in their 
pofleffion. But, above all, the influence of the 
Houfe of Commons, and confequently of all 
the Commons of England, will preferve itfelf 
in its due ftrength ; for, of all maxims, none is 
more uncontefted than that pow^r follows 
property. But what additional ftrength would 
this give the Houfe pf Lprds, if the richeft 
Members of the Houfe of Comp^ons may be 
draughted put pf it in fuch numbers as^ the 
prefent frain? of pur Cpnftitution permits ? Ngr, 
would the incpnvenience be lefs with refpedt to 
fppn of great parliamentary abilities^ if, inftca4 

Qf 
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of continuing to add weight and authority ta 
the Lower Houfe, they tilay l>e caUed up at any 
time to cntplo}^ the fame abilities in aggrandizing 
tHe figure of another Houfe. 

18. And as the propofed alteration will be a 
proper means to give a f?gure'to'the Houfe of 
(iommorvs, fo will it Ttkewife be a'n expedient 
to preferve tKeir integrity,^ it vvJlf t^ke off one 
method, and Meed the mofteffecStuar method, 
<>f-bribing mer^ cf over-grown fortuncs.^ When 
B Peerage dangles before the eyes of the moft 
wealthy Commoner, it may have charms in it to 
one, who would have a contempt for any offers 
of another kind, A man's ambition is as fuf- 
ceptibte of bribes as his avarice, and it (hould 
be the care of a Legiflature to cut off all temp- 
tations to corruption in the one as well as the 
other. It is true, the alteration propofed would 
not utterly remove the influence of tuch a mo- 
tive ; but it would certainly very much weaken 
it, and render it infinitely niore ineffcdual than 
what it is at prefcnt. 

19. If this method reflrains men of the 
greateft figure of the Lower Houfe from iraking 
their wayfo eafiiy to the Upper, it will evidently 
tend to the bringing a greater number of places' 
df the higheft truft, honour, or |!)rofit, into the 
hands of the mod able and wealtfty Commoners. 
M^n fo accompHflied m\\ have a difRafive in- 

7 , , fluencc 
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fjuencc both in tbcir own houfe, and in th-elt 
rpf{>e(StivQ cminttes ; and it wirll be neccflary for 
all GQvernmenia to find ovrt proper rewards^ and 
grattficjiiionfi for fueh l»0« ; and gratificatJoni 
of thisi kind no Gommoner will envy thcm^ fince 
they enable them, to be beneficial to the body of 
people whom they reprefent, and do not in 
thek nature deprive u$'of tlxir ftrength and 
^ffift^pce in that branch of the Legiflature to 
which we belpn^ 

20. However,, the proppfcd ^eftraint on the 
liuinber of Peers is faf from being an exclufion 
of fuch Compioi^ers who^ are recommended by 
their' fortune^i or their abilitiea. According to 
the €j^culati|On generally received, there may, 
b^pen two extin^k)ns or vacancies, taking one 
year with another, in the body of Peers, as fixed 
a^d a^ertain^d by the new fcheme, in cafe it 
ihft^Wi obtain* And furely the Commons of 
Kngl^d will, think it fufficient to lofe annually 
two of theif moft cpt^fiderable members, what* 
ftv^ir may be the opinion of particular perfons, 
Wrbp are in hafte tp leave their company^ 

2 1. A reftr^^int upon the number of the Lords 
will nece^ily rellrain the influence of that 
l^ody in the eleflion of Members to ferve in the 
Lpwer I^ufe- ^t is very well knawn, that feyf 
Mi&pb^m of the Houfe of Commons, are ad- 
VAAced to ]P€;er^g;^e, who have not one or m0i?c 

Corpo- 
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Corporations under their dire&ion ; nay, that 
very often this is one rcafoo for their pro- 
motion. If j therefore, this perpetually increafing 
body of Lords continues on the foot it is now^ 
in proportion as their number is augmented,- 
their influence in eleftions will grow more ge- 
neral, till at length, as the Upper Houfe are the 
creature of the Crown, the Lower Houfe may 
be in a gnpat meafure the creature of the Lord?. 
And it is worth while to confider whether in pra^ 
cefs of time, unlefs feafonably prevented, the 
Houfe of Commons may not be filled with thd 
fte wards and bayliffs of our Peers. 

22. In the next place, let us fee whait would 
be the confequenees from fuch ^n alteration 
upon the whole bulk of the Englifh commoiy^ 
alty, which ihould always find the firfl: place in 
the thoughts of their Reprefentatives. If they 
ihould gain only this fingle advantage, I think 
it is a very confiderable one, that it will hinder 
the nation from being over-run with Lords. 
We know that, in the fale of an eftate, it 5s ncr 
fmall recommendation to the buyer, that ther6 
is no Lord within fo many miles of it, and the 
diftance of fuch a borderer is often looked upon 
as an equivalent ta a yearns purchafe. But who 
can be fecure from fuch a neighbour, whilft the 
fpecies isfo apt to increafe and niultiply ? I (hall 
not infill upon paying of debts, which is looked 

up(Wf 
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upon as a moral duty, among Commonfers, who 
cannot but be forry to fee any additions to an 
order of men that are Ibeltered by privileges 
from the demands of their honeft and induf^ 
trious creditors. To which many confiderations 
of the like nature may be added, were they 
not obvious to the private reflexion of every 
reader. 

23. But the great point, and which ought to 
carry the chief weight with us in this cafe is^ 
that the alteration now propofed will give fuch 
a mighty power to the bulk of the Engllh Com- 
mons, as can be never counterbalanced by the 
body of the Nobility. Should we fuppofe 235 
Peers poflcft, one with another, of 5000!. per 
ennum^ this would amount to no more than 
1,175,000!. ptr annum ; and what is fuch a pro- 
perty, and the power arifing out of it, compared 
with the power arifing out of the property of 
thofe many millions poffeft by the Commons? 
Befides, that the great acceffions of wealth 
yearly made in the body of the Commons would 
give it continually an increafe of property and 
and power, which would accrue to the body of 
the Nobles,^ in cafe their door was always open 
Xo metiof overflowing fortunes, who might-find 
no great difficulty in procuring an entrance. 

I 24.* I 
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24- I Ihall now coffer two fair qileftidns to any 
tnan, who impjtrtially weighs thefe matters. 

Firft, If two fchemes of government were 
propoled to him, in both oi which the Legi- 
flature (hould confifl: of three branches, whether 
he would prefer that fcheme, in which one of 
the branches might be increafed at pleafure by 
another of them ; or that fcheme in which every 
branch fhould be limited to a certain ftateJ 
number: Nay, if 'th> two fcbemes were placed 
in parallel with one another, and confidered in 
their refpeftive confequences, whether the firft 
wauld not appear a moft wild and ifidigefted 
prqjeft? * . 

In the fecond place, I would prbpofe thi? 
queftion. If the Lords had been limited to a Cer- 
tain number by our conftitution, whether it 
would not have been thought unpardonable in 
any one ^vho fhould have propofcd to have taken 
off that limitation, and left it to the pleafure of 
the Crown arbitrarily to add to them any number 
at any time. 

Nobody can be at a lofs to determine himfelf 
in thefe qucftions, who considers this fobjed by 
thofe plain lights which are already exhibited 
in this difcourfe, and which may be ftrengthened 
by many other confiderations. 

25, This fubjc6t naturally engages me in one 
talk more, which h, to examine the objections 

that 
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that hive been ftarttd againft this alteration 
propofed to be made in the CoDftitution of the 
Houfe of Peers. Aiid Here I canpot dilbover 
any inconVMienc-e which can bie faid to follow 
from fuch an alteration, that does not now fub- 
^ft, or is not anfwered by fome m^ach greater 
inconvenience in the prefent ftate of the PecTsrge. 
But, that I may not follow the example^ ihofe 
who have appeared in print on the other fide of 
this dej)ate, in putting weak, arguments into the 
inoutfe of thek antagonifts, I fliall anfwer fuch 
objections as have been the moft approved by 
thofc who declare themfelves againft this bill, as 
they are laid together in a pamphlet, intituled. 
The Plebeian. 

26. As for the introdudion, the digreflion 
upon the Ephori, and the concluding paragraph, 
they are only arguments ji conflandam invidiam^ 
and fuch as are not to be anfwered by reafon^, but 
by the fame angry flrain in which they are 
written, and which would difcredit a caufe that 
is able to fupport itfelf without fuch an aiiiftance. 

27.** Atfirfl: fight," fays the Plebeian, ^' this 
** propofal muft appear very (hoCking ; it carries 
** with it fo great an alteration of the Con- 
*^ flijtution '^.^ This is the firft general ob- 
jedion, and I wilh it had been purfued regu- 
larly ; but becaufe it is dropt and refumed in 

♦ p. 257. 
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ithc following part of the difcourfe, I muft be 
forced to colle<^ thofe fcattered paflages on this 
heady as I iind them in different parts of the 
book. This great objedion will be fufficiently 
anfwered, if this alteration of the Conftitution 
is from worfe to better; which I think has 
been fully proved. As every thing is form- 
ed into perfedion by degrees, the wifdom 
of all Legiflatures has embraced every oppor- 
tunity of making fuch changes in their govern- 
ment, as have been advantageous to thofe who 
live under it. This Author himfclf gives us an 
eminent indance of a great alteration of our 
Conftitution in the Lower Houfe, under the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth,/' when the Crown 
** crefted feveral new Corporations, and relieved 
^' feveral ancient and decayed ones from fending 
'* any Members at all */* I do not make 
ufe of this increafe in the number of the Com- 
mons, as an argument for an increafe of the 
number of the Lords, which the Author pro- 
duces as the reafoning of fome people who are 
for the bill. Such people, if any there are, 
muft talk inconfiftently with themfelves, fincc 
it is the purport of the bill to prevent the 
Houfe of Lords from growing too numerous. 
But it is an unanfwcrable argumeat to fliew, 
that there has been as great an alteration in 

♦ p. 164. 
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one branch of our Legiflature, as is now pro- 
pofed to be made in another ; and that fuch 
an alteration Ihould be introduced into our 
form of government, when' there are good rea- 
fons for it ; on which account our Author him- 
ielf juftifies the above- mentioned* alteration in 
th^ Houfe of Commons. Our Author furniflies 
us with another very good argument in this par- 
ticular againft himfelf. ** W higgifm/' fays he, 
r<* if I underftand it aright, is a defire of Liberty, 
" and a fpirit of oppofition to all exorbitant 
.•* Power in any part of the Conftitution. For- 
*' merly the danger on this account was from 
>' the Crown ; but fince the Habeas Corpus A6t^ 
>* and the many reftraints laid upon the Crown 
^* in King William's time, and the great and 
^* numerous limitations of the Succeffion Ad:s, 
** the Prerogative of the Crown is reduced, fo 
** low, that it is not at all dangerous to the 
** Commons */' As we have the Author's^ 
confeflion in the aforementioned inftance of an 
alteration in the Plebeian, he has here given us 
an account of as remarkable changes in the 
kegal branch of our government. The Prero- 
gative was retrenched in thofe fcveral inftances, 
becaufe without fuch retrenchment the power 
of it appeared exorbitant and dangerous to the 
Commons. If therefore there ftill inheres in the 
♦ p. 261. 
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Crb\vn a power that is exorbitant and dattgcroun 
'to the Commons, there is the fame rearon whjr 
the Commons fhould lay hold of the prefent 
opportunity to retrench it. This is the matter 
in debate betwixt us ; but, be that as it will, the 
argument which the Author here makes ufe of 
againft the bill in queftion, ** that it carries ift 
'* it too great an alteration of thfe Conttitution," 
would have been as* good an argument againft 
the Habeas Corpus AS, Or any other of thT)fe 
above-mentioned. What is further faid upon 
this fubjedb in p. ±yi. would make a handfomfe 
fentence in a popular fpeech, but will never 
•ftand the teft of a ftrift examination in a dif- 
courfe addreft to the reafons and not the paflions 
of men. " In ihort, it has been for our ancient 
*^ Conftitution,'* fays the Author, ** that we 
** have ftruggled with fo much- vigour for many 
** yelars together : it is for that we have poured 
^^ out^ river of Engliih blood, and a treafure 
** unheard-of in any former ag6. This Confti- 
*' tution may have its imperfedions ; but, faulty 
" as it is, our anceftors have conveyed down 
** i iberty to us through that channel : and we 
" ought to continue it on, as well as we can^ to 
** our poflerity, and not give way to the new- 
^' nvxlelling fchemes of every extraordinary 
?* genius.'' This is not arguing, but declaiming. 
Our Anceftors remedied feveral imperfeflions 

from 
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from time to time, and wc are obliged to them 
for having conveyed Liberty down tous through 
the channel which they had fo often altered and 
Reformed. And will not our pofterity be a^ 
thankful to us, if we tranfmit to them their Lii- 
berty through the fame channel, when it fliall 
be only altered for the better conveyance of it ? 
28, Having taken off the force of this main 
ebje^iOn, I IhaU follow others as the Author 
le^d§ itip. He telU us that ^^ the ihutting up 
^* thedopr of the Houfe of Lords, in the manner 
*^ talked of, cannot but prove a great difcou-f 
^ ragement to virtuous aftions, to learning and 
** induftry, and very detrimental to the Houfe 
** of Peers itfelf, by preventing fuch frequent 
*^ fuppli^s from going into it, as the nature of 
** fuch a body requires ; for want of whicb,^ ifi 
•* may in time become corrupt and offenfive, like 
** a ftagnated pool, which hitherto has been 
*' preferved wholefpme and pure by the frefh* 
^' ftreams that pafs continually into it */* This^ 
tonfideration, if it has any force,cuts down all the 
other arguments drawn from the new acceffion$' 
of figure and power, which he fuppofes would- 
accrue tp the Houfe of Lords, by the paffing of 
the bill fo much talked of. Can it be detri- 
hiental to the Houfe of Lords, and at the fame 
time throw into their hands all the places anc^ 
p. 258. 
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lionours that the Crown can confer upon them ? 
Will that body of men, which would become 
mean and deipicable^ and oflfenfive as a (lagnated 
pool, by the means of this alteration, be raifed 
by the fame means to be the moft formidable, 
and the moft honoured part in our Conftitution ? 
Or could the fame body degenerate into a pub- 
lic nuifance, as our Author reprefents it, and 
at the fame time be able to over-awe both King 
and People ? Can two fuch contrary effeds be 
produced from one and the fame caufe ? But 
could-' we fuppofe that this body of men might 
thus degenerate ; would they be able, without 
numerous recruits of wealth, learning and in* 
duftry, to oppofe any thing for the good of the 
Community, in contradiction to the King and 
People ? But more of this hereafter. 

29, Our Author adds, ** I am not unaware it 
** willbe faid, that the frequent extinctions of 
*** [noble] families will falve this inconvenience, 
** and make room for the rewarding of Merit. 
•^ But,** fays he, " this expedient, I fear, is not 
^* much to be depended on; for the uncertainty 
" of the time ^hen the Crown will have any 
*• fuch power will make it much the fame as 
" if it were never to have it at all ;" which is as 
much as to fay, that unlefs the Crown has 
power of making what number of Lords it 
pleafes, and at what time it pleafes, and to 
4. . fervc 
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ferve what turn it pleafes, it had as good 
have no power at all of making Peers, which 
the Author fuppofes is the only adequate 
power it has of rewarding merit. Nor to aik 
the Author whether it be generally virtuous 
aftions, learning, or induftry, that recommend 
Commoners to the Peerage, or of what other 
kind the merit is, which has been often thus re* 
warded; I Ihall only aik him, whether any man 
has fo crying a merit as immediately requires a 
Peerage for its reward ? or whether the ex- 
tinction of two titles in a year will not leave 
room enough for the Crown to reward thofe 
extraordinary perfons, whofe merits give them 
fuch a demand upon it ? As for another argu- 
ment which the Author puts into the mouth of 
thofe whom he calls patrons of the Bill pro- 
pofed, " that it will eafe the Crown of impor- 
*^ tunities *," as I think it has no great weight 
in it, I am not concerned to urge any thing in 
its defence againft the Plebeian's anfwer to it. 
30. We come now to the moft confiderable 
paragraph of the whole book, which I (hall 
therefore tranfcribe at length. " But another 
^* confequence, of a much higher nature, ,at- 
*' tending the limitation of the number of Peers, 
*^ is the danger there will be of changing the 
^* Conftitution by this means into an Ariftocracy. 
** And this may at any time in fuch cafe be 

♦ P. aS9- 
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*^ elBTedted by the confederacy of two or three 
^* great families, which would form fuch ^a body 
** in the Houfe of Lords, as the Crown would 
<• not be able to controuK That this kind of 
** government is one of the worft forts of 11a- 
*' very, is too w^ll known to be difputed. In a 
** Democracy, a great many different perfons 
^*,may come to have a fliare of power by feveral 
*^ incidents, but in the other cafe it is birth only 
*' that intitles to fupenority : And the ttiilk fuph 
^' Nobles areaiMrfed up with, is hatred and con-? 
•' tempt for every human creature but thofe of 
^* their own imaginary dignity ^/* The qucftion 
tp be dated here is. Whether the Houfe of Lords 
under their prefent Conftitution is not as likely 
to run into an Ariftocracy, as it would be in cafe 
their number fliould ht limited. It appears 
very plain tp mc, that a body of Peers perpetu- 
ally inpreafing, and capable of additions^ has in 
it a natural tendency to an Ariftocra^cy* Supn 
pofing that the Houfe of Lords from 60 members 
is now fwelkd to 200 : Thefc, if incrcafed by 
the fartle proportion, would in the fame number 
of years amount to 666, to which wc may pre- 
fumc there would be ftill tiie like proportionable 
additions. liy this means they would in tinit 
receive fuch vaft acceffions of property^ as might 
encourage them not only to entertain ^o am- 

♦ p. 26c. 
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bitious> defiga, but in a great meafure ta ren- 
djer it effectual ; efpeciaUy when any ^len^could 
be admitted into their o\¥n order, with their 
great abilities in Parliament, or their great in^ 
&iencc among the people, who might be moft 
capable of oppofing their incroacjhmcnts upon 
the Commons* 1 do allow that fuch additions 
would be prejudicial to the Crown ; but this is 
no reafon why tbey would not be made, as it ha$ 
not prevented the additions that h^ve been made 
in our own memory. For though the Crown in 
general would be a fufFercr by this method ; yet 
it would naturally have recourfe to it, as it has 
formerly, when it labours, under any prefent 
exigency, that can only be removed by fuch an 
expedient, 1 his danger of an Ariftocracy, 
every one ipuft confefs, would be very much 
abated, and, J think, utterly removed, by the 
limitation of the Lords to fuch a number as isi 
flow projxxfed. In fuch i g^fe, their property 
would be fo very inconfiderable, when compared 
with that of the Commons (as I havel)eforc 
fliewed to a demonilration) that it would rendet 
ftKh a defign in them the moft chimerical, and 
the ciioft impraiSiQable. And fince it is im* 
|H)ffible that the \<?hole body of Lords in their 
pnited ftrength could be able to eftablilb them^ 
fplves into an Ariftocracy, the Author's imagi* 
nation v^nilhes, that " this may at any time, in 

^* fuch 



298 The O L D W H I G. Km. 

•• fuch a cafe, be effeded by the confederacy of 
<« two or three great families, which would form 
<* fuch a body among the Lords as the Crown 
<< would not be able to controul *," If the 
Author means in this place, by the Crown not 
being able to controul the Lords, thaV it would 
be reftrained from pouring in fuch a number as 
would always fway them to its inclinations, it is 
what ought to be wiihed for. If he means that 
this want of power in the Crown would enable 
them to ereft an Ariftocracy, it is certainly a 
wrong confequence, becaufe not only the Crown, 
but the people would have a fuperior Power in 
them to the body of Nobles, and are equally 
concerned to prefcrve their ftations in the go- 
vernment. The' Author after this brings an 
argument to prove, that an Ariftocracy is a bad 
form of government, and that a Democracy is 
preferable to it, in which I entirely agree with 
hJm 5 ^but muft add, that a mixt government 
made out of Ariflocracy, Democracy, and Mo^ 
narchy, is better than either of them. The 
Author fubjoins, that ** the milk which Nobles 
** are nurfed up with is hatred and contempt 
•* of every humane creature, but thofe of their 
** own imaginary dignity ^J^ If fo, the fewer 
of them the better. What Commoner would 
not defire to put a flop to the increafe of them ? 

* p. 260. t Ibid- 
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3l, The next objcflion I meet with is from 
the great privileges, the Lords are already pof* 
fefled of, with relation to adions de Scanda/h 
Magnatum *, &c. which is likewife a very good 
reafon why we Ihould hinder the increafe of 
perfons invefted with thefe privileges ; and as for 
the judicial power, with that of imprifoning, 
they are fuch as fubfift in their body as it it now 
conftituted, and therefore cannot be objefted to 
the propofed aleration, which would only leave 
them as they are. 

32% ** The increafing the number of Peers," 

fays the Author, *^ is always to be wiihed for by 

^* the Commons *f-." We have feen fufficient 

reafons why it fhould not. " Becaufe the 

•* greater their number, the lefs confiderabte 

*' they become;'* the contrary of which has 

been evidently proved ; ** and the lefs within 

^* the influence of Court favours.'* What ! when 

by this very power of increafing them at will, 

it can fecure any point among them that it 

pleafes ? " By which means alone Minifters arc 

" kept in awe, and remain in a fituation of being 

•^ called to account for their aftions. Were 

*^ it otherwife, they would be out of the reach 

" of any accufation. They would know exadly 

«* by whom they were to be tried, and their 

«* judges might be their accomplices. And 

p » p. 261. t P. 2.6a. 

V Ihould 



3CO The OLD WHIG. N^ i. 

*^ Ihauld this once come to^he the cafe, what 
** might they not attempt with impunity ?'* Is 
this inconvenience better prevented in a Houfe 
of Peers on the bottom it now ftands } Can any 
who has been a good Minifter be fecura, if the 
Crown fliould add a fufBcient number of h\% 
enemies to thofe who fit in judgemejit upon him ? 
Or is a bad Minifter in "any danger, when he may 
be Iheltered by the addition of a fufGcient num- 
ber of his friends ? 

33. I mufl: not pafs over another remarkably 
paragraph of the Author upon the fame argu- 
ment for increafing the Lords at pleafure. ^* Th« 
** great advantage/' fays he, " that the number 
^^ of their body cannot be increafed, is at prefent 
*' the moi\ valuable privilege of the Houfe of 
*^ Commons, and the only thing that makes 
^^ them confiderable */' This is indeed a very 
poor advantage, to found upon it the grandeur 
of a Houfe of Commons, Is not the power of 
giving money and raifing taxes confined to that 
body, and which can never fail to give them 
the greateft weight in the Legiflature ?. Wijl not 
this be always the moft valuable privilege of the 
Commons ? and what dther. privilege can make 
them more confideiable? He goes on, *^ The 
^^ Lords arc poflfeffed of many great privileges 
f ^ that they will not ' permit the Cpmmons to 

* p. 2.64. 
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"•' Ihare with them ; and thefefote thib Cdtiitnoni 
** Would be highly wanting to themfelves, if 
** they Ihould add this advantage likewife to th^ 
*^ Xofds, which is the only one that they cati 
*** enjoy diflindt from them.'* Our Author, z% 
it may turn to his account, fometimes corifiders 
the Lords in their perfonal Privileges as they 
are individuals, and fometimes as they are a 
body of men in the Legiflatur/e. If he here 
■means their Privileges in the former view, I do 
allow they are very great ones, and . therefore 
certainly every Corfimoner cannot defire an in- 
creafe of fuch individuals. But if he here means 
their Privileges as a Legiflative Body, it is cer- 
tain that all their Privil^es together are not 
equal to that One, of commanding th^ purfe 
of the Community. So that it is wonderful 
how he could advance, that the number of the 
Houfe of Commons not being fubjedt to an in- 
creafe, ** is the only advantage that they enjoy 
" diftindt from the Houfe of Lords." 

34. Our Author next proceeds to fpeak of 
the proportioii of Property between the two 
Houfes of Lords and Commons, which is a point 
already fo fully difcufled, that I Ihall not trouble 
the Reader with any repetitions ; but cadnot omit 
what the Author afferts as an indifputable poim, 
and which in itfelf is the greateft paradox I 
ever heard advanced. His words are, ^* Indeed, 

5 ''if 
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<Mf a reftraining bifl Ihould pafs, I do not doubt 
" but It would be foon followed with a bill to 
<* prevent Lords from alienating their eflates, for 
*♦ which many plaufible reafons are to be pro- 
« duced ; and then, without all difpute, the 
<« balance of property will be foon turned on 
«< the fide of their Lordfliips *•** Which is as 
much as to fay, in plain Englifli, that the Lords 
will have as much wealth amongft them as the 
whole body of the Britiih Commons, or that 
one million will be a balance againft a hundred 
millions. Indeed the Houfe of Lords in their 
prefcnt Conftitution may be always approaching 
to a balance in property with the Commons, 
from whence they are continually receiving into 
their body fuch large fupplies ; but if their 
^number be once limited, you cut off their re- 
emits, and lay them under an impoffibility of 
ever rivaling the other branch of the Legi- 
ilature in this particular. 

35. Our Author's argument, that a new 
Power would arife to the Houfe of Lords from 
the alteration fo much talked of, is fountled upon 
a faft which every one denies at firft fight. His 
words are thefc : ** For as to what is commonly 
♦* faid, that the Lords would get nothing, no 
•• new power would be added to them by this 
*< means ; I beg leave to (late this matter in t 

'f proper 
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** proper light. Suppofe the balance to be now 
*' even betwixt the Lords and the Crown, as k 
** certainly is>or elfe the Conftitution would not 
*' fubfift in quiet : Is it not plain to the moft 
** common capacity, that when two fcales zxt 
'* upon an equal poifc, if you take aiiy weight 
•* out of one of them, you give the advantage 
*' to the other ivithout putting any thing into 
<c it * yy The Author here fuppofes that the 
balance between thefe two parts of the LegU 
M'dLX.yjiXt Jhould be even ; and fo far I concur with 
him, that being the chief end which this alte* 
ration has in view. But I can by no means fup* 
pofe with him that they are even, becaufe it it 
. contrary to matter of faft. For we plainly fe^ 
that the Sovereign has it always in his power to 
make yvhat divifion of party or opinion he pleafeS 
prevail in that Houfe. As for the reafon of their 
prefent fuppofed equality, ** that otherwife they 
** could not fubfift in quiet,*' it has no force in 
it, becaufe we fee very ill-conftituted govern* 
ments will fubfift in quiet tor many ages, not 
that they are preferved by a rightly tempered 
Conftitution, which would give them thegfeateft 
ftrcngth, but by oth^r accidental caufcs* The 
ill confcquences of fuch an inequality may be 
frequently felt and complained of, though they 
may not (hake the tranquillity of the publick* 

4» p. t66. 
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36. I have now gone through every thing that 
carrier the face of an argument for the Confti- 
tution.of the Houfe of Lords, as it now ftands, 
or of an objedtionagainft the alteration propofed 
to be made • having only avoided faying any 
thing in this cafe as it afFefts theScotifliNobilit)', 
bccaufe I have here confidered it only as an 
Engliih Commoner^ and becaule I have thoughts 
of profecuting the fubjeft, as it relates to Scot- 
land, in another pamphlet, being unwilling to 
fwell this to a greater bulk. 

37^ Since the writing of the foregoing Dif- 
courfe, I have perufed a pamphlet, intituledj 
" The Thoughts of a Member of the Lower 
*' Houfe," &c,*" in which the Author firft ap- 
proves our Conftitution as divided into its Three 
branches, and through the whole courfe of his 
Book contends in eflfeft, that it (hould confift of 
no more than Twa; for he fuppofes the Houfc 
of Lords inflituted only as guardians and orna- 
ments to thf Throne, and to be augmented by the 
Crown in fuch a proportion, as may ftrengthen 
.it in oppofition to the Houfe ofXommons The 
Reader may fee his fcheme in the following 
words : '^ There is not/' fays this Writer, ^* a 
** more certain maxim In politicks, than that a 
** Monarchy muftfubfift.by an Army, orNo- 
" bility. The firft makes it defpotic, and the 

♦ By Mr. Afgill. See p. ^74. 
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'* latter a free government. I prefume none of 
** thofe nobler perfonages themfelves, who have 
*^ the honour to make up that illuftrious body, 
** do believe they, are fo diftlnguilhcd and ad- 
** vanced above their fellow-fubjeds for their 
*' own fakes : They know they are intended the 
** Guardians, as well as Ornaments of the Mo* 
** narchy, an eflential prerogative of which it 
** mull be to add to and augment their number 
*^ in fuch proportion, as to render them a proper 
*' balance againft the Democratical part of our 
*' Conftitution, without being formidable to the 
** Monarchy itfelf, the fupport of which is the 
** reafon of their inftitution */' This is a moft . 
extraordinary notion of government, that one 
branch of a Legiflature (hould be inftituted, 
only to be fubfervient to the ftrength and fup- 
port of another, but it is on this bottom that 
he founds his whole difcourfe ; and as for his 
©bjedbions to the propofed alteration, I find they 
are fuch as I have already obviated in the courfe 
of this pamphlet. If any thing remains in them 
unanfwered, it will fall under the laft objedion 
againft the matter in debate^ which I fhould not 
take notice of, did not I find that it makes an 
imprcffion upon fome people's minds. 

38. Suppofe, fays the objeflion, there ihould 
be an inflexible obftinacy in a Houfc of Peers, 

♦ p* 9. 

- ^ X what 
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what method would there be left to bring them 
to a concurrence with the two other branches of 
the Legiflature^ when it will not be in the power 
of the King to bring them over to reafon, by 
flinging in fufficient numbers among them ? To 
this I anfwer, That if the Lords arc obftinatc 
in a point that is ReafonabU and Bentficial to the 
Community, it will be happy for their country 
that they Ihould be invefted with the proper 
power of a Legiflative branch, not to be over- 
ruled to wrong meafures. This may fometimes 
be of great advantge to the publick, if we can 
poffibly fuppofe that the two other branches 
may concur in any. thing that is not confident 
with juftice, or the national intereft. If the 
Peers are thus inflexibly obftinate in any methods 
that are 'Dijhmourahk^ Unjujif or Pernicious to 
their country; can we imagine they could not 
be influenced into a compliance by the autho- 
rity of the two fliaring branches in the Legi- 
flature ? Or can we think they would perfift in 
meafures which would draw upon them the dif* 
pleafure of the Crown, and the refentments of 
the whole Commons of Great Britain ^ Every 
body of men takes as much care as poflible to 
preferve their credit, and to render themfclvea 
fiopular ; and we cannot think that an^ branch 
gf a Legiflature would be made «p of caadfaeii, 
or purfue fuch meafures as. muft neceflariJy end 
. ; 7 ,1 in 
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in their irif^my, or their deffruftion ; efpecially 
when they are infinitely weaker than either 6{ 
the other conftituent parts of our Legillature. 
Could any perfon apprehend fuch a behaviout . 
from them, I am fure the fame perfon cannot in 
his heart apprehend their growing up into aft 
Ariftocracy. The- Peers are fo little a itiatch 
for the Crown in power, or the Commons in 
property^ much lefs able to cope with the united 
force of both ; that it is wildnefs to fuppofe 
them guilty of fuch an unjufl and unreafonable 
obftinacy, as they know might endanger their 
very being in the I ritilh Conftituticn. And 
now I Ihall only prop'ofe it to every one's 
thoughts^ whether an expedient, winch will 
remedy the greateft inconvenience that msif 
ariffi 10 us, from one of the branches of the 
Legiflature, and of which we have had expe;- 
ricnce, as has been already fufficiently explained^ 
Ihoiild prevail with us to lay it afide, out of a 
groundlefs fear, that it Ihould expofe us to in 
inconvenience from another branch of the 1 ( gi- 
ilature, which mud fuppofe them dtftituie of 
conimon fenfe, void of honour and equity, anJ 
fegardlcfs of felf-prefervation, before it can 
polfibly befall us. To this I ftiall only add that 
whatever objedions are made againll this alter- 
ation in the Conftitution, may be made again^ 
ivery fotm of governnient, in which the Legi- 
X 2 flature 
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ilature confifts of three diftindt branches^ and 
that is, againft fuch a form as has^ been pro- 
nounced the moft perfect by thofe who have 
been the moft fkilful politicians, and the moft 
famous for their obfervations on the nature of 
government, ^ 

%♦ A Letter in the " Weekly Medley/* March 28, 17 19, pays fomc 
merited compliments to an ingenious Artifan, Mr. Price, of St. Andrew's, 
Holboum, ** for reftoring theantient beautiful art of Staining andPaintinj; 
Glafs to pcrfe<5lion ; an art now fo long k)fly its lofs fo lamented, and its 
re- invention fo much coveted. Too luminous a Church is too gay for 
the bufmefs that is done there ; it fliews in too dear a jjoinc of fight, too 
many objefts for diftra6\ion ; but that which pervades and penetrates the 
coloureil glafs, ftrikes one with a Religious awe, a fpirit of rccoUe^lion 
and meditation, and has in it, fometliing I do not know what of foleran 
and facred. Befides, it draws frequently tlic eye oflf from the book of 
Prayer in a Church ; and then, while the eye is looking througk the win- 
dow towards the Heavens, the paffages reprefented on the glafs, being 
taken out of Holy Writ, lift and elevate the mind, as they do the eye, to 
Heaven. A better pattern of this old art (and that is great to fay) is not 
to be found in any old Church, than is now to be feen in the Eaft win- 
dow of St. Andrew's, Holbourn, where the Paflion of our Saviour, whofe 
Divinity forae would be permitted to deny, and yet to enter that Church, 
is repreiented in a lively manner. And the red part of the colour is fo 
beautifully flrong, that it would call a blufh upon any guilty wretch, 
tliat Handing oppofrte to it fhould fey, that the Saviour, whofe-Paffion 
it r^prefents, had irot the Divinity joined with the Humanity.** 

f 4f <» At the Blue Leg in Bow-Lane, near Watiing-ftreet, are foW 
Lottery Tickets and Shares, Whole Tickets at the fame price 
as upon the Exchange ; and, for the conveniency of fuch as cannot pur- 
cliafe whole tickets, or would extend their chances to a larger latitude, 
they may have half tickets, quarter tickets, fifth parts, tenth parts, of 
twentieth parts of tickets; a peribn for 4s. may have the aoth part of 
one ticket, for 2s. a Ihare in two tickets, for 20s. a iharc of five tickets, 
for 40s. a (hare of ten Tickets, for 4I. a Ihare of io tickets, for lol. 
a Ihare of 50 Tickets, for 20I. a ihare of 100 Tickets, all feveral num- 
bers ;. and in the fame proportion to any other number. There are but 
5 blanks to one prize ; the loweft is lol. ind the higheft 20,000!. There 
are but a fmall number left, therefore thofe who intend to have any moft 
be expeditious." T H K 
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THE PLEBEIAN. 

N** II. Monday, March 23, 1718-19. 

Considerations upon the Reports relating 
TO THE Peerage, continued; 

« AND 

Remarks upon the Pamphlets that have 
been writ for the supposed bllu 

By a Member of the House of Commons. 

*^ Quis enim jam non intclligat Artes 

** Patricias?" ***** Juv. Sat. iv. 101. 

Who fees not now through the Lords thin difguife? 

Dryden, 

THOSE who are not particularly acquaint- 
ed with the vocation of Pamphlet-writ- 
ing, have very much wondered that a matter 
of fo great confcquence^ as the affair of the 
Peerage, and efpoufed by fuch perfons as are 
very well known to be its patrons, could have 
been fo long a while upon the ftage, and no 
chan^pion appear for it : but others, who are 
more verfed in this kind of bufinefs, know, there 
could not be wanting perfons enough to make 
their court, by producing their lucubrations on 
X 3 this 
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this head. But as it is a fubjedt that will not 
very well bear debating, their matters, without 
doubt, were of opinion, that the beft way was, 
to let all manner of writing alone, and keep all 
that could be faid on the fubjedt for the time 
and place where it was abfolutcly nec^ff^ry iq 
fay fomcthing. 

The agitators for the bill affured themfelves, 
jthat nobody would be fo bold as to attack firft ; 
and. confequently judged themfelves out of all 
danger. But the Plebeian flarting forth un- 
expedtedly, they were forced, like people in a 
furprize, or on an invafion, to march immed^ 
ately any troops they hadj and iijdeed thcfe are 
fome of the moft tattered I ever faw. 

The firft Champipn that appeared for this 
bill, was a perfon who exhibited himfelf in the 
St. James's- Poft, of Wednefday, March 18, in 
this advertifement : <^ Some Confiderations rcr 
** lating to the Peerage of Great Britain. Wherc- 
^* in the arguments fc^r the r^afonablenefs and; 
^f expediency of a bill, f^id to be depending, ar^ 
^f ftated Pro and ConJ* 

Thi^ performance I have not been. ^ble. ta 
venture upon ; for He that can.flate argumenta 
for the bill, both Pro and Con, is too flippery % 
perfon for any body to lay hold of. 

The next that entered the lifts, on the fame 
flde of the queftion, having beeij mpre forqa- 

n^te 
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nate ttian to difcover himfelf beforehand^ I have 
perufed his labours. The account he gives of 
himfelf, is, " That he is a Member of the Hcufe 
** of Commons, who has a friend with whom he 
** ufes to talk over in private all arguments and 
" confiderations which concern any thing of 
" moment, as far as they could colledl and re- 
^* member them : and they having both agreed 
** that this was a matter of a very extraordinary 
^ nature, the one entreated the other to put his 
** thoughts about it in writing, that he might 
^^ be better able to judge of them all together, 
•* And in order to continue the privacy of thisf 
•* correfpondence, thofe thoughts came out, 
^ printed for J. Roberts in Warwick-Lane.'* 

This notable introduction was very near hav- 
ing the fame efFedt upon me, as to this pamphlet, 
as the advertifement juft mentioned had to the 
former; but with much ado I went through the. 
performance. All I can learn from it is, That 
this Gentleman was prefept at the debates of the 
Houfe of Lords ; where he does not feem to 
have been mightily enlightened aS to the true 
Hate of the cafe, the debate having in all proba- 
bility run pretty much one way *. 

The next that follows thefe two combatants 
for this bill, is fomebody or other that is ufed ; 
♦ p. 8. 
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to mafqucrading, as I fupppfe ; and indeed he 
is fo well difguife4, that it is impoffible to kjipw 
him. When I firft read the title, Ihe Old fVhig, 
I expeded no lefs than the utmoft wrath apd 
indignation againft the Houfe of Lords. I could 
not help thinking but he would have been for 
Voting them uftlefs at leaft, as his anceflors did 
formerly : but I was extremely furprized to find 
juft the contrary; that he is for giving them fuch 
a power, as would make the Hcufe of Commons 
ufekfsi and therefore he might as well have 
tstken any other title in the ^yorld, as The Old 
Whig. I am afraid he is fo old a Whig^ that he 
has quite forgot his Principles. 

But I (hall fhew now more plainly, what is 
(aid in the former Plebeian, that this is neither 
a Whig nor a Tory point, but is a jumble, a 
hodge-ppdge, a confufion of all parties and all 
perfons together ; arid mufl. inevitably in its 
confequences deftroy firft Whig and Tory^ and 
afterwards Crown and People, As ^11 fpfts of 
people unite for it, fo pught all forts, and of 
every denomination, that haye any value for their 
Conftitution, to unite againft it. 

This Pamphlet, by the marks it appears with, 
being in all probability the beft performance 
that is to come from that quarter, the Plebeian 
f^ill confider it thoroughly; and in order to pro- 
ceed 
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ccfid more methgdically, for this Author-s fa- 
tisfadion, 

Firjl, I will anfwer the obj eft ions made to the 
1^ Plebeian. 

Secondly^ I will confidcr the argument, as the 
Old Whig ftates it himfelf. 

The firft objeflion the Author of the Remarks 
makes to the Plebeian, is page 289. where he 
fays, ** That the IntroduSiion^ the DigreflSon 
*^ upon the Ephori^ and the Conclujioriy are all 
*f arguments ad cpnflandam invdiam!^ He who 
lays that arguments drawn from Hiflory, which 
can only (hew what has happened in former 
times, are arguments ad confiandam invidiam^ 
gives up the matter in difpute, and lets the world 
know, by paffing them fo flightly over, that he 
fieels their force : for it is a tacit admiflion, that 
in all probability the like difafters will happen 
from thp alterations now projefted in our Con- 
ftitytjyon ; which, hiftpry inlorms us, were the 
rjcal confcquences of alterations of the like 
nature in other countries ; other wife thofe argu- 
ments could not now contribute to make perfons 
invidious. Befidcs, I always thought that bring- 
ing examples from hiftory was looked upon as 
the mod impartial and unexceptionable method 
of arguing, as it is abftrafled from the paffions 
and interefts of the prefent times : for what is 
Learning and Hiftory, if it be not to draw in- 

fcrences 
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fcrcnccs of what may hjippen, from what has 
happened ? 

As to the digreflSon upon the Epbori, the Ple- 
beian was very careful to avoid giving offence. 
Amongft the many extraordinary Powers ex- 
ercifed by thofe magiftrates, there was one of 
a very uncommon nature ; which was, that as 
they took upon themfelves the fole infpcdion 
of the youth, they were particularly curious of 
the perfons of the B^s. They employed every 
tenth day in examining the youths of about 
fifteen, ftark naked, OperUbat Ephtbos decim 
qusque die Ephorisfe ftji^re fine vefie^ Ubbo Em- 
mius, de Rep, Lac. p* 255. with whom Crags 
agrees almoft in the fame words, in the Treatife 
mentioned in the former Plebeian, p. 266« 
What an ill ufe was made of this power, we 
may fee in Emmius^ p. 236, where fpeaking of the 
manner how the Ephori lived with thofe young 
men they liked beft, he fays, 1h (Ephebis) affiika 
fire adharebant. Which words, for fear of 
offending the Plebeian Ladies, I am not at 
liberty to tranflate. However, it is very plain 
all this was omitted to avoid the kail appear- 
aiice of perfonal reflexion. 

The firft argument of the Plebeian, which 
t\t Old Whig objedls to, is, p. 290. ** That though 
*^ the Plebeian declares agianft the propofed 
<< bilJ| becaufe it will make fo greatan aitecatioa 

"in 
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^^ in our Conftitution, yet he produces an emi-^ 
^* ncnt inftance of a great alteration of our Con-^ 
^* ftitutioii in the Lower Hpufe under the reiga 
** of Queen Elizabeth, wliei> the Crown eredted 
^* feveral pew Corporations, apd relieved feverali 
*^ ancient decayed opes from fending any Mepi- 
^» bers at all." 

This, the Remarker fays, was as great an aK 
t^ration in one branch of our Legiflature, as is 
now propofed to be made in j^nother. The Re- 
marker quite niiftakes this point; for, infiead of 
being an alteration of fo great copfequence tq 
the Conftitution of the Commons, as this new 
propofal is of that of the 1 ords, it was, ^n alte- 
ration of no confequcnce at alK Suppose the 
towns of Watchet and Dunfter, two fear ports io^ 
^omerfetflhiire, to have been d^ftrpyed in th& 
3yars with Ireland ip Queen Elizabeth's tifDe*; 
The inhabitapts, on account of poverty, apply 
tp the Crown to be exempted froo^ tihe^ char^gQ 
of paying four Members ra reprQfept them, ii* 
Parliament. The Crown fofpe tyime afti^r grantSf 
i^harters to two neighbouring tpwin^ in flourifli- 
ipg circumllances^ and directs the-writs^at' 21 fot-? 
Jowing fummqns pf a Pariiafnent tp be ftnt ta 
Tiverton and Hpniton, infteadJof Watchet and 
Dunller, Let any body judge- if this^ alteration 
pan be of any confequenqe to the Hpqfe of 
lEiMBipipnfi^ Heye is. ni^thing ^If? Ijuf the places 
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changed ; and four Members from Tiverton and 
Honiton are the fame thing as four from Watchet 
andDunfter. But to ftate this matter with nicety 
would require much more labour and time than 
I am able td allow it. 

Another argument, which the Rcmarker fays 
the Plebeian furnifhes againft himfelT, is, 
** That he owns the Prerogative has been re- 
*^ trenched in feveral inftances ; becaufe without 
*' fuch retrenchment the Power of it appeared 
*^ exorbitant and dangerous to the Commons/ 
But thefe retrenchments being now made, the 
queftion at prefcnt is, Whether the Commons 
ought to go on dripping the Crown of every 
jewel, till it becomes lefs refplendent than aDogc 
of Venice's coronet, or lefs comfortable than the 
Sword-bearer's Cap of Maintenance ; and, what 
is of the greateft moment to the Commons, lefs 
able to protect them againft the Power of a 
Houfe of Lords, if ever their Lordfhips Ihould 
be difpofed to claim a larger Ihare of authority 
than belongs to them ? 

■ As to the complaint the Remarker makes, That 
the Plebeian applies to mens Pafftons^ and not 
their Reafons ; and -declaims tnjlead of arguing ; 
what muft be faid in anfwer to this is. That people 
muft make ufe of what arm they have. • On the 
one fide, it is evident there can be nothing but 
arguing and reafoning, and declaiming and ex- 
emplifying; button the other, the Plebeian 

is 
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is afraid there are more irrefiftible arts of apply- 
ing to the PaJJionSf rather than to the Reafons of 
men, or elfe he would not Have one minute's 
pain for the iflue of this queftion. 

The n^anner in which the Remarker dates the 
Plebeian's argument, relating to the Jhutting 
up the door of the Houfe of Lords , Ihews he either 
wilfully or ignorantly miftakes that part of the 
Controverfy : *' For, after having cited the words 
^f of the Plebeian, he afks, if it can be detri- 
" mental to the Houfe of Lords, and at the fame 
** time throw into their hands all the places and 
** honours that the Crown can confer upon them ? 
*^ Will that body of men, which would become 
'^ mean and defpicable, and ofFenfive as a flag- 
*^ nated pool, by the means of this alteration, 
*« be raifed by the fame means to be the moft 
** formidable and moft honoured part of the 
<* Conftitution ? Or would they be able, with- 
** out numerous recruits of wealth, learning, and 
** induftry, tooppofe any thing for the good of 
*« the Community ?" To this 1 anfwer. It will 
not be detrimental to. them in point of Power, 
but will be detrimental on account of thofe 
talents that ought to accompany Power; the 
want of which the Commons will feel in their 
Judicature, and in many more particulars. They 
vyill be ofenftve to others, but not perceive it 
themfelvesj they will he formidable^ but not ho^ 

noured. 
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bcmurei. Thefe are natural EfcHs that al! Exi^ 
$rbitani Fewer produces. As to wealth, the^ 
will take it, it is be feared, where they can find 
it ; and learnirrg and induftry will be as as ufe- 
Icfs baubles to their Lordfhips, as Dangling 
Feetages (as my Author defcribes them excel- 
lently well) are to men of fenfe amongft the 
Commons. 

The next objeftion of the Old JlT^ig to the 
Plebeian is^ " That he avers the uncertainty 
*^ of the extinction of families will leave fo little 
** opportunity for the Crown to reward merit 
♦* by Patrician Honours, that it will be much 
•* the faitie thing as if the Crown were never to 
•^ have any fueh Power at alL" Whereas (fayi 
be) there %till. be two Titles extinEt e^ery ye^r^ 
etccording to the Cakulation generally received. 

By the Calculation generally received^ I fuppof^ 
the Remarker means the Lift publilhed by way 
of prelude to this projedt. Whether it be true 
or falfe, if fome Heralds know any thing of this 
matter, would take more tmie to examine into, 
than, t dare fay, the Conftitution it is intended 
to introduce would fobfi ft. But fuppcfing, foi? 
argument fake, that that Calculatiqa is right^ and 
that in one hundred and fixteen years there havi 
been^ one hundred and fifty-four extincflions, 
ther€ will be found wanting feventy- eight t6 
make up his number of two a yeai^; fo that 

the 
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the extinfiions have not been during that term 
quite fo many as after the rate of one Lord afid 
a half per annum. But befides this error in 
Arithmetick, there is another error of an odd 
naxure in this Computation; which, unlefs feme 
method is propoled to afcertain it, will reduce 
the extindions to fewer than even one a year. 
And if fo, thofe who expecS: to have their fer- 
vices rewarded by reverfions fo uncertainly com* 
puted, may have time enough to try all their 
patience, and at laft find, that, inflead oT ad- 
vancing themfelves to dignity, they have been 
forging their own chains. In the Computations 
of the "Titles extinct ^ all thofe are comprehended 
who have been extinguilhed by the edge of the 
Lawy for Treafon^ Rebellion^ and other capital 
offences: and who, without the Spirit of Pro* 
phecy, can foretell what Vacancies may happen 
by fuch means fjor the future? But if, in favour 
of this fcbetne, it.be admitted that in all proba* 
bility there may be as many and as great Or/- 
minals hereafter in that Noble Body as there 
have been for the time paft, is it not to be 
ftar^ that the Tath t^juftice may he more difficulty 
aft^ this narre^ng the way up to the Houfe of 
Peersy than it has been formerly. 
. As to what the ^emarker has otycfted to the* 
argutnents of the Plbb6iai^, which provej 
f* That the Limitation of the number of the 

'• Lords 
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" Lords will run the Conftitutioh into an Arrf- 
•* tocracy ;" this matter (hall be fully confidered 
prefrntly, when I come to examine the Old 
Whig^s ftate of the cafe. 

In a following paragraph, where the Re* 
marker takes notice of what the Plebeian urges 
on the fide of the King and Commons, viz. 
" That an ill Minifter might be /kreened againft 
•* them both, if this Law Ihould take place, by 
** reafon that in fuch cafe he would know 
" exactly his judges (who might likewife be bis 
*^ accomplices), and fo adk with impunity; the 
" Remarker argues. That if this bill does not 
** pafs, an innocent Minifter cannot be fecurc, 
** nor a guilty one punifhed, if the Crown Ihould 
•« add to theHoufe of Peers a fufficient number 
** of the enemies of the one, or of the friends 
** of the other/* In either of which Cafes the 
utmoft iniquity muft be fuppofed in the Crown, 
which, I confefs, I cannot bring myfelf to do, 
and therefore my argument remains entife. And 
it would grieve me to the heart, if I could think 
there were ^Viy innocent Mntfters^ who ought to 
be emboldened by the confcioufnefs of their 
integrity, and yet Ihould have greater appre- 
henfions from honed a£lions, than have been 
hitherto fliown by n^cn of the mbft guilty con* 
fcicnces, through the many ages that this Con* 
* ftitution 
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flitution has fubfifted^ without the alteration now 
dcfired. 

The Remarker thinks it wonderful how the 
Plebeian could advance, " That the number 
" of the Houfe of Commons not being fubjeft 
** to an increafe, is the only advantage that they 
"enjoy diftind from the Houfe of Lords;** 
and alledges, that all their Lordjhips Privileges 
together are not equal to that one of commanding 
the purfe of the community. Were it true, that 
the Commoners enjoyed this privilege of com^^ 
manding the purfe of the Community j diftindtfrom 
the Houfe of Lords, they would be very eafy as 
to the increafing, or diminiihing) or fixing their 
number, or as to any thing elfe that might be- 
long to that Noble Aflembly. But, alas ! this is 
not the cafe;^ for their Lordlhip's concurrence 
is as neceflary to a poney-bill, as to any other 
bill : nay, whether a money-bill may not origi- 
nally take its rife in their Houfe, is a point never 
\yet clearly given up by their Lordlhips, if 1 am 
not very much mifinformed ; and whether they 
may not be more inclinable to difpUtc this mat*, 
ter, if ever their door comes to be (hut in the 
manner now piopofed, may deferve very ferious 
refledion. 

Thus having anfwcred every objedion made 
to the former Plebeian by^ the Old fThig, ex- 
cept fuch as will oqcur in confidering tbis^ ar« 

X gument. 
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gument, as he ilates it hilnfelf ; I fiiali now pro- 
ceed to that point which I propofcd at fitft fct- 
ting out. 

I agree with our Author, ^* That the beft 
'^ kind of Governmeat is tbat^vfaich iscompofed 
^^ of thefe three branches^ the Regain tbe Noble^ 
^^ and the Plebeian.'' This is at prefent our 
happy Conftitutioii 2 ** But the»/* fays this Au* 
thor, *^ we have oae imperfedtionor defeat in it, 
" which wants to be remedied ; and that is, the 
*' Crown has too great a power over one branch 
"of this Conflitution^ naaaely, the Noble i in 
" that the Crown can, whenever it pleafes, add 
" fo many to their number as to influence their 
" adtions,** And this Author Hk^wife affures 
us, p. 4. " That the Crown has power enough 
'^ alfo togain aHoufeof Comniofis of what com* 
** plexion it pleafes^/* From whence I obferve, 
firft, That if it ht a fault in tb« Conflirution,^ 
that the Crown has fo great power over one 
branch of the Conftitution, the Noble, as this 
Author affirms, it is as great an imperfedion: 
that the Crdwn has fo great a Power, as he alfo 
affirms it has, over the Plebeian. And there* 
fore this Author fliould have pfopofed fome 
method to have remedied this defed: in the 
latter, as wdi as in the former branch ; or elfe 
that perfection in the Conftitution, he feems to 
be deiirous of, cannot be ^rdved at. He conr 
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tends, thftt it is abfolutely lAceflkry thfe L^rds 
Jhould be entirely independent of the Crown. A« 
impartial friend to the whole body of the people^ 
and to found reafoti, would have faid as much 
for the Commons. Then theft two Eftates wouW 
have been upon a level. Bat even by focb aA 
Alteration, which is the only equal on^, our 
Conditution would not be oQended, but made 
much worfe ; for if both Lords and Comnlrons . 
were as independent of the Crown as this Author 
defires the Lords may be, the unhappy confer 
qucnce that muft enfue would be, that if any 
difcotd ftould afife betwixt them, and each re* 
main inflexibly refolved, here the Conftitutiofi 
would certainly want a Cafting power ; and the 
only way of endingvthe difputc m-uft be like a 
Pofifh Dytt^ *y g^fti^tfp 6n horfeback. And 
therefore this Power now in the Crowhy and 
which has been in it for fo many ages, is nc-^ 
celfery for the good of the whole Community, 
to prevent the greatefl corifufion, which might 
oth^rwife arife from the paflSons^of men. 

The Grown once parted With this P6wer out 
of its hands to the Commons ; and that concef- 
libri produced the ruin of the Monarchy, and of 
the Peei*age. If the Crown Ihould part with . 
the PoWct now to the Ix>rds,^ that it has over 
thtta^ why may it notb^ very reafcxiably apprc** 
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hended^ that the^fame fatal confequence may 
enfue to the King and the Commons? 

If it be necefiary, as it has been plainly iliewn^ 
that the Power now in the Crown ihould remain 
there^ for the good of the people in general ; it 
is as necelTary for the defence and advantage of 
the Crown itfelf* The Lords (by the Power 
the Crown has of adding to their number) area 
flnduating uncertain body. This is all that 
gives the Crown any influence over them, and 
prevents combinations, cabals, and fadions 
againft the Crown. But if the door comes race 
to be fliut, fo that the Crown cannot make any 
confiderable addition to their number in any 
exigencies whatever, what a door is opened at 
the fame time to form a Power fuperior to that 
of the Crown, and fuperior to all human con** 
troul ! Then: they will becftme a fixed certain 
body : and ihould three or four ambitious bold 
men combine together hereafter, of the greateft 
families, and the greateft eftates, where would 
the difficulty be of getting a majority of two 
hundred thirty-five ? and, if once obtabed, 
what remedy could be provided in fo defperate 
a cafe ? Whilfl: they aft in the common methods 
of government, they would command all fa* 
^^rj; and, Ihould they ever aft in an arbitrary 
manner, neceffity and felf defence would make 
jthe union amongft them the ftronger, 

fwill 



I 



N* 2. The PLEBEIAN. j^s 

I mil now examine what the Author of the 
Old fVidg calls the Great Point ^ and which ought 
to carry the chief weight with us in this cafe ;. 
which is, " That the Alteration now propofed 
" will give fuch a mighty Power to the bulk 
*• of the Englijh Commons, as can never be 
** counterbalanced by the body of the Nobility. 
** Should we fuppofe two hundred thirty-five 
** Peers poffeffed one with another of 500*1. per 
*' annum, this would anaount to no more than 
•* i^iy^yOooL per anntm. And what is fuch a 
*' property, and tht Power arifing out of it, 
** compared with the Power arifing out of the 
*^ property of thofe many millions poffeffed by 
" the Commons ?** 

By this (late of the cafe, we are to fuppofe on 
the one hand a certain^ limited, fixed, hereditary 
body^ of two hundred thirty-five Peers, enjoy- 
ing great privileges above the Commons, and 
j)offeffed of an annual revenue amounting to 
1,175,000!. which they have entirely in their 
own power ; and this eftate not fo equally dr- 
vided as 5000I. per ann. to every individual, but 
to fome the command of 50,0001. a year apiece, 
others not 500I. a year, , On the other hand, 
you muft fuppofe a body of above twice the 
number fluduating, unfixed, in the power of 
their Prince every moment, at furtheft not able 
to fubfiil above a few years, and poffeffed of 
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not ncir half the eftate before-mentioned ; is it 
not too evident which of thefe two bodies mufl: 
deftroy the other, if once this fiiould come to 
be really the cafe ? The Lords are Principals, 
and ad entirely for themfelves : the Coni- 
moners are no farther Principals than as to ihc 
tftates they poffefs themfelvcs. As our Author 
has ftated this matter, irt order to magnify the 
power of the wealth of the Commons, thougK 
he is all alon^ fpcaking of the aggregate bodyj 
yet he would infinuate as if they had as great 
command over the univerfal Body of the People^ 
as the Lords have over themfelves. This is a? 
much as to fay, that the fou]^ Members of the 
city of London have as abfqlute command over 
the eftates of ajl the inhabitants qf that gre^t 
Metrcpolisj as any four Lor^s bave over their 
tenants. Indeed, if the Commons had a Powe; 
of laying taxes upon the eftates of all thofe they 
Veprefent, that would be the fame thing in this 
cafcj^ provided they had it abftraftedly from the 
Lords. But this fallacy, which is often infinu- 
ated in this Pamphlet, has been already dete<Jted, 
The Con;imons have no more power. over their 
f^llow-fubjefts eftates t^an the Lords : they 
cannot lay any rax without their Ijordihips con- 
currence. And all that is peculiar to the Coni- 
mens in this matter is, that they have hitherto 
been allowed to chufe what tax they judged 
. ^ eafieft 
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eafiefi for the people: but every day's expe- 
rience ftiews us, that, if the Lords differ in opi- 
nion from the Comtnons, their power is at an 
end. The better to illuflrate this Great Poitft^ 
«is our Author properly calls it; as he has com- 
putcd the value of the wealth of the body of 
Peers, I will take the liberty to totnpute the 
Value of the Wealth of the body of the Com- 
mons* Suppofing them-to be worth, one with 
another, %oo\i per ann. including perfonal eftates, 
whi^h I am certain is not difpardging this, 6r 
any other Houfe of Comfnohs that ha3 fat m a 
Britijfh Parliament ; the annual income of fiv^e 
^hundred fifty-eight Comrtioners will amount to 
446,4001 ; which is fo infignificant a fum, in 
proportion to the value of the property of the 
Lords, that I will beg leave to compute his 
Majeffty's whole Civil Lift with the property of 
the Commons, both fums together making but 
one million fOrty-fix thoufand four hundred 
pounds; and there will ftill remain a balance on 
their Lordfhips* fide of one hundred twenty- 
eight thoufand fix hundred pounds per annum. 
Therefore, if it is an uncontefied maxim^ That Po'Wer 
follows property y p. 283; here is Power, here is 
Property ; and let the body that pofleffes both 
in fuch a degree be but once made fo inde[%i- 
dent as is propofed, would not the Crown, would 
not the Commons, be abfolutely under the Do- 
Y 4 minion 
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minion of the Lords, according to this Author's 
own way of rcafoning ? 

I am fatisfied the controverfy is ended here : 
but I will fuppofe my Author not to have been 
miftaken fo very groflly, and examine his argu* 
ment upon an imagination that the property of 
the Houfe of Commons was ten times fupe« 
rior to that of Lords^ whereas the property 
of the Lords is near three times as much as 
theirs; yet, even in this cafe, the Lords would 
have th^ advantage of them ; becaufe an united 
conftant body of men, always ading for the fame 
ihtereft and grandeur, and purfuing a continued 
fcheme, muft be an over^match forfo tranfitory 
a body, and made up of perfons of fuch dif- 
ferent views and interefts as the Houfe of Com- 
tnonsis. To bring an example on this head. 
Let us imagine the ftock of the Bank of England 
to be of the value of one million, and the ftock 
or cafli of all the Bankers, Scriveners, Gold- 
fmiths, and dealers in Money throughout Lon- 
don, to be four times or eight times that fum ; 
is there any body who does not believe the Bank, 
incorporated and well compared in all refpedls 
for its own private intereft, will not have a 
greater Power, greater credit and authority, than 
^11 thofe particular Proprietors of a much larger 
capital, who cannot poffibly be ever put into any 
pofture, fo as to aft with that weight for their 

intereft, 
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intercft, as the Bank will do for itfclf in the 
circumftances above-mentioned ? The great 
Power of all fuch fixed bodies is chiefly owing 
to this circumftance^ that two or three perfons 
always govern the reft ; and it is as well the 
common intercft of the fociety that they ihould 
be fo governed, as the particular intcreft of the 
governors. In this their ftrength chiefly coa- 
fifls; and for this reafon five or fix hundred 
Lords (if any body can he fo wild as to fuppqfe 
the Crown will every increafe th^ir number to 
fiich a degree) will not be fo terrible to the 
Crown or the People, as two hundred thirty.fivc, 
or any fuch fixed number. For to fuppofe that 
the majority of two hundred thirty-five Lords, 
were they fo fixed, would hot be entirely di- 
rected and influenced by three or four amongft 
them of the greateft wealth, abilities, and refo« 
lution^ is as abfurd and improbable to common 
reafon and conftant experience, as any thing that 
can be thought of. 

If it be allowed then, as it certainly muft be, 
that the weight of fo great Power, and of fucii 
^ifprpportionable Property, may by this means 
come' into a very few hands; what havock may 
it not make of the dignity of the Crown, and 
pf the liberty of the People ? 

Thus I have fliewn the certain deftrudtive 
confequences of this projed, as ftated by the 

Plebeian, 
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Plebeian, and even as flatcd by the Old Whig 
himfelf. I muft confcfs, I do not believe that 
the Authors of this fcheme were -apprehcnfivc 
how far it would go; but fince it is now fo plain, 
that be who runs may read, I hope they them* 
felves will dcfift from fo defpcratc an under- 
taking. 

I cannot help obferving, that his Majefty is 

treated with great indignity by the Agthor be- 

fore me, in feveral paffages of his pamphlet. In 

one place he fays, ** Whilft the door of the 

" Houfe of Lords is always open, people of over- 

** flowing fortunes may find no great difficulty 

^* in procuring an entrance/' In another, he in- 

finuates, that *^ there is another kind of merit 

** befides what arifes from virtuous adions, 

<* learning, and induftry, that has been often 

** rewarded with Peerage." I am fatisfied his 

"Majedy has ufed this prerogative, as he has 

done every other prerogative of the Crown, 

with the greateft difcermenr, and therefore I am 

willing to truft it ftill in his hands. The Hovfe 

of Lords is treated by this Author ftill more en 

ravalier than his Majefty. His words are thefc : 

*^ If the Englifli Commonalty Ihould (by this 

•* Bill) gain only this fingle advantage, I think 

** it a very confidcrable one, that it will hinder 

•^^ the nation from being over-run with Lords. 

^^ We know, that in the fale of an eft ate it is no 

" fmall 



Ji^t. The PLEBEIAN. ^ 331 

^ fmall recommendation to the hu} er, rhat there 
** Is no Lord within fo many miles of ir ; and 
f* the dtftanpe of fuch a borderer h olVen 1 ^uktd 
^^ upon afi an equivalent to a year's {aire! afe. 
i^ But who can be fecure from fuch a n^ighl our, 
^* whiift ti4« fpecies is fo apt to incrcHf? and 
*^ multiply ? I (hall rwt infift upon pav inp^ of 
^* 4^8, which IS looked upon as a niorai duiy 
**amotigft Commoners, who cannot but be 
^* fprry tofteany additions to an order of men 
*^ tliat are ftcltcred by-privileges from the de- 
^* mands of their honcft and induflrious cre- 
^ dltors. To which i^any confiderations of the 
** like nature might be added, were they not 
^"^ ofevious to the* private reflexion of every' 
«* reader *.*» 

I cannot very weU account for k, how this 
"Author comes to take fe great a liberty as he 
^has done here ; even fo far, as to endeavour to 
make it believed, that the Lords are fheltered 
from their juft debts ; whereas every one knows, 
a Lord's goods and effefts are Viable to the pur- 
^*fuit of his creditors, though hrs perfon is always 
protefled. This Author and J differ on every 
account, as to what relates to this branch of tht: 
T^egiflature. They feem to me to -have beeh 
for many years, and to be at prefent, a juftand 
honourable body. This, I think, is owing to 
the frame of that body, and the ittuation ?t - 

*'?;'a6i, 287. 
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THE PLEBEIAN. 

N' III. Monday, March 30, 1719. 

By a Member of the House of Commons, 

Farther Considerations upon the Reports, 
relating to the Peerage. 

THE Plebeian expelled before now to 
have heard again from the Old Whig, 
cfpecially as to his making good the laft p^- 
ticular taken notice of in the Paper^ Numb. IL 
which relates to the part he was pleafed to affirm 
his Majefty had already taken in this affair; and 
for which there does not feero to be any foun- 
dation. However, as ^^^ is.afil ia ie Jlow^ th» 
Plebeian is willing to wait fome time longcf 
to be fatisfied in that point. In the mean while, 
to fhevv with how much candor be proceeds in 
this difpuce, he will not decline publilhing in 
this paper a Speech made in a kind crf'a privatl!- 
public * Company, for the Bill ; in which all the 
arguments on that fide the queftion are urged 
with that great ftrength of reafon, and with all 
that advantage of oratory, for which the honour- 
tfole perfon who made it is fodefervedly admired. 
The form in which it was fent to the P^^ 
BE IAN is as follows : 

^ In a-Goinroktee of the HMlft^of^SoiAttMttfi;/ 

A SPEECH 
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A SPEECH in the Long Room at the 

. Comptroller's *. 

^* Optat Ephtppia bos -f.''— Hor. i Ep. xiv- 43. 

**^Mr. Bladen, , 

** THOUGH the worthy gentleman that 
*' fpokc laft has reprefented the Bill that occa- 
** fions this meeting as dcftruftive of all that 
*^ ought to be dear to every one that values 
" his country, yet I am not afhamed to appear 
** for it with all the little zeal I am majler of. 
*^ According to the way that I havs the honour 
^^ of thinking of thi^ matter^ this feems to me to 
*^ be the beft Bill that ever was offered us, and 
*^ therefore I Jhail be for it to the laji drop of my 
*^ breathe I wiib any gentleman would lay his 
** hand upon his heart, and anfwer me whether 
^^ che making twelve Lopds at once in a late 
**^ reign, was not the wickedeft thing that ever 
'* was heard of. And fuch a thing I am certain 
*' may be attempted again, if we do not Ihew 
** them tinew game, and give them one and thirty 
** of our own friends, to prevent any fuch prac- 
" ticc for the future. The worthy gentleman 
^ was pleafcd to fay, That the noble Lord wha 
••was the author of that advice might in fome 
*^ mcafure be cxcufed, if. that matter is com- 
*^ pared with what is' now propofcd. 

* Maktin Bladen. Efq; ChairmaniOf the! Cororaittee on the 
Peerage Bill, was ComjAroller of the Mint. 

•(•*' The Ox ivould Trappings weai." Dun comb i. 

4 "Thst 
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** That Lord fays, he plainly ibewed that 
*^ he thought what he did was a juftifiablc a(aion, 
** becaufe he left the door open for himfelf to 
«* to be called to account for it, in the fame 
•* manner as all other Miniftcrs had done before 
** him ; and did not endeavour to put himfelf 
«* out of all reach, by fixing thofe perfons to be 
*' his judges, who concurred with him in what 
«* he did. Sir, I muft tell that worthy gentle^ 
** man, that though it has often happened that 
" wicked men have been infatuated, and flipped 
«• their opportunity ; yet that Ihould not prevent 
" honeft gentlemen from providing for their 
** own fafety upon the like occafion. In all 
** thefe cafes, that worthy perfbn added, that we 
•* ought to confider quo animo a man ads. I 
** have already given my judgement in another 
** place as to thofe words, and I fhall give the 
** fame opinion here again. The gentleman, he 
** thinks that this is a very bad Bill ; that is 
^\ his quo animo. I think it a very good one ; 
^* that is my quo animo. As to what he faid 
** about the Scotch Lords, that this would 
*^ be invading their property, and taking away 
^^ their birthright, out of a pretence of curmg 
*^ a public inconvenience ; and that, in the fame 
«* way of arguing, any Parliament may as well 
«« take away the Funds; nothing being more 
f inconvenieiit to the publick^ than paying fuch 
1 y great 
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'* great ahd'cndlefs taies : I hope the gentlemafh. 

** will allow there is a great deal of difference 

*' between what is done by friends, and what 

*• is done by enemies. If we do take away 

** their property, I hope there is nobody hefe 

'^ that imagines that we do it out of ill- 

'* will ; and the world muft allow, that what is 

**^ done is rather out of kindnefs to ourfelve^, 

** than out of malice to them. Befides, I have 

"been informed by a very Honourable -Gent le* 

*^ man. That three of them are Boys at fchooli 

*' and I hope nobody can imagine at this time 

*^ of day, th^t any of thofe Gentlemen, fot 

** whom I own I have the greatefl: efteeiti, 

** would be fo barbarous as to hurt young boysy 

'* out of an averjion to their per/on s. As for 

** thofe oi riper years y there arc feveral of them 

'* JacobiteSy as the fame Honourable Per/on has 

*^ aflufed me; and I hope no fuch fort of people 

*^ will meet with any encouragement here, 

•' Gentlemen are pleifed to dwell much upon 

/^ the Scotch Nobility in this cafe, as if their 

** Reprefentatives intended to take their property 

«* from them ; whereas it is, very plain, they 

•^ intend to make a Pr of them ; and is not 

<* that the fame thing to the whole nation, fo 
<^ long as it is all amongft their own countrymen ? 
^* And therefore I cannot imagine how any body 
^' can be foabfurd, asto look upon this as a 
Z '' breach 
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*• breach of the Union •. And 1 hppc we ftiall 
** hear no more of that matter. 

«* There has been one thing often infinuated 
^* in this debate, as if fome gentlemen were i»- 
** fluenced to come into this propofal by ajfurance 
** of ?eerag€s^ as if they had warrants in their 
^^ pockets, and 1 do not know what. For my 
** part, Sir, I adt according to the heft of my 
** underftandingj and none of thofe mean coa- 
** fiderations can have any weight with me. As 
" for all their titles and honours, / caft tbem all 
'** behind my back^ like chaff before the wind. For 
" all which reafons, I Ihall be heartily for the 
"Bill." 

%* " The PATRICIAN, N« III. t^tis pubifhct!, April 4, 172^. 

«« We are beft of all led to • 

*♦ Mens principles by what they Oo/* Hud. 

On the fame day appeared, " The MODERATOR, N» I. To be 
'* continued ticcafionally. T he Argimicnts for and againfl fuch a BiUis 
*< is talked of, for regalating the Peerage, fairly ftated, with fome lU- 
« flexions upon the whole. By a Member pf Parliament. Af^^w-tn- 
'< tijjimui. Printed for J. Roberts, Price 6d.'' This feems to ha?c bew , 
the only Number. 

" The complicated Queftion divided,'upon the Bill now ilepcnding^ifl 
<< Parliament, relating to Peerage, written by Mr. As o ill. Sold by 
" J. Dai-by and J. Roberts, Price 6d." 

" Remarks on a Pamplilet, intitulcil. The Thoughts of a Member 
<* of the Lower Houfe. Printed for J. Roberts, Price 6d.** 

On the nth of April, 1719, the fourth Number oPthe PaTHIcUK 
was pubiiihetl, with this note from the Cato of Mr. Addison. , 

" — ^ While the Fathers of the Senate meet 

** In clofe debate — 

« U'ith love of Freedom ^— 

" I'll thunder in their ears their country's caufe, 

" And try td rouf* \\f) all that's BritiQi in them." 

THE 
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H^ 2. Thursday, April 2^ i:J^i9. 

WIT H 

~ ' ) . ' ' - • ■ ' • : 

Remarks upon the Plebeian. 

"«« — '• Eja! 

** Quid ftatis ? Ndlint. . Atqtii licet efle beatis; 
** Quidcaufe eft, merito quin illis Jupiter kmbas 
** Iratus buccas inflet ; liekjue fe fore pofthac 
** Tarn fecilem dicati" HoR. i Sat. i. 18. 

** Why ftand you thos ? whence fprings this ftrange 

** delay? 
** None will be blefs'd, yet every mortal may. 
** Since Heaven, incens'd, no more will condefcend 
** 7*0 their next fuit, a gracious ear to lend.'* 

Shard. 

TH E Author of the Plebeian, to Ihew 
himfelf a pefedt mafter in the vocation of 
Famphlet writing, begins like a fon of Grubftreet^ 
with declaring the greateft efteem he has for 
himfelf, and the contempt he entertains for the 
fcribblers of the age. One would think, by h^ 
way of reprefenting it, that the unexpefted ap- 
pearance of his pamphlet was as great a fur- 
prize upon the world as that of the late meteor, 
or indeed fomething more terrible, if you will 
believe the Author's magnificent defcription of 
bis own performance, The Plebeian -f, fays be, 

• See PIC 2 5 3. 543. f P. 310. 

Z 2 ft ar ting 
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fiarttft% Jxrth unexfeSeMy^ ibey were forced like 
people in a furprtze^ or on an irwafion^ to march 
immediately any troops they bad. If Cardinal AU 
beront^s attempt, which furnilhes the allufion, 
fucceeds no better than that of his friend the 
Pamphleteer, he will not have much to boalt of. 

Our Author, in his triumphant progrefs^ firft 
animadverts on a Writer, whom he fays he never 
read, which being my own cafe, I (hall leaVc 
that Writer to defend, himfelf. The fecond He 
nrentions, confidering the ftrength of his argu- 
rnents, and the clofenefs of his reafoning, dc- 
fervcd a little more regard from the Plebeian, 
who, it feems, with much ado went through the 
performance. This would certainly have been 
true, bad he gone through it with a defigii to 
anfwer it. 

Having routed Baronius, and corfounded Be!- 
larmine, pafs we on to the next, faid the Country 
Curate to his admiring audience. Our Author 
purfues his conquefis with the fame fatisfaftion 
and intrepidity. In the firft place he is angry 
with a writer for affuming the name of the Old 
Whig, who may more juftly recriminate upon 
this Author for taking that of the Plebeian, a 
title which he is by no means fond of retaining, 
if we may give credit to many Ihrewd gueflers. 
But he tells the Old Whig *, that he expeded 
from that title no lefs than the utmoji wrath and 

* p. 31S. 

indigo 
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indignation againft the Houfi of Lords* Hov«^ does 
this agree with the cenfure he paffes upw hitn 
afterwards, for treating thatjp^cies infuch n man- 
tier as he dares not venture to repeat */ I muft 
however remind this Author of the Milk with 
which he nurfesmr Nobks^ not to omit his ^^g^ 
^ated Pool I paflages of fuch a nature, that, in 
imitation of the Author, I Stall difpatch th^ni 
/With an Horre/co referens ! 

The. Author, in the next paTagraph, gives lis 
a definkioa of the point in debate, viz. that // is 
fi Jumble t and a H^dge-Fodge ; a moft clear, com- 
prehenfive, arid elegant account of die matter ! 

The Author then continues his animoiifies 
agaiflft the Ephori of Lacedamon ; but this paf- 
fage I fhall wave fw: two reafons.: Firft, becaufe 
it is nothing to the purpofe ; Secondly, becaufe 
I am informed there are two or three koen dif- 
putants, who will return a proper anfwer to jt, 
when they have difcovered the Author. 

The Plebeian proceeds to detedt an imaginary 
miftake in the Old Whig, for having afferted 
that ther4 has been as great an alteration in one 
branch of the Legiflature^ as is now fropofed to be 
made in another. A fadt immediately puts an 
end to a difpute, and, in the cafe before "us, 
fland^ thus ; 

♦ P. 3g2. f P, 3u. 

Z3 King 
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fcing Henry VIII. added to the 1 g^ 

Houfe of Commons — J^ ^ 

King Edward VI. — -—44 
Queen Mary — — 25 
Queen Elizabeth — — 62 

* King James I. — — 27 

• The queftion now is, whether the reftratning 
^the number of the Houfe of Commons to what 

it is at prefent, was not as great an alteration in 
that branch of the Legiflature, as the reftriaion 
now propbfed would Ibe to the other branch of 

- the Legiflature, Ihould it take place in it. To 
which I fliall add the following quefticn: 
Whether the inconveniences, arifing from that 
continual increafe in the Houfe of Commous, 

' did not makef the reftraint upon it prudent and 

- neceflary •, and, Whether, if the like inconveni- 
ences arife from this perpetually increafing 

< Houfe of Lords^ it is not as necefTary and as pru- 
dent to put a (top to it ? As for the little towns 
oiWaUhet and Dunjier, our Author can draw 
nothing from them to the advantage of his caufc, 
if he can bcftow labour and time enough, of 

' which he finds it neceflary to be very fparing 
in this argument, to perufe the printed Hft of 
pounties and boroughs, to whom the privilege 
of fending Reprefentatives to Parliament was 
granted or reftored by the feveral Princes above- 
mentioned ; and to anfwer the Ihort query pro- 
poTed to him at the «ndof it, with relation to 

Queen Elizabeth. After 
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After having propofed thefc queftions in plain 
terms, I come in the next place to one of the 
Plebeian's, which is carried on in inetaphor, 
;ill ic ends in foniething that is pad my under- 
ilanding. £ut tbefe retrcncbpienis being ncwmade^ 
tbe quefiiqn, fays he, at prefent is^ wbether the 
Commqns ought to go onjiripplng the Crown of ever) 
jewels till it becomes lefs refpkndent than the Dogt 
i>/ Venice's coronet^ or lefs comfortable than thi 
Sword-bearer* s Cap of Maintenance^ f 1 Ihall 
pnly confront this metaphorical query with one 
that is adapted to men of ordinary capacities^ 
«* Thefe retrenchments . being made; whether 
f ^ the Comaions ought to accept the offer of the 
J^ Crown, to part with a prerogative that is ftill 
** exorbitant and dangerous to the Community ?*^ 
But our Author's chief concern is for the 
jpoor Houfe of Commons, whom he reprefents 
as naked and defencelef^, when the Crown^ by 
loiing this prerogative, would be lefs abletopro^ 
ted them againjl the Power e/ a Houfe of Lords -f-* 
Who forbears laughing, when the Spanilh Friar 
yepr^fents Little l^iciyiiY J, under the perfon 
of Gomez, infulring the Colonel that was able to 
fright him out of his wits with a fingle frown? 
Th$s Gomez, fays ht^fiew upon hwi like a dragon^ 
%pt him downy the Devil being flrong in him^ and 
gwe him bajiinado on bajiinado^ and. bicjfet upon 

♦ p. 3x6. t IbL'. X See pp. 253. 339. 
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buffet^ which the poor meek Coitmilj being ptsJlratCy 
/uffered wkh a mji Chrijlian Pc^tienfe^ The 
joipirobabiluy of the faft never fails to raifc 
mirth in ibe audience; and one may venture tq 
anfwer for a Britifli Houfc of Coq3inon$^ if w6 
may gucfs from its cot^dudt hithcito, that it will 
fcarce be cither fo tame or fo wekk, afi our Au- 
ihor fuppofei. 

Thp Plebeian, to turn off the force of th^ 
remarl( upoo another paragraph'^ has recourfe tp 
g Ihif? ichat is of great ufe to contfoverfialWrit^rs, 
l>y aflirming that his Aatagonift millakcs hi< 
fneapicng. Let the . impartial Reader judge 
\^hcther ^tn anfwcr, that proves this altcratioti 
V^0ild not be detrimenti^ilto the Hcufe lof Furs^ is 
not fuitefj tp an objodlion whith fays in fo many 
words, that it would be detrimental to the Hbufe 
it/elf*. ; B^> faysc the Plebeian in this his reply 
to. the Ol© Whig, // woiU mt be dHrimentat H 
them in point of Tower y but it will be, ietriment^ 
pn account of fhofe taknts which ought to aecom*- 
fany Power ^ the want of which the Commons will 
feel in their judicatkr^* Which is^ in other 
words, *^ I do not mean when I fay that it will be 
^* detriment aViO' the Hotife of Peers iffelf^ that it 
f* will be detrimental to the Peers, but that it 
•* will be detrimental to the Commons," I ap- 
peal to any ma;n, whether the Old Whig igto^ 
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rAnity^miJloak tbc liatural feirfe;of thofe words^ 
pr whtthcx^the Plebeian ignorantly expreffcd 
that which hejiow fays^ ^yas his meaning in 
chafe words*. The PLEBErAN having jwhis for- 
mer paper reprcfented/ that this c>ld landing 
body of Peers, without receiving numero\3S ad- 
ditions from time to tima, would become corrupt 
and 4)ffenjip£ like a ftagnaUd Pool *, tells us here 
va exeufe for them, that they will be effenjive 
ffi. others^ hta fi^tfer.mve 1/ tf^emfilves. If I could 
ftfppipfe, with the> Author, that they would ever 
bb in this lamentsabte pickia, 1 (hould be of his 
Opinion, that they ought to \>t fweeiened iy fucb 
wbjole/omCfpure^ and frefh fir earns as are continualV/ 
faffing into them. 

. , The Plebeian next objeds to the Old 
Whig's calculation of the probable extinftioti 
erf two Titles, taking one year with another. By 
the calculatipn generdly received^ fays this Author, / 
fitppofe he means the l{/i fublijhed by way of prelude 
to this projed f . Whereas the Old Whig could 
not take that lift for his calculation, but formed 
his calculation from that lift, and from the na- 
ture of the alteration which is propofed. This 
pbjedion will immediately vanifti upon dif- 
covering the fallacy of the Plebeian's argu- 
ment. He fuppofes no greater number of ex- 
tinctions would happen among the Englifh 

' * p. 3«7- t P'3»8. 
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thor will ODly go fuch lengths with me, as to 
allow there ever has been a bad Sovereign, or, 
not to (bock him with fuch a fuppofition, that 
there ever has been a wicleed Miniftry, and that 
it is not utterly impoffible but there may be 
fcich in times to come, my argument ftands en- 
tire. God be thanked, we are now blefled with 
a good King, and with the profpeit of fuch for 
our days, but cannot anfwer for thofe who arc 
yet unborn, fince they will ftill be men^ and 
therefore liable to imperfedion. 

The Pleiei AN was hard-fet by the anfwer of 
the Old Whig to his arguments. That the L/- 
mitaiion of the number of the Lords would run the 
Conflitution into an Arifiocracy^ and has therefore 
very prudently fliufSed the confideration of that 
point under another head, where he forgets the 
Old Whig's reply to what w^s urged againft 
his opinion in that cafe, fo that he has vifibly 
given up the point which was moft material in 
his firft Plebeian. The Old Whig's remarjf 
therefore flill Hands out againft him unanfwered, 
. and plainly turns his own ill confequence upon 
him, by Ihevving there is a vifible tendency 
to an Ariftocracy as the Conflitution now ftands, 
which would be taken away by the alteration 
propofed. But it is ungenerous to infult a baffled 
adverfary } 1 Ihall therefore proceed to the next 
particular in difpute. 

5 The 
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The Old Whig affirms, th2it the Power of 
giving mmey and raijing taxes is confined to the 
body of the Commons, and that all the privileges 
together of the Lords are not equal to that One of 
commanding the Purfe of the community. The 
Plebeian allows the confequcnce, but cavils at 
the pofition, which is a received maxim among 
the Commons or England, the Poflrine of the 
Houfe of Commons in particular, and eftablilhed 
by the praftice dff every Parliament in the me- 
mory of man. Let us now fee what the Ple- 
beian affirms in contradiftion to it, and by the 
way obferve whether he perfonates his part well, 
and fpeaks the language of one who writes him* 
felf a Member of the Houfe of Commons. The 
Atithor afferts. That whether a Money-bill may 
not originally tah its rife in the Houfe of Lords ^ 
is a point never yet clearly given up by their Lord^ 
fiiP^f if he is not very much mtfinform^d. Thif 
point, if I am not very much mifinformed, wa« 
never claimed by the Houfe of Lords, and has 
not a fingle precedent in the pradbice of that 
tody in the Legiflature. He afterwards afferts 
that the Commons have no more power over their 
fellow fubjeSls eftates than the Lords t. Is not the 
power of granting a fupply, fixing the quantuna 
of that fupply, appropriating every part of it tg 
paiticukr ufes, and fettling the Ways and Means 

» p. 316. 
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for ralfing it ; is not this power over their fellow- 
fubjeds eftates much greater than that of the 
Lords^ who can neither add to, diminifh, nor 
alter any one of thefe particulars ? And if the 
power of the Commons extends itfelf to all thefe. 
points, how can the Author further affirm, that 
all which is peculiar to the Commons in this matter 
is, that they have hitherto been allowed to chufe 
what tax t bey judged eajieft for the people! But 
what (hadow of reafon is therefor him to pro- 
ceed in aflerting, x\izt every day^s experience Jhews 
us J that if the Lords differ in opinion from the 
Cotjimons, their Power is at an end; fince, on the 
contrary, experience Ihpws us, that whenever the 
Lords have pretended to fuch a power, they have 
always been over-ruled by the Commons ! Our 
Author tells us, /^v concurrence of the Lords is as 
neceffary to a Money-bill as to any other Bill *. That 
ii not denied ; but he mud allow that the Lords 
concurrence to a Money-bill is not of the fame 
nature with their concurrence to any other Bill, 
ly^'hich they may undoubtedly change, amend, 
^nd return, upon the hands of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, for their concurrence in fuch amendments 
as the Lor^s (hall think proper. Befides, to 
ihew the Plebeian how much the purfe of the 
comnHinity is at the command of the Commons, 
bt him conljder the cafe of a vote of credit, 

♦ .p. 321. 
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which IS tranfadled wholly between the Sovere'^n 
and the Lower Houfe. To this we may add, 
.that the Sovereign himfelf, in his Speeches to 
Parliament, applies that part -which relates to 
nroney to the Houfe of Con^monSj^ diftindt froru 
that of the Lords ; by which method it is plain 
the Crown fuppofes thofe privileges are vetted 
in the Houfe of Commons, to which every 
Member of that Houfe has always pretended, 
except the prefent Author. 
, The Plebeian in the next paragraph makes 
^ufe of a very fure and wife method of confound- 
ing his antagonift, by putting his own fenfe upon 
^a paflage in that Author's pamphlet. The Old 
Whig reprefents how dangerpus it would be to 
our conftitution,.if the Crown, which is already 
.poffeffed of a certajn means to over-rule one 
-brj^nch of the Legiflature, Ihould ^ver be ablie 
to Influence the Eleflions of a Houfe of Com- 
mons, foas to gain one to its meafures ; in which 
.cafe, if liberty was endangered in the Lower 
Houfe, it could not make a Hand m the other. 
The Plh^beian perverts this meaning after the 
foUovying manner ; This Jut/jofyfays he, aj/urei 
us, that the Crozvn has tower enough to gain a 
Hoiife cf Commons of what complexion it fleofcs ; 
.and, alter puzzling himfelf in his own voluntary 
blunder, is difpleafed wi h the Old Whig for 
Xiot pro|)ofing to cure an inconvenience which 

he 
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he never affirmed ta be in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, as well as that which he proves to be ia 
the Houfe of Lords ; fo that he would have had 
him quit the fubjeft which he had undertaken, 
to fpeak.of one which he had nothing to do 
with. But fuppofing the Plebeian had rightly 
flated the fenfe of the Author, the inconvenience 
in the Houfe of Lords is that which is woven 
into its very Con flit ution, and therefore at all 
times expofes us to its ill confequcnces ; whereat 
what the Plebeian fuggefts with regard to the 
Houfe of Commons is only extrrnfic, and acci- 
dental to that body, if it ever happens in it. 

It is not probable that this difpute between 
the Plebeian and the Old Whig will laft many 
weeks : but, if there was time to difcufe the 
whole point, I think it may be fliown to a de- 
monftration, that the check of the Crown upon 
the Houfe of Commons, whith is the Power of 
DiJfoluttOTij is, by infinite degrees, a weaker check 
than that it has in the prefent ConRitution upoti 
the Houfe of Lords, which is the power of 
adding to it what number, at what time, and for 
what purpofe it pleafes : nay, that the power 6i 
DIflblution is alfo in its nature a check upon the 
Houfe of Lords, as it diffolvesthemin a Legif- 
lative capacity, and may break the mod dange- 
rous cabals againft the Crown, which are fuch 
as may be formed between the leaders of the 

Two 
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Two Houfes. Thefe two points, if drawn out 
into fuch confiderations as naturally rife from 
them, would fully eftablifli the neceflity of three 
branches in a perfed: Legiflature, and demon- 
flrate that they fhould be fo far feparate and 
diftin(9: from each other, as is eflential to Legi- 
flative Bodies : Or, as the Old Whig has be- 
fore explained it, ^* If one part of the Legi- 
** flature may any ways be invefted with a 
^' power to force either of the other Two to 
•* concur with it, the Legiflative Power is in 
*^ reality, whatever it may pretend to, divided 
** into no more than two branches." 

I have hitherto followed the Plebeian in his 
dwn method, by examining, Firji^ his replies to 
the objedlions made by the Old Whig ; and. 
come now to his Second general head, wherein 
he formally propofes to conftder the argument as 
the Old Whig jlaies it hiwfelf. And here I 
was not a little furprized to find, that, inftead of 
anfwering the fevcral diftinft arguments urged 
by that Author in defence of the bill, as drawn 
from the nature of Government in general, from 
the Britilh Conftitution, from its efFedts on the 
Crown, on the Houfe of Commons, on the 
whole body of the Englilh Commonalty, and 
from the ill confequences it would remedy in 
the prefent Conftitution; the Plebeian con- 
tents himfelf with attacking but one fingle argu* 

A a ment 
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ment of his Antagonift. Till the Plebeian fhali 
have anfvvered thofe otber points, I (hall take it 
for granted that he gives them up. Not to 
multiply words, I believe every Reader will allow 
me that an Author is not to be much regarded, 
who writes profefledly in anfwer to a difcourfe 
which proceeds on many arguments, when he 
fingles out that argument only which he thinks is 
the wcakeft; efpecially when he fails in his anfwer 
even to that fingle argument. A famous French 
Author compares the imaginary triumphs of 
fuch a kind of difputant, whom he was then 
dealing with, to thofe of Claudius, which, in- 
flead of being reprefented by the ftrong towns 
he had taken, and the armies he had defeated,; 
were teftified to the people of Rome, by a pre- 
fent of cockle (hells that he had gathered up on 
the fea-fhore. 

But to come to the matter before us. The 
Old Whig, after having con(idered it in feveral 
views, examines it with regard to the whole 
bulk of the Britifh Commons. Under this headhe 
has the following words : '' But the great point, 
** and which ought to carry the chief weight 
*^ with us in this cafe, is, that the alterations 
'* now propofed will give fuch a mighty power 
"to the bulk of the Englifh Commons, as can 
«' be never counterbalanced by the body of the 
«^ Nobility." Now, what the Old Whig here 

calls 
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calls the Great Point with regard to the Com- 
monalty of England, the Plebeian infinuates 
he calls the Great Point with regard to the 
whole controverfy, and defcants upon it accord- 
ingly. Whereas it is evident the Author infifts 
upon many points as great as this in other 
\iews of the queflion. The Old Whig affirms, 
that the Commonalty has infinitely more wealth 
than the Nobility, which was the proper con- 
fid^ration of this place. The Plebeian re- 
turns for anfwer, that the Commonalty is indeed 
much richer thsMi the Nobility, but that the 
Houfe of Commons is not fo rich; which was 
not the proper confideration of this place. It 
H impoffible for a difputant to lofe the caufe, 
who i? ^ matter of fuch diftinftions. I re- 
xnember I was once prefent at an Univerfity Dif- 
putation, which was managed on the one fide by 
a notable Peripatetick. The queflion which he 
defended in the negative was, Whether Comets 
are above the Moon ? The Sophifter, being prcffed 
very hard by the force of demonftration, very 
gravely extricated himfelf out of it by the fol- 
lowing diftinftion. Comets ^ faid he, are two<- 
foldy bupra-lunar and Sub-lunar. That Supra- 
lunap Comets are above the Moon I do allow ; hut 
that Sub-lunar Comets are above the Moon I ut- 
terly deny. And it is of this latter kind of Comets 
^ that the ^ejlion is to be under/food. 

A a 2 The 
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The fallacy of the Plebeian's anfwer being 
thus far difcovered, all that he further adds in 
his own way of arguing will be eafily confuted 
by unraveling the matter which he has very 
artificially perplexed. The Old Whig fup- 
pofes that every Lord in the LegiQature, taken 
one with another, may be worth 5000). a 
year, in which, for argument's fake, every 
one knows his conceffion has been vaftly too 
liberal. The Plebeian values every Member 
of the Houfe of Commons at gool per annum 
one with another, in which it is plain he has 
been exceeding fcanty. Nay^ many are of 
opinion, that upon cafting up the whole fum 
of property that now refides in the Houfe of 
Lords, it would not exceed that which is in the 
Houfe of Commons. If this particular ap- 
proaches to the truth, all arguments of a fu* 
perior Power arifing from its greater property 
fall to the ground of themfelves, as being raifed 
on a falfe foundation. To which I muft further 
add, that if this increafing Power ftill continues 
in the Crown, the Property of the Houfe of Peers 
will ;W//^i//^Ai^furmount' that of the Houfe of 
Commons ; and that, on the contrary, if the Bill 
paflcs, it vifibly tends to prevent the impoverifli- 
ment of the Houfe of Commons in point of 
property, and to fill; it with men of fuch eftates 
as ia a few years will be more than a counter- 
balance 
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balance to the Houfe of Lords^ even under this 
view. 

But, further to (hew the weaknefs of the Ple- 
beian's reafonings upon this head, I will allow 
that the Houfe of Lords enjoy at prefent, and 
may ftill continue to enjoy, a greater (hare of 
property than the Houfe of Commons. But 
notwithftanding thi-i conce(Eon, to which the 
nature of the thing does not oblige me, it is ftill 
evident that the immenfe property which fubfifts 
in the bulk of the Englilh Commons will fen- 
der their Reprefentatives more powerful than 
the Body of the Lords. This will plainly ap- 
pear from conlidering the very nature of Repre- 
fentatives ; from thole jundures which can pof- 
fibly give them an occalion of exerting their 
Power; and from matter of faft. 

It is implied in the very nature of Reprefen* 
tatives, that they are backed with the Power of 
thofe whom they reprefent ; as the demands 
of a Plenipotentiary, let his perfonal wealth or 
power be as little as you pleafe, have the fame 
weight with them as if they were made by the 
Perfon of his Principal. I will beg" leave to 
borrow from the Plebeian an example of the 
Bank of England, which, as he makes life of it, 
has no manner of analogy with the fubjcdt of 
the difpute. Is not the whole ftock of that nu- 
inerous Community under the guid:ince ot a 
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few Diredtors ? And will any one fay, that thefc 
Diredors have no other influence on the publick, 
than what arifes to them from the fhare which 
they perfonally enjoy in that (lock ? The Author 
urges that the Peers are principals, which in 
reality is the reafon why their Power is not to 
be apprehended in oppofition to that of the 
Commons : whereas, were they only Reprefcn- 
tarives of a Body immenfely rich and numerous, 
they would, bcfide their own perfonal Property, 
have fuch a fupport as would make them truly 
formidable. The whole Commons of England 
are the Principals on one fide, as the Lords 
are the Principals on the other ; and which of 
thefe Principals are armed with moft Power and 
Property I 

, To confider in the next place thofe jun(Surcs 
that <;an poflibly give them an occaiion of exert- 
ing their Kovver. It is on both fides fuppofed 
to be in Rich cafes as will afifeft the rights of 
the Englilh Commonalty, in which cafe every 
Commoner of England is as much concerned as 
any of their Reprefentarives, 1 hus if four Lon- 
don Citizens, to make the cafe exaSly parallel, 
were deputed to maintain the rights of their 
Principals, as Citizens, who can imagine that 
they would not be fupported by the whole 
Power and Property of the City, and not be 
too hard for any two or three great men,*vvho 

bad 
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had ten times their perfonal eftates ? Now as 
the Plebeian's fuppofition reduces things to 
the laft extremity, it can only take place in a 
rupture, which is never likely to happen. And 
in that cafe, as thefe two great bodies muft adt 
feparately, there is no room for confidering how 
far the Concurrence of the Houfe of Lords is 
neceflary in a Money-bill, which entirely takes 
away the Author's reafoning in page 327. 

But matters of faft are the bed arguments. 
We both agree that Power arifes out of Pro- 
perty ; and the Author himfelf has given an in- 
llance of the Power of the Houfe of Commons 
in having been able to efFeft the ruin of the Mo- 
narchy and Peerage, Whence had the Commons 
this Power, but from, being fupported by their 
Principals ? 

The Plebeian thinks he (Irengthens his 
point, by adding that the Lords are a fixed Body. 
To this I might reply, that the Principals of the 
Houfe of Commons are as fixed a Body as the 
Lords i and therefore, however their Reprefen- 
tatives may vary, ihey will continue intent, from 
age to age, to aflcrt and vindicate their peculiar 
rights and privileges, unlefs we can believe that 
any body of men will adt againft thofe two 
ftrong motives of felf-intereft and felf prefer- 
vation. I might further venture to fay, that 
men of the greateft wealth and weight in the 
A a 4 Houfe 
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Houfc of Commons are almoft as fure of a feat 
there, as if it came to them by inheritance. But 
fiippofing the Houfe of Lords never fo much 
fixed, and fo manageable by two or three great 
men (for which very reafon additions are very 
often made to them, which the alteration would 
prevent), we have feen that their United Power, 
if tbeir number is limited, can never be a match 
for that of the Houfe of Commons, fuppofing 
Hill fuch a rupture as the Plebeian all along 
imagines, in which each body is to adt feparately 
for itfclf. 

The Author, in the remaining part of his 
pamphlet, appears like every Writer that is 
driven out of all his holds. He endeavours to 
fet the Crown, and the whole body of Peers^ 
vipon his adverfary ; accufes him in efFeft of Scan- 
dalu:n Magnatum ; nay, and gives very broad in- 
timations that he ought to be indided for Higlv 
Treafon. 

I (hould not have given myfelf, or the publick, 
all this trouble, had I not been fo peremptorily 
called to it by the laft Plebeian. I do affurc 
him, my filence hitherto was not the efFed of 
old age, as it has made vntjlow^ but to tell him 
the truth, as it has made me a little tejlyy and 
confequentiy impatient of contradiction, when 
1 find myfelf in the right. 1 muft own, how- 
ever, that the writer of the Plebeian has made 

the 
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the mod of a weak caufe, and do believe that a 
good one would ftiine in his hands; for wliich 
reafon I (hall advife him, as a friend, if he goes 
on in his new vocation^ to take care that he be 
as happy in the choice of his fubjed, as he is in 
the talents of a Pamphleteer. 

•*♦ The Author of a Pamphlet, intituled, " Six Qneftinns, ftated an4 
** anfwered, upon which the %\lM)le force of tUe Arguments for zml 
♦* againft the Peerage Bill depem's, printed for J. Roberts, 17 ly,"* 
8vo, ftts out thus : " It is my opinion that much daiknefs and pcrplexiry 
*' have been introduced into the queftion now in agitation, by wcirtli 
** and ih'ngs, very foreign to a matter which toucties only the peculiar 
•* conftitution of Government, in which we of this Nation aie concerned. 
" If we ftrip the debate of fuch words as Patkici an and Plebeian, 
** which do not at all anfuer to Lords and Commons joioeu with a 
** King in all A<ils of Legiflation : If we leave otf talking of thcuatiuie 
** of Aristocracies and Democracus, which only amufe and dif-. 
*' tra6l the mind of the enquirer : Jf we take out of the queftiou all aU 
" lufionstothe Kphori of the Lacedccmonumsj as diftant in their com- 
** dition from the ftate of our Peers, as in the fituation of their country j 
<* all ftoi ies of the Nobles of Drrmari, or of the Power of our Bakons 
** ID times of old, which has no rel tion to the Power of the Pc cks of 
** <rrfat JBr tji«i in the condition in wliich this Bill leaves them, fun- 
« roundtd with a World of rich and free Commoners : 1 %, ifthel'e and 
*' the like wonts and thii gs be quite removed, and the confuteration of 
« Men confined to a few jKiints which ou;j^ht, and which muft,deierraiii« 
<• the equity '>»* iniquity, the wiidom or weakncfs, of the fchcme jiow 
« before the Parli^iHient, we migiit hope that Gentlemen might, on both 
*< fidesi be more clear, and Itfs perplexed, in their feutimeutb tliaa ihcf 
" yfct fetm to bp." 
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THE PLEBEIAN. 

N** IV. Monday, April 6, 1719. 

Considerations UPON THE Reports about the 
Peerage, continued ; in particular, with 

RELATION TO THE ScOTS NoBILITY. WiTH 
REMARKS ON THE PaTRICIAN, No. IL AND 

THE Old Whig, No. IL 

By a Member of the House of Commons. 

" -Quorum melior fententia menti. 

** — Pelago Danaum infidias, fufpeftaque dona 
** Prsecipitare jubent.'* Virg. iEn ii, 35, 

■ The reft, of founder mind, 
The fatal prefent to the flames defign'd. 
Or to the watery deep. Dryden. 

THE Plebeian has been obliged to objed 
to the Old Whig, one of the Infirmities 
of Age^ viz. Slownefs ; and he mufl: now take 
notice of another, though he does it with great 
leluftance, that is, w^nt of Memory ; for the oU 
Gentleman feems to have forgot, that at his firft 
appearance he promifed the publick a particular 
Treatife on the fubjedt of the Peerage^ as it re- 
lates to Scotland^ p. 304. 

There is at prefent very little probability that 
be will be fo good as his word^ and therefore I 

Ihall 



N^ 4. The P L E B E I AN. 365 

fliall not delay any longer publilbing fomething 
that is come to my hands on that head, which 
in my opinion may be ofufe in this contro- 
verfy. Indeed, 1 am informed, that it has al- 
ready been produced in a weekly pamphlet, 
which very few people, I fear, ever read, called, 
7he Honeji Gentleman ; and therefore 1 hope at 
lead to be excufed in making it more public, 
and in ufing this worthy perfon as an ally in this 
quarrel, fince I have fo ftrong a confederacy 
againfl: me. What I am fpeaking of, is a Letter 
from a Nobleman of Scotland to a Gentleman cf 
England. When I mention a Scotifli Noble- 
man, 1 would not have it underftood 10 be one 
of the Elc5ly but one of the OuUafls ; and as the 
cafe of thofe unfortunate perfons will be. if 
poffible, more abjed: and deplorable than that 
of the Commons of England, it is not ftrange 
that the Plebeian Ihould endeavour to do theca 
what fervice he can. 

The Letter is as follows. 

«*SlR, 

*^ iF the pleafure of doing good be indeed 
^* its own revvarxl, you will cnfily excuie the 
<* trouble of this letter. Nothing is fo ralkn- 
** live as misfortune : Put they furely miy be 
** allowed to fpcak for thcmlelves, who, v.^ rhey 

*' find 
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•* find to their great furprize, have none to fpeak 
•• for them. 

•' I was born a Peer of Scotland, formerly a 
** charader of fome importance, but at prefent 
*• (I am afraid) degenerating into fo little fig- 
•* nificancy, that perhaps this is the laft time 
*' there will be any reputation to me in own- 
** ing it* 

*' Every one that is acquainted with our hif* 
** tory fees very well how much we gained, and 
** what we loft, by the Union. We loft our 
•' Senate and our Senators; we loft the fervicc 
*' of many of our great men, and they feem to 

** have lofl: I know not what. But yet it 

** might be remembered by your free and ge- 
*^ nerous nation, that when we refignedourfelves 
*^ to that Union^ we intended at leaft to have 
** retained the rights of men and fubjeds, wilh- 
** out the leaft fufpicion of any encroachments 
** upon us, which you have ever fo bravely re- 
•'jcScd from ypurfelves. And even at this 
" Union, there were fome articles agreed to, 
" which feem to make for our country, and 
** which it would l)e very proper for the party 
/' in the prefent defign to confult ; and if after 
«' that they can deliberately give us up, they 
<« merit all the reproaches that the injuries of a 
<' i)etrayed ruined people can extort from them. 
« We juftly call ourfelves a ruined people: for 

*Mf 
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** if at prefent we are any thing Ihort of it, 
** what may we not expedt from thofe, if any 
** fuch there are, who Ihall dare to aflume a 
** Power which we never gave ihem ; and that 
" not to be ufed for our advantage, but to the 
** injury of the nation they reprefent, and the 
*' Peerage of which they are part ? It is certain, 
** a principle that can at any time prevail above 
** the Lave of one's country, may engage them 
*^ at fome time or other in any defigns, to the 
** very extindtion of it. 

** Next to the pleafure that flows from the 
** confcious innocence of an honeft heart and 
** a good meaning, the art of difguifing and pal- 
** Hating a bad one gives the greateft, though 
" the falfeft fatisfadlion. Thus I have heard 
^* it has been alledged by fome who have been 
** too advantageoufly engaged on one fide of 
*' the queftion, that there is a very ingenious 
•* di(lind:ion to be made between abfoluiely 
'* violating fuch and fuch articles, and a com- 
** modious deviation frot^i them, for certain 
*' reafons ; though a plain man would not imnic- 
'* diately find out the real difference. 

*^ I have read in very old books, that Juftice 
** was once the end of Ppwer, and that the 
** Great were fuch as were meritorious and ufe- 
** fui. But if this Bill fhould pafs, it would feem 
<* that thofe errors are to be exploded by this 

^•Bill; 
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*• Bill ; and yet many of the mod antient fa- 
** milies among us believe, that they and their 
" defcendants are thereby to be made unhappy 
•* and uneafy to themfelves, and ufelefs to their v 
** country. They think the title of a Lord is 
*' the mod infignificant part of his character; 
** but when it is worn to adorn the merit and 
•* fervices of a truly great Man, it expofes Vir- 
*^ tuc in the mod amiable light to univerfal 
•* emulation. — How irkfome will it be to many 
** a great fpirit to be thought a mere Lord, to 
** refle(ft on the worth of his great anceftors, and 
to inherit only their title ; to have every talent 
•* of being ufeful, but the Power; to hear his 
•' fathers called good, and great, and wife, and 
" himfelf his Lordfbip !— May we not expeft that 
*' if great men (hould find themfelves thus 
•* managed out of their birth-rights, they will 
*^ jiot eafily refign themfelves to a life of indo- 
" lence and fupinenefs, but ftill hope that fome 
•* occafion or other may court them to adtion 
** elfevvhere ? God forbid it Ihould be againft 
*/ that country which fhall have fo injurioufly 
•• rendered them fupernumerary to its happinefs, 
** and which would then perhaps too late find 
*/ them fatal to it. 

•Mn fuch cafe they will, no doubt, pretend in 

" their juftification, that by having been thus 

V diveftcd of their birth-rightj in reprefenting 

4 " them* 
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'^ themfelves, or the right at leaft of eleding 
*^ their Reprefentatives, that they apprehended 
** they were implicitly difclaimed by the Go- 
*^ vernment, and reduced to the condition of 
" outlaws, and thereby difcharged from the 
** obligatians and laws of fociety. 

** But as the injuries, which we fear may be 
" done us by this Bill, do not fo nearly affeft 
** you, I might give feveral reafons, why 'as 
*^ Engliflimen you Ihould reje^ it ; and flicw 
'* you, that at the fame time that it will be the 
** greateft difcouragement to the merit of the 
'* Commonalty, it may end in equal diftonour 
^* to the Peerage. 

*^ As to the Commonalty, it is apparent that 
^* almoft every great Genius has for a long time 
** been produced among them, and all the pofts 
** of fervice have been filled by fuch who were 
** born Commoners, while the oiBces of mere 
"favour and fliow have been fupplied from elfe- 
*' where. The reafon of this is evident. A 
** Commoner finds a great deal of merit necef- 
*' fary to his charafter, as an Equivalent for the 
^* want of Quality ; while the young Lord, in- 
*^ finitely fatisfied with the adulations of his 
*^ creatures and dependants, with eafe believes 
^* what is their intereft to tell him, and fo aims, 
<^ no higher. But, fhould this Bill pafs, a Com- 
** moner will have as little incitemtiit to great 

•^ afl:ions 



368 Thp plebeian. N^ 4. 

<« aftions as a Peer, and be as far below the 
" poffibillty of rifing, as"a Lord is often above it, 
< As to the Peerage, if we look into their 
«* aflenibly, and compare the many that fit there 
*< by right of defcent, with the charadlers of 
" thofe who were firft created to thofe honours, 
" and confider the modern education by which 
•* they are ufually formed to their future great- 
*' nefs, how much loofenefs, flattery, and falfe 
** politenefs, they affedl from their firft entrance 
** into life ; we Ihall be able to form fome notion 
" of what fort of Geiiiufcs that aflembly will be 
** compofed twenty years hence, in cafe this Bill 
•^ Ihould pafs, which is ever to be our fupreme 
** court of Judicature, but will be incapable of 
•* receiving into it even the moft confpicuous 
•' merit of the age : I fancy it will very little 
** refemble the body of antient Barons of this 
'* Kingdom, whofe adlions fupply fuch an il- 
•* luflrious part of our hiftory. On the contrary, 
^ we may expedV, that as they have before been 
*' voted ufelejsy they will be in danger of being 
" really fo ; and if that is ever the cafe, though 
•* now and then a family Ihould be extinft, and 
*« thereby an obftacle to virtuous aftions be 
" removed, it will be in vain to endeavour to 
*< retrieve their Honour, by thinking to fupply 
** the extind:ion with a man of worth and merit, 
•* who will not be over-fond of making one in 
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•* fo mdrffcrcnt an aflembly. So that this pro- 
•* jcdt, which pretends to do fo much for the 
** honour of the Houfe, may prove a» injurious 
•* to it, as to every one that is excluded from it. 

•*^ A ConMnoner Ihould not too carelefsly re- 
•* ply to this objedion, That the more infigni- 
•* ficant that Houfe appears, the greater weight 
•• is in the Reprefentatives of the people} for 
•• the Commons are the guardians of the Con- 
" ftitution in general, as well as the private 
^* rights of their Eledors in particular : befides, 
*V it does not feem. upon juft reflection fo expe- 
*• dient, that that Court, which is the dernier 
•• refort of Juftice, fliould ever be filled with 
•* fuch Judges as they might defpair or difdain 
•• to apply to for reliefs 

•• But, in fine, if public juftice is as obli- 
*' gatory as private ; if what is fo injurious to 
•• our Country may be as fatal to yours ; if 
•* fuch a Bill would be the greateft provocation 
•* to difafFedion and uneafinefs to a powerful body 
•* among us, and the greateft difcouragement to 
•* merit both to you and us ; if it would prove 
** prejudicial to the reputation of the Peerage^ 
•* though not to their power, which is worft of 
*• all, for at the fame time it would lay the foun- 
♦* dation of a moft wretched Ariftocracy \ if the 
** notions of- Faith and Honour 4ire not obliter* 
•* atcd J if the moftfolemn engagements are any 
B b •• more 
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" more tlian words ; if we ought :not to violate 
•* the Rightfc of Nations for mer? private convc- 
^* nience ; this Rill will be rejcfied with the dc- 
V tcftation with- which all true Britons will treat 
•* ever)^ incroacbxncnt on the rights of mankind, 
^ or their fellow^fubjeclsi I anj. Sir, &c/' 
: I cannot but think that what this Noble 
Briton has here faid on thie prppafal for turning 
fixteen Scottifli eleftive Peers into twenty-five 
hereditary ones, to the exclusion of all the reft 
,of their :prindpals, tnuft make great imprcffion 
upon every one that thorwigbJy confiders iti I 
havo not yet troubled^thje publick, throughout 
the whole courfcof this affair, with my thoughts 
€n this point. For my part, I ^m (o far from 
being of opinion that this precarious Jtttuition oi 
the Scotch Peers is an £W/ in the Body of the 
Houfe of Lords. |hat wants to be xemedied, that 
it feems to me to l?je 9 very fartfinate circumfiana^ 
find fh. Uji remedy that can H pravidedfor the 111 
that both the Lords and Commons complain of. In* 
deed, if theXords can be fatisfied with nothing 
lefs than being made abfolutely Independent, v/hichf 
as it has been plainly fliewn, is entirely deftroy- 
ing the Conffitution; I muft eonfefs this will 
not anfwer their purpofc : but if it be reafonablc 
they ihoiald bie under fome influence of the 
Crown, as the other braoch of the Legiflatwrc 
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Is, and, however,' may be defirous that theit 
drgnity be not debaftd, nor their weight di* 
ininiihed by the frequent additions of Peers, 
which the neceffities of affairs may require to be 
madeio their Body ; is it not in this cafe z^defirable 
iinumjlancej that the Crown can change once in 
three or four, or a faw years more at fartheft, 
fo many of their Members, as may ?.iifwer the 
intentions of the Government, and not add to 
their number ? And in like manner, if the Com- 
mons are apprehenfive that the frequent draughts 
out af their Pody, to make an over-balance in 
\ht Houfe of Peers, are detrimental to their 
|)ower, in point of property, by taking (o many 
confiderabie eflates from them ; are they to be 
inftrumental in changing that precarious fitu- 
ation of fo many Members of the Upper Houfe, 
as leaves it in the power of the Ctowri to mak6 
fuch alterations in that Houfe, from time to 
time, as the Grown may think expedient, with- 
out taking one Member from the Commons ? 

Befides, there is a reafon of another nature 
why the Commons, in my judgement, ought to 
reft very well fatisfied that the Crown has' this 
PGw<er over fo many Members of the other 
Houfe; becaufe it is juft the fame kind of 
Power as the Crown has over the Commons 
themfelves. And in fome circumftances this 
may prove even fuch a check upon the Crown 
B b 2 as 
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as the Commons may reap advantage from, and 
prevent the putting fuch fuddcn periods to their 
Being, as have been known formerly. Nay, I 
very much fufped, that if the propofed alter- 
ation fliould be made, the efFed of it would be 
very foon felt ; and if fo, I beg Gentlemen would 
confider with themfclves, what reception tbcy 
may in all probability meet with from the general 
Body of the Commons of England, immediately 
after their having given fuch Power to the 
Houfe of Peers, as no one ever ventured to men- 
tion to^ their anceftors. How this matter is un- 
derfiood in the country, we hear from all parts 
already ; and this is indeed an Advantage from 
the late Recefs on the fide of thofe who arc 
againft the Bill. 

But to return from this digreflion. How little 
foever what has been faid may relilh with fome 
of thofe of another body, I am fpeaking here 
as a Commoner of England ; as one that has no 
ambitious defire of being a Lordy but very great 
apprehenfions of being a VajfaU As the Houfe 
of 1- ords now ftands, there arc feveral members 
of it in the fame circumftances with myfclf ; g 
what reafon have I to confent to any thing that 
ihall put any of them into a more independent | 
date than I found them ? Is- there any one of 
their LordfHips that would not laugh at a pro- 
pofal for making any numbers of the Commons 

keredftarjff 
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i)ereditaryj who are now all eleBive^ though it 
might be done with the fame juftice as to then: 
principals ? Their Lordfhips would all faj% 
^hat is the Gonftitution of the Houfe of Commons, 
and there we will leave it. And has not this 
been the Conftitution of the Houfe of Lords 
ever fince the Btitifh nation was united ? 

It is allowed that, accordmg to the treaties 
between the two kingdoms, confirmed by the 
moft folemn Afts of Parliament, this is true. 
But then, fay they, other things w^re promifed, 
without which they would never have con- 
fented to the Union. For my part, I have as 
bad an opinion of vral tradition in Politicks j as 
in Religion ; and therefore nothing of this kind 
can weigh at all with me. But fuppofing that 
there is fome inconvenience, in the prefent fitu- 
ation of the Peerage, to the Houfe of Lords, 
that difficulties may happen in relation to the 
feats of fome Noblemen amongft them ; are not 
thofc difficulties arifen entirely from themfelves? 
And is it not an odd compliment to the Com* 
mons, that if the Lords /^^/ a thorn in their feet ^ 
they fhould dejire the Commons to take it outy to put 
it into their own? ?iuxt\y they will never be 
brought to do this ; much Icfs to endanger theif 
utter ruin, for the convenience of another body 
of men. 

Bb3 Whilft 
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Whilftlam writing tly^j the Old Whig, 
Number IJ. is come to my hands. I really 
thought be had been departed; and whether it 
be hiwfslf, or his Ghq/i that walks, 1 am not 
thorough Jy fatisfied. 

The firft Or.D VVh|g, I muft confefs, had 
Hated his argun>ent, and was going on very regu- 
laHy, if he had not been difturbed in his pro- 
grefs; but this fecofid is as inconfifient as poffible. 
Jn the firft paragraph of the performante before 
me, he treats the Plebeian as a Grubjiret^ 
writer 5 but in the iafl^ and feveral other pata-* 
graphs, as a very able Jhrezvd fellow. • 
. As to his remarks on the Plebeian, Numb* 
II. he owns himfelf, ** That he was very unwil- 
^* ling to have been concerned any farther in the 
^\ difpute, and nothing could have engaged him to 
^^ have given himfelf , or the public k any more 
** i rouble y had he not been fo peremptorily called 
«' to it by the laft Plebeian *. 

But as to what that Plebeian calls upon him 
for, which was to make good what he had af- 
ferted in relation to his Majejlfs Conceffion^ he 
does not fay one word about it. Indeed, in his 
Motto he hints at it, and a felhw-^Labourer of 
.this Author has fpojke out fomething more plain- 
ly on this fubjedt. Upon the whole, it; is very 
extraordinary. Here is at prefent the greateft 
favour or bounty, call it which you will, offered 

te 
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to the'Commons, that ever was known, and the 
like it is probable will never be made to them 
ilgain ; and yet I do not know how it happens, 
they are fo blind, or fo perverfe, that they will 
tiot fee what hfo prodigioujly for their good i nay, 
^ne can hardly tell how to get theminjo it by 
any tnems nufhatever. The Patfligian fay^, 
<* It is an affront of the higheft nature to the 
*' Crown, and a petty kind of Rebellion to refufe 
**'this offers" And the Olt> Whig feems to 
feeofoiMnion, that they defferve to have their 
^rs bdic€df(Hr it. As to the reft of his Motto, 
^ih^ltra qwaeri Pkbeiiis'^. But whether this 
J)roje<?t was chiefly irttended for the benefit of 
the Cdmmfoils, I leave every one to judge from 
both thefe Authors, one of which plainly dif- 
covers, 'V That he has a prodigious concern for 
•^ innocent Minifters^ and trembles for what 
** may happen to them from Kings who are yet 
^* unborn f/* But the Patrician has two 
paragraphs, which Lftiali tranfcribe without any 
Commentary. ^* The general clamour, &f^* z% 
•* if the defign of limiting the Number of Peers, 
** and reftraining the Prerogative of the Crown, 
V was at firft projedked witha. view of infuiting- 
** the Prince of Wales, who by this proceeding 
** will be debarred the liberty of creating Peers 

* Horace, 2 S.-d. H. t88. . 

" — ^|y qweftions I reilrain| 

" A mean Plebeian born." Duncombe. 

tP.3f«. • 
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•* as his prcdeceflbrs have done» is fo low a re- 
•* fledlion on the prefcnt Miniftry, that I (hould 
*^ not have regarded it^ but that I find it a 
•* popular one *. 

*^ In Ihort, we never know into whofe hands 
•* the reins of Government may devolve. It 
•* therefore behoves us to fecure our privileges, 
** that we may not fall the vidims of any afpi- 
♦* ring Prince's enraged difpofitions *f .** 

But to return to the Old Whig. I confefs, 
I am uncapable to anfwer what he calls hi« 
Remarks, or his Objedions. When I talked to 
him laft, it was, as to the Commons, upon a 
foot as he had dated it himfelf, That. the Crown 
could have a Houfe of Commons of what com- 
plexion it pleafed ; which are his own wordg« 
As to the Lords, That they had a vcr^ con* 
fiderable property of one million a hundred and 
feventy-five tboufand pounds per annum : But 
BOW he fays all that was only a Jeji. And as to 
the Commons, the Crown has no power at all 
ever them ; and as for the Lords, he pleads po« 
verty in t^eir behalf. And he behaves in the 
fame evafive contradi<flory manner, on every 
other point in difpute between us. Bur what is 
worft of all, he very frequently, for want of any 
the lead ihadow of an argument, has recourfe 
to telUng oUJlories, as if they were things that 
happened but yefterday ; which, I confefs, is 

♦ Patuxcuk; N* U. p. $. t I*>i<I- P- U- 

• another 
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another of the defeHs of age. And if he will 
not continue to be iefty, I feall admontfli him, 
that he has every where proved himfelf Old, 
but no where a Whig. As to what he feems to 
infinuate in relation to what is faid in the fecond 
Plebeian concerning ihcEphori, the Plebeiak 
can maintain it by the beft authority. Crags is 
the man I have all along depended upon on this 
head, and he fays, they led the moft abandoned 
dijfolute lives ; and certainly he ought to know. 
His words are thefe, ^amvis ipji Ephori vive* 
rent indulgentius &f dijfolutius ; p. 78. 

The reft of this paragraph is very mean ; and 
this Author's menaces in this place are as vain, 
as his compaflion in another part of his pamphlet 
is infolent '^. 

I ikall take notice but of one thing more in 
this pamphlet, which is the laft paragraph, in 
thefe words : 

•* Imuftown^ however, that the Writer of 
•* the Plebeian has made the beft of a weak 
^* caufe ; and do believe, that a good one would 
** fliine in his hands ; for which reafon I ftiall 
^* advife him as a friend, if he goes on in his 
** new vocation, to take care that he be as 
f^ happy in the choice of his fubjed, as h^ is in 
^^ the talents of a Pamphleteer.'* 

Authors in thefe cafes are named upon y^^ 
fuiom and if it is right as to the Old Whig, 
* See pp. 253. 339. 343. 

I leave 
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I leave the world to judge of this taufe by com- 
parifon of this performance to his other Writings. 
And I (hall fay no more of what is writ infnp^ 
fort of Vaffalagey but end this paper, by firing 
every free bread with that noble exhortation of 
the Tragedian : 

Remember^ O viy Friends, the Laws, the Rights, 
The generous Plan of Pozver, delivered down 
From Age to Age by your renown'd Fore-fdlherSy 
(So dearly bought, the price of fo inuch Blood.) 
O let it never perifh in your hands ! 
But pioufly tranfniit it to your Children. 

Mr. Addifon*s Cato. 

POSTSCRIPT. ' 

• • - * . 

I B EG pardon for giving my Reader this 
irregular trouble,. having ohiitted fomfithing of 
confequence in this affair. It is faid-, that<by the 
Bill, which perhaps may bt propofcd to the 
eommons*,his Majefty is.tohave the naming of 

the 

* On Monday, April 6, 1719, the day on which the l^'ourth Ple- 
beian was publilhed, the Peerage Bill was reported in the Hoil(b 
of Lonls, and ordered for a tliird reading 00 the 1,4th j but when that 
day arrived, a noble Lord in a very high ftation obferved, << That^ the 
"Bill had hiade a gfeat noife, raifed ftrange appretienfloiis ; arid firice 
^ the defign of it had been fo mifrcprefented, and fo mifunder(iood* 
^ that it was like to meet with great oppofition in the other Houfc, ht 
** thought it advifeable to let that matter lie flill, till a more proper op- 
** portunity :" And thereupoti the tljird reading of the faid Bill was put 
off to that day fortnight. The Bill, wliich was in confequence dropt for 

that 
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;the t)venty-five jhereciitafy Scottifli Pe?rs * thaf 
they are all to be name^ before the next fefiion j 
^ut that if it ftioitld happen that any of the pre- 
fent fifteen fliould. not be of the number of 
Aofe named by his Majefty, in fuch cafeth^ 
prefcnt temporary Peers are to remain Lords of 
ParUtoi^nt fo long ajj this Parliament fubfifts, 
and their hereditary fucGeffors are during that 
-term, to bi withheld from what, it is probable," 
sHeyjmay'be m0re thart a little defirous ofj viz. 
(tftat in theMoufe of Peiri. If thi§ is to be the 
caf€| I baeg leave to ailc thefe two queftiotis : The 
firft is, Whether any of thof6 Lords^ who at 
ipreferit are of the Houfe of Peers, will continue 
to be very ea/y company, when they (hall find 
themfelves excluded at the end of this Parlia- 
ment ^ For that feme of tbeiti are to be ex- 
cluded feejiis. to be indifpuiable, if what is 
inenti'ofied above is. a right ftate b( the cjXe; 
fdr otherWife the fi^cteen might have been M 
declared hereditary, and his Majefty only left; 

that feflion, was reviveii in Decemiber following, when Steele again 
figured away en the fubjeja, as may be foen in page 38 1 & feqq. Sevefal 
alfo of tlje pamphlets relating to that affair, printed during the pre- 
ceding feffion,^ were revived, and new ones printed; anroug thefe were, 
.. •!. '"'Afi account of the Conrfbft of the Mirfiftry vvith 1 elation to the, 
^* Peerage Bill, in a Letter to a Friend in the Court: ry." . . > 

2. " Confiderations on the Peerage Bill, addrefled to the Whigs, by a 
^ Mehiber of the Lower Houfe." 

3. " 1 he Conflitution explained j in relation to the Independency of 
«< the Houfe of Lords ; with Rcafons for ftrengthening that Branch of 
f* the Leg»flature moft liable to Abafe'; and an AnCwer to all the Obier- 
*« tions made to the new-revived Peerage 13 ill." 

6 to 
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to add nine to the Scots^ as he is fix to the 
Englilh. 

The next queftion I would a&, is, Whether 
it is not very natural to think, that thofc Scot- 
tifli Peers who are to be the hereditary fuc- 
ccflbrs of the prcfent eledlive ones, will not be 
very preffing to be put in pofleffion ? Should 
both thefe points be allowed, as I believe they 
tnuft, and likewife that the patrons of this pro* 
jcft do not wifli for any thing, fo much as to be 
in the full enjoyment of this ikiutary fcheme, 
then i will venture to afRrm, that there is no 
one expedient to gratify the ardent defires of 
thofe gentlemen, to deliver them from the dif- 
quietude of thofe that are in, and from the im' 
poriunity of thofe that are to £ome in, but the 
Diflblution of this Parliament. On the other 
hand; if this Bill fliould not be offered to the 
Houfe of Commons, or, if offered, Ihould not 
pafs, I leave every one to judge whether the 
prefent Sixteen Scottilh Peers will not be very 
folicitous of fitting out the remainder of th^ 
feptennial term, to wear off* the impreffions 
which it is to be feared fuch an attempt as i$ 
talked of may have made upon the minds o( 
their eledors. 

fif This day is publilhed. « The Occafional Paper, Vol. III. Numb. 

. «* X. Of Genius** Printed foi' Em. Matthews, J. Roberts, &c. where 

may be had, the fecond edition of " The OccaTional Paper, VoL III. 

*« Numb. IX. of Piays and Maf-fuerad©^" S^ James's Pdft, March 315, 
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LETTER 

TO THE 

EARL OF OXFORD, 

CONCERNING THE 

BILL OF PEERAGE. 

By Sir RICHARD STEELE »• 

^* Rarus cnitn ferme Senfus communis in ilia 

«♦ Fortuna." Juv. Sat, viii. 73. 

Wc fddom find 
Much Senfc with an exalted Fortune join'd. 

Stepney. 

My Lord, Dec. 7, 1719. 

I AM very glad of an occafion, wherein I have 
the good fortune to think the fame way with 
your Lordihip, becaufe I have very long fuffered 
a great deal of pain in reflefling upon a certain 
virulence, with which my zeal has, heretofore 
tranfported me to treat your Lordfhip's perfon 
and charadtcr. I do proteft to you, excepting 
in the fir ft fmart of my difgrace^^and the expul- 

* Firft publilhed, ixi Sw> by J. Roberts, Dec. 7, 1^719. 
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iion out of the Houfe of Commons, I never writ 
any thing that ought to difpleafe you, but with 
a rcludtant heart, and in pppofition to much 
good-will and efteem for your many great and 
uncommon talents. And I take the liberty to 
fav thus publicly to yourfelf what I have often 
faid to others, on the fubjed: of my behaviour 
to you : I never had any other reafon to leflen 
my Lord of Oxford than that which Brutus 
had to ftab C^sar, thp Love of my country. 
Your Lordihip will, I hope, believe there cannot 
be a more voluntary, uncbnftrained reparation 
made to a man, than that I now make to you, 
in begging your pardon thus publicly for every 
thing I have fpoken or written to your difad- 
vantge, foreign to the argument and caufe which 
I was. then labourmg to fupport. You will 
pleafe to believe I could not have been fo in- 
fenfible as not to be touched with the generofity 
of part of your conduft towards me, or have 
omitted to acknowledge it accordingly, if I had 
not thought that your very Virtue was dan- 
gerous ; and that it was (as th.e world then flood) 
abfolutely neceflliry m depreciate fo adventurous 
a genius furrounded with fo much power as your 
Lordfhip then Had. I tranfgrefled, my Lord, 
againft you when you could^make twelve Peers 
in a day ; I afk your pardon, when you are a 

private 
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private Nobleman ; and as I told you, when I 
refigned the Stamp ofBce *, 1 wi(hed you all pro- 
fpcrity, confiftent with the public good ; fo I 
laow congratulate you upon the pleafure you 
ftiuft needs have, in looking back upon the true 
fortitude with which you have paffed through 
the dangers arifing from the rage of the people, 
and the envy of the reft of the world. If to 
have rightly judged of mens paffions and pre- 
judices, vices and virtues, intcrefls and incli- 
nations, and to have waited with /kill and cou- 
Tage for proper feafons and incidents to make ufe 
of themi for a man's fafety and honour, can ad- 
minifter pJeafure to a Man of Senfe and Spirit^ 
your Lordlhip has abundant caiife of fatisfadtion. 
In confidence that you will accept of my for- 
row and repentance for the unprovoked liberties 
1 have taken in my former Writings, I make you 
my Patron in this prefent difcourfe on the 
greateft occafion that has, perhaps, ever hap- 
pened in England. Your Lordlhip will fee I 
write in hade, and the neceffity of prefling for- 
ward to be time enough to be of any ufe will 
excufe the failures in ftyle and expreffion. I (hall 
therefoce immediately fall into the matter of 
the Bill, which I fear may change this free 
ftaite into the worft of all tyrannies, that of an 

• See St IK Li's Letter on that occdfion, dated June 4, 1713, in his 
<* £piA«lary Cdrr«ii>oodeac«i." 
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Ariflocracy : I ihall fupport my reafons for that 
terror, by running through the feveral parts of 
it^ and making it appear that this is more likely 
than any other confequencc that can be fuppofed 
will attend fuch a* law as this would be. 
• The whole tenor of it is very unfortunately put 
together, if any thing but an addition of Power 
to the Peers is intended by it, I believe, my 
Lord, all mankind will allow that the only plau- 
fible rcafon for this law is what your Lordlhip 
remembers as well as I; but the preamble 
afSgns no fuch reafon, but fays, that fixteen Peers 
of Scotland, by reafon of many new creations 
fince the Union, are not a fufficient and pro- 
portionable Reprefentative of that Nobility, and 
therefore they Ihall hereafter not be reprefented 
at all, but a thing •* much more fuitablc to the 
" Peerage of Scotland '' ought to be done for 
them, to wit, ** that twenty-five of them ihould, 
•* at all times hereafter, have hereditary feats in 
** Parliament." I always imagined no one was 
judge of what was fuitable to a man but him- 
felf ; and I fee no manner of comfort that it can , 
polSbly be to one who has ary thing taken from 
him, that the pofleffion of it is more fuitably 
placed. How is it fuitable to the Peerage of 
Scotland, that, inftead of having a Reprefentativc 
of fixteen fitting, by their election, they arc 
hereafter to be favoured with having five and 

twenty 
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twenty there inftead of them^ and not one there 
^ in thicir behalf? It is, my Lord, very much 
below Nbbjemen to ufe^ cunning and artifice; 
and it muft be allowed that the Peers of Scot- 
land cannot complain of any thing like being 
tricked, but their potential feats in Parliament 
are barred and taken from them, not by <:oIIufion 
and double dealing, but the moft unreferved 
and candid uforpation imaginable. But though 
this is done with fo much eafe, and no reafoA 
given but that they who do it are pleafed to fay 
** it is moft fuitable,*' it is to be prefumed thofc 
whofc confent is neceffary for thedivefting in- 
nocent men of their liberty and honour, will 
defire fome better account of the matter before 
they deprive their fellow-fubjeds. I cannot but 
/rom a natural deteftation of injuftice fay, that 
it is the higheft wrong done to the indulgence 
mentioned a little after in the preamble, to ex- 
peft it will be granted in favour of any men, in 
wrong of any other ; and I will not doubt but 
the faithful Commons will alarm that benignity 
from being employed to the deftruftion of itfelf^ 
or oppreffion of others. I hope the beft man 
and beft Prince in the world will be gra- 
cious, fo as to have it alivays in bis fower to he 
gracious. I am fure he will never give his 
people any reafon to complain but of his too 

C c great 
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great goodncfs. Happy the Sovereign, and happf 
the people, when exce(i?e Grace is ail that is 
to be feared from him. Dr. Bitrkbt compli- 
ments King William, ** Non te fortem dici^ 
«* mm, fed querimur.*' This nation may fay at 
this time the fame thing to her Monarcby 
^' We do not only acknowledge^ but bewail that 
** he is fo gracious.*' 

But to come clofe to the point. The P^ers 
of Scotland have an indefeafible right by the 
aft, of Union to be eloded, and to ferve in Par- 
liaitient as Peers of Great Britain^ in the man- 
ner therein ftipulated; and it would be but 
more cruel, not more unjuft, to take from them 
their lives and fortunes^ as this honour and pri« 
vilege which their anceftors purcbafed by the 
frequent hazard of theirs. The termsr qi this 
Union are plain and abfolute ; nor can there be 
any privilege, liberty, or property, fecured by 
it to the meaneft fubjeft of either nation^ vio- 
lated (X altered agalnfi his wiU^ and no fatif* 
factory reparation done him>; \iiithout infriDg^ 
men of the whole aS:^ and leaving the perfoss 
fo injur^d^ at lai^d as iotioctet outlaws^ at 
liberty to avenge by force what was dcwie by 
force; for prbtefkioa and obedience are reci« 
procali and the vrithdra^iog the one difcharges 
the other. What then is the conditiea of th^k 
unhappy men, who iire to be divefted of their 

rights 
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rights knS Jinvilcges of fubjeAs, and yet no 
dodbt to be deemed traitors, flibuld they fly to 
hity Foreign power, or invader of that nation, 
t^hich has in the deareft and greateft confider- 
iations (thofe of honour and diftinflion) made 
them foreignets ? But I will ar^ue this point from 
Ihe nature of power in general, 

Tdwer, a;s it is to be exerted by men over men, 
mud be diredied according to nature, juflice, and 
reafoh.Ttie firft obvious ftep from confufion and 
anarchy tbwafdis fuch a power, is fubmiffion to the 
win of one great good man; but (bch is the we^k- 
nefs arid iiifufficiency of the greateft and bfeft for 
luch a charge, th&t every abatement, limitation, 
and divifiori, of that Power which was at firft 
(defpotic, afe fo' many improvements of go- 
vernment. The Legiflature of thefe kingdoms, 
in fpite of many convujfions, has refted in three 
iftates ; t)ut neither this, or any other form, can 
preferve itfelf, but according to the rules of 
juftice and honour : Power feparated from them 
is brute-force> and becomes violence, which is 
inconfillent with rcafon and nature, according to 
'which it is as juft a maxim to fay. The Legi^ 
llature can do no wrong^ as to fay. The King 
can do no wrong; for to do wrong is not to do 
as becometh a Legiflature, or becometh.a King, 
and therefore not in the power of cither. 

CC2 • . If 
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If we fhould fuppofe the State to commit in- 
juftice, it would in that Aft be as deftruaivcof 
itfclf, as of the pcrfons violated 5 for it would 
ceafc to be a congregation of men living under 
laws, and begin to b^ a collcdion of robbers 
and pirates fupporting themfelves by force and 
ftrength ; it is therefore certain that it is im- 
pofflble, and againfl: the vqry nature of the 
thing, the Legiflature ibould do injuftice. 

The terms of the Union cannot be revoked 
without difuniting the kingdoms ; for after that 
is done, they are no longer held together by 
law, but by force ; and the Power which keeps 
us together mud be arbitrary, and not legal; or 
if legal, not righteous ; for a law not fupported 
by juftice is in itfelf null and void ; nor are the 
makers of it Legillators, but Oppreflbrs. 

Thus then it appeisirs, without any poffible 
contradidion, .that the Parliament of Great 
Britain cannot exclude the Peers of Scotland 
from the benefit of the twenty-third article in 
the aft for the Union, without becoming an 
arbitrary power, afting with an indifference to 
good and evil, on the foundation of Might only. 

Now, as men are attempting what is not in 
their power to do according to honefty, and 
therefore not in their power to do at all, one 
would think this were enough to fay againft it; 
but the world is fo corrupt, that an argument I 

that 
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that a thing is inconvenient is more forpblc 
than reafons to prove a thing unjufl. 

I Ihall go on then to urge that we are fafer 
under the Prerogative in the King, than we can 
be under an Ariftocracy. 

The Prerogative is a Power in the Sovereign, 
not cxpreffed or defcribed by the laws, but to 
be exerted in the prefervation of them, by the 
rule of the general good. And if you could 
prove that the bufinefs of the twelve Gentle-^^ 
men was done pgrely to fave the nation, and 
that it was done for the good of the whole, the 
Statefman who advifed it would deferve the 
thanks of all mankind, for expofing himfelf to 
the mifinterpretation and refentment of future 
Parliaments for the good of his fellow- fubjefls. 
I fay, Sir, the fault is not in the Power, but the 
mifapplication of it : and in judging of this 
matter we are to carry our thoughts beyond the 
age we live in, and abftradt ourfelves from the 
little quarrels and animofities of our time, and 
confider, if this Power may not be proper to be 
lodged in the Chief Magiftrate of this Kingdom 
a hundred years hence* The Magiftracy of the 
King of England will be difabled if thi!s Power 
is taken away ; and we are to exped proteftion, 
as well as fear oppreflion from it. And, my 
Lord, had I time, I am confident I cpuld cite 
you as many inllances of prefervation from the 
C c 3 prcro^ 



390 . Sir Richard ^Steele's tWTXa 
prerogative h good I?ri|i,ces, ii$ qi vipl^^op fjj^ 
arbitrary ooe^. I believie k lyi^L.puwle ^H tb? 
Civilians in tke /woild to account foe the be- 
iiaviour of the Sixteen Lords on thia^ occ^fioi^ 
For though a Deputy, or Repcefentativg, h^ 
indeed full right to a^ for bi$ Principal or Con- 
Aituent in as ample axul.efiS^idinil manner as if 
it were fuch hi& Pirincipal h|ni&i£ who did all 
Mkkh he the Rcprefentatdtvea^); tf the famf 
time, it is from ceafpn ^od eq'uity underflopd, 
that the& adsihould be for hii Con|]^ijt;u€^ot's 
goo4 and interell^ and never: C9,abe^0&ftri;edt<^ 
extend to the taking, aU the ConlUti^nt'd pro^ 
perty, and converting his authority to aft for 
hioiy into a power to adagainfthifQi 9^u^h ^^ 
for veiling in himfisify the Rgprejintativje^ the 
right entrufled by the Prirusipal;. . 

I will not pretend to doubt but tJiat thoii) 
noble Peribnages have under die hands and £eaH 
of all and cv^ecy of their Eledors^ the Peers of 
;Scotknd, fuU power and authority for this al- 
teration; without which. authority., this proceed* 
ing cannot be reconciled to cooamon honcfty* 
But I will aver, that if the. thirty odd, who arc 
tobe enobled by this Bill, are to be made up by 
prefent i^mbers of the Houfeof Commons, 
fuch Members are to climb to. honour through 
infamy. Nor can I imagine what comfort rea- 
Ibaable creatures can take in an advan^enient fo 
^ purchafed. 
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]Rimliafed^ but that of hiding the fur-names o€ 
their families, which they ihall have made de- 
tcftablc, under the covering of titles. 
' This is not^^my Lord, talking paffionately, 
but plainly and hpneilly ; and I do not do fuch 
men, if there ace fuch, injury ; but th^y do m# 
and. €very Commoner of England injury, by 
treacherouffly attempting to facilitate the paiTage 
pf this dreadful Bill into a kw, that may enflav^ 
their prefent equals, and conurivif^g to partake 
c^ the tyranny over them obtained by fuch their 
perfidioufnefs. 

My Lord, what I pisomtfed to maintain was, 
that the Bill is made for an Ariftocracy, at^i 
kideed it feems to me calculated for nothing 
elfe; nay, it h^s not fo much as the appearancd 
of any thing elfe ; for though a man pf honour, 
that is to fay, a man of coafcious integrity^ 
knows that he is a Peer for the fake of his fel- 
low-fubje£ts, and that this right is vefted in him 
and his family for the fake of fociety, not for 
feimfelf and fuccefibrs only ; yet is there no part 
of fociety confidered in this Fill, bu€ merely the 
Peers and Nobles. Your Lordihip, who ha^ 
declared againft it^ haa obferved this with proper 
care of the Prerogative ; give me leave to declare 
the fame, not only in behalf of the Prerogative, 
but alfo that of th^ People. The Lords exercife 
a powqr in the laft refeurce of jufltce ; and an 

C c 4 appeal, 
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appeal, they fay, lies to them from the Courti 
of Weftminftcr-hall for detcrmiriing all the pro- 
perty of Great-Britain ; and yet they are willing 
to have a law* which muft neceflarily difable 
them from being a Court of Juftice, that is, a 
capable Court of Juftice, for the future. The 
Bill even provides for their infufficiency as to 
this purpofe; and there is a claufe, which^ in- 
ftead of looking out for great and knowing men, 
is very careful to leave Power in the King to 
give titles, in cafe of extinfticMis, to minors. 
But fuch at the fame time is the partiality of 
the Bill, that females are to be excluded from 
their future right, as if a Lady of good fenfe 
were not as capable of bringing into the world a 
man of fenfe, as a boy under age is of becoming 
9 man of juftice and honour from the mere re- 
commendation of his fortune ; for it is not to be 
doubted but that would be his beft prctenfion : 
but Lords have thought it more eligible to have 
in view the providing rich hulbands for their 
daughters from among the Commons, than 
leaving it to their ^female heirs to make Lords 
of the defcendants of meritorious Commoners. 

Tlius, my Lord, you fee the Ariftocracy is 
already fet out by this Bill; for all the ppovifions 
and limitations of it regard only the titles and 
honours of the Peers, and a prodigious care is 
takep that no one ibould fufifer from po^ble 
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contingencies and diftant incidents among them* 
felves^ but no regard had to the known imme- 
diate prefent rights of thofe who do not fit in 
their Houfe, but have title of eledioi) into it j 
there is no difficulty of deftroying thofe whom 
they know to have titles, but they are prodigious 
tender of hurting who may have titles of which 
they'do iiot know. ^ And we Commoners are 
fuppofed not to have eyefight enough to fee 
through this noble fubtlety, iThe Lords will be 
Judges, and. give and admit to whom they pleafe 
incidental claims; but extinftions are to be fup- 
plied only by the King, and he might jioffibly 
give them to perfons they fliould not like. 

The worthieft circumftance in the Bill, is the 
favour and notice taken of the title in the 
Dutchefs of Bucclugh; and if good fenfe, virtue, 
and all manner of merit, are reafons for honour- 
ing any perfons in their defcendants, the heirs 
of that illuftrious Lady have ipdifputable pre- 
tenfions ; and I hope the King will never want 
the afliftance of his Legiflature for conferring it 
upon them, without the affiftance of fuch a Bill 
as this is. 

To conclude, my Lord. The rellraint of the 
Peers to a certain number will render the Houfe 
ufelefs, becaufe it is well khown that the great 
bufmefs is always carried on by men created firft 
in their own perfons 5 and if all fuch were now 

to 



1 



394, Sir Richard Steele's Letter 

to be excluded, I need not fay what would be 
the ability of the Houfc. 
. When tl^ey are confined to a number, the 
ipoft powerful of them will have the reft under 
(b^ir direction, and all the property difputed 
Wore them will he beftowed not by judgement, 
but by vote and humour, or worfe. Judges fo 
made by the blmd order of birth will be ca- 
fKible of no othor way of decifion. It is faid 
th$t power aittfods poverty; it is a$ true that 
power will command property ; and I am at 
liberty to fay, that, according to the degeneracy 
of human nature, the Lords may as welt grow 
corrupt as other men -, and if they fliould da 
fo, b0w will this be amended but by the con- 
il?nt of thofe who ihall become fo corrupt? 
What jftvall we then fay ? Ihall we expofc our- 
lelves to probable evils, with the profpe£t o£ 
wpoffihle remedies againfl them? 

I will not infinuate any thing from the fuf- 
picions or dangers that may very well be ex- 
pedtcd will arife frooi the impatience af thpfe 
new Nobles, ^who ar^ not to be feated in the 
Houfe till another SefEon of Parliament ; but 
am at liberty to fuppofethat fefljon would not be 
very far off after this Bill Ihould becon^. a Law. 
It is hardly to be read ferioufly, when the Bill in a 
grave ftyle and fober contradidion has thefe 
words, " The twenty -five Peers on the part of 
3 '' the 



f* thcPeerag^of Scptl^n4/Va? if thc^y whawcrf 
jnadc inftead of the Peers of Scotland, coyl4 
witjiout a banter bQ cajtlexj ^ecfs on tlje p^rt of 
tl^e Pe^r^e pf Scotj3q4- The tn^ije (Jcfcriptioa 
pf tbeai is, Pe^>s ip^de vyh.cn ^he P?er^ of Sjpotr 
land were no q^ore to b^Pe^s j^ for the.titlj?^ 
i-efting in tUeic fsifniUcj, withput; tqpes of fuc-» 
ceffion in the Pe^r^ge ^p4 I^cgiflat^p, i$ only ^ 
bar againft ^ny p^rtjqigAt;\op pf ppwer aiid inr 
tereft in thqir country. It i^ gptfir^g t^em into 
the cpndipioi;! of Papifts^Qp^yi^^^ fts.tp \«h5tt 
pugiit to be . moflt dear to thjgp^, t^ir Hqodut 
^n^ Reputation. 

It is held by true Politipiap^s 4, n?pft danger*- 
ous thiiig to, give the naeancft pf the^p/:ppjc ^ufl: 
caufe of provogatiop^ iftMch i^MO^px^xni^^ open 
pf fpirit aad diftin^lipnji, and that, witii d^wn^iglHt 
iDJurie^. 

Aye tpi^y flatter ourfelv^? th,^t Propferty is aV 
ways tb^ fpurce of Power j but %cjl Mar *^ who 
led and commanded pien of nwcb greater pror 
perty than hjmfelf, is an inftance that property, 
like all other p^iTeflipps, has its effecjts according 
to the talents an4 aljilities pf th-e qwaer :And as 
it IS allowed that learning an4 courage are very 
common qualities in that nation,! fliould think it 
»ot very advifeable tp prpvpke tljfe gr€;ateft, an4 

• Seejv 6z» 
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for aught wc can tell, the bell men amongft 
them. 

Thus we arc barred from making this law by 
J)rudential rules, as well as from the inviolable 
rule of juftice and common right with relation 
to the Scotch Peers ; but if we coniider the 
matter with regard to the King's Prerogative, 
this Law would diminiih it to an irreparable 
degree ; and it is a ftrange time to take away 
power, when it is in the pofleffion of a Prince 
who ufes it with fo much moderation, that he 
is willing to refign it. iBut we arc to confidcr 
the Prerogative as part of the cftate of the 
Crown> and not confent to the taking it out of 
the Crown till we fee juft occafion for ir. 

His Majefty's indulgence mak,es it fafe in his 
foyal breaft ; ^nd we know of nothing any 
other of the family has done to alter it for fear 
of him. If others have juft apprehenfions, from 
whencefoever they arife, they ftiall fpeak them, 
and prove them juft, before they have any ho- 
neft man's vote for altering the eftate in the 
Cro^X'n. The Prerogative can do no hurt when 
Minifters do their duty; but a fettled number of 
Peers may abufe their power, when no man is 
anfvverable for them, or can call them to an ac* 
cotint for their encroachments. 

I know it is faid, and that very truly, the 
manner of their power will be the fame as now; 

but 
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but then the application of it may be altered 
^hen they ^re an unchangeable body. Schemes 
of grandeur and opprcffion can be formed to 
invade the property, as well as liberty, of their 
fellow-fubjeds; which would, according to the 
prefent eftablifhment, be vain to undertake, 
when they are fubjeft to alteration before their 
projedts could be ripened into pradice and 
ufurpation. 

As for any fudden and furprizing way of 
creation, that lies before the Legiflature for 
cenfure, and the great diminution which all cre- 
ations bring upon the King's authority i« a fuf*. 
ficient defence againft the abuiive employment 
of that authority this way : for when the King 
makes Peers, he makes perpetual opponents of 
his will and power, if they Ihall think fit ; which 
one confideration cannot but render frequent 
creations terrible to the Crown, 

This conftitution has fubfifted in fpight of 
convulfions and faftions, without reftraining or 
expreffing the extent of the Legiflative Powers ; 
nor is it poffible for any man, or affembly of 
men, to circumfcribe their diftindl authorities : 
no, they are to be left eternally at large; and the 
fafety of each part, and the good of the whole, 
are to be the rules of their conduft. And as 
it is impoffible to forefee all the circumftances 
which muft arife before them, there is no other 

fafe 
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kft way, but leatring them at large, fts vigllinf 
thccks upon each other, equally uncoffitied, but 
by reafon and juftice. 

• Hence it is, my Lord, thait I have ^always' af- 
ferted, that if there wa$ any outrage committed 
in the cafe of the twelve gentlemen, the Peers 
Ihould have then wi^hftood the receiving of 
them, or done what they thought fit at another 
feafon for their fatisfadon ; and not when it is 
too late, inftead of Verting their liberties, me- 
ditate their future fecurity in unreafonable con- 
ccffions from the Crown, and difcouragemencs 
upon the merit of the Commons. 

I have, my Lord, lain under unjuft impu* 
tations of turning the perfons and charafters of 
men in prefent power into ridicule * ; but as I 
abhor to do any thing but what I think I may 
defend, I neither have nor will prefume to take 
fuch a licence, but leave it to gentlemen's own 
modefty and refleftion, to confider whether they 
can reafonably think the confummation of the 
Englilh glory and merit is too clofc and reft in 
their perfons. 

After the Bill has fufficicntly provided fof th^ 
Ariftocracy over thefe dominions, it goes into a 

* II was during the prefent or^polition lolhc Court, that SrEEic't 
licence for adting Plays was revoked, and his patent rendered ineffeiluid, 
at the inftance of the t>uke o^ Newcaftlc, thfen Lord' Chahibrrlaiii. ^ 
the The AT« E, N<» YUl. ^ t'jpm. 

kind 
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kmd of oeconomy and order among thcmfelves^ 
which relates to their NobiKty, and not to their 
Peerage* We plain men and Coi^moners will 
not difpute about any thing ivhich we knovr 
CO be merely trifling and ornamental; and if 
they will lie fatisfied with a power in them ^t 
Peers, they fliall be Dukes, Marquefles, Earls, 
or what other words they pleafe, without our envy 
or oppofition. But when we come ferioufly to 
confider what we are going to do> we muft take 
the liberty to be very zealous, as the laft time 
that it may be in our ppwer to make a ftand ibr 
ourfelves and our pofterity ; and Noblemen can* 
not blame Commoners, who are as Ihyinbcw 
(lowing, as they arc importunate in urging thfc 
grant of fuch a Power in themfclves j which caa 
be of no ufe or advantage but to themfelrc*. 
At the fame time one cannot refill obferving td 
them, that, with refpeft to the prerogative, the 
Peerage of Scotland, and the rights of the whole 
body of the people of Great Britain, they cannot 
be more exorbitant in the ufe of this Bill, ihould 
it become a law, than in the circumftances un» 
dcr which they fend it to us for our concur- 
rence ; and it is not third of power, but mode- 
ratioa in the demands made of it, can recom^ 
xncnd men to further truft ; and we cannot ap^ 
prehend but that which would be founded on 
Uftirpation would be exetted in Tyranny, Bur^ 

^ my 
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my Lord, it is to be hoped this unreafortablfe 
Bill will be entirely rejcfted, when no one can 
pretend to amend what is in its very nature in- 
corrigible ; for it would be in vain to attempt a 
fuperftrufturc, which ought to be approved, 
upon a foundation which deferves nothing but 
indignation and contempt. It is a melancholy 
confideration, that, under the preffurc of debts, 
the neceflities of a war, the perplexities of trade, 
and the calamities of the poor, the Legiflaturc 
ihould thus be taken up and employed in fchemcf 
for the advancement of the power, pride, and 
luxury of the rich and noble. I fpeak not this, 
my Lord, to fpread difcontents or fpw divifions,' 
but to compofe and heal them : I fpeak it in 
charity to all men, and addrefs it to one, to- 
wards whom of all others rtiy behaviour has 
been moft exceptionable. Thus far, my Lord, 
have I treated this affair in a mbft folemn man- 
ner, by reafon bf the awful authority from 
whence it comes; but we muft not, on fuch great . 
occafions, be oppreflcd by outward things, but 
look to the bottom of the matter before us, di* 
vefled of every thing that Ihould divert us from 
feeing the true reafon of what paffes, and the 
pretenfions to what is a/ked.. If this Bill is re- 
q^uired for preventing the creation of occafional 
Peers, why at the fame time are five and twenty 
Scotch, and eight Englifh, to be now made i Is 

not 
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not this the fame thing as to fay^ if you will let us 
make fo many this one time^ under the fandion 
of a law, we will make no more, for we Ihall 
have no occafion for any more — ^ /■ ' 

*^ Accufat Catilina Cethegum *.*' 
It appears indeed very unlikely any more 
fliould be wanted; if all that is wanted is to pre- 
vent the fudden andoccafional increafe of Peers, 
a more eafy method for that purpofe is obvious, 
to wit, a prohibition to fit and vote iri Parlia- 
ment, till after a convenient diftance of time 
after their creation. I fpeak not this as 1 ap- 
prove even fuch a remedy ; for every power of 
Parliament (as is already obferved) has from the 
reafon of the thing, and their diftin<3: fafety, 
proper limitations, as well as privileges ; but I 
name that expedient only to fliew that more Is 
aiked than is wanted ; and wtien more is afked^ 
than is wanted, it cannot be thought unfair to 
fufpea much more is to be done with the fu- 
p^rfluous power than is acknowledged. The for<« 
mer conduft of theHoufe of Peers, of admitting 
or opppfing creations of the Crown, ihews that 
they well know they have a power of fo doing,' 
when the reafon of the thing gives them autho- 
rity for it, much more when reafon diftates that 
their, very exiftence, as a Houfe of Parliament, 
is ftruck at, as in the cafe of pourinjg in new 
members ia the midft of their debates. 

♦"Juvenal, Sat. ii. 27. 

D d The 
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The latter end of the Bill fcemstahavc foroc 
compaffion towards the prerogative, and enads 
fomethtng Gracious towards tbe Defcendants of 
the Sovereign before the commencement of the 
Ariftocracy : " Provided always neverthelefs, 
^^ That nothing in this ad contabed Ihall be 
*^ taken or conllrued to lay any refiramt upoo 
^' the King's Majefty, his Heirs or Succef- 
" fors, for advancing or promoting aay Peer,, 
" having vote and feat in Parliament, to any 
** higher rank or degree of Dignity or Nobility ; 
*^^nor from creating or making an^y of tbePrin- 
" ces of the Blood Peers of Grfeat Britain, or 
*' Lords of Parliament ; and fuch Princes of the 
^^ Blood, fo created, ihall not be efteemed to be 
** any part of the niimber, to which the Peers 
•* of Great Britain are by this afl: reftrajned/* 

You fee, my Lord, the grace and favout 
ivhich (as fopn as all their own poftecicy, and 
accidents that could befall them, are provicjied 
for) is mod bounteoufly beftowed upon the 
children of the Royal Family. As this goodnefs 
is conferred on thofe of it who are not yet en- 
titled to th^t Honour,, it is to be prefumed^ in 
fpight of aU gFOundlefs infinuations that are 
^read abroad, nothing veiled in others of them 
will be aflaulted ; but that whatever becomes 
of this bill, their prefent eftates, their then re« 
maining eftatei will be ilill i9violable. I am 

confident 
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confident none will deferve any other; and as 
all human nature is ftibjed: to iniSrmities, thofc^ 
are mod excufable which grow upon the dignity 
of our nature. I will dwell no more upon this 
tender place, but fay with the Tragedian : 
\ u Pyrrhws is violent, but he's fincere." 

To conclude^ my Lor.d^ I will not doubt but 
mens fpirits will be fufficicntly raifed, in a caufe. 
which fo nearly concerns the fubjedt, ffom the 
higheft to the loweft ; and that lince the Houfe 
has given this affair fuch proper ufage, as to 
call a full Affembly to be prefent at the debate, 
it vv'ill ir>falUbly end according to juftice; for I 
can never think the liberty of England in danger 
at fuch a meeting. Rancors, animofitics, and 
private hates, vanifli in common danger ; and I 
doubt not but the zeal that demanded a hearing 
before this full aflfembly, will be doubled at it. I 
cannot leave off till I have done juftice to a noble 
and generous Youth, who pleaded for the more 
diftant day ; and wifti I could reprefent him in 
the amiable figure which he bears in my imagi- 
nation to all the reft of his fellow fubje(fls. The 
Roman, the Englilh Virtue is not loft, while a 
young Nobleman is contending againft a power 
as a Patriot, which he has fo near a pretence to 
US a Son. Filial piety to his country and to hi« 
family had no ftruggle, but worked together to 
break through a modefty which long withheld 
D d 2 him 
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him from taking a leading part in this glorious 
contention. Many, who are nearer to him in in<» 
tcreft and forttine, will, I hope^ on the approach^ 
ing occafion, emulate his virtue. None who 
have the honour to fit in the Legiilature ihould 
be indifferent in it, but exert themfelves acord- 
ing to the intereft they have in thefe dominions, 
the only remaining feats of Liberty. As for me, 
a poor Ple&eiak, who, from the loveof juftice 
and virtue, have, at the entrance into old 
age, but juft lifted my head out of obfcurity 
into noife, clamour, and envy, be it enough to 
applaud and celebrate their noble qualities ; be 
it enough for me to be permitted and forgiven. 
1 am, my Lord, your Lordihip's moft 

obedient, and moft humble fervant, 

R^ Steele. 

♦^ti* •< This Day is publifhed, in a fmaU Volume, Price is. The Sixth 
^ Itnpreffion of the Four Plebeians, or Confid^ations upon the Re- 
^ ports about the Pcerage^and particularly as to th^ Soots Nobility, % 
" a Member of the Houfe of Commons. , With Remarl^ on .ifce Pa- 
** TRiciANs, the Old W»igs, and other Pamphlets that were writ 
<* for the^ippofed Bill, during the laft Seffion of Parliament. Sbld by 
** S. Pepping and A. Dodd ; where may alfo be hail any of the iinglc 
*< Numbers, and where Letters direded for the P l es e i a n are taken in.'* 

Flying Poft, Nav. 2«, 17^9. 

<< On Saturday next will be publiihed. An exaft Account of the £z- 
" petUtion to, and taking of Vigo, jpy an impartial Hand. Sold by 
** J. Roberts and A. Dodd. Where may be had, the Pat«ician, N** 
^ 1. li. in. IV. in anfwcr to the Plebeian/* 

Whitehall Evening^ Nov. a 6, 1719. - 

« The Pcepaga Bill confidercd, as it relates to t^e Scots, pr. idi" 

^b. Dec. 2y 1719.' 
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Speeches in the House of Common;^ on 
. THE Peerage Bill ♦. 

AN engrofled Bill from the Lords, entituled. 
An A61 for the fettling the Peerage of Great 
Britain, was read a fecond time ; and a motion 
being made by the Lord William Powlet, for 
committing the Bill, which was feeonded bjr Sir 
Charles Hotham, the fame occafioned a warm 
and long debate, which lafted from one of the 
clock in the afternoon till near nine at night. 
. The principal perfons, who fpoke for and againft 
the motion, were as follows ; 



For committing the- Bill. 

1 JjoxAWilliam Powlet, 

2 Sir Charles Hothamy 

3 CoU Mortony 

4 Mr. Hambden, 

5 Mr. Secretary Cr^^j, 

6 Mr. Flummery 

7 Mr. Attorney-General, 

8 M.AiJlabie, 

9 Sergeant Pengelly. 
JO Mr. Hunger ford. 



Againft the Committing. 

I Sir Richard Steele y 
% Mr. PittSy, 

3 Six mifred Lawfony 

4 Mx. Horatio Walpoley 

5 William Wykes^YSc^. 

6 Six John PackingtoHy 
' 7 Mr. Methueny 

8 Mr. Heme, 

9 Mx.Ttif nelly 

10 Mx. Robert Walpoky 



I 1 1 John Smithy Efq. 
It is impoffible to relate all that pafled in that 
memorable debate, the rather, becaufe, except- 



• From tht Political State, Dec. 17x9, p, 553. 

Dd 3 
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ing a great many Lords, very; few flrangcrs, 
were admitted into the Houfe. However, to 
gratify the curiofity of our conftant readers, we 
Ihall take notice of fome material paffages, which 
were communicated to us by perfbns of honour, 
and undoubted credit. Sir Richard Steele, 
who fpokeJirft on the oppofite fide, made ufe of 
fome of the arguments againft the Bill, which 
he had publfhed that very morning in his Letter 
to the Earl of Oxford ; concluding, 'That be was 
againfi committing the Billy becaufe he thought it 
would be committing of Jin. Mr. Pitts (poke 
with a great deal of warmth and vehemence 
againft the projedtors of this Bill, whom he 
taxed with mean obfequioufnefs to foreigners, 
9nd with defigns ag^infl the liberties of their 
countrymen, Sir Wilfred Lawfon and Mr. 
Horatio Walpole, who fppke on the fame 
fide, were anfwered by Colonel Morton? On 
the other hand, Sir John Packington fpoke wi;:h 
a great deal of eloquence and weight againft the 
Bill, faying, among other things, ** that they had 
•Vail the reafonin the world to acknowledge the 
•* good intentions his Majefty had been pleafed 
♦* to exprefs in his fpeech, for the good of hi^ 
** fubjedts and.the liberty of our conftitution} 
** but that, in his opinion, his Majefty was not 
«f rightly informed of the manner of making his ' 
<• fubjeds feel the effedis of thofe gracious in- 

** tentions \ 
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*^ tentions ; and that, in particular, the Bill now 
** before them was a very improper return to 
^ all the demonftrations of duty, zeal, and af- 
^* fedion, which his faithful Commons had given 
** fince his Majefty's happy acceffion to the 
** throne : That when the King and hisMinifters 
^ thought fit to enter into a ftridl alliance with 
^* France, and thereby give that ancient and al- 
^^ moft irrccbncileable enemy of England an op- 
** portuiiity to retrieve the extreme Tow and def- 
'* perate condition of their affairs, the Commons 
^f had not oppofed tbofe meafures : That when 
** his Majefty judged it neceffary, either for the 
** good of his fubjefts, or to fecure fome acqui- 
^* fitions in Germany, to declare war againft Swe- - 
^' den, and to fend ftrong fquadrons into theBal- 
^^ tick, his faithful Commons had readily provi- 
^* ded for thofe great expcnces: That when after* 
*^ wards it was thought proper to deprive his 
f^ Majelly's fubjecls of the beneficial trade to 
•* Spajn^ by declaring war againft that Grown, 
*f and fendjng a fleet into the Mediterranean, to 
<' fejrve ^s f^rry-bqats for the Emperor's troops, 
^* the goqd-napured Commons had approved 
^* thofe wife counfels : But that, after all thefe 
f « and feveral other inflances of pbfequioufnefs 
*^ and complaifance which the Commons had 
•* fliewn for the Miniflprs, it was matter of 
«' won^er^ they IJioyld at lait be nq better re. 
Dd4 *^ warded 
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<' warded than by a Bill, which was vifibly cal- 

<^ culated to exclude them from titles of ho- 

«* nour, and to raife the dignity and power of 

^* the Peers : That this fe^med to have been 

** the-principal defign of the Miniftry, fince the 

^^ beginning of this reign, and in particular, to 

^* give one family the abfolute difpofal of all 

'^ honours and favours : Ths^t, for his own part, 

*^ he never defired to be a Lord, but that he had 

^* a fon who might one day have that ambition; 

^^ and he hoped to leave him a better claim t6 

^* it, than a certain great man had when he 

<* was made a Peer : That it was, indeed, an 

*' extraordinary and unexampled condefcenfion 

** in his Majefty, to part with fo valuable a 

^* branch of his royal Prerogative, as is the 

*• beftowing marks of honour and diftindlbn on 

^' fuch as have deferved them by their eminent 

** virtues and fcrvices to their King and Ck)untry» 

*^ However, confidering what equivalent was 

** given by this Bill to his Majefty, nobody 

** would wonder at this conccffion, if it reached 

** no farther than his Majefty. But he hoped 

•• this Houfe would never concur in depriving 

** of fo bright a jewel of the Crown, the Prince, 

** who in his proper turn was to wear it ; arid 

•* who was fo worthy of it by all the royal vir- 

" tues that Ihone in his perfon ; and which, dii- 

** ring his Regency, had gained him the hearts 

•' *^and 



\' 
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^ and afFedtions of all true Engliflimcn ; that 

** fome perfons had, through their indifcre- 

*• tion, occafioncd an unhappy difference ; and 

*' he was apprthenfivc that if this Bill, fo 

*« prejudicial to the rights of the prefumptlve 

** Heir, fhould pafs into a law,. it might render 

♦•that divifion irrecdncileable ; and therefore he 

** wasagainft the committing it." Mr. Hampden 

anfwered one of the moft material objeftibns 

againft the Bill ; viz. •* That it would give the 

<* Peerage an Ariftocratical authority ;'* endea* 

vouring to fliew, on the contTzry ^Tbat the limiting 

the number of the Peers would rather diminijb than 

ittcreafe their power and intereji, Jince thefe were 

mainly owing fo the conjlant addition of riches 

lahich the Peerage receives by the enobling of 

nvealthy Commoners. Mf. Secretary Craggs fpokfc 

on the famelide ; and though heuflieredin hisdif- 

tourfe with a modeft apprehenfion, •* that what 

•• he was going to offer would have but little 

•* weight ;" yet, with all the art of oratory, he faid 

all that the fubjeQ: could bear, and came off 

with general applaufe. He urged, among other 

reafons, .** That his Majefty, fince his acceffion 

** to the Throne, had had no other view, than 

** to procure the good arid happinefs of his fub* 

«« jedls, and tofccure their rights and liberties. 

** That having, in his royal wifdom, confidered 

«* the abufe that was made in theiaft reign of 

I *'tba? 
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«* that 'branch of the Prerogative relating to the 
** creating of Peers, which abufe had brought 
** the liberties of Great Britain, and pf aU 
^* Europe, into imminent danger, his Majefty, 
^* through a condefcenfion worthy of a Prince 
** truly magnanimous, had gracioufly been 
*' pleafed to confent, that fuch bounds be fet to 
^* that part of the Prerogative as may prevent 
•* any exorbitant and dangerous exercife of it 
** for the time to come : That it was only in the 
*^ reigns of good Princes, that Legiflators had 
^^ opportunities to remedy and amend the defeds 
•^ to which all human inftitutions are fubjed; 
** and that, if the prefenc occafion of redifying 
*^ that apparent flaw in our conftitution was 
•* loft, it might, perhaps, never be retrieved." 
Mr. Methuen, formerly Secretary of Statp, 
anfwered Mr. Craggs ; and with great ftrength 
and folidity of argument fhewed the danger 
of making alterations in the fundamental J^aws 
and ancicpt Conftitution j urging the compar 
rifoi) of a building, in which the removing 
of one fingle ftone from the foundation may 
endanger the whole edifiqe. Mr, Heme and 
fome others fpoke on the fame fide. Aftcyr 
which, Mr. Attorney General made a long and 
learned Ij^eech ; and though he owned, •• that 
" he did not like this Bill as it was fent down 
♦« to them ; yet he did not doubt bvit it might 

•' be 
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•* be made a good one, provided the Lords would 
•* give the Commons an equivalent,' and Iharc 
/• with them leveral privileges and advantages 
** which their Lordfhips enjoy. Therefore he 
" infilled on the committing of the Bill, that 
•* they might make proper amendments to it ; 
" and as to the objedion, that it was dangerous 
•* to make any innovations in the Conftitution, 
*♦ he brought in feveral inftances, particularly 
«« the Aft for limiting the SucceflSon^ and the 
*• Aft of Union, which indeed had altered, but 
•* on the other hand had rather improved and 
** ftrengthened, than prejudiced the original 
*• Conftitution.*' Mr. Robert Walpole fpoke 
next on the other fide; and, with his ufual elo- 
quence, and great, ftrength of reafoning, endea-. 
voured to confute all that had been offered in 
favour of the Bill. Among other remarkable 
particulars, he took notice, '^ That among the 
♦•Romans, the wifeft people on earth, the 
•* Temple of Fame was placed behind the 
•* Temple of Virtue, to denote that there was no 
*^ coming to the former, without going through 
^« the other ; but that, if this Bill paflTed into 
•* a law, one of the moft powerful incentives to 
** Virtue would be taken away, fince there would 
*< be no coming to Honour but through the 
♦^ winding iheet of an old decrepit Lord, and 
^* the grave of an e^ctinftNpble Family: That 
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«' it was matter of juft furprize, that a Bill of 
^' this nature Ihould either have been projedled, 
«' or at, leaft promoted, by a gentleman who not 
•' long ago fat amongft them ; and who, having 
*' got into the Houfe of Peers, would now fliutup 
*^ the door after him : That this Bill would not 
^^ only be a difcouragement to Virtue and Merit, 
** but alfo endanger our -excellent Conftitution; 
*' for as there was a due balance between the 
"^three branches of the Legiflature, if any more 
** Weight were thrown into any one of thofc 
*' branches, it would deftroy that balance, and 
•* confcqucntly fubvertthe whole Conftitution: 
** That the Peers were already poflcfled of many 
*' valuable privileges; and to give them more 
*^ power and authority by limiting their number, 
*' would in time bring back jhe Ck>mmons into 
" the flate of the fervile dependency they were 
^^ in, when they wore the badges of the Lords : 
*^ That he could not but wonder that the Lords 
*« would fend fuch a Bill to the Commons ; 
" for how could they expcd that the Commons 
** would give their concurrence to fo injurious 
•' a Law, by which they and their pofterities are 
*' to be excluded from the Peerage ? And how 
*i would the Lords receive a Bill by which it 
" (hould be enafted, That a Baron Ihould not be 
•* made a \ ifcount, nor a Vifcount be made an 
*^ Earl, and fo on ? That, befidcs all this, that 

*^ part 
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•^ pwt of the Bill which related to the Peerage 
'^ of Scotland, would be a manifeft violation 
** of the A& of Union on the part of Eng- 
*' land, and a diflxonourable breach of truft in 
" thofe who reprefented the Scotch Nobility : \ 
** That fuch an infringement of the Union 
^* would endanger the entire diflblution of it, 
^ by difgufting fo great a number of the Scotch 
** Peers as ftiould be excluded from fitting in 
^* the Britifti Parliament. For as it was well 
•^ known that the Revolution fettlement flood 
^^ upon the principle of a mutual compacSt, if 
•^ we fliould break firft the Articles of Union, 
«* it would be natural for the Scots to think 
^^ themfelves thereby freed from all allegiance, 
«* And as for what Jiad been fuggefted, that tho 
** eledtion of the Sixteen Scotch Peers wat 
«* no lefs expenfive ^ to the Grown than inju* 
*^ rious to the Peerage of Scotland, it might b« 
^* anfwered, that the making twenty-five here* 
** ditary fitting Scotch Peers would ftill increafe 
•^ the difcon tents of the elefting Peefs, who 
.** thereby would be cut off of a valuable con--' 
** fideration for not being chofen." Mr. Aiflabie, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who fpoke 
next, anfwered a material objedtion that had 
been raifed againft the Bill, viz. ^^ That it was 
*^ dangerous to make any innovations in the Con^ 
*« ftitution i** arid made it appear that " fcveraV 

•* alter- 
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** alterations had been made in the original Con- 
•' flitution by Magna Charta^ the Habeas Corpus 
*' A^^ and feveral other laws, made for the be-» 
" nefit of the fubjed ;*' and, upon the whole, 
was for committing the Bill. He was backed 
by Mr. Serjeant Pengelly ; but they were oppofed 
by Mr. Smith, who, among other arguments, 
urged, " That the foundation of this Bill being 
** wrong and faulty, there was no room fof 
** amendments, and therefore he wasagainft com- 
** mitting it." Mr. Hungerford, who brought 
up the rear, was of a contrary opinion. 

But about a quarter paft eight in the evening, 
the queftion being put upon the Lord Williaiti 
Powlet's motion, the fame was carried in xht 
negative, by a majority of 269 voices againft 
177 ; fo that, including the two tellers on each 
fide, there were 450 Members in the Houfe. 
After this^ the prevailing party moved, and 
it was refolved by about the fame majority, 
That the Bill be re jelled. 

•4^* *' This day ispublilhed, thefecffiid edition of th^ ModeratoIi. 
** wherein the ArgumeMts for and againft the Peerage Bill are feirly dated. 
<* With feme Reflexions upon the whole. Mtdh tutijjimui. Printed fer 
« J. Roberts, Pi ice <^d." Poft-boy, Nov. 28, 1719. 

«* On Monday next will be publiflned, An Acconnt of the Conduftof 
« the Miniftcrs with relation to the Peerage Bill. In a Letter to a Friend 
'( in the Country. SerlJ^fiunt Fhryget, Printed for J. Roberts, price 3d." 

Poft-boy, Nov. 28, 1719. 

«< On Tuefday next will be publiftied, An Enquiry into Uie Mann«t of 
« creating Peers, j^ntiquam txjuirite Matrm* Virg. Printed for J. Roberts, 
<* price IS." Ibid. 
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THE SPINSTER, 

IN DEFENCE OP 

THE WOOLLEN MANUFACTURES. 

•N°i. December 19, 1719*. 

CaUra^ ni Catia eft^ dcmijja vefte UgentU. 

HoR. I Sat. il. 9^. 
* For all the reft is coVer'd with the gown.' Creech. 

THIS Difcourfe is written in behalf of the 
Needy and Diftreffed, in oppofition to the 
Wealthy and Powerful ; who, I fear, may con- 
fpire for their own ends, to leave the afflidions 
^hd complaints of their miferable fellow-fub- 
jefts and fellow-creatures neglefted and unre- 
lieved. I fliall continue it from time to time, 
during the difpute between the dealers concern- 
ed in the Woollen and Callico manufactures. 

But though my prefent opinion is clearly on 
the fide of the cloathing made for our own 
Wool, I ihall not be de^f to Callico. 

And if any gentlewoman, dating herfelf at 
the prefent writing and time of the year in Eng- 
land, and in Callico, fliall write her thoughts 
to Rebecca Woollpack, fpinfter, at Mr. 
Roberts's, in Warwick-lane, poft-paid (far the 

♦ This Paper was pubKftied in 8vo. by J. Roberts, Price 3d. and was 
intended to have been continued occafionalty. Only the Firft Nfimber 
of it^ however, appeared. See ^ N9tt$ in p. 426. . 

Woollen- 
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Woollen -manufadlure cannot at prefent bear 

. poftage), flic fliall have a fair and candid anfwcr. 

I write myfelf Spinster, becaufe the laws of 
my country call mc ro;and I think that name, 
ufcd in all writings and inftruments as the ad- 
dition and diflindtion of a maiden or iinde 
woman of this ifland, denotes to us, that the 
general expeftation of our lawgivers was, that 
the induftry of female manufadurers would be 
mofl laudably employed this way, and therefore 
they gave the office of the Spinner as a title to 
the Gentlewoman. 

It might be further urged, that this word inti- 
mates thit a woman's chief praife confids in do- 
meftic induftry, and in fimplicity, rather than 
variety of drefs. 

In order to come at the true ftate of trade, 
and the intereft of this iiland, with relation to 
the habits now worn, I Ihall take the modern^ 
EngUlh lady at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, 
which is her break of day ; and allowing her to 
twelve for private devotion, fyppofe flie has 
called to be dreifed, and from the parcels of her 
drefs, obferving what (he wears of Crngliib, and 
what of foreign produd, with thq prices of each 
part of her habit, make my inferences accord- 
ingly. 

None amongft thofe whom we call people of 
-iondiiion can be at home or abroad, vifit or 
receive vifits, without having fevcral dreffes, with 

feveral 
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feveral fuitable undreffes^ according to the fol- 
lowing lift, of abfolute neceflarics for a fine 
lady. She has now nothing on but her flippers, 
and her maid in callico clothes with the prq» 
dudtions of the whole earth as under-written^ 

/. s. d. 

A fmock of cambrick hplland, about! 

three ells and a half, at i2S.^^rell J 
Marfcilles quilted petticoat, three T ^ 

yards wide and a yard long J ^ 

An hoop-petticoat covered with tabby 2 15 o 
A French or Italian filk quilted petti- 1 

coat, one yard and a quarter deep, mo p o 

and fix yards wide J 

A mantua and petticoat of French "| 

brOCadCr ''^^ varHQ. at- fHr^^ nminrls l 

per yard 
. French 
head, ruffles and tucker 



brocade, 2ri yards, al; three pounds I78 00 
A French point or Flanders laced 1 ^ 



Stays covered with tabby, Englifh 


300 


A French necklace 


150 


A Flanders laced handkerchief 


10 


French or Italian flowers for the hair 


zoo 


An Italian fan 


500 


Silk ftockings, Englifli 


100 


Shoes, Englifli 


2 10 


A girdle, French 


15 


^ A cambrick pocket handkerchief 


10 


E e 


French 
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French kid glove* o 2, 6 

A black French filk akthode hood o 15 o 

A black French laced hood 5 S ^ 
Imbroidered knot and bofom knot^ 1 
French J 



2 o 



Total 2IO 76 

This IS the neceflary demand, upon every 
gentleman^ who would live in fafhion and in 
quiets for one drefs for his lady ; and as it would 
be fcandalous (as his wife, anxious for his repu- 
tation, according to her duty,'admonilhes him) 
for her to be known by her cloaths, flie cannot 
but have five fuits( at Icaft, and even with that 
flie muft ftay at home one day in the week ; but 
flic is willing to do any thing for her children 
and family, and would not appear abroad every 
day, like that flaring bufybody her neighbour 
Mrs, Blank. 

According to this rule, foreigners fell this 
lady to the value of a- thoufand pounds, where 
the Englifh fell her to the value of five ; and I 
believe any company, or perfon, trade, or trader, 
on the Britiih fide of the channel, will find it 
hard to balance this lofs to our country by what 
they fell of Englifti cloathing to foreigners. I 
fliall not therefore prefs the advantage further 

in 
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in the afgurpeiit, fo far as to mention that her 
garters are French, and cofl one pound five; 
that (he has a pair of pockets of Marfeiiles quilt- 
ing, which is another one pound five : nor need 
I obferve that her ftay -buckles, and buckles for 
her Ihoes, cannot be any other than brilliant, 
the price of Which alters according to the price 
which others of our acquaintance, whom we 
love or envy, have purchafed theirs. But I 
wonder I forgot that whatever part bf the town 
the lady liVes in, Ihe rriuft have a muff of five 
pounds five ihillings ; and if ihe lives in the city, 
flie will catch cold if flie has hot a fable tippet 
worth fifteert pojinds. • 

I had like to have concluded without taking 
notice, that the lining of her gown and petticoat 
was Italian luteftring, cheap at eight pounds ; 
but on the Englilh fide of the account, which I 
forgot when about her legs, it muft be added 
that fhe had thread ftockings worth ten fliillings. 
In an affair of this nature, wherein a great 
demand of things of fmall price rifes to great 
"profit, it muft not be forgotten that the cap on 
which her head is drefled is foreign filk, and fo 
Is the lace that ties it, as well as the lace , for 
the ftays. But for our encouragement at home, 
^e fupply her with pms, patches, powder, and 
wire. Patches may ^rhaps make a fraftion in 
the account, therefore it muft be confidercd that 

Ee2 •*ic^ 
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it is Englilh labour upon Italian filk. I am 
dreffing her for a vifit j and as flie is going out, 
flie calls for her Turkey handkerchief, for whic^ 
Ihe gave five pounds five ihillings ; but fhe is 
now ready to move, and has called for either 
her coach or her chair ; but as the maid is going, 
fhe bids her call both, left ihe fliould alter her 
mind before Ihe comes to the door, and then it 
is time enough tq chufe which of the vehicles 
ihe pleafes. 

Whether we are taller this age than we were 
formerly, I cannot determine; but am divided In 
my conje&ures whence it is that our women 
drefs their heads 4ower, and the cielings of our 
rooms are raifed higher than ih former times ; 
but be that as it will, the apartments through 
which I am to condud this lady are hung with 
foreign filkis^ and the chairs covered with the 
fame. But ihe is come to the, door, and takes 
her chair lined with velvet, as dear as the filk 
with which herfelf is cloathed, and bids her 
coach (the infide of which is of velvet alfo, but 
of a colour lefs fuitable to her coniplexion) put 
off. 

This is the fbte of the cafe, and it behoves- 
all on the Callico fide of this queftion to make 
out as is above demanded of them, that they 
bring to England, by fale of the produft ot 
thefe kingdoms, more than the luxury »d 

/ charge 
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charge in dreis, defcribed in the inftance of 
one kdy, reduces us to the neceffity of fupply- 
ing ourfelves with from other nations. 

The Legiflature, before which this queftion 
now lies, will certainly Gonfider whether the ma- 
nufadurers ©f Wool, which is as much a pro* 
duce of the land as are corn and grafs^ Ihall^ in- 
ftead of working thofe fleeces, and gaining to< 
themfelves a conafortable livelihod, and raifing 
the rents of their landlord^ become immoveable 
incumbrances upon that land, and live in the 
poors-rate, to the ruin of them both. 

It is not proper to di^te to law- givers ; but 
we may give them information. I have read 
iQ the Lives of Phftarcby that the wife Lynir^ii/, 
in order to maintain the Commonwealth in its 
fimplicity, forbade the ufeof certain drefles to 
wom€n ; and to deter them from appearing in 
them, allowed them no remedy againft abufe of 
their perfons in thofe habits, 
r As I am talking to the female world, wbofe 
apparel is the caufe of this evil, and fpeaking 
of Lycurgus, let me recommend the imitation of 
the Spartan Dame^ now reprefented on the ftage^ 
wiere they will find the duty of a lady not re- 
Arained to domeftic life, but enlarging the con- 
cern for her family into that of her country. 
When a woman of honour and underftanding 
takes this matter ferioufly into her thoughts^ ihe 

E e 3 will 
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will confidcr h^w hv her fortune and p^rfon 
may influence or fupport a falhiOn, deflru<aivc 
to the focicty of which fhe i$ a member ; (he 
will then, in jviftice as well as compaifion, be 
fearful of putting on an ornament, which, if 
generally worn^ may refpedtively expofe, accord- 
ing to their fex, crpwds of h^r fellow-fubje^s 
to fhanie or de^th. 

It is^npt to be imagined, nor perhaps defired, 
that vfc fliould return to the manners of the firft 
ages of the world ; but it is to be watchfully 
guarded that we admit of no refinement3 that 
may be prejudicial inftead of being advanta^ 
geous : an Englifli Lady will therefore be fuch, 
not only in her own perfon, but alfo in her 
children and fcrvants. There needs no greater 
Jkill for coming at the truth of this debate, than 
what every ordinary miftrefs of a family muft 
be capable of. No one will make and provide at 
home what will hinder a family from doing 
what would purchafe a great deal more than- 
what would buy the fame thing ;iroixk abroad; 
' ^d| on the contrary, no one will go abroad for 
what they can have for lefs coft and labour at 
home. This is, perhaps, the main principle, 
which, obferyed or neglefted, makes men rich 
qr poor, a nation great or contemptible. 

But I ihall tranigrefs the defign and limits 
pf this firft (4ifcourfej, whicb | intend<^d Ihould 
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go no further than juft alarming the innocent 
caufes of this evil, the Ladies, againft ruintng 
their country; their great grandmothers, who 
for ornament and dr^fs painted their own 
bodies, would be aftoniflied at the Callico Pid:s# 
their degenerate children, and fly from their 
own offspring, as putting themfelves in mafque- 
rade only to reduce themfelves to their primi- 
tive poverty and nakednefsT. This is not at all 
faid to difparage trade in general, but to make 
us more circumfpeft in maintaining the balance 
of it on our own fide : no, it is very far from 
that, and I very much admire that excellent 
eulogium in the fixty-ninth Spectator, firfl: 
volume. That judicious, delightful, and me- 
morable writer, after having celebrated, with 
greateft variety of eloquence, wit, and Humour, 
our happinefs as a trading people, has it thus ; 
** There are not, fays he, more ufefiil members 
*^ in a Coinmonwealth than Merchants. They 
•* knit mankind together in a mutual intercourfe 
^' pf good offices, diftributc the gifts of Nature, 
*^ find work for the poor, and wealth to the 
*^ rich, and magnificence to the great. Our 
•• Englifli merchant converts the tin of his own 
** country into gold, and exchanges his wool for 
** rubies. The Mahometans are cloathed in 
M ^,ur Britifh manufacture, and the inhabitants 
E'<?4 "of 
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•* of the Frozen Zont warmed wldi the fleeces of 
" our Iheep* . 

" When I have been upon thc£hange, I have 
" often fancied one of our old Kings^ (landing in 
f • peffon, where he is reprefented in cfEgy, and 
" looking down upon the wealthy, concourfe of 
" people with which the place is every day 
" filled. In this cafe, how would he be fur- 
•* prized to hear all 'the languages of Europe 
•* fpoken in this little fpot of his former do- 
•* minidns, and to fee fo many private men, who 
" in his time would have been the Vaffals of^ 
^* Jbme powerful Baron, negotiating like Princes 
" for greater furas of Inoney than wer^ formerly 
"to be rnet with in the Royal Treafury ! Trade, 
** without enlarging the Britifli territories, has 
*^ given us a kind of additional empire : it has 
" multiplied the number of the rich, made our 
** lande4 eftates infinitely more valuable than' 
" they were formerly, and added to them an 
** acceffion of other eftates .as valuable as the 
** lands themfelves." 

If it Ihould appear that there; are partipular 
colleftions or bodies of merchants, or particular 
over-grown tradg.s, who afl: and deal with a 
direa contrary view to that of this general pro- 
fperity of trade; I will at prefent fay no more of 
them, but that they have no pretenfion to any 
part of this panegyrick. Upon the whole, we 

- are- 
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are undone, if, in the prefent pofture of the 
world, fomething is not; refihed for the improve- 
ment and immediate prefervation of our trade* ; 
for, as it .now ftands, I think it may be compre- 
hended in what one Indian boy, talking to ano- 
ther one day as they Waited for their mafters ap 

* The occafion which proJviced this Eflay hacl for fomc time bc« 
fore raifed various clamours in the pubUc papers. 

The firft regular pamphlet that we find appeared Odlober 23, 17T9, 
under the Title of <* The Weaver's tru« Cafe ; or the wearing of printed 
** Callicoes and Linen deftructive to the .Woollen and Silk Manufac- 
** tories ; wherein all the material objedtions againft the Weavers are . 
** fairly flated, confidered, and anfwered. Addrefled to the MenQbers 
** of the honourable Houfe of Commons. By a Weaver." Sold by J, 
Roberts, price 6d. 

This was followed, Odlober 30, by a periodical Paper, intituled, 
•* The Manufacturer, or Britifti Trade truly Hated; wherein the" 
*« Cafe of the Weavers, and the weaiing of Callicoes, are confidereil ] to 
** be continued every Wednefday and Friday, printed for W. Boreham.*' 
Thisfoon pnxiuced, November 10, " The British Merchant; or 
" a Review of the Trade of Great Britain, fo far as it is fulfely Hate J by 
« the Manufacturer ; proving that the Author ought to have ranked 
«' the Heads of lus Three firA Fapsrs under the word Clamou r, and not 
** Argument. Toberontinued>evcry Tuefd^y. Printtd for J. Roberts." 
Which was again followed, November 23, by " The Weaver; or, the 
f^ St.ite of our Home Manufacture confidered. To be continued weekJy. 
i^ Printed for S. Nevill." 

« The Weavers Complaint againft the Callicoe Mailams, as fung at 
«* the Playhoufe in Lincoln's lUn Fields," is a Songbf great humour, and 
nay be feen at length in the Weekly Journal, November 7, 17 19. 
** The juft Complaint of the poor Weavers truly rcprefented, with as 

* much Anfwer as it deferves to a Pamphlet lately written againfl ihcm, 
<* intituled. The Weavers Pretences examined, &c« price Cd." was ad- 
lertifed in the Manufadurer, December 2, 17 19. 

** The Female Manufadlurcrs Complaint, &c " (fee p. 427.) appeared 
curly in January, 1719-20. 

" Next Thurfday %yill be publifhed, Mr. Afgdl's Anfwer to the 
^'QueflioHS upon the Callicoes. The fecond Edition, wiih an Appendix 
^ \j?on th- Spisst*r. Pric* 6d." PgA^boy, Jar.ug.y 12, 1719-20. 
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the great houfe in Leadcnhall-ftreet^ faid to- his 
comrade. The poor Indian, governing hiirifelf 
by outward appearances, and what he obferved 
wherever he went, was overheard to fay, ^^ I 
«* cannot fee, Pompey, in what the people of 
*« this country excell thofe of ours, except it be 
<* that they are governed by their wives ; they 
^* go to our country to bring home to their 
•' women fine drefles from head to foot, only to 
*^ purchafe of them their hair for periwigs." 

*^* ** In a fhort time will be publifliedj A Mifcell^y of Original 
" Poems, by a Gentleman. If any perfon is wiUipg to infs:it any Poetical 
<• Pieces in this Colledlion, they are defired to fend them, between this 
^ and the 2Sth of March, to John Bateman, Bookieller, in St. Paul's 
« Church-yard, paying poftage." Weekly Journal, Jan. i6, 1719-20. 

f^f « To be let, within twenty miles of London, on an extraordi-: 
^ nary good road, where the Coach is co^e and go in pne Day, a 
« fpacious large Houfe, with almoft eighteen acres of inclofed ground 
•* lying next to it, at about 30I. per annum, with very good ftabling, 
'* coach-houfe, convenient out-houfes, and kitchen and flower-gardens ; 
<< and twenty acres more of inclofed ground, if required^" Ibid. 

<* Nottingham, Derby, Loughborough, and Leicefter Stage Coaches, 
« continue ftiU to go in Three Days, from the Ram Inn in Smithfield, 
** every Monday and Thurfday.** Ppdman, Nov. 21, 1719. 

The Nottingham Mail Coach pafles now (1789) in about 17 Hours. 

** To be fold by Henry Plaistow, at the King's Arms, the corner 
of Arundel-flreet, in the Strand, a new fort of Beavers and Cloth Hats 
of nice fnufF-colonrs, for gentlemen, proper for the winter, for riding 01 
hunting, which will keep out the wet, and hold their colour better thai; 
black, liaving a noble, genteel look, trimmed withfilver or gold. At the ' 
fame ihop fs the greatefl cho^i^e of all forts of hats for ladies and gentle* 
men, with feathers of all colours, at reafonable rates. Where are fol<j 
alfo the following neat Wines for ready money, viz. Red and white Port, 
at 13I. 10s. the hogfhead, Methuen wine, Barrs-bar, Sherry, Young- 
Hock, and Rhenilh, at 6s. per galbn, Palm Sack, at 7s. fine mellow OU 
Hock, at IDS. per gallon. Deep Margoes Claret, at 24s. per dozer. 
Pontack, at zs. 6d. per bottle. Hermitage and Burgundy, at 3s. per botth 
Kight Coniac Brandy, at 9s. per gallon. Attendance will be conftanty 
given : Where are clean bottles and oa(ks •fall fizes." {St. James's Pdl, 
Jaiiuaiy 15, 1719-20^ T I,J 
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To the Honourable and mod Excellent Matron^ 
Mrs, Rebecca Woollpack. 

The H[jpmble Reprefentation and Petition of 
Dorothy Distaff, Abigail Spinning- 
Wheel, Eleanor Reel, of St. Edmunds* 
bury, in the County of Suffolk, Spinfters ; in 
behalf of themfelves and many thoufands of * 
the Female Manufadturers of Wool and Wor- 
fted Yarn in the faid County, and in the 
Counties of Norfolk, Effex, Huntington, 
Cambridge^ Hertford, &f^. 

Humbly Iheweth, 

THAT your Petitioners have formany years 
been chearfully employed in th^ Wool- 
len Manufactures of England, that is to fay, in 
. the fpinning of worded yarn for the Stuff 
Weavers of Norwich and of London, by which 
we have^very comfortably maintained anji fbp- 
' ported ourfelves in fuch manner, as that we have 
upon all occafidns appeared decently at Church j 
that is to fay, with a clean pinner, a cherry-co- 
loured chin-knot, a white apron, and a clean 
pair of gloves, fo that our Sweethearts haye not 
been alhamcd of us ; nay, fome of us, who have 
fet to our work harder than ordinary, have ob- 
tained, by long labour arid good houfewifery, a 
narrow Buckinghamlhire edging to our pin- 
^ nets. 
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ners, to the great improvement of our neigh- 
bour-lafles of that county, arid the encourag*^ 
ment of the manufafture of Bone-lace alfo. 

We alfo farther humbly reprefent, that in 
{ome parts of the county where our fellow-fpin- 
ners are poorer, and have not fathers and mo- 
thers to work for them, as we, who are good 
farmers and hufbandmens daughters^ may be 
fuppofed to have ; but where, oh the contrary, 
the money earned by the labour of the poor 
women and children is employed for their daily 
fubfiftence ; yet that even there, may it pleafc 
your Ladylhip, the induftrious poor women 
have, by the help of the fpinning of worfted 
yarn as aforefaid, maintained their faid familiesr, 
and kept themfelves and their faid children from 
mifery, and from being chargeable to the parift; 
though with very hard work and the utmoft in* 
duftry and application. 

But now, and it pleafe your Ladylhip, there - 
is fad and dreadful news come among us, as 
well from Norwich as from London, where our 
mailers who employ us fell their yarn, and 
from whence they always, till now, had encou* 
ragement to fet us to . work, as alfo from all 
other parts of the country, fignifying to us, that 
all ^the Ladies of London, the honourable and 
right honourable Spinfters of Cbeapfide and all. 
over England, and even your Ladylhip among 

the 
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the reft, have on a fudden, and to our great fur-» 
prize and amazement, given over the ufe and 
wearing of the good honeft old Englifh manu- 
fadures of wool and worfted, and of filk miked 
with wool, things in which we always believed 
here in the country that we looked as pretty, 
and appeared as tempting and agreeable to our 
Lovers and Sweethearts, as in any thing we can 
get to wear, and in which we have been told 
the City Spinfters have been as high and as 
proud as ever they can or will be in any thing 
clfe. 

And this is not all ; but, and it pleafe your 
Ladylhip, our faid Mailers tell us the heavy ti* 
dings, that upon this humour of the Ladies, 
many woollen fluffs, and fluffs mixed with filk, 
and even filks themfelves, are in a very great 
ineafure laid afide ; fljat fome of them are quite 
loft, and thrown out of fale, fuch as brilliants 
and pulerays, antherines and bombazines, fatti- 
nets and chiverets, oraguella's, grazetts, great 
variety of filk and worfted foot- works, flowered 
grazetts, flowered filk and worfted tammy 
draughts, and damalks, fine coloured crapes, &fr* 
and that they cannot fell their worked yarn as 
ufual at Norwich and London ; neither have they 
any more work for us to do, any wool to put 
out, or money to pay for the fpinhing, the 
market being ftopped as aforefaid. 

3 May 
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May it pleafe your Ladylhip then to confider 
what a fad and deplorable condition we are now 
reduced to in the country; for as to us your 
petitioners, though we are, as above, farmery and 
hufbandmens daughters, and our parents do 
make fhift to give us viduals and drink, yet that 
we are utterly ruined ; for we can now get no new 
cloaths, no knots^ no edgings, as we obferved to 
your Lady ihip, and without which, your Ladyfliip 
well knows, we fliall get no fvveet-hearts, for wc 
cannot go to the market nor to the fair, as ufual; 
and your Lady Ihip knows what will be the mi* 
ferable confequences of thefe things, for that the 
young men do not come after us now to out 
fathers houfes, as they ufed to do, but always 
expedt to fee us at market-towns ; fo that if 
feme fpeedy courfe be not^taken in this matter, 
we are h\ danger of being latterly undone. 

And as for the poor women and children in 
the county, as above, whofe employment and 
whole fubfiftence depends upon the manu* 
fadtures, and who muft fpin, or they- and their 
families muft ftarve \ it were impoffible, could 
your Ladyihip hear the fad lamentations of 
thofe miferable familes, but your heart would 
bleed for them, and you would never wear any 
thing that would contribute fo much to the dif- 
trefs of the poor. 

But 
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But, befides this, Ure humbly crave leave to hf 
before your Ladyfhip, that, as we are informed, 
all this fudd^n change, which ii apparefttly to 
the ruin of fo many th6ufands of your peti- 
tioners, is brought about in favour of a tawdry/ 
pie-fpotted, flabby, ragged, low-priced thing, 
called Callicoe; a foreigner by birth ; taade,- 
the Lord knows wh^re, by a parcel of Heathens 
and Pagans, that worfliip the Devil, arid work 
for a half penny a day, * 

We likewife humbly reprefent to your Lady* 
Ihip, that all this mifery and diftrefs, which i$ 
and will be the confequence of the Ladies 
fallrag with ftich a gull ih to this new out- 
landifh faibioa, is , laid wholly at the dobr of 
your own fancies ;. that you ' have* not been: 
prompted to it by your husbands, or invited! 
into it by your fweet-hestrts or lovers ; for the 
men^ it feems, do not wear any of it themfelves, 
nor do they find that you fave them any money 
in their pockets by it, as we fhafl fully prove to 
you afterwards. We fay, it is all laid a^ your 
door; and we are given to underftand^ that whil6i 
the men in vain have reprcfente^ to your Lady* 
ftiip, that it will be ruinous and deftrudive to' 
the trade of the nation, and to the woollen manu- 
fadures^ and defired you, though to no purpofe, 
to be perfuaded to.lay it afide^ you are all the mOre 
c^fiinate in the ufe of it ; fo that they are now 

Ff obliged 
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bilged to lay it before the P;arrltamait/i{i order 
to force you tx> alter the mode^ and to drefs in 
the good J boneft, bome-fpun B/UQufaA\;ires of 
foglafld ; wbicbf by the way, will be not only 
much agaiaft the grain, as to the fafiuon it£^, 
but will alfo be much to youi^ diihonour, that 
you ihould be fo commanded by the men to 
lay it down, and be brought to do it by Fouce* 
We rooft earneflly entreat your Ladyfliip, 
Aerefore, to coniider what great reproach you 
are going to bring upon yourieif, and us all, and 
what injury even ydur children and grand* 
children of our fex muft fuftain by thus bring- 
ing us all under a fort of fubje&ion to the men. 
In the modes of our dre6; " a yoke,'* from 
bvsbands, ^^ which neither we nor our mothers 
>* have ever been able to bear.'* It ought, don bt- 
lefs, to be above the dignity of our fex to be thus 
« brought under this bondage ; and, therefore, we 
moil humbly befeech you to let this change be 
the work of your own choice ; and not fuffer it to 
be impofed upon you by the men, who will cer- 
tainly, if they carry this point, take tfpon them 
for the future to bring in fumptuary laws upon 
us, and oblige us to wear fuch cloaths as Uiey 
think fit; or otherwife, which would be in* 
tolerable (and which we hope you would make 
an infurre&ion rather than fubmit to), oblige 

the 
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their hosbands can pay for. 

But, befides aU t4H»j^we defire your Ladylhip, 
ip tl^ hvHinbkft manner poffible, to take th6 
cq^ditioii 9f our pc3ipr fej^ into your naoil fetioq^ 
cpnfidtration. We m>& paffionately reprefcnt 
to ypur JLadyihip how much you are really inr 
tayefted in this ^ff>ir ; how the Worftipful youf 
J^lidyftiip's Grandfather was a Woolpack, the 
good old Squire raifed all his fortunesi by u$ 
§pinnerj, 9nd ipauy a comely country Lafs hat 
iji^ufadured for him. Oild Sir Harry W00L9 
CQMBEt of Bury St. Edmonds, w^ alio near of^ 
JfA^Xo you, M^dam, and he got a great eftat^ 
If^Hn the CQ93^brpo£, and made all bis daughter* 
^ies ^od gentle-folks. Beiides, your Ladyfliip 
if ^Ufd> by fomc removes, to a great manj 
right honourable perfons, the dired off-fpring 
of the xnod ancient families in Suffolk and 
NQrfolKf fuch as the families of the- OuM- 
f^;.^B9»the StafItBrs, and the ancient Tres^ 
]|f)./ IDEATE HS5 and others. Lord, Madam> cait 
ypy forget the graves of your anceftors, and the: 
girey hajrs pf your fore- fathers ? if they ihould 
rife from the dead now, antf fee you drefled up 
in your painted trangums, and Eaft India rags, 
while ^U the poor Spinners hung about you 
cjyipg fpt bread and for work ; good your Lady- 
^p, what thinly you my good mailers would 
Ffa fay 
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fcy to It ? would tbcy not carry you away a pick- 
a-pack ? . 

. Bcfides, may it pleafe your good Ladyftiip to 
confider, that if the honour of your family is Hot 
fupportcd and maintained, which, by the way,' 
can never be done, if a ftop is not put to the 
wearing thefe Callicoe trumpery, you can never 
maintain or fupport your charafter; for, we 
befeech your Ladylhip, if the Wool comes to 
lie on hand, and not be fpun and worked up, 
what will all the family of the Wool-packs 
come to ? they will certainly be laid by till they 
rot, and come to rags. We have often feen, 
Madam, fome of the largeft and moflflouri&ing 
of you Wool-packs, when the market has been 
<lull, and the Wool would not go off, fuffer 
great lofs, and be reduced to a very tattered ccmi- 
dition. ^ 

, Nay, let me recommend it to your confider- 
ation, that if this goes on, the beft of your ex- 
pedations, and of thofe other ladies of your 
family, may be to be fent over to France ; and 
there, if nothing worfe Ihould happen to you, 
yet you muft change your religion, and you 
would all become Popilh Wool-packs, whether 
you would or no. 

And as for us poor Spinfters, we muft cer- 
tainly :go away to France aifo. Nay there 
is'a^ particubtr reafon forthat, which we have 

^ not 
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-HQt mentioned yet; and that is, that here is 
abundance of the young men, fuch as we ufed 
to pitch upon for our beft thoughts^ and who, 
when, they had work, were pretty clean fellows, 
.and went well drefled a Sundays, who were 
Manufadlurers, and lived very well, have been 
fprced fince to go down to the fea-fide; and there, 
they tell us, are French folks and Dutch folks, 
at Ipfwich and other places, that give them 
money to go abroad, and fo we never fee them 
more : and affure yourfclf, and it pleafe your 
Ladyfhip, th^t if all our Swect-hearts run away, 
we will all go after them, and then you may 
e'en fpin your Wool-packs yourfelf. 

But we hope your Ladylhip will be prevailed 
upon by the teaf$ of your own fex, and by the 
miferies^of the poor, which you cannot be in- 
fenfible of, to commiferate the .poor country, 
;wd fet your helping hand to a work fo necef- 
fary to be done, and (which is more than all the 
XC&) is fo eafy for you to do* 
. Which brings us to the main fubjeft of this 
your petitioners humble reprefentation, namely. 
That your Ladylhip would ^con0der how much 
it is in your power, at one turn of your hand, 
to put an end to ali thefe miferies of your 
country, and to wipe up the tears of all the poor 
families in; the nation, by only vouch fafing to 
fubmit your fancy to your reafon, azul by bring* 
I . Ff 3 ing 
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ing ydur hiarnour a#^ fom jlidg^nient to tc/ttt" 
fpondft litcle u>geiher. 

Let us faj>pofe foe bhi^ie, that youj: fitn^yj Ht 
Icaft for th* ptftfent, acdordling te fch^ kuchbfe 
cuftom of out fex, ddfes now nm for ttie g«#- 
ga^s of the Eaft lAcffcs^ as fbilQ^etfo^^ it h* 
done hi former day« ^ tfr6fe^ ^f«llMi 9gNI> 
fure, ^en yon lire convk)(^€d that thUs uTag^ 
f)f yours tends to tbe entire dettiriiid;^^ of tl» . 
Mahufaiflures of your country, that it wiil '4if 
courfc turn tboufands of poor w<Hii^n And (Ailv 
dren into tfae streets ft-beiggitog) and W ^ 
pariihes for fikpport; diat^he t^«d^ (hall beiAil^ 
verfally influenced by it, and that a gr«at, hiany 
Idevilifli^ thievin^^ running, dxtsstbsf^ tTid*t, :are 
brouglht iji atnbng us by it, t6 ^e riiiB <ol^tl)(« 
fair ttader ; we fay^ when your La^fiiip is xm^ 
vinced of this, we are pertoaded ybu^iM th«i# 
your finfe Chims Gowti ahdf^Wiitefeatift thfe 4Wi 
an4 d^sclare that you will hfc?W¥ ?rie*fe AVea* ifty 
thing fo prejudicial to the RriiSft tiHftiMtaSlh^ei 
ibr fo dangerous to tfce >;ir6rflri|f fid FamMjr t)f the 
Wool-*a<ck:s. 

Fermtt us, and^ pl%afe yoto Lafdyfci^, ik 
the m%t placfe, humbly 1* W^pW&ht to ytfi* 
conild^rarion, how abfofelely it fe i%fcr*%a 8^ 
your owfi pbwer^ a»A ^ ^fir &¥fh ^aftffs^ W 
(HFcd this; Wd to all iaftliWS ^ pQ[r]^«fes» 
irefcue a}d dhre pOQir Mitti^&^ili^^i^ ^« iuftidn 

^ from 
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horn the bondage and mifery they are now fallen 
into. 

As the evil is laid at your door, fo the retrjedy 
is in yotor hands; for, if you are the caufe, you 
may certaiiUy be the cure. May Heaven dilate 
90 you, bow, being tKc original fpringof all our 
xnisffortunes, you are »nder an effedual obli- 
^altion to endeavour the redreffing this grievance? 

As the general wearing of Gallicoes is tht 
comiilaint, the general leaving them off Avill be 
the cure. The faihion is the grievance, becaufc 
it is a fafliion ; it is in the Ladies power at once 
to make it odaotis .and abhorred all over the 
Idfigdoou Yon arc Mc to nmke it as much 
i^w f>{ ^s&ioDy as yOAi brought it irAo faihion 
At t^nce. You gave it your fanflion, by approv- 
ing ^nd d'pouling ki and you can fink, it again 
by the bia'ft q{ your mouths. 

Take the hcniour of it^ Madam, from the men^ 
^tve them nothic^ to boaft of for ^forming 
their wiyes; but make their wives triumph over 
them, by teUingthem, that you, whenever you 
f leafe, can dlilrefs them ; and agab, wbenev$: 

you pkafe, renaove their ^xievanpe. 

The roen can m^ke no fuch alteration, the^ 
camiet^ecry or oblige iis 1^ the difufe of angr 
thing; but if ypu t^n your eyes^^^his or that 
way^ yoti can raife or ftqpprefs what you pleafe 
to the public benefit of the nation. 

Ff4 To 
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To what pjurpofe ihould wis trouble our repre? 
fentatives with our complaints ? Eafe us, Madam^ 
yourfclves of the trouble. If the women in 
England will but fet their hands to this work, 
not a CaUicoe, not a piece of linen printed or 
fiained^ fhall be fold or worn in England. Theii 
all o\}x petitions will be at an end, they that 
bid the people petition will bid them be eafy ; 
j^U the Manuf^ures qf Great Britain Ihall re- 
vive, and the wpmen will have the glory of 
having faved the Nation. 

We moft humbly put your Lady (hip in mind 
how the men infult us upon this head ; how they 
infolently tell us, that though the women may 
fometimes do more good than hurt, they never 
had the opportunity of doing more hurt than 
good but they were furc to taie hold' of it. - 
' And thus ^hey conclude^ that our deliverance, 
to ufe their own words, is out of fight, becaufe 
it is in the hands of the women^ who always did 
hurt rather than good. 

Ciontradidt them, we befeech your Ladyfhip, 
in this article, arid let the whole country be 
faved by your. hand. All the petitions then 
from the feveral parts of the kingdom ^fliall be 
removed; and we, the poor country manufajiu- 
rers and fpinners, will pay our homage to you 
Ladies of London ; and the honour of deliver- 
ing 
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ing the whole fapiily of the Spinners (hall be 
your own. 

^* In order to this, the prayer of our Petition! 

*^ concludes to your Ladyfhip, That you 

^« would be pleafe4 to take the fad 'and 

^* deplorable condition of your poor peti* 

** tiopers iptp your confideratiqn ; and, in ^ 

•* word, that you and all the Ladies of your 

^* family, the renowned fiimily of the Wool- 

** PACKS, with all your family and fervants, 

r^* may, by your order, lay afide your Cal- 

^* licoe gowns and petticoats cf all forts, arid 

*• declare publicly that none of you will any 

•* more be dreffed in them, whether we call 

^* dreffing the fet drefs for abro'ad, or the 

^^ difliabille forth? morqing ; but that you 

^' would reaflume thofe many pretty fluffs 

f^ which are already in vepted by Pur weavers, 

*' or which n^ay be invented to pleafe the 

?* fancy, in the room pf the CalUcoes. And 

^^ ypur petitioners, leaving all other appli^ 

" cation, ihall for eyer pray for all happinefs 

^* to the npble family of the Wool packs. 

^' Dorothy Distaff, 
f< The Mark H of Abigail Spinning Wheei^ 

^^ Ei^EANO^ Reel," 
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A 

Refpeaf ul EPISTLE 

T O 

SIR RICHARD STEELE, 
AUTHOR OF THE SPINSTER, 

AFTER, acknowledging. Sir, your very 
good meaning in your late performance 
for the encouragement of the good wives in their 
tompleat way of drefling ; it feems veary ftrange, 
that you, who are fo exquifitely read in the litera- 
ture of the Toilette, that could rate the very 
fmocks of the ladies, and tell as well how much 
they coft a yard, as how many yards of holland 
there are in them ; I fay, that j^ou ihould omit 
Jbme articles in the Lady's wardrobe, that arc 
fo neceflkry to com pleat the. various appearances 
of a fine Lady : and particularly, 

/. j« d, 
A hat of Leghorn — — — i lo • 
A beaver and feather for the foreft 3 o o 
A riding fuit, with embroidery of 1 



Paris 
ree dre 
two from Venice, 18/. each 



la o 



Three dreffes for the mafquerade ;! , 



o o 
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i. Sk d. 
One fcemParis, of green VclVel a llil 

SuluneflCj fet with paads and > 123 15 o 
rubies J 
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After, Sit, you had gone tiiis length, yoii 
ought to have converfcd with Tom Draw boy, 
the Mercer upon Ludgate-hill, who would for 
two bottles have confefled that they (Mercers) 
have about twelve or fifteen Mafter-weavers at 
this time in work in Spittle-fields, and all kept 
i« full bufinefs> snaking French brocaded fi!ks" 
for the Ladies ; that is to fay, for thofe nice 
Ladies of quality who dp not take up with any 
thing but what is right French. 

It muft be confeffed that this is a very great 
Jielp tp the Weavers at this the time of their 
unhappy circumftances ; and therefore thofe 
Ladies are exceeding kind, and great fupporters 
of the filk manufafturcs of Great Britain, who 
are pleafed thus far to Ihut their eyes upon fo 
extraordinary an occafion, and be put off with 
Spittle-fields inftead of the Fagxbourgs of Paris, 
And as they have no wrong done them, the 
goods made in Spittle-fields being not only as 
good, but every way fuperior to thofe made in 
Paris, it is hoped they will not think them lefs 
J^Vehch for being madp in their own country. 

There 
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There arc fomc other trifles. Sir, you had for- 
got alfo^ whiib I ihall not now enumerate ; as 
fome eflcnccsy pomatums, efpecially that ^Athe 
grafui eccafiQn, and fuch like toys, which muft 
not be reckoned to cod the Lady lefs than 150U 
a year ; but of thefe hereafter. 

I mod humbly beg your Worlhip's pardon 
for thefe hints ; not doubting but you will make 
a good ufe of them as they occur in your next 
iSpiNSTER *. I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

?!"f .^,^*V^ TiSSERANDO DE BrOCADE. 

* No other oimibcr of the Sfinstsa has occurred to our re« 
Inurchet* 
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TO 
The A UT H O R of the LOVERS 

SIR, 

THAT all your Readers may have a right 
notion of the ufe zxxd abufe of Love, as 
founded upon the unerring laws of nature, I 
here communicate the difcuffion of two cafes of 
confcience, as refolved by our learned country- 
man Dr. Gilbert Burnet, 1680; and they arc 
freely at your fervice* Yours, 
^Giafgow, j^jjj, Mitchell. 

Kov. 20»i7i4* 1 ^ 

'* The general title of tbe ptiblication from which this aiticle is takea 
18 as follows : " Memoirs towards a Hiitory of Men eminent in tlfs Re- 
'^ public of Letters, as well foreign as dcxneilic" (See p. 315.) 

Of how many lialf-crown numbers this work confided we are noC 
oertaini nor that there ever was any more of k printed than the part from 
which we are now extracting. That part has the following feparate title : 

' ** Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Sir Richard Steele. Wherein 
** are contained. Two carious Diflertatioos, wij-itten by the late Biljiop 
<* Burnet, viz.' 

^ '' I. A Defence of Polygamy, proving, that it is not contrary to tlie 
^ Law and Nature of Marriage ; and that an exprefs prohibition of it is 
*< no where to be found in Scripture. 

<< IJl. [The Lawftrtnefs of Divorce on account of Sterility in Women, 
<< proving that Defedt ^ fuf&cient reafon for Separation.] Alfo fome 
« Memoirs of the Earls bf Nottingham, Portmore, and Lord Chief Baroa 
« Pengelly, with his Will. London, Printed for E. Curll and W. Lc- 
M ventborp, at Congreve*s Head, diredtly over-againil Catlierine^ftreet, 
<* in tlie Strand, 1731, Price 2S. <d»" 

This 
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This copy IS taken frpm Ijhe original, attcfted 
by Dr. Patterson, Archbifliop of Glasgow, 
now in Poffeffion of the Honourable Archi- 
bald Campbell, where it may be feen if 
ther^ is eec^on. 

The Archbijhop of Glafgow's atiejiatton under his 
band and epif copal feal manuaU Edinborougb, 
ib^ Stb gf January, 1705. 

The Refolqtions of thrfe two cafes, viz. 

[I. Is Polygamy in any qafe lawful under the; 
Gofpel ? 

II. Is a Woman^s Barrenn^fs a jujl ground for 
tyviOKcz^or Polygamy ?J is 4 trye copy of wha{ 
I faw, read, and copied, from the original M?- 
Aufcript, written. with Dr. Gilbert ^RNEx-t 
own hand ; and whigh I copied QYCr at Ham *, 
in the year ^68o, the original being then in the 
poffeffion of the Duke of Lauderdale, \^y 
wbofe allowance and confent 1 took a copy of 
it. This I do hereby folemnly attcft; ^s wit- 
neft my hand and feal, day, year, and place, 
above written. 

J, Glasgow. (^, &> 

* 1q Surrey, where cli« Dttk0 of a afiaofeat. 

. CASE 



Of TH*: L O V E R^ 447 

CASE. I. 

♦^ Is Polygamy in any Cafi lawful under tbi 
<*Gofpcl? 

RESOLVED. 

" For anfwer, it is to be (onfideredj that Mat*' 
riage is a Contra3 founded upon the Laws of 
Nature^ itt^ EtuI being the Propagation of Man^ 
kind\ anil the Formality of doing it by Church* 
men, is only a fupervenient Benedidion, or 
pompous folemnizing of it ; and therefore the 
Nature of Marriage^ and not any Forms ufed in 
the Celebration of it, is to be confidered. It is 
true, the cafe is harder when any is married by 
fuch a Form as binds him to One Woman, than 
^ where he is "bound only by the Tie of Marriage 
conceived in general Terms. 

<^ The cafe of mankind, fince the Fallj^yaries 
very much from what it was in Innocency; for 
then the Soundnefs of their Bodies^ and the Purity 
of their Minds, did keep out of the way all the 
hazards of harrennefs, ficknefs, uncleannefs, or 
croffnefs of huitiour; and therefore a finglc 
Marriage, as being the perfefteft coalition of. 
friendfliip and intereft, was proper to thatftate; 
and fo God made but one Woman for one Man : 
but upon the Fall, the cafe varied hugely, and 
frigidity, barrennefe, unchaftity, croffnefs of 
6 humours. 
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humours, made the formcfr law not {o proper ' 
for the following race of mankind ; yet flill a 
fingle marriage was the perfeder, as being 
nearer the original. • 

«« Before the Flood, we find L^amech a Poly- 
gamist; fuch were Abraham and Jacob after 
it : fo that this was not indulged by Mofes ; for 
all that he did relating to this, was only to a^ 
low of Divorce, which was a Provifo from the 
hardnefs of the Ifraclites hearts. Every mart 
was bound to maintain whom he had once mar- 
ried ; left therefore fuch as defigned a/7^/^^r wife, 
and could not maintain the former, might ufc 
indireB ways to be rid of them; this i^/r One 
oi Divorce was allowed of by God ; and this ^ofy- 
gamy was pradifed, without either allowance or 
conrroul, as the natural right of mankind; "^ 
neither is it any wjiere marked among, the. 
Blemiflies of the Patriarchs; David's Wives 
(and (lore of them he bad) are termed by tht' 
Prophet, God's gift to him : Yea Polygamy was 
n:ade, in fome cafes, a Duty by Mofes's Law ; 
when any died without iffue, his Brother, or 
neareft Kinfman^ was to marry his wife, for raif 
ing up feed to him; aiKl all were obliged rp obey 
this uncicr the Hazard of Infamy if they refufed 
it ;, neither is there any exception made for fuch 
as were Married; from whence I may faithfully 
CQoclude,that what God made neceljary in fome 

Gafe» 
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cafes to any degree, caij in no cafe be iinful in ' 
itfelf ; fince God is holy in, all his ways : And 
thus far it appears, that Polygamy is not con- 
trary to the Law and Nature of Marriage. But it 
is next to be examined, if it is forbidden under 
the Gofj^eL It is certain our Lord defigned to 
raife mankind to the'highcft degrees of Purity 
and Chajlity ; and therefore our Lord and St. 
Paul do prefer a Single Life to a Married State, 
as that which qualifies us for the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and was loaded with the feweft incum- 
brances ; and by this rule, a Single Marriage 
being next to none at all, is certainly moft 
fuitable to the Gofpel; but a fimple and exprefs 
difcharge of Polygamy is no where to be 
found. It is true, our Lord difcharges Divorces^ 
except in the cafe of Adultery; adding that 
whofoever puts away his wife upon any other 
account, commits Adultery; fo St. Luke and 
St. Matthew in one place have it : or commits 
Adultery againfi her ; (o St. Mark has it: or 
caufes her to cojnmit Adultery ; fo St. Matthew 
in another place. If it be then Adultery to take 
another woman after an unjujl Divorce^ it will 
follow, that the Wife has that Right to the 
Hufband^s body, that he muft touch no other. 
This is indeed plaufible ; and is all that can be 
brought from the New Teftement, which feems 
convincing ; yet it will not be found of weight : 
Gg For 
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For it is to be confidcred, that if our Lord had 
been to antiquate Polygamy, it being fo 
deeply rooted in the men of that age, confirmed 
by fuch famous and unqueftiohed precedents, 
and riveted by fo long a pradtice, he muft have 
done it plainly and authoritatively ; and not in 
fuch an involved manner, that it muft be fought 
out of his words by the fearch of Logic ; neither 
iare thefe dark words made more clear by any 
t)f the Apoilles in their writings* Words are to 
be carried no farther than the defign upon which 
they were written will lead them to; fo that our 
Lord being in that place to ftrike out Divorces 
fo explicitly, we muft not, by a confequence, 
condemn Polygamy, fince it feems not to have 
fallen within the fcope of what our Lord doe^ 
there difapprov6. Befides, the term Adultery 
may be taken in general for fuch a breach of 
wedlock as is equivalent to Adultery ; and fuch 
is an unjujl Divorce* This may be the Im- 
port of the phrafe ufed by St. Mark, viz. 
He committetb Adultery againji her ; or all may 
be better explained by the phrafe St. Matthew 
ufes about it in one place. He caufes her to com* 
mit Adultery. Since he that expofeth and 
tempteth to fin (hares in the guilt with the 
perfon ^hat fuccumbs: And from this it ap- 
pears, that Polygamy is not declared yf^/i///^, 
neither in the place cited^ nor in any other that I 

know 
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know of. But it is true, that Polygamy falh 
Ibort of th€ intendment of Marriage in Inno» 
cency, to whick ftate we that are under the 
Gofpel mufl: return as near as it is poffible. It 
is to be confeffed, that Polygamy was much 
condemned by the Antients : Though I think I 
have met with fomething about it that is little 
noticed; but of that, I can adventure to fay 
nothing at this diftance from my books and 
papers. But all that being granted, it is to be 
confidered, that the Ancients were unjuft and 
feverfe againft Marriage , and did exceffively fa- 
vour the Celibate or Sins^le; fo that in fome 
places, they who Married the fecond Time were 
put to do Penance for it : And indeed, both Jew 
and Gentile had run into fuch excefs, by their 
free commixtures, that it is no wonder if tha 
Holy men of thefe ages, being provokedj to 
zjujl Zeal againft fuch unjuji Pradtices, muft 
have been carried through immoderate fwaying 
of the counterpoife into fome extremes on the 
other hand : Therefore, to conclude this fliort 
anfwer, wherein many things are hinted which 
might have been enlarged to a volume, I fee 
nothing fo ftrong againji Polygamy, as to ba- 
lance the great and vifible imminent hazards that 
hang over fo many thoufands, if it be notallowed'^ 
As to the Solution of the fecond cafe of Con- 
fcience," viz. •* Of the Lawfulnefs of Divorce on 
I *^ accouu 
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•* account of Barrenne/s,'* there arc foaie expref- 
fions fo plainly uttered, as would offend ihe Fair 
Sex ; for which reafon we (hall ot!>it the recital 
of them in this place, and only obferve with a 
late Hiftorian that thefe ar^'u nents feem ro for- 
ward adefign which Dr. Burnet tells us was feton 
foot, to divorce K. Charles 1 1 . fvomQ^CatAerine *• 

♦ See Higgins's Remarks on Biirnet's Hiftory, p. 158, 159, 
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